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In  publialiing  l3w  fbUowingTtageoUiMS 
I  hare  only  to  rrpeat  tbot  liiejr  vrmo-ncA 
composed  urith  the  moat  remote  view  to 
fihe  stage^ 

On  the  attempt  made  by  the.  Mana-i> 
gpTs  in  a  farmer  inatanjce,  the  public 
opinion  has  been  already  expressed. 

With  regard  to  my  own  pnyate  feel^^ 
ings^  as  it  seems  that  they  are  lb  stand 
for  nothing,   I  shall  say  nothing. 

For  the  historical  foundation  of  the 
following  compositions^  the  reader  iis 
referred  to  the  Notes. 

The  Author  has  in  one  instance  at* 
tempted  to  preserve,  and  in  the  other  to 
approch  the  ,,  unities  ;^^  conceiying  that 
with  any  very  distant  departure  from 
them,  there  may  be  poetry  but  can  be 
no  drama«  He  is  aware  of  the  unpopu- 
larity of  this  notion  in  present  English 
literature;   but  it  is  not  a  syst^i  of  his 


▼I  PREFACE, 

own^  being  merely  an  opinion  ^  which, 
not  very  long  ago  y  was  the  law  of  lite- 
ratiure  thrdu^oilt  the  world, 'and  As  still 
so  in  the  more  civilized  parts  of  it.  But 
yy  Nons  avbns  change  tout  cela/^  and  are 
reaping  the  advantages  of  the  change. 
The  writcJr  i*  far  from  conceiving  that 
«ny  thing  he  can  adduce 'By  .  pergonal 
precept  or  example  can  at  aU  approdck 
his  regular,  or  even  irregular  f^redeces-*- 
sors:  he  is  merely  giving  a  reason  why 
1x0' preferred  the  more  regular  formation 
of  a  structure,  however  fehie,'  to  an 
entire  ahandoimient  of  all  rules  what^^ 
oever.  Where  he  has  failed,  the  failure 
is  in  the  architect,  — -  and  not  in  the 
art* 


«* 


*  »    • 
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S  ARD  A  N  AP  ALUS,' 


A  TRAGEDY. 


f 
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In  this  tragedy  it  has  been  my  intention  to  fol-* 
low  the  account  of  Diodoms  Sicolus,  reducing  it; 
boweyer>  to  auch  dramatic  regularity  as  I  .best 
could,  and  trying  Jto  approach  the  unities.  I  the- 
refore suppose  the  rebellion  to  explode  and  suc- 
ceed in  one  day  by  a  sudden  conspiracy^  instead 
of  the  lonf  war  of  the  histoxj. 


DRAMATIS    PERSONAE. 


MEN. 

SARDANAPALUS,  King  of  Ninereh  and  Auyrity  etc. 

ARBACBS,  the  Mede  who  aspired  to  the  Throne. 

BKLESES,  a  Chaldean  and  Soothsayer. 

S AL.EMJBNKS ,  the  King's  Brother  -  in  -  law. 

ALTADA,  an  Assyrian  Officer  of  the  Palace. 

PANIA. 

ZAMES. 

8FERO. 

BALEA. 

WOMEN. 

ZARINA^  the  Qneen. 

MYRRHA,  an  Ionian  female  Slave «  and  th»  Favourite 

of  SARDANAPALUS. 
Women   composing  the  Harem  of  SARDANAPALUS^ 

Guards,  Attendants |  Chaldean  Priests,  Medes  etc. 

Scene  -»  a  HaU  in  the  Royal  Palace  of  Nineveh. 


^  1 


f         •  •    f    X 
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SARDANAPALUS. 


ACT  I.    SCENE  I. 

I 

» 

A  Hall  in  the   Palace. 

SAIJEMENXS  Qsolus}. 

Hk  hath  wrong'd  his  queen,  but  still  he  is  her  lord  5 
He  hath  wrong'd  my  sister,  still  he»is  my  brother ; 
He  hath  wrong'd  his  people,  still  he  is  their  so- 

veteign, 
And  I  must  be  his  friend  as  well  as  subject; 
He  must  not  perish  thas.    I  will  not  see 
The  blood  of  INimrod  and  Semiramis 
Sink  in  the  earth,  and  thirteen  hnndred  ytars 
Of  empire  ending  like  a  shepherd's  tale; 
He  mn^'t-berotised.    In  his  efieminate  Heart 
There  is  a  careless  courage  which  corruption 
Hasbot  alt  4uetach'd>  and  latent  energies,  •*' 
Repre^A^d  by  circHttii^tiiicfe  i-  but  not  dfifetioy'd  — 
Steep*d,*  brdt  not  irowri'^in  deep  voluptttoitsnftss. 


If  born  a  peasant,  he  had  been  a  man 
To  have  reach'd  an  empire;  to  an  empire  borH; 
He  will  bequeath  none;  nothing  but  aaamei 
Which  his  sons  will  not  prize  in  heritage :  -« 
Yet^  not  all  lost^  even  jiet  he  may  redeem 
His  sloth  and  same^  by  only  being  that 
.Which  he  should  be^  as  easily  as  the  thing 
He  should  not  be  and  is.    Were  it  less  toil 
To  sway  his  nations  than  eonsiin^e  his  life? 
To  head  an  army  than  to  rule  a  harem? 
He  sweats  in  piling  pleasures ,  dulls  his  soul, 
"  And  saps  his  goodly  strength,   in  toils  which 

yield  not 
•  Jlefdtb  like  tiie  chafe  >  nor  glory  like  the  wtuf'^  - 
He  must  bo  roused.     Alas !  there  is  np  S(|u]t|d 

{fSound  of  soft  music  heard  from  udthiru} . 
.  To  rouse  him  s^ort  of  thunder.  Hark!  the  lute. 
The  l^e,  the  timbrpl;.  the  lacivions  iinklings 
Of  lulling  instrumeii1;s ,  tb^  softening  voices     ; : 
Of  women ,  and  of  bei«g|^  less  than  )promeny 
Must  chime  in  to  ihfi  ^1^9  ^  I^  reve)^    . : 
While  the  great  kii^g  of  ^U  we  know  of  eartJn    ; 
Lolls  crowo'd  with  roaes,  and  his  diadei^  . .  ./  \ 
Lies  negligently  by  to  b^  f^anght  fip 
By  the,  first  manly  hand  yf\^  dwfs^  to  s^c^o^. 
Ld;.wher9  they  come!  already *I^per<$ei[T« 
'^         Vng  -odQur«.  rf  Ote  porfiuned  Irfei^r     - 


.     A    TSAOEDV.  lS 

i 

And  lee  t&e  brigbt  gemA  of  the  gHtienhg  girlt^ 
At  9nce  Ilia  choms  nod  Us  eoancil,  flarii 
Alo^  ihA  gaHery  /  and  amdit  the  daatoeM; 
As  femininely  garb'd^  ^nd  scarce  less  female^* 
Thq- granidspn  of  Semirands ,  the  m^^qMote.*^ 
fie  comes !  Shall  I  await  hiih  ?  yes^andftonthiniy 
And  tell  him  what  all  good  men  tell  each  other. 
Speaking  of  him  and  his.  They  come,  the  slayeSi 
Led  by  the  monarch  subject  to  his  slaves* 


Enter  SAiffiAllrA^AtW^  effeminately  dreeeed, 
his  Head  ctbiPried  it>ith  Flouliers^  and  his 
Rohe  negligently  flowing ,  attended  hy  a 
Train  of  fVomen  land  young  Slapes0 

SARDANAPALus  {speoking  to  soms  of  his  attsndant*). 

TLet  the  pavilion  oV^r  the  Euphrates 

Be  garlanded 9  and  lit/  stai  furnished  forth 

For  an  especial  bitnqnet ;  dt  the  hour 

Of  midnight  we^  will  ^lip  there :  se^  noughi  wanting; 

Ahd  hid  th^  galley  be  prepared.     'There  is 

A  trcolinrg  bte£2e  which  crisps  the  broad  clear 

rivet: 
We  will  embark  amn.  fair  ny^lis^  irk6  Ikigk 
To  shsre  the  soft  houtl  of  KfardanapahUi 


I 

We  .'U  jneet^again  in  that  Um  sweetest  liourf 
When  we  shall  gather  Uk/D'tite  stars  above  119, 
And  yon  •win  form  a  UeaveH  as.  bright  as  theirs; 
Till  thj&ny  let  each  be  mistress  of  her  txme^    . 
And  tjiou^  my  own  Ionian  Myrrha  (1)1  choose; 
Wilt  thou  along  with  them  or  me  ? 

MTftRHA. 

My  lord  — 


SABDANArALVS. 

My  lord,  my  life!  why  answerestthon  so  coldly? 
It  is  the  curse  of  kings  to  be^.  so  answer'd. 
Rule  thy  own  hours  >   thou  rulest  min^  rr  ^ji 

^   •  •    woddst  thott^''-   -^  '  ' 

Accompany  our  guests^  or  charm  away 
The  moments  from  me? 

MTBnaA. 

The  king's  choice  is  mine. 

tfABDAKAPAI^US.        ^ 

I  jJray  thee  say.  not  so :  my  chiefest  joy 
Is  to  contribute  to  thine  every,  wish.  .    ..  ; 

I  do  not  dare  to  breathe  my  own  dissirer  :  •  •  ^  * 
Lest  it  should  clash  with  thine ;  for  thou  ar^  f  till 
Too  prompt  to  sacrifice  thy  thoughts  for  othe];s. 

1  \i^uld.  remain :  I  have  no  happiness 
Save  in  beholding  thine ;  yet  — 


I 

Yet!  wliat  YET? 
Thy  own  sweet  will  shall  bi?  tjio  only  barrier 
Wliich  ever  rises  betwixt  ti^ee  and  me.  '2 

UnriTRHA.       ^ 

I  tbink  tb^  present  is  the  wonted  hour 
Of  cotmeil ;  it  were  better  I  retire. 

SAUEiDBihis  {jiomes  forward  and^ayi) 
The  Ionian  slave  says  well ,  let  her  retire. 
Who  answets  ?.  How  now,  brother  ? 

SALEMKNCS. 

'       -^     '  The  5fwtftf/i's  brother. 

And  your  most  faithful  vassal,  royal  lord.    , 

SARDA:N'AJ^Aliir9  (addressing  his  train)% 
As  I  have  said,  let  all  dispose* their  hours 
Till  nndnight,  when  again  we  pray  your  presence.  • 

'  {The  euTt  retiring), 
{To  MYimHA,  wo  is  going)^  Myrrha!  I  thought 
^^ou  woid^t  remain. 

fthou  didst  »ot  say  so. 

aABDAHAPAt^VS. 

But  thou  lookedst  it; 
I  know  each  glance  of  those.  Ionic  eyes, 
VVhiah  s«id  thoa  wouldst  not  leave  me. 


^ 


mYIuq^a.  ' 
V    .  Sire!  your  br otter •— 

His  conAorf^  brother,'  minion  of  lohia  t 
How  darc^t  thou  name  ttm  and  not  blush  ?    • 

,♦'/'  ii  Nblj«Mttshi 
Thou  I|:ast  no  more  eyes  than  heart  to  make  her 

.    ,   '  C|?iKlfl^oa^  -r  '•   •'...!'■* 
Like  to  the  dpng  day  on  Caucastis/; :    - 
Where  sunset  tints  the  snow  with  rosy  shadows, 
And  then  reproach  , her  with   thine   own   cold 

blindness^     ,  ^  .     ^  ^  • 
VJTiich  will  not  see  it.  What,  ijitears^myMyrrha? 

liOt  them  flow  on^  ^he  ^t&^%  for  mor^  tibaa  one^ 
And  is  herself  the  cause  of  bitterer  tearSj 

SARDANAPAXtUS*  '  ' 

Cursed  be  he  who  caused  those  tears'  to-flowf 

'  SA££]itSN£S. 

Curse  not  thyself*^  nalKons  do  that  abeady. 

,  » ^  *  ^-J     • « 

8ABDAKAPALUS. 

Thou  dost  forget  thtfe:  make  me  not  remember 
I  am  a  monai*ch»        ^ 

Wotttdthou  cbuldsfr  ' 


A      TBAG£OY.  I7 

UrilRHA. 

'    My  sovereign, 
I  F^^y  1  ^1^^  t&<>n  t00|  prince;  penftit  my  absence. 

SABDANAl^ALiril. 

Since ^t  must  be  so,  6iid  this  churl  has  check'cl 
Thy  gentle  spirit,  go;  but  recollect 
That  we  must  forthwith  meet :  I  had  rather  lose 
An  empire  than  thy  presence, 

{Exit  annRRRA.) 

SAI^EMEKSS* 

It  may  be. 
Thou  wilt  lose  both,  and  bofh  for  ever! 

SABDAKAPAIiUS. 

Brother, 
I  can  atle^st  command  myself,  who  listen 
To  language  such  as  this  *  yet  urge  me  not 
Beyond  my  easy  nature. 

SALEIflEKES. 

*Tis  beyond 
That  easy,  far  too  easy,  idle  nature. 
Which  I  would  urge  thee.  Oh  that  1  could  rouse 

mt  thee! 

Though  'twere  against  myselL 

SAlftANAPALtrS. 

By  ^e  god  Baal! 
The  mart  iV'Ould  wake  me  tyrant. 

Vol.  xr.  B 


1&  flABOAlf  ACAIiUS. 

t  ' 

6AL£Bf£NEJ. 

So  tilou  art. 
Tliixik^^*tIion .libeii;e.U  tio  tyraBBj  J&nt  tliat 
Of  blood  and  cliains  ?  Tlie  despjofism  of  vice  -^ 
The  weakness  and  the  wickedness  of  hixnrv  — 
The  negligence  —  the  apathy —  the  evils 
Of  sensual  dothr—  produce  ten  thousand  tyrants; 
Whose  delegated  cruelty  surpasses 
The  worst  acts  of  one  energetic  master. 
However  harsh  and  hard  in  his  own  hearing: 
The  false  and  fond  examples  of  thy  lusts 
Corrupt  no  less,  thari  they  oppress,  and  sap 
In  the  same  moment  all  thy  pageant  power 
And  those  who  should  sustain  it;  so  that  whether 
A  foi'eign  foe  invade,   or  civil  broil 
Distract  wi^iii^'  bith  will  alike  j)rove  fatal:       ' 
The  first  thy* subjects!  havo  no  hteart  to  conquer  ; 
The  last  they  rather  would  assist  than  vanquisb. 

SABDAKAFAI^US. 

Why  what  makes  thee  the  mouth  -piece  of  the 
•'  people? 

*    J.        I  siXCMEKlfS.  ... 

Forgiveness  of  the  queen ,  my  sis|u:'s  wrongs  | 
A  natural  love  unto  my  infant  nephews.; 
Faith  to  the  king,   a. faith  bt  i^ay  need  shortly, 
In  mor^  ^an.wordf ;  respect  Tor  Nimrod^  line  j   ^ 
Also ,  another  thing  tUou  kuowf^t  nott  ^ 


f  > 


«    •    •p'     ^    ^ 


.'     A     TflAO£»Y»  l^ 

BAJQDANAPAIilfA. 

What'*  tliat  ?  • 

To  thee  an  ankAOlUnl^wDrcl. 

BAiSDANAPA2.(rs. 

•-         Yet  speak  it; 
I  love  to  le^m.       .  ' 

Virttte.  - 

AABDANATAIiCrdE.     ... 

Not  know  the  word ! 
Never  was  ^|^d  yet  rung  so  in  my  ears*— 
Worse  thaj^|e .  xikJie^^^ffrif^ont ,    or    splitting 

..  r..,A  "  fiWlapet; 

Tve  heard  thy  sister  talk  of  nothing  ebcK*    .  • 

To  change  the  arksome  theme^  tihei^  hear  of  vice. 

'»:•;  «ABOAKAPAJ.VS,  .-.";.     .•  i 

From  whom? 

'   ,     ,       SAUBMENES* 

Even  from  the  winils^  it  ttt)u  cbufdst 

listen 
of  the  nation*s  voice: 

SAirpANAJPAit^, 

Come^  1^'  iM^iiQen{7  as  thou  knowest,  patient 
As  |h.QftTliastWtcn'  pi^oV«^a••^'  iii^e^^out/  what 
\  •        nidvfes  tliee? 

B  a 


20  AAli&AKAPAllLS, 

SAI£MEKES. 

Tliy  pcriL 

Bgy  oiu 

Thus  J  then:  all  the  nations. 
For  they  are  many,  whom  thy  father  left   * 
In  heritage^  vt^  loud  in  wrath  against  thee. 

8ABDAKAPAI.VS* 

^Gainst  met  What  woidd  the  slaves  ? 

'    SALEMSNES. 
'    V'^  '■     »    .  -    A   Vitfir 

'    '    ejia9A3rAPAx.i7s. 

And  what 
Am  I  then? 

8ALEMSKE3' 

In  their  eyes  a  nothing;  bnt 
In  mine  a  man  who  mjght  be  something  sdU. 

SARDAKAPALVS. 

ThQ  r&ilm^  drunkards f  why,  what  would  they 

have? 
Have  they  not  peace  and  plenty?  ^ 

•  O  the  first. 
More  than  is  dorious;  of  the  last,  far  kss 
'^xfcti  the  king  recks  of. 


A     THAOJBJJY.  sn 


* 


Whose  then  is  tbe  crimcf> 
Bat  the  false  satr^s i  Who  provide  no  better?  • 

SAI^EMBNES. 

And  somewhat  in  the  monarch  who  ne'er  looks 
Be3rond  hispdace  walls,  or  if  he  stirs 
Beyond  them,  'tis  but  to  sbn^  mountain  palaeoi 
Till  summer  heats  wear  down.    O  glorious  Baal! 
Who  built  up  this  Vast  empire  y  and  wert  made 
A  god  9  or  at  the  least  shinest  like  a  god 
Through  the  long  centuries  of  thy  renown. 
This,  thy  presumed  descendant,  ne'er  beheld 
As  king  the  kingdoms  thou  didst  l^ave  as  hero, 
Won  with  thy  blood,  and  toil,  and  time,  and 

peril! 
For  what?  to  furnish  imposts  for  a  revel^ 
Oc  multiplied  esctortions  for  a  minion. 

I  understand  thee -^  tho%wouldst  have  me  go 
Forth  as  a  conqueror.     By  all  the  stars-  ^ 

Which  the  Chaldeans  read !  the  ^i^stle^  sbV^ 
Deserve  that  I  ishould  ct^se^  thein  tirith-  theiif 

wiAes,"  • 
And  lead  them  forth  to  glory. 

Wherefore  not?. 
Seniirami»,»-*a ^oraan  only— ledi 

0 


S3  SARUAKA?  ▲  l4U9y 

These  our  Assyrians  to  the  solar  shores 

8ABDANAPJU4T8* 

Tis  most  tme.    And  hotp  returned  ? 

Why  J  like  a  man  —  a  hero;  ba£Fled,'but  .  > 

Ifol  Tanqvidi'd.     With  but  tweirty  <giiiitdS|  she 

made  '  ^ 

Good  her  retreat  to 


SABDAKAPAI.U5. 

And  how  many 
Left  she  behind  in  India  to  the  Tultores? 

.    SA<£HEKE8. 

Our  annals  say  not. 

Then  I  will  say  for  them  — 
That  she  h^  better  woven  within  h.er  palace 
Some  twenty  (arJMnta,  than  with  twenty  goarda 
Have  fled  to  Baet^ia^  leaving  to  the  nswas. 
And  wolTOty  and  men  — •  the  fiercer  of  the  three. 
Hermysiads^lond  anbiects.  Isthi^f^orjl 
Then  let  me  lire^in  %aominy  ever. 


An  waiiihe  spirits  have  not  the  same  late. 

SemnramUy  the  glorious  parent  of 

A  hundred  lungs,  although  she  ftil'd  ih'Indta> 


aSLUDAKA^ASlA.  9$ 


firotight  Persia ,  Media  ^  Bactria>  Mo  the  realm 
Which  she  onceaway'd  —  and  thou  n^ght^^f  syraj. 

aABI>AlfAPAI.VS»r  ;    ,  .     .       ,      T 

She  1>iit  subdued  Ihem. 

•N  ,       «  %      SALEMENES. 

.  It  may  be  ere  long 
That  they  iviU  dieed  her  sword  more  than  yoiur 

apeptre^j  .  ? 

6Afi9ANAPAI^fi' . 

There  was  a  certain  Bacchus ,  was  there  not? 

Pve^heard  my  Greek  girls  speak  of  such*—  they  say 

He  waa  a  god ,  that  is ,  a  Greeiah  god. 

An  idol  foreign  to  Assyria's  worship, 

Who  conquered  this  same  golden  redm  oftftd 

T&ou  prat'st  of,  where  Semiramis  was  yanquish'd. 

I  have  heard  of- such  a  man;  and^lhoK  perceiv'st 
That  he  is  deemed  a  god  for  whik  lie  did.  - 

SABDANAPAI^trS. 

And  in  his.godship  I  will  honour  hihi*-^     '       '^^^ 
Not  much  as  man.*  What,  ho4'my  cupbearer! 

What  means  the  king  ? 

'   '    '   ^     '        fiABDANAPALtTB;  ^'    --        '      •  .    -  *-^-  ' 

To  worship  your  new  god 
And  ancient  conY][ueror,    SolnbVilie^  I  say.* 


/: 


.EnMr  Cupbeartr. 

BAMDAHTArxvoB  {oddrtsnng  the  Cupiearer). 
Bring  me  the  goldm  goUet  Unci,  vnih  gems, 
Whicli  bears  the  name  of  IQmrod's  chalice.  Hencei 
Fill  fill] ,  and  bear  it  quickly. 

(Exii  Cupbearer). 


Is  this- moment 
A  fitting  one  for  the  resumption  of 
Thy  yet  mislept-  off  revels? 

r  , 
•  •  -  .  t 

Re -enter  Cupbearer^  u^hunne,    f 

flAJinAirArAi<lis  {taiiag  the  cup  from  him). 

Noble  Jdnsmaiiy 
If  these  barbarian  Greeks  of  thexf  ar  shores 
Ani  skirts  of  Aeseonr  realms  lie  Qot,  this  Bacchus 
Couquer!d  the  whole  of  India  J  did  he  not? 

SAIAMSNSS. 

He  did,  and  Aence  was  deem'd  a  deity. 

Not  so :  ^-*  of  all  his  congnests  a  few  columns^  . 
Wliich  may  be  his,  and  might  be  mine^  if  I 
Thonght  them  worth  purchase  and  conveyance^ 

are 
The  landmarks  of  the  seas  of  ^ore  he  shed. 


Tke  realms  lie  wasted,  aad  tbe  hearts  he  broke. 
But  here^  here  in  diis. goblet  is  his  titia      . 
To  imniortality  *-—  ,tiie  immortal  grape 
From  which  he  first  express'd  the  souli  and  gave 
To  gladden  that  pf  maii>  as  some  atonement 
For  the  victorions^schiefs  he  had  done. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this^  he  would  have  been 
A  mortal  stfll  in  name  as  in  his  grave  j 
'And ;  like  my  ancestor  Semirami^ 
A  sort  of  semi  -  glorious  human  monster* 
Here's  that  which  deified  him  —  let  it  now 
Hnmanise  theej  my  snrly,  chiding  brother. 
Fledge  me  to  the  Greek  god! 

SAXjsksi^jssJ 

For  all  tliy  realms  ' 
I  would  not  so  blaspheme  our  country's  creed. 

That  is  to  say;  thou  thinkest  him  a  hero. 
That  he  shed  blood  by  oceans ;  and  no  god," 
Because  he  turn'd  a  bvdt  to  an  enchantment, 
.Which' eheirs  the  sad^  revives  the  old,  in^irea 
The  young,  makes  Weariness  forget  his  toil, 
And  l^ear  her  danger ;  opens  a  new  world 
■When  this,  the  present,  palb.     Well,  then,  / 

pledge  thee 
And  hi^  as  a  true  man ,  who  did  his  utmost 
In  good  or  evil  to  surprise  mankind.       {Drinks.) 


Wilt  thou^vesattie  arevei  attEis'Itoiirl^      -  •     ' 

.  -  .      '   ' .  ■    ■  . 

8ARDJLNAPALUS* 

And  if  1  dfd;  'twere  better  tlian  a  trophy:  '     '  *    ' 
Being  bought  without'  a  tear.    Bat  that  is  liot  * 
My  present  purpose :  since  tfeoii  wilt  not  pledge  me, 
Continue  what  thou  pleasest  *  ' 

(7b  the  Cupbearer)  Boy  retire. 

AAIiBMXMSS.  ... 

I  would  but  have  recalPd  thee  frofti  thtr  dream: 
Better  by  me  awakch'cL'lliaii 'rebellion. 


-.->>./   ., .      ..:';■»■  .,  '• 


SARDAKAPAJ^ns. 

WJio^  shpuld  rebel  ?  or  why  ?  what  cause  ?  pretext  ? 
I  an:^  the  lawful  kins;,  descended  ftom 
A  race  of  kings  who  knew  no  predecessors. 
What  haje  I;  don^  to.  thee, ,  pr  to  the  peojle;  .    . , 
That  th.09  shouldstrail,  or  they  iriseupagainstme?. 

Orwhatth(mhftst:dQfl9e«tDii|ie»  I  q^eafcu^b' . 

'  ' '    .  . .  ♦      .. 

aARi)A!fcfAiALtTS- 

'  Diit 

Thou  thinkM  that  I  lka(ve  wrong'd  the  ^necH:  is't 

♦ :   not  io  ? 

firAUBMEKES. 

77nnhr  I'hotthast  wrong'd  her! 


•  •  •     • 


F&tipncef  pcmce^  and  hear  jne. 
She  lias  all  power  and  splendour  of  her  statioA^ 
Respect^  the  tutelage  of  Assyria's  heirs^i 
The  homage  and  the  appanage,  of  sovereignty. 
I  married  her  as  monarchs  wed— <  for  state. 
And  loved  her  as  most  husfeaxida  love  their  "yimeM, 
If  she  or  thou  suppo^edit  I  oowld  link  me    . 
Like  .a  ChaldeaU  peasaxitttq  his  mate^ 
Ye  knew  nor  me»  nor  monarchs^  nor  mankind. 

.BA1£2«ENES. 

*      ,'      ■  .    ' .'     ■ 

I  pray  thee,  change  the  theme;  my  blood  distains 
Complaint,  an^  Salemenes*  Sister  seeks  ndt^  ' ' 
Relmctant  love  even  from  Assyria's  lord  I 
Nor  would  she  deign  to  accejjt  divided  passloii 
With  foreign  strumpets  and  Ionian  slater. 
Thp  ^ueen  is  silent.'        '      *^ 

aARDASfXTAJAJS, 

And  why  hot  her  brotlle^?      ' ' 

I  only  ech'o  thee  the  voice  of  empires,  *     '  • 

Which  he  who  long  neglects  n<^t  long  willgbvern. 

SARDANAPALUS.  *  ' 

The    ungrateful    and    ungracious   slaves!    they 
*  -     -  murmur  '  ,/  -i    < 

Because  I  have  not  shed  their  blood,  nor  ledfhcm 
To  di-y  into  iJie  Aesert's  dust  by  myriads,* 


Or  whiten  with  their  hone'B  the  banks  of  Gauges; 

Nor  decimated  with  ravage  laws, 

Nor  sweated  them  to  build'  up  pyramid^^ 

Or  Babylonian  w^s. 

/.^      ^  0AI.EMBKBS. 

Yet  these  are  tf  ophie* 
More,  worthy  of  a  people  and  their  prince 
Than  songs,  and  Intes^  and  feasts,  and  conenbines 
And  lavish'd  treasures ,  and  contemned  virtues.  ^ 

,    SABDAKAFALirSi^ 

Or  for  my  trophies  I  have  founded  cities  : 
There's  Tarsus  and.  Aricjualus^  botlibjtult        .    - 
In  one  day  —  what  could  that  blood,*- Ipviiig  bel- 

,  .  dame. 

My^  Jmartial  grandaniij'  chaste  Semiramis^ 
Do  more>  except  destroy  them? 

aALEMEK£8* 

'Tis  most  tfae; 
i  own  thy  merit  in  those  founded  cities. 
Built  for  a  whim ,  recorded  with  a  verse 
Which  shames  both  them  and  thee  to  coming  ages. 

eARnANAPAXUS* 

Shame  me !  By  Baa],  the  cities,  though  well  built^ 
Are  not  more  goodly  than  the  verse !  Say  what 
Thou  wilt  'gainst  me,  my  mode  of  life  or  rule, 
Qc^t.  nothing  'gainst  the  truth  of  that  brief  record^ 
\Vhy,  those  few  lines  contain  the  history 


Of  all  tilings  human;  hear —  ^^Sardanapalos 
„Tlie  king,  and  ^oi^  of  Anacyn^sa^esi 
»In  one  day  built  Anchialua  and  Tarsuf.         -    • 
9^£at^  dri^^  and  love;   the  rest'a  not  VQXtha 

fillip/' (a) 

A  worthy  moral,  and  a  wise  inscription^ 
For  a  king  to  put  up  before  his  subjects ! 

SARDAKAPALUS. 

Oh;  thon  voujdst  have  me   doubtless  set  np^ 

edicts  -«• 

9,Obey  the  king—  contribute  to  his  treasure 

,3.ecruit  his  phdanx  —  spill  your  blood  a  bid-^ 

ding  ~ 
,,Fall  down  and  worship,  or  get  up  ^d  toil/* 
Or  thus—'*  Sardanapalus  on  this  spot ' 
,^Slew  fifty  thousand  of  his  enemies. 
„These  are  their  sepulchres,  and  this  his  trophy." 
I  leave  such  things  to  conquerors  j  enout^h 
For  me,  if  I  can  make  my  subjects  feel 
The  weight  of  human  misery  less ,  and  glide 
Ungroan^ig  to  the  tomb ;  J  take  no  licence 
Which  I  deny  to  them.     Well  all  are  men. 

SALEMEKBS. 

Thy  sires  have  been  revered  as  god^  — 

In  dust 


\ 

t 


>    ^ 


30  6AA!?AKAFALtrd9 

And  deaths  vrhete  they  are  neither  gods  nor  men. 
Talk  not  of  such  to  me!  the  worms  are  gods; 
At  least  they  banqueted  upon  your  gods. 
And  died  for  lack  of  farther  nutriment.    '  , 
Those  gods  weremerely  men ;  look  to  their  issue-— 
I  feel  a  thousand  mortal  things  about  mci 
But  nothing  godlike,  unless  it  .may  be  *     '»«•' 
Thethii%  which  you  condemn,  a  disposition 
To  love  and  to  be  merciful,  to  pardon 
The  follies  of  my  species,  aYid  (that's  litmiaii)  ^  * 
To  be  indulgent  to  my  own. 

Alas! 
The  doom  of  Nincveliis  seal'd,— -Woe.—  wo© 
To  the  unriiiftU'd  city! 

SABDANAPALtrS* 

What  dost  dreal? 

SALEMENES. 

Thou  art  guarded  by  thy  foes :  in  a  few  Botii'a 
The  tempest  may  break  out  which  Overwhelms 

the^, 
A^d.thine  and  mine;  and  in  an  other  day 
What  is  shall  be  the  past  of  Belus'  race, 

SAHDANAPALys. 

What  must  wo  dread  ? 

«ALBMEK£S. 

Ambitious  ti  eachery, 


Wticli  lias  .^nviranrd  thee  widi  sxialhea ;  but  yet 
There  is  resource :  empower  me  with  J&j  figu<:t 
To  quell  the  xnacbinatipifa,  ^a%d  I  lay 
The.headsoftliy  chitf:foeia  before  thy  feet. 

The  heaift-"*  lio^  many? 

'  Must  I  stay  to  number 
When  even  thine  own'^  in  peril  ?  Let  me  go ; 
Give  me  thy  signet—  trust  me  with  the  rest. ' 


•  1 


»A»DANA"PALU8. 

I  win  trust  no  man  with  unlimited  lives, 
VVhen  we  take  those  from  others,  we  nor  know 
What  we  have  taken,  nor  the  tiling  we  giv^« 

9 

SALEMEJ^S. 

Wouldlt'thou  not  take  their  lives  who  ^c^  £00^ 
'  .  thine? 

That's  a  hard  question.  —  Jfcit,  I  answer  Yes. 
Cannot  the  tiling  be  done  ^thout?  Whoare  jthey 
Whom  thou  suspcctest? —  Let  them  be  arrested* 

SALEMKKES. 

I  wouJ4thouwpnld3t  nptaskme;  thcufiXtmo^Wt* 
Will  send  iny  i^nswer  tlirougli  thy  babbling  troo£ 
Qf.p^^r^QIfrf;  9nd  ^^nce  Hy  if\v  the  fvlwi     \ 


32  SAftDAKAPALUS. 

'   Eren  to  the  city^  and  so  baffle  dl.  -— 
Trust  me. 

SA]U>AKAPAI.ir8« 

Thou  knowest  I  have  done  so  ever ; 

Take  thou  the  ^gnet. 

(Pipes  the  signet). 

tAXXMBMSS. 

I  have  one  more  request.-^ 
Name  it. 

*  SAIXHBKES. 

That  thon  this  night  forbear  the  banquet 
In  the  pavilion  over  the  Euphrates. 

•  SABDAKAFAI.US* 

Forbear  ihe  ban^piet!  Not  for  all  the  plotters 
That  ever  shook  a  kingdom !  Let  them  come. 
And  do  their  worst:  I  shall  not  blench  for  Ihem ; 
Kor  rise  the  sooner ;  nor  forbear  the  goblet^ 
Nor  crown  me  with  a  single  rose  the  less; 
Nor  lose  one  jojons  hpnr.  —  Ifear  Ihem  not. 


Bnt  then  wonldst  arm  thee,  wonldst  thoa  not^  if 

needful? 


Fkerhaps.    I  have  the  goodliest  armour,  and 

A  sword  of  such  a' temper ;  and  a  bow 

And  javdin^  which  might  inrnish  Nimrod  forth : 


A  little  he9,'vy  irbvt  jet  not  pn^ieldy'  - ,  ■ 

And  now  I  think  ;on  ft,  'tis  long  since  I  've  used 

Eren  in  tlie  dxase-  Hast  erer  seentHem,  brother? 

SAliltUDBKES^''.  t      .     .      ;|, 

Is  this  ^  €ime  for  such  faiitfiMi^  .trailing  ?  •  .  ^ 
If  neeB  bei  -wilt  thou  wear  them?  ,  ,,  j- 

.:  :    .;  :.  v       .  WijUIno.t?ir:.) 

Oh!  if  ijtjn^mt  be  so,  and  these  rash  slaves ;  .,,  .» 
iWiU  not  be  ralcd  with  less,  J  'U  use  ,the;i^\«parjd[.' 
Till  they  shall  wish^  it  turn'd  into  a  distalT. 

sAJtiJiafRirfs. 
They  aayy  thy,,sceptre's  tui?n!d >t<>  that  l^^diy-t/. 

8ABJ}A.j!fAVAtAJ8* 

'    •  '         >. 

That's  false !  but  let  them  say  so:  the  old  Greeks, 
Of  whonji  our  captives  often  sing,  related.    ,  ,     , 
The  sapi^.  oj  their ,  chief  hero ,  Hercules, 
Because  he  loved  a  Lydian  queen :  thou  seest 
The  populace  of  all  the  nations  seize 

Each  calumny  ihey  can  to  sink  their  sovereigns. 

■    ».... 

flAI^KMENES. 

They  did  not  speak  thus  of  thy  fathers. 

<  No;      V 

They  dared  not     They  w^Jre  ^kept  to  toil  and 

combat. 


3^  »Ak>iK*A'FAI-tl5, 

And  never  cbftnged  tikeir'c&ains  lAit  foir  their  iair< 


f.::-  •.  ;:;    iao«ir;--J''*>      ^'<^.i  '*^^  • 


Now  they  hare  p^ife^^ftnd  pastime;  and  the  11-* 


<     I 


To  revel  and  to  rail;  it  £l^lc^  me  not. 

I  would  not  give  the  siolle  of  ons  ftiisfcg&rt 

For  all  the  popnlfir  fc^ath  that  e'ei?  ;diyideii  v  ^  ':i 

A  name  from  .nothi&gv  What  are  the  ranktongdes 

Of  tliia  vil©  herd,  grown  insolent  with  feeding, 

That  I 'shonld  prize  their  noisy  praijf^)  okf  ttread^ 

Tkeiriloisome  clamour?  );.;:..!..>. 

'  •    ••        *'•    'SAUBkfewks.    -r  J'-/",  v.;!.:  •      • 

YbU'  have  said  they  are  men ; 
Asanchthi^lia^rt^^d' something,'^  ':  ^ 


■  ,'v  -   ■  - 

.      »  .      • 


•  <  <    J  »^  / , 


J ,.   T   ;    ,     ■ .  ^      » 


SABJlANAPALtrS. 

•"•    '''"      "  "•'-'  '  <  7  '^   ^     -So  ifliydri^s'if^V 
And  better;  as  more  faithful  :•=-  b tit,*  J)fc^creed;" 
Thou  hafit  my  signet: '—   since  they  arfe'  ttftmil-- 

tuous, 
Let  them  be  tempeir'd,  yet  not  roughly,  ^11     ' 
Necessity  enforce  it.    1  hate  all  pain^ 

*       T 

Civen  or  received;  "wo  have  enough  within  tif, 
The  meanest  vassal  as  the  loftiest  monarch, 
Mot  to  add  to  each  odier's  .natural  burthen 
Of  mortal,  misery,  but  rather  lesseui 
!riy  mild  reciprdcal  alleviation. 
The  fata]  penalties  imposed  on  USo  ^ 
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Bat,thisLtIiey:l^i|PW  iiot>  or  th^y  will  not  know. . 
I  have,  by  Baal  {r  done  all  1  could  to  soothe  tliem: 
I  made  no,yrfX$i  I.  udded  no  'nevr.imposU,  .         ^ 
I  interfered  not  with  their  civic  lives, 
I  let  them  pass  their  d&ys  os.l^c^l  mi^t  8uitthcii|>: 
Fassing.n^  Own  as  suited  me.     . .; 

.  SAJUBMENES. 

Short  of  the  duties  of  a  kin^4 .  f  nd  therefore 
Wbfif  s^,^9a|aprt.t}nfit  .to  be  a  monarch* 

They  lie.—  Unhappily,  I  am  unfit 

To  be  ai;)ghtsi^V(Sja.mQ7iarG^f,;elfe[for  me, 

Xhe  meanest  Ji^d^  mighty  ^O;  Jjjbgfin^teflA  ;    . 

—  9AXJE]ldlKSS. 

.There  14  ^neJU[edejr  at  least^.|iv]iQua^]LS  tq  be.d^ 

What mean'<8;ihou?-^ 'tis  t^|^a^f{:fc^j  -thpudesirest 
Fewqnestions  j(  and  I  'm  not  of  curious  nature. 
Take  the  fit  steps;  and  since  A^/^sity 
Reg^zubres^  1  sanction  and  support  thee.    Ne'er 
Was  man  who.  more,  desired  to  rule  jri  peace  e ,  xt 
The  peaceful  only;  if  they  rquse^pxe,  better  ^  y 
They  had.  coniured  up  sttiru  .IjKinrod  froi]^  hi^ 

„The  mighty  hu^ter/^  I  wiHltmltMheKr  nuAmtA  I 
To  on%^de  desert  chase  o£  bratesy'  wi|o  u^dPfs^'^ 


3|g  aAtfl>AKAPAI.^a,^ 

Bot  ipould  XLO  itttate,  by  1ii«ir'  inwn]  cnoioe,   be 

bnnumi  • 
Jf^Jlof  Aey  Inw.TonHd  me,   Ady -belie;  that 

Wbicb      '    » 
Tb'ey  jet  may  find  me—-  shall  defy  4ieir  iHah 
To  speak  it  worse;  andlet  tbeiAtkailkfteiiiselTeiL 

SAI.EXKN«B. 

Then  thou  at  leaat  canst  feel? 

tAiLDANArAI.T:S.*  '  '  *     . : 

Ingratitode? 


-^     FVH^iiol  pmscPt&'^answer 
3?Fitb  words/  bnt  dkbda.     Ki6e^ '^oti  awake  Hiat 

energy 
^^ndch  sleej^aft'tittie^  fantisnotdea^Firfthinthe^^y 
And  thoa  maj'st  yelrfc*  gl<»rio«s  in  thy  reign^ 
'As  powerful  in  thy  realm.    Farewell! 

*  •  '  (l&i/  SAli3S£K£s). 

SABDAkAPAIXS  (so2tO^' ' 

-  Farewell! 
He  's  gone;  a&d  on  his  fixtger  bears  my  signet,    ' 
.^liicb  is  to  bim  a  sceptre.    "Ek  -is'  stem 
'As  I  am  heedless;  and  the  slafv^  deserre 
To  feel  a  master.  *  l?fhat  may  be  the  danger, 
I]aibwitot:*^behadifi>andit^  lethimqiicllit. 
Mast  I  consume  my  life  ^  tiib  iittk  life  -^ 


In  gnarding  againat  all  may  make  it  leis  ? 
It  is  not  worlli  so  much !  It  vf^XA  tq  die 
Before  my  hour  >  to  live  in  dre^d  of  death^* 
Tracing  revolt:  suspecting  all  ahout  me^ 
Because  they  are  near;  and  all  who  are  remote^ 
Because  they  are  fb".     But  if  it  should  be  so  — 
If  they  should  sweep  me  off  from  earth  andempirey 
Why,  what  is* earth  or  empire  of  the  earth? 
I  have  loved/  and  lived,  and  multiplied  my  image; 
To  die  is  no  less  natural  than  those — 
Acts  df  this  clay !  'Tis  true  I  have  not  shod 
Blood,  as  I  might  have  done,  in  oceans,  till 
My  name  became  the  synonyme  of  death  -— 
A  terror  and  a  trophy.  But  for  this 
I  feel  no  penitence;  my  life  is  love : 
If  I  must  shed  blood,  it  shall  be  by  force. 
Till  now,sno  drop  from  an  .Assyrian  vein 
Hath  flow'd  for  me,  nor  hat}}  the  smallest  coin 
Of  Nineveh's  yast  treasures  e'jer  been  lavish'd 
On  objects  which  could  cost  her  sons  a  tear : 
If  then  they  h^e  me,  'tis  because  I  hate  not; 
If  they  rebel,  it  is,  because  I  oppress  not 
Oh,  men!  ye  must  be  ruled  with  scythes  not 

sceptres, 
And  mow'd  down  like  the  grass ,  else  all  we  reap 
Is  rank  abund^ce,  and  a  rotten  harvest 
Of  discontents  infecting  the  fair  8oil> 
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Malting  a  desert  of  fertilky*  *— 

I  '11  think  no  morcf.  ~  Within  there ,  ho! 


Enter  an  Attendant. 

SAB»ANAPALV9« 

Slave  ^  tell 
lie  Ionian  Myrrba  we  would  crave  her  presence. 

ATTENDANT.       , 

King  I  she  is  here. 


1  '• 


MY.RKHA  enters* 

sABDANArAXiUS  (apart  to  [/itiefiddnt),  ■ 
Away!  ' 

{Addressing  Mtxbba]). 
Beautiful  being! 
Thou  dost  almost  anticipate  my  hea^ ;  ' 
It  throbb'd  for  thee^  and  here  thou  comest:  let  me 
Deem  that  some  unknown  inlluence>  some  sweet 

oracle^ 
Communicates  between  us  >  thon^'  unseen. 
In  absence,  and  attracts  us  to  each  other. 

MYKRSA. 

There  doth. 

SARDANAPALtrs. 

I  know  there  doth;  but  not  its  name ; 
What  is  it? 


,  lu  may  native  land  a  God, 
Andria  lay  lie^rt  a  fceli;ig  likp  a  God's,  ^ 

Exalteid  J  yet  I  own  'tia  only  mortal ; 
For  wliat!J[XeGl  i*  Jiumble,  And  yet  happy  tt 
That  i^iiL  >v;9pld  be  happy ;.  but  ^^ 

(Mybrha  pauses). 

There  cornea 
For  ever  sottething  between  us  and  what 
We  deem  our  happiness :  let  me  removes    - 
The  barrier  which  that  hesitating  accent 
,Pi*ocJ^ims,,tQ  fhine,  and  mii^c  is  sealed. 

HTBRHA.  % 

My  lord!  — 

SARDANAPALUS. 

My  lord  ••^  my  king  — <*  sire  -^  sovereign!   thas 

IS  —    .. 

For  ever  thus ,  address'd  with  awe.    I  ne'er 

Can  see  a  smile,  unless  in  some  broad  ban^iOLet's 

Intoxicafihg  glare,  when  the  buffoons 

Have  gorged  themselves  up  to  equality. 

Or  I  have  quaff 'd  me.  down  to  their  abasement 

Myxrha,  I' can  hear  all  tlueie  things,  these  nameff. 

Lord  —  king  —  sire  —  mon^ch.-r*  nay  9  sime  was 

I  prized  them. 
That  is  I  I  suffered  ihem  from  slaves  and  nobles; 
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But  when  tliey  falter  from  tlie  lips  I  love; 
The  lips  .wliich  haye  been  press'd  to  mine^  a  cliill 
Gomes  o'er  my  Leart^a  cold  sense  of  the.  faHehobd 
Of  this  mj;  station ,  which  represses  feeb'iig  '  •     • 
In  those  for  whom  I  have  felt  most^  and  inaltes  n:e 
\Vish  that  I  could  lay  down  the  dull  tia^il/' 

« 

Aiid  share  a  cottage  on  the  Caucasus 
With  thee  J  and  wear  no  crowns  but  those  of 

flowers* 

mrnjiLEjL. 
Would  that  we  could!  '     ^  •     *  - 

SABDAKAPAI^irs, 

And  dost  Motf  feel  this  ?  —  Why? 
mnuLHA. 
Then  thou  wouldst  know  what  thou  canst  never 

know. 

.  6AR  DAN  AFAI.U8* 

And  that  is  ^- 

MTJBLIUIA. 

71)6  true  value  of  a  heart; 
At  least  > .  a  woman's. 

SABDANAPAXirS. 

I  have  proved  a  thooMnd  -r 
A  thousand  9  and  a  thousand.  .  — 


Hearts? 


A     TBACSUy.  4i 

^'      .  Itliiiikso. 

xtrrha;  .1 
Not  one!  the  time m&y  come  iJioq  may'st.  :  . 

Hear^  Myrrha;  Salerapnefi  ]^^  declared -« 
Or  why  or  how  he  h^th  divined  it,  Belus, 
Who   Ibimded    our  great  roajm,    knows  mo^re 

\  than  I  — 
But  Salemenei  hatji  declared  idj  throne 
In  peril.  •' 

MTR&aA* 

HedidwelL 

And  say'st  thou  ao  ?  , 
Then  whom  he  spurn'd  so  harshly,  and  now  dared 
DrivQ  from  our  presenqe  with  his  savage  jeers^ 
And  made  ti^ee  weep  and  blush?      ^ 

MY«RHA. 

I  I  should  do  both 

More  frequentlyi  and  he  did  well  to  call  me 
Back  to  my  duty*    But  thou  sp^kest  of  peril  *^,  • 
Peril  to  thee  — ,,  ... 

J     ..     SABDANAPAWJf 

Ay,  frpmdaj^k  plots  and  snared 
From  Medes;-^and  djsconte^tjSji.f^PPP*  and  nations^. 
I  know  not  what  -r->  a  labyrinth  of  things  *^ 


A  Jttflsie  of  JBmtter'd  tibreats  anil  mysteries: 
Thon  knoVst  the  maa  *—  it  s  his  nsnal  castom. 
Bat  he  is-  lionett    Como ,  we^  ihiak  *i^'  mdre 

on't  — 
Bnt  bf  tb^  midnight  festivaL 

To  think  of  aught  sal^e  f^stivaij.  Thon  bast  not . . 
Spnrn'd  bis  sage  cautions  ? 

What  ? — and  dost  thon  f  earn? 

Fear!  -^  I  'm  a  Greeks  and  'bow^^hb^d  I  fear 

death? 

« 

A  slave,  and  wherefbre  sbould  I  dread  my  free*? 

dom?  .' 

(Rien  wherrfore  &ost  thou  turn  so^j^Ao  ? 

Mtkrha. 

I  love. 

•  •    • 

SAllX)AKAIVkI'US.  . 

AntT'do  tiot  I?  Ifov'e  thee  far-^  for mor^ 
Than  either  the  brief  life  or  the  wide  realjift^ 
.Wbich^itmay  beware  menaced j—-yetIblenchiiot. 


That  means  thou  lovest  nor  Ifrysdf  iTor  me; 
For  ho*  who  lovear  Mother  lored  himself' 


Even  for  that  otIi4Ji'^a .  «ake.    This  i^  too  rash  : 
Kingdoiiu.and  livea  are  not  to  be  so  lo»t 

Lo3t!— -why^who  iaihe  aspiring  chief  who  dared 
Assume  to  win  them  ? 

my»rha; 
Wo  is  he  shonld  dread 
To  try  so  much  ?  When  he -who  is  their  ruler 
Forgets  himself^  will  Hhey  remember  him  ? 

••  •  r 

aAHDAKAPAiiUS. 

Myrrha! 

r 

Frown  not  upon  me:  yon  haye  amiled 
Teo  often  on  me  not  to  n^a^e  those  frowns 
Bitterer  to  bear  than  any  punishment 
Which  they  may  auguc.*—  King,  I  am  your  subject  i 
Master^   I  am  your  alaTe !    Miui,  I  have  loved 

you!~ 
Loved  you,  I  know  not  by  what  fatal  weakens, 
Although  a  Greek,  and  born  a  foe  to  monarchs-^ 
A  slave,  and  hating  fetters  '^  an  Ionian, 
And,  therefoxte,  when  I  lovio  a  stranger^  mor^ 
Degraded  by  that  pasdon  tba^  by  chains! 
Still  I  have  loved,  you..  Jf  that.love  were  strong 
Enough  to  overcome  all  former  nature, 
Sh^  it  not^claim  the  privilege  to  save  70*1?     ■ 


\ 

iS'tf^tf  mei^siy  bestaty!    Thou  art  very  fair,^   , 
And  what  I  seek  of  thee  is. love-—  not  safety. 

'  '  •  ■  •  •  •  , 

And  without  love  where  dwells  security?  ,.     . 

SABDAKAPALUS. 

I  spealq  of  woman's  l^ve*  , 

The  very,  prst  :;    ^   ,f^ 
Of  human  life  must  spring  from  woman's  breast. 
Your  first  small  words  are  taught  you  from  her  lips, 
Your  first  tears  quench'd  by  her,  and  your  last  sighs 
Too  often  breathed  out  in  a  woman'^  hearing. 
When  men  have  shrunk  froln  the  ignoble  care 
Of  watching  the*  last  honr  of  him  who  led  thenik 

SARDAKAPA&UVS.      w 

My  elo^tient  Ionian !  thou  speak^st  music,  .  / 

The  very  chorus  of  £be  tragic  song-.  1  . .  ;.  ; 
i  have  heard  thee  talk  of  as  the  favourite  pastime 
Of  thy  far  father -land.     Nay,  w^ep^iot —  calm 

thee, 

aCYKRUA. 

I  weep  not.  •—  Biit  I  pray  thee ,  do  not  speak 
About  my  fathers  or  their  land. 

0ABnANABAjLV$.  .     . 

Yet  oft 
Thou  speak€st  of  them? 


WilC^^v^fiow  in  woods'  tuao^ncipasly:        '  i    .  " 
But  MtlwiKanolIier  :spelitoiiollX7reec«9itj]nro|iiidfltBa« 

Well;  then;  how  wtold«tlh^a-#a^tf«xie^*4fttiiott 

'mrfRRA. 
^''tiga«&lngtheeto*4t^ft.thy3eIi>  and  not   . 

The  rage  of  the  w0t«t.w«r^^tliewar  of  brethren. 


•  •        • 


SABDA^AFAttrS. 

Why,  child;  I  loathe  all  war,  and  warriors • 
I  live  in  peace  and  pleasiure ;'  what  can  man 
Do  more?  -      ;-. 

«  »  r  •    •  •  , 

UYAR&A. 

Alas !  my  lord  >  .with  common  men . 
There  needs  too  oft  the  show  of  war  to  keep 

The  substance  of  sweet  peace ;  and  for  a  king,' 

•«        .  ■  •  "  ,  • 

'Tis  sornq'times  better  to  be  fe.ar'd  than  loved. 

SARDAKABAXirS. 

•  i' 

And  I  have  never  sought  but  for  the  last. 

kvrrhI. 
And  now  art  neithct. 

HARIIANArALUS. 

Dost  thoa  i«f  so ;  Myrrha  ? 
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K¥IIBHA« 

J  speak  of  4U9ic  piopolar  love^  aeif  love, 
Which  meam  that  m^tare  kept  in  awe  and  hlwv 
Yet  not  oppreM'd  —  at.  least   they   nmrttv  not 

:    '       think  so; 
Or  if  th^  think  so,  deem  it  necessarj;  ".   ^I.    .  t 
To    ward    o£E    woraer.  oppression,   their    own 

passions. 
A  king  qtHeiaU,  diid  fldwera,  and  wJner^undr^Tcii 
AmQ,  lo¥e ,  and  mirth ,  wasnever  king  of  glory. 

Glory!  what's  that? 

Ask  of  the  gods  tjiy  father* 

SABDANAPAIiUS. 

They  cannot  answer;  when  the  priests  speak  for 

tlicm, 

?Tis  for  some  small  addition  to  the  temple. 

•I 

MTRBHA. 

Look  to  the  annals  of  thine  empire's  founders, 

SAfiDANAPALUS. 

They  are  so  blotted  o*er  with  blood,  I  cannot. 
But  what  wouldst  hare?   the  empire  has  Been 

,*  •  '. founded. 
I  cannot  go  on  multiplying  empires. 

MYia^A. 
r  thine  own. 


At  least  I  will  enjo^  it :  .CI 
Come,  Myrrlia,  let  u»  bn  te  the  Euphrates; 
The  hour^fi«»Ui  thjj  gtaidftS  ptepii^^^ 
And  thei  pavilftn  /  deck^^j^r  d)iHr  tttemt^  -      -  -'^f 
In  fit  a4oti&feiit  fo*  th(f  ^iAng'Jbknqntt, 
Shall  blaze'wtiBi  beAtoty  ajtid  if iffi. light;  mfm  -' 
It  seeffis'TEoi'f o^  the  stai's  which  «i^  nbore'his-        '  *" 
Itaetf  aiir  6ip|)&sfte  star  •  ^fl^iftt^vre  will  sit:  -   -    <  •  »• 
Crown'd  with  fresh  flowers  1*^' — .         .  ^  ;.M  lU    * 

..'  .  __        Victimai       ,. 

■ '  '' ''  ' 

?'    •  —    '   No,  like  sorciSeigttf^ 

The  sjhpphqrd  kings  of . patriarchal  times* 

'        ' '     ' '  .        '    #.    .  •  .     I, 

Who  knew  »o  brighter  gems'than  summer  wreaths^ 
And  none  but  tearless  triumphs*    Let  us  on. 


V   *i-. 


Mnter  Pania. 


paxia; 

•■  -  '  •  .  -  , 

May  the  king  live  for  ever  f 

.-'.     ..  'Not  an  hour 

Longer  than  he  cdn  love.    How  my  soiil  bates 
This  kngnaje,  which  makes  life  itself  « lie, 


Flattering  dust  with  ctomy-    Well,  PsnU  I 
Be  bxlef.  .  '  "^  ^ 

i  I.  am  <^argediby  SalemcriQ^  to 
Reiteratp  his  prayer  ^nto  tlie  ki|ig,  v    /      ^      - 
Tliat  for  thM  day,  &t  kast,  lie  wilj  Mt.^W^* 
Tliq^yolace:  whtiixtbegeaeral  returfWj;;-.;  I  r^    ,^ 

He  will,  adduce  auch  reasons  as  will  warrant 
His  daring ,  and  perhaps  obtain  ibfi  pardon 
Of  his  presumption.    .:  •....:.,;  i. 

8Aia)AKAFALU8. 

'What!  am  I  then  coop'd? 
Already  captive  ?  can  I  not  even  breathe 
The  breath  of  heaven?  Tell  prince  SalemeneSi 
Were"  all  Assyria^  raging  round  the  walls 
In  mutinous  ^myriads,  I  would  still  go  forth; 

PAK^A. 

I  must  obey,  and  yet— 

MYARHA.  ^ 

Oh,  monarch,  listen.  —* 
How  many  a  day  and  moon  thou  hast  reclined 
.Within  these  palace  walls  in  silke;i;i  dalliance, 
And  never  shown  thee  to  thy  people's  longing; 
Ijcaving  thy  subjects'  eyes  ungratified, 
The  satraps  uncontroll'd,  the  godsunworshipp'd, 
And' all  things  in  the  anarchy  of  sloth, 
ffnn  .11    aavc  evil,'  slnmber'd  through  the  realm! 


And  wilt  thon  not  now  tarry  for  a  d&j, 
A  day  wtiicli  may  redeem  thee  ?    Wilt  tlxou  not* 
Yield  to  the  few  still  faithful  a  few  hours, 
For  them,  for  thee,  for  thy  past  fathers'  race; 
And  for  thy  sdns^  inheritance  ?  •  '^^ 

PANXA.       . 

'Tis  true! 
From,  the  deep  tprgency  with  which  the  princp 
DespatchM  me  to  your  sacred  presence  ,1     - 
Must  dare  to  add  my  feeble  voice  to  that 
Whicl^  now  has  spoken.  , 

No ,  it  must  not  be.   : 

htrrha; 

* 

For  f^e  sake  of  thy  realm. 

^AJBDAKAPAI^trs. 

Away! 

For  that 
Of  all  thy  faithful  subjects ,  who  will  rally- 
Round  thee  and  thine.  • 

SABPAKAPALTTS. 

These  are  merd  phantitsiei ; 
There  is  no  peyU/.  r"  ^^*.*  suljfen  scheme 

*  t 


tS 

•» 


Of  Salemencs,  td  approve  hia  zeal, 
Aitd  diow  Umaell  mere  necessarf^ovus* 

MTRRHA* 

.'  .  ■      '     I     ' 

B  J  all  that's  good  and  glorious  take  this  connse], 

SABDANAPAIiUS. 

Business  to -^  inorrow«^ 

vriikHA. 

Ay ,  or  death  to  -  night. 

Why  let  it  come  then  unexpected^     . 
^Midst  joy  and  gentleness ,  aiid  mirth  and  lore; 
So  let  me  fall  like  the  pluck'd  rose ! «—  far  better 
Thus  than  be  withered. 


t  » 


M)rRBA. 

Then  thou  -mlt  not  yiel^. 
Even  for  the  sake  qf  all  that  ever  stirr'd . 
A  monarch  into  attion ,  to  forego 
A  trifling  revel. 

SABnANAS^ALVS. 

.No.  . 

HTRRA. 

Then  yield  for  mine^ 

F!<y:jny  «Jkji! 

SAKDAITAPALVS. 

Thine ,  my  Myrrha  ? 


A     TBACfiUT.  5l 

VTEaHA. 

Tis  the  first 
Boon  which  I  e^^  taVd  ABsfyrh^B  king. 

SABDANAPAfiUS. 

That's  tme;  and  wer  't  my  kingdom  most  be 

•     ^  granted.' 

Well,  for  thy  sake,  I  yield  me.    Pania,  hence!  , 
Thou  hear'st  me. 

FANIA. 

Jbid  obey. 

{JEr«4  Panm.) 

•ARDAKAPALVS*     *  / 

I  marvel  At  thee.r. . 
What  is  thy  motiW,  MyrrJia^  thus  to  urge  aie  ? 

HraanA, 

Thy  safety;  and  die  certainty  thtft  nought 
Could  urge. the  prince  tby  kteaman  to  return 
Thus   much   jrom  Ihee,    but  some  impending 

danger^  •> 

SARDANAPAIiirs.  ' 

And  it  I  do  not  flreat  it,  why  shouldst  thou?     -^ 

mraBHA. 
Because  thou  doat  not  fear^  I  fear  for  thee* 

r 

-  SASBANAFALUS. 

To  «inorow  t||im  wflt  atnile  at  ilies*  yain  {hneies. 

Da 
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MTRBSA. 

If  the  worst  come,  I  shall  be  where  none  weepi 
And  that  is  better  than  the  powei?  to  smile. 
And  thou? 

SABDANAPALUS. 

I  sliall  be  king  y  as  he]^etofore• 

HYRIIHA. 

■    •      »     ' 

Where? 

8ABDAKAFAI«US. 

Witli  Baal,  Nimrod,  and  Seimramisi 
Sole  in  Assyria,  or  with  theiri'clsewlicre. ' 
Fa^  made  me  what  I  am  —  may  make  me  notIi«* 


Sa&ii 


Bn&itlier  thiat  or  nothing  mast  I  be ;  \    , 

I  wul  not  live  degratded. 

MYRHHA.  ' 

* 

Hadst  thou  felt  . 
Thus  always,  none  would  ever  dare  degrade  thee*  - 

^AnOANAPAWS, 

And  who  will  do  ;io  now  ? 

MTRRHA. 

.   ^  '  Dost  thou  suspect  none  ?^ 

•     '  ■«'         ...•  •■', 

8ABDANAPALU8. 

Suipect!*—  that 's  a  spy's  office.  Oh!  we  lose 
Ten  thousand  precious  moments  in  Vain  wor^s, 
And  vainer  fears.  Within  there  J  :r- Ye  slaves,  deck 
The  hall  of  Nimrod  for  tho:  evening  Jr^rel:       -  '  V 


A    THAGBI/T.*  5J 

If  I  must  make  a  prison  of  our  palace. 

At  least  we  '11  wear  our  fetters  jocundly; 

If  the  Euphrates 'be  forbid  us,  and 

"ilie  summer  dwetling  on  its  beauteous  border. 

Here  we  are^  still  unmenaced.  Ho!  witbin there ! 

(Exit  SABDAKAPALUS.) 
^TBBHA  (solus). 

Wty  do  I  love  this  man  ?  My  country's  daughters 
LoTc  taone  but  heroes.  But  I  have  no  country ! 
The  slave  hath  lost  all  save  her  bonds.  I  tovehim; 
And  that 's  the  heaviest  link,  of  the  long  chain  -« 
To  love  avNrhbm  we  esteem  nfot.    Be  it  so : 
The  hour  is  coming  when  he  11  need  all  l6ve. 
And  find  none.  To  fall  from  him  now  were  b%ser 
Than  ^to  have  stabb'd  him  on  his  throne  when 

highest 
Would  have  been  noble  in  my  country's  creed;  * 
I  was  not  made  for  either.     Could  I  save  him, 
I  should  not  love  him  better,  but  myself; 
And  I  have  need  of  the  last,  for  I  have  fallen 
In  my  own  thoughts,  by  loving  this  soft  stranger ; 
And  yet  methinks  I  love  him  more,  preceiving 
That  he  is  hated  of  his  own  barbarians, 
The  natural  foes  of  all  the  blood  of  Greece. 
Could  I  but  wake  a  single  thought  like  those 
Which  even  the  Phrygians  felt  when  battling  long 
Twixt  nion  and  the  sea,  within  his  heart, 


I 


y* 


A  AKUAKAP  A  I.US, 


He  would  tread  down  Uie  barbaroua  crowds^  and 

» 

triumpli.  ... 
He  loves  me,  and  I  love  him;  the  sljare  loves 
Her  master  j  and  would  free  him  from  his  vioBs. 
If  not  9  I  have  a  meaas  of  freedom  stilly 
And  if  I  cannot  tesch  him  how  to  reign. 
May  show  him  how  alone  a  kin^  can  leave 
His  throne.  I  must  not  lose  him  Irom  my  sight. 

\ 


«■« 


»     t 


^     k.  t  ,t    • 


i 
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ACT  n.  scEum  i. 


^UHMMMBWiM^M 


»      •      I    c 


':  } 


•l^,    .   \ 


.'   .-.    • 


\ 


The  JPcgial  iff  the  same  Hall  of  the  Pafdccx^ 

BE£E8KS    Qtokuy  ../ 

The  fltm  go^  down:    nethhiks  He  aeti^  ifacff>^ 

How  redhe  gInre»ateong8ttlK>sed0e|>enuigoloi|dd0^ 
Like  the  Mood  he  predicts^  .  if  Hot  in  vm^ 
Thou  8iin>that  slnkest,  end  ye  etart  wkieb^e^ :.' 
I  have  outwatch'd  ye ,  reading  ray  by  ray    .        C 
The  ediets  of  yonrorbs^  which  nuke  Tine  triBBBUei 
For  what  lie  bringe  the  nations^  His  the  fiurthest 
Hour  of  Assyria's  years.    And  yet  how  oidH  t; 
An  earthquake  should  announce  so  great  a  fall  — * 
A  summer's  sun  discloses  it    Yon  diski 
To  the  star  -read  Chaldean ,  bears  upon 
Its  everlasting  page  the  end  of  what 
Seem'd  everlasting ;  but  oh !  thou  true  sun ! 
The  burning  orKcle  of  all  tliat  live, 


56  sxMDJLVXtxhva, 

As  fountain  of  all  life>  and  symbol  of 

Him  whe  bestows  it,  wherefore  dost  thou  limit . 

Thy  lore  unto  calamity?  Why  not 

Unfold  the  rise  of  days  mo|:e  worthy  thine  . 

All  •^glorious  burst-fironr  ocean?  why  not  dart 

A  beam  of  hope  athwart  the  future's  years. 

As  of  wrath  to  its  days?  Hear  me!  oh!  hear  me! 

I  am  thy  worshipper,  thy  priest,  thy  servant  — • 

I  have  ^azed  on  thee  at  thy  rise  and  fal^ 

And  bbw'd  my  head  beneath  thy  mid  -  day  l^eams. 

When  my  eye  dared  not  meet  Ihee.  I  havewatch'd 

Worthed,  and  after*  thee,  and  pray'd  tp  thee,«  - 

And  sacrificed  to  thee,  and  read,  and  fear'd  thee. 

And  ask'd  of  the6,  and  thou  hast  &nsMrer'd-nl>ut' 

Qrily  io  thus  much:  while  I  speak,  he  sinks  •;!-* 

Is  gon9-^  and  leaves  his  beauty,  not  his  knowledge^ 

Tp.'the.;delighted  west,  which  revels  in 

Its  hues  of  dying  glory.     Yet  what  is  . 

Beatb^.fto.it  be  but  glorious?  Tis  a  sunset ^^ 

And  mortals  may  be  happy  to  rcsctnble:  .    .,  , 

The  ^oda  but  in  .decay, .  ..■.;' 


«       A       • 


JEntdr  ARbAfCEs^   hy  an  inner  dooK 


'I  -  •» 


'•  i'-  Bdleses,  why  * "»  •  • 

So  rapt  in  thy  devotions?  Dost  thou  stand  ' 


I 

^       Gazing  to  trace  thy  disappearing  god 
Into  aoine'rea]iirt8lf  undiscovered  day? 
Oor  bu3in^ds  is  nvith  night  r-~  'tis  come* 

Bnt  not 

Gone*  r:    •    » 

•  -» • »     . 

Let  it  jnolj  on  r^  w^.  aire  r^ady. 

•     •      ■' '  .Yes. 

Would  it  were  over!  -    •'  '♦::  . 

•  :       .   !'•  :!   'Does'ttlie.Pfojaiet  doubt, 
To  whom  tfie  .very  stars  shin^  ^itt^ry  ?  -  *   rrov  '^^ « 

I  do  nor  doTtbttof  Tictory—  hnt  the  victor^ 


ARBACES.     - 


Well,  let  thy  science  settle  that.  Meantime^ 

I  liavc  prepared  as  many  glitCering  spears 

As  will  out -sparkle  otiraUiirs  —your  planets. 

There  is*  no*  more  to  thwart  us.    Tlie  she  -  kingV 

That  less  than  woman,.:  i»  .even  now  upon 

The  waters  with  his  female  mate*.   .Tke  Qvi^V  .  ' 

Is  issued  for  the  feast,  in  >  thf  pavilion. 

The  first  cigr  ^hich  ^e  d^^^ns  will  bg  the  last 

Quaff'dby  the  line  of  Niguroijt;.;  ;  ,  ^* 


^ 


5t  eAmuA^ArAJLUs, 


!.  Twaa abnevie  one. 
And  is  a  weak  one*—  'tis  worn  out  »«<  we  'Umend  it. 

r  * 

BEI.X8E8, 

Art  sure  of  that?    ^ 

AlUSACSS. 

Its  founder  w««  *t  IrtiAt^r  -^ 
I  am  a  soldier  —  whfiil;  is  ikere  to  fear  ? 

9£LS8ES. 

Tbe soldier.  ..o  oi:  ;  ji  . 

And  tbe  priest,  it  may  be;  but 
If  you  thotight  timay .  or  tliink ,  wl^y  not  reiaia 
Your  king  of  concubi|»ea  ?  why  stir  me  up  ? 
Why  spur  me  t0*tki«  enterprise?  .your  own 
tfo  less  than  mine  ? 

[r  l^ftokto  the  sky! 

'T  llook- 

V^liat  seest  thou? 

A  f^  stUmfieyVMibght>  md 

The  gatheiing  of  the  stars.  '  *  \  • 


^     XBAOCDY. 
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'I      .  I 


And  midst  them,  mark 
Yon  earliest,  ana  the  brightest,  which  so  quivers, 
As  it  would  g^uit  its  place  in  the  blue  ether. 

Well? 

•  ■        •         -      .1 

*  scnssstf. 

^Tklbynktd:  ruler  *^  thy  birth,  pkoet* 

My  star  is  in  this  seabbord';  yfken  it  slimsir 

It  shall  oiit-.  dazzle  comets.    Let  us 

Of  what  is  to  be  done  to  justify      - 

Thy  planets  and  their  portents.  When  we  conquer, 

^hey  shall  h*VQ  femples—  ay,  and  priests—  and 

Shalt  be  the  pontiff  of —what  god»  thou  wilt;, 
For  I  observe  that  they  are  ever  iu&t. 
And  own  the  bravest  for  the  most  devout. 

SELESES. 

Ay,  and  the  most  devout  for  brave »— thou  hast  not 
Seen  me  turn  back  from  battle. 

AABACES* 

No ;  I  own  thee 
As  firm  in  fight  as  Babylonia's  captain 
As  skilful  in  Chaldea's  worship;  new, 
Will  it  but  please  thee  to  forget  thfe  priest, 
And  be  the  warrior? 


d 


/ 

1 

BEUBSSS. 

Why  not  both? 

The  better; 

And  ]ret  it  almost  shames  mtl  we  shall  hayc 
So  little  to  effect.    This  woman's  warfare    '  - 
Degrades  the  very  conqueror.     To  Mve  plnck'd 
A  hold  and  bloody  despot  Jhom  his^.tkrone. 
And  grappled  with  him,  clashing  sted  with  steely 
That  werei  heroic  or.  to  win  or  fall; 
Bat  to  npndse  my  sword  against  this  silkwarmy 
And  hear  him  whine,  it  mqr  be«— 


'WH.TSB5, 

Do  not  deem  itr 
He  has  thatin  him  which  may  make  yon  strife  yet; 
And  were  he  all  yon  think,  his  guards  arehardy. 
And  Jieaded  by  die  cool^  stem  Salemenes. 


They  H  not  resist. 


Yfhj  not?  they  are  soldiers. 


True, 
iUid  thereioKv  need  a  soldier  to  cemmand  them. 


That  SJaitntJ 


fint^iiot  thfir  king. 

1^  lie  hates  tlie  effeminate*,  tbuig  tkat'go-f 

▼ernSj 
For  tlie  queen's  sake,  Lis  sijier.    Mark  you  not 
He  keeps  aloof  from  all  the  revels  ? 

2XI.SSSS. 

But 
Notfirom tbe  council— there  he  kis  ever  constant* 

AKBACSS.' 

And  ever  thwarted :  what  wou]d  jou  have  more 
To  make  a  rebel  out  of  ?  A  fool  reigning^ 
His  blood  dishonoured^  and  himself  disdain'df 
Yfbj,  it  is  to  reTenge  we  work  for. 

f  8£IiSS£S. 

Could 
He  but  be  brought  to  think  so:  this^I  doubt  of. 

.^      '  ARBACSS.  >• 

What )  if  we  sound  him? 

BBZiSSBS.  .      •        '  ' 

yes  —  if  the  time  served. 
Enter  Ba1£A« 

BAL£A. 

Satraps !  The  king  commands  row  presence  at    r 
The  feast  to  »•  night*        .    ^ 


\ 

BSIJSSES.- 

*  '  1^  hear  u  to  obey. 
'    .'  "  \  No;  licrt in  the pdt -'< 

▲ABACE9. 

Howl  in,t^  palace?  it  was  not  thus  ordered. 
It  is  so  order'd  now. 

ARBACJS8.     . 

•-      -  .  -    •  •'-.     . 

,'  And  wliy? 

SAZdU« 

IJBaow.n«t. 

May  I  retire? 

A1UIACE8. 

'  3SUy.  '  •'    ■ 

SEUBSES  (to  ABBJkCES  Oside). 

Hush !  iidt  1dm  go  hif  ^itnf* 
(Aliernaiely  to  Bauea.>  Yes^^alea,  thank  the  mo- 
narchy kiss  the  hem 
Of  hia  imperial  robe,  and  say,  his  slaves    , 
Will  take  the  cmms  he  deigns  to  scatter  from 
Bis  royal  table  at  the  hour  ^  was  't  midnight? 

«       • 

It  was;  the  place;  the  Hall  of  Nimrod.  Lords, 
I  humble  me  before  you, and  depart.  (^ExUBalbx) 


I  like  wilt  fltfa  ^ane  nuMetnOmg^^fUM;-  ■'  ■■- 
There  is  solM^iriystery  prk^refolre^oitMlieotoft^' 

Doffli  iie  not^Iiaiige  &.  tlionsapd  times  a  day? 
Sloth  is  rfdl  tilings  tlie  Aei^fiimAlViliF^ 
Ani  mores  mote  pBtasmgn  in  H$iMsmB    - 
Than  generals  in  flieir  inarches  when  they  seek 
The  Idnr^  'tMtlooMih&t.^WufAfXtiU^w^ 

Mttie? 
•^    '  ••   ^UiiiAc»s« 

^e  loved  that  gay  pavilion>  -*  it  Iran  evwr        ^ 
Hia  aununer  dotag0. 


*     ♦ 


And  Ke  l<Mr»d  hia^qneeii  «^ 
And  thi^  n  Choutoand  hsrlotry  bealdea  -r« 
And  he  has  loved  all  thinga  by  tiima ,  cxoe^ 
Wisdom  and  glory. 

StOlixtlJikeitnot 

» 

If  he  has  changed — why  so  must  we:  the  attak 
Were  easy  in  the  isolatlrftiiower^ 
Beset  with  drowsy  guards  and  diiufl^encdtirtiers; 
BtttintheHallofNimrod'— ^    ^'  .  ' 


« 


H^thouglit  the  hangbty  soldier  fear'd  to  momit 
A  ihrpne  tpOTeM&j  t-^  rdoes  it  disappoint  tlieo 
T^r^d  tli^re  is  a-^Iipperier  step  or  two 
Than  what  was  couated  onl 

'-'  •  When  the  hour  coiof;^^ 

Thou  shalt  perceive  how  &r  I  fear  or  no. 
Thou  hast  seen^my  life  at  stake*— and  gaily  pjay'd 

for-^ 
But  here  Ss  more  upon  ihe  i^ye  -^  a  j^ng^om; . 

asi«ssEs. 

I  have  foretold  already •«  thou  wilt.win  it: 
Then  on^  and  prosper. 

ABBACBS.      . 

.  Now  were  I  a  soothsayer,' 
I  woidd  have  boded  so  much  to  myself. 
But  be  the  stars  obey'd  —  I  cannot  quarrel  ' . 
With^them,  nor  the^  interpreter.  ^Vto  >  here? 

Enter  Salehenes. 

•    Satraps.! .     . 

.   JBSIiEaCS* 

Mypidnc^!  ,    , 

SALEMFKES. 

< 

Well  met  -r  I  »puglit  ye  both 
But  elsewhere  ^jttfXk  ^e  pakce* 


i 
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A     TBAGED'T. 
ARBACXS. 

Wherefore  so? 

SAL£M£NEf. 

Tm  not  the  hoiir,  ^ 

A3IBAC£5. 

Tlie  hour— ."vrliat  hour? 

SAI£MENX3. 

Of  midnight. 

BEI.S3JB8. 

Midnight;  my  lot d! 

"What ,  are  you  not  inrited  ? 

BEi^E8£8, 

Oh!  yes— we  had  forgotten.  ^ 

SAI£H£K£5. 

Is  it  nsnal 
Thus  to  forget  a  sovereign's  invitation? 

Why — we  but  now  received  it. 

«  SAL£MEN£S. 

Then  why  here? 

ARBAC£S. 

On  duty.  ' 

On  what  duty? 

B£I.£S£S. 

On  the  staters. 

roLxr.  E 


We  have  the  privilege  to  approach  the  presence  : 
Bat  found  the  monarch  adaent. 

An4Ito9 
Am  upon  duty. 

ARBACS8. 

ItSxy  we  crave  its  purport  7 

SAI«EMEN£S. 

To  arrest  two  traitors.     Guards!  Within  there! 

Enter  Guards. 

6AIJEMENE8  {coiktinuing}. 

Satraps, 

Your  swords. 

'  sEJuESES  [delivering  his). 

My  lord  I  behold  my  scimitar. 
ABBACEs  {drawing  his  aworcC^m 

Take  mine. 

flAi£MEKEs  (adi^ancing')    . 
I  wiU.  ;      *• 

'ahbace.  * 

•  •  •  • 

,  .         .  -  g^^  .^  your  heart  the  blade  — - 

The  hilt  ^uits  not  this  hand. 

sAJUsacENE^  (dratping). 

How!  dost  thou  brave  me? 
Tis  wen*— this  saves  a  trials  and  false  mercy. 
Soldiers ,  hew  down  the  rebel ! 


,    ▲     TBAOBDY.  Qj 

f 

ABBACIES, 

Soldiers!  Ay  — 
Alone  you  dare  upt. 

SALEMENSS. 

'  Alone!  foolisll  slave -^ 

Wbat  is  thefe  in  tbee  that  a  prince  should  shrink 

from 
Of  open  force  ?  We  dread  thy  treason ,  not 
Thy  streng)^ :  thy  tooth  is  nonght  without  its 

venom-* 
The  serpent's  I  not  the  lion's.  .  Cut  Jhim  down*.     • 

jiBiiESEs   (interposing), 
Arbaces !  are  yon  mad  ?  Have  I  not  rendered. 
My  sword  ?  Then  trust  lilce  me  our  sovereign's 

justice. 

AilBACES. 

No  —  I  will  sooner  trust  the  stars  thou  prat'st  of 
And  this  ailight  arm^  and  die  a  king  at  least 
Of  my  own  breath  and  hody  -^  Ho  fir  that 

None  else  shall  chain  them.  -    '  .i  .m,  . 

8AX.EMENBS  {tO  tk0  GuOrds), 

Yon  hear  him  and  mt. 
Tate  hhn  not,  — •  kill. 

{The  Guards  aitah  Abb  aces,  who  defends 
himself  palianify^  and  dsxtsrousfy  tUlths^ 
wapsr. 

Is  it  even  so;  and  must 


I  do  the  Longman's  ofiice?  Recreahts!  aei» 
How  you  ahould  fella  traitor. 

(Sajuemenes^  atials  Abb  aces.) 

JSnler  SJi33iDJ^KAVALVS.<ind  Train. 

8iaLDANAFAI.US.  ' 

Hold  your  hands  — * 
Updn  your  lives ,  I  say.  \^1iat,  deaf  or  drunken  ? 
My  sword!  Oil  fool,  I  wear  no  sword  j  here,  fellow. 
Girt'  mc  thy  weapon, 

(To  a  Guard.) 
Sabbakapalus  snatches  a  sword  from  one  of  the 

4 

^       soldierBy  and  inales  Between  t/te  combatans  ^-^ - 
they  separate.) 

In  my  very  palape !   , 
What  hinders  me  from  cleaving  you  in  twain, 
Audacioiu  brawlers? 

Bi:LxsEsr 
Sire,  your  justice. 

SALSMBZ^£S. 

z:'\  .       >  ..   . 

Or  — 

Your  weakness. 

6ABDANAPAX.VS  {raising  the  stpord). 
How? 


A     *JljL-OJ5DY. 


<% 


^        8ALEMCNE5. 

Strike !  80  the  bloVi  repeated 
Upon  yon  traitor—  wbom  you  spare  «  moment^ 
I  trusty  for  torture «—  Tm  content. 

BABDAKAPALVS. 

What--liim! 
VHio  dares  assail  Arbaces  ? 

fiAIJSSIEKES. 

I! 

SABDANAPALXTS. 

Indeed! 
Flince,  you  forget  yourself.  Upon  what  warrant  ? 

8AiiEMEN£s  {sJiowing  the  aign^), 
Thioie. 

ARBACES  (confused)* 
The  king's! 

SAlilBMBKES^ 

Tea  I  and  let  the  king  conUrm  it< 

SABDANAFAI<1A. 

I  parted  not  fjpom  this  for  such  a)pitrpose« 

SAtSMEKES. 

You  parted  with  it  for  your  safety  —  I 
Employed  ft  for  the  best.    Pronounce  in  person. 
Here  I  am  but  your  slave— 7  a  ntoment  p^st  . 
I  was,  your  represmtative. 


»0  ^ABDANA^AI-Ua, 

6AIU)AKAFALU8. 

Then  sheathe 

Your  swords. 
Abbaces  and  sauemenes  return^  their  sufordi  to 

the  ecahh'curds^ 

sai«ebcenes.^ 
Mine  *s  sheath*d:  I  pray  y<wi  sheathe 
^  not  yours ; 

This  the  sole  sceptre  left  yon  no\^  with  safety. 

8  ABD  A  NAP  ALUS. 

A  heavy  one;  the  hilt,  too,  hurts  my  hand. 
(To  a  Guards).  Here,  fellow,  take  thy  weapoM 

hack.  Wen,' sirs, 

What  doth  this  mean? 

BELESXS. 

91ie  prince  milst  answer  that. 

84.XJBMENES. 

Truth  upon  my  part,  trcayn  upon  theirs. 

Treason— Arhaces!  treachery  and  Beleses ! 
That  wesfi  an  uiuoUr  I  will  not  belieTe, 

Where  is  <tfi  proof  ? 

SABEMENZS. 

Ptt  answer  that ,  if  once 
The  king  demands  your  fellow  traitor's  a wojfd.' 


A      T]|'AGBJ>r.  ,J1 

AUBACSS  (iO  SAI^EMEKHS).    . 

4  sword  which  hath  been  drawn  as  oft  as  lhiR# 

Against  his  foes. 

8ALEMENS8. 

And  now  against  his  brother^ 
And  in  an  hour  or  so  against  himself. 

SABDAKAPALITS. 

That  is  not  possible:  he  dared  not;  no  — - 

No  —  I  '11  not  hear  of  such*  things.    Hie^e  vain 

bickerings 
Are  apawn'd  in  courts  by  base  intrigues  and  baser 
Hirelings,  who  live  by  lies  on  good  men's  lives. 
You  must  have  been  deceived,  my  brother. 

First 
Let  him  deliver  up  his  weapon,  and 
Proclaim  himself  your  subject  by  that  duty. 
And  f  will  answer  alL 

SABDAKAJPAZiUS. 

Wtiy,  if  I  tfaott^  SO  •«- 
But  no,  it  cannot  be ^  the  Mede  Arbacas  *^ 
The  trusty,  rough,  trne  seldiar «— th^  l^jt  captaift 
Of  all  who  dtscipline  our  nations  '■^  No, 
I  '11  not  insult  him  thus ,  to  bid  him  render 
The  scimitar  to  me  be  Beveir  yielded 
Unto  our  enemies.    CSbief,  le^pf  yotir  wcrfpoM. 


7^  SABnANAVALUS, 

8ACEMEJKS8  {delivering  bach  the  eignef),   ^ 
Monarchy  take  back  your  signet. 

SABpANA^AI«U8« 

Noi  retain  it; 
But  use  it  with  more  moderation. 

0ALEM8KE8. 

Sire^ 
I  used  it  for  yotiri  honour ,  and  restore  it 
Because  I  cannot  keep  it  with  my  own. 
Bestow  it  oi^i  Arbaces. 

SABDANAPALnS. 

So  I  should: 
}Ic  never  ask'd  it. 

Doubt  not,  he  will  have  it 
Without  that  hollow  semblance  of  respect 

BJELESES. 

I  know  not  what  hath  prejudiced  tSie  prince 
^  strongly  'gainst  two  subjects,  than  wjrom  none 
Have  been  more  zealous  for  Assyria's  weal. 

8AIJBMEKB8. 

Peace ^  factious  priest  and  Ifaithless  soldier!  thon 
Unit'st  in  thy  own  person  the  worst  vices 
Of  the  most  dangerous  ocders  of  mankind. 
Keep  thy  smooth  words  and  iugglipg  homilies 
For  those  who  know  thee  not.  Thy  fellow's  sin 
Is,  at  the  least,  a  bold  one,  and  not  temper'd 
By  the  tincks  taught  theo  in  Chaldca. 


B£L£SJCS.       . 

Hear  him, 
My  li«g»  —  the  son  of  Belus !  lie  blasphemes 
The  worship  of  the  land,  which  bSWs  the  knee 
Before  your  fathers. 

fiAIlDANAFALtrS. 

Oh !  for  that  I  pray  yon 
I^et  him  have  absolution.    I  dispense  with 
Th^e  worship  of  dead  men ;  feeling  that  I    ^ 
Am  mortal ;  and  belieTing  that  the  raea 
From  whence  I  sprung  are  —  what  I  see  them  — 

ashes. 

B£Ii£S£S; 

King!  Do  not  deem  so;  they  are  with  the  star*, 
And  — 

8ABDANArJlI.trs. 

Yon  shall  jwn  them  tlicre  ere  they  will  rise. 
If  you  preach  farther.  — Why,  ^A*5  is  rank  treason.^ 

fiAIOEMBNES* 

My  lord! 

To  school  me  in  the  worship  of 
Assyria^  idols!  Lcthim  be  released*— 
Give  him  his  4word. 

SAL£MEN£S.  *  •         - 

;  My  lord>  and  kingi  and  brother, 

I  pray  ye  pause. 


^4  ^ARflANAPALUS, 

6AB1IANAPALU8.  ' 

Tea  y  and  be  sermonized, 
And  dinn'd,  and  dealen'd  with  dead  meu  and^aal. 
And  &11  Chaldea's  sUrry  mysteries* 

Monarcli!  respect  them*      y  • 

)  SABDANA^AIitr^ 

Ob  *  for  that  ^  I  love  them; 
I  love  to  wat^h  them  in  the  dee^  blue  Vault, 
And  to  compare  them  with  my  Mjrrha's  eyeft; 
Iloye  to  see  their  rays  redoubled  in 
The  tremulous  silver  of  Euphrates'  wave. 
As  the  light  breeze  of  midnight  crisps  the  broad 
And  rolling  water,  sighing  through  the  sedges 
Which  fringe  his  banks:  but  whether  theyjuaybo 
Gdds,  as  some  say,  or  the  abodes  of  gods. 
As  qthers  hold,  or  simply  lamps  of  ni^t, 
"  Worlds,  or , the  lights  of  worlds,  I  know  nor 

care  not. 
There  's  something  sweet  in  my  uncertainty 
J  would  not  change  for  your  Chaldean  lore; 
Besideqi^  I  know  of  these  all  olay  can  know 
Of  aught  above  it,  or  below  it—  nothing* 
X  see  their  brilliancy  and  feel  their  beauty -^^ 
When  they  shine  on  my  grave  I  shall  kuow  neither 

'    .       .  BXLESSS. 

For  neither  J  sire,  say  better. 
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BARDJkNABAXVS, 

* 

•I  will  wait. 
If  it  ao  please  you>  p<m\0,  for  that  knowledge. 
Jii'liie  itteaa  ihne  receive  yo^r  swotd>  and  know 
That  I  prefer  your  service  isilitatit 
Unto  your  ministry  -^  ftot  loring  either. 

saJljsKekbs  (aside). 
His  lusts  have  mado'him  mad.     Then  must  I 

save  him 
Spite  of  himaelfl 

please  you  to  hear  roe,  Satraps ! 
And  chieJly  thou,  my  ptiest^  because  I  doubt  thco 
More  than  the  soldier;  and  would  doubt  thee  all 
Wert  thou  not  half  a  warrioT :  let  us  part 
In  peace*—  I  '11  not  say. pardon—  which  mu^st  be 
Earned  by  the  guilty;  this  1  '11  not  pronounce  ye, 
Although  upon  this  breath  of  ttdne  depends 
Your  own;  and,  deadlier  for  ^e,  on  iny  fears^ 
But  fear  not—*  for  that  I  am  soft,  not  fearful  — 
And  so  live  on.  Were  I.  the  thing  some  think  mc. 
Your  heads  would  not^  be  chipping  the  last  drops 
Of  theii?  atlainted  gare  from  the  high  gatel^ 
Of  thf»  our  palace '  into  the  dry  dxuX, 
Their  only  portion  of  the  coveted  kingdom 
They  would  be  crown 'd  to  resign  o'er  —  lot  that 

pass.  '^  ' 


As  I  have  said ,  I  will  not  deem  ye  gtdlty, 

Nor  doom  ye  guiltless,    Albeit  i  better  men 

Than  ye  or  I  stand  ready  to  arraign  you; 

And  should  I  leave  yotir  fate  to  sterner  judges; 

And  proofs  of  all  kinds  ^  I  might  sacrifice 

Two  men,  who,  whatsoe'er  they  now  are,  were 

Once  honest.    Ye  are  free,  sirs^ 

'  ABBACSS. 

Sire,  this  clemency*— • 
aKLESZS  {interrupting  him). 
U  worthy  of  yourself;  and,  although  .innocent^ 
Wc  thank  — 

SARDAKArALUS. 

Priest !  keep  3rour  thanksgivings  for  Belus  ; 
His  offspring  needs  none. 

'bsleses* 
But,  being  innocent-— 

'SARDAKAPALVS. 

Be  silent—  Guilt  is  loud.    K  ye  are  loyal. 
Ye  are  iiyured.  men,    and  should  be  sad^  not 

gratdxiL 

BBLESES. 

So  i^e  should  be  j  were  justice  always  done 
By  earthly  power  omnipotent;  but  innotence 
Must  oft  receive  her  right  as  a  mere  favour. 

8Aia)AKAPAl.US. 

That 's  a  good  sentence  for  a  homily^ 


A.    ruAOKuy.  ^7 

Though  nat  for  this  occssion.    Piithee  keep  it 
To  plead  thy  rovereign's  cause  before  hia 

BELEBES. 

I  tnut  there  u  no  caiue. 

>ABDA»APAt.»: 

'  Ho  cauael  perhaps; 
fint  many  camera ;  —  if  yc  meet  with  such 
In  the  exercice  of  your  iutfuisitivc  function 
On  earth,  or  should  you  read  of  it  in  heaven 
In  some  mysterious  twinkle  of  the  stars, 
Which  are  your  chronicles ,  I  pray  yon  note, 
That  there  are  worse  things  betwixt  parth  and 

heaven 
Than  him  who  rnleth  many  and  slays  none; 
And,  hating  not  himself,  yet  loves  his  fellows 
£nongh    to  spare  even  those  who  would  not 

spare  him 
Were  they  once  masters  —  bnt  that  's  doubtful 

Satraps  I 
Your  swords  and  persons  are  at  liberty 
To  use  them  as  ye  wilt —  but  from  this  hour 
I  have  no  call  for  either.     Salemeues ! 
Follow  me.  _  .  , 

{Extunt  SiXDiLVAviL-Lvi,   Saiemenes   anS  the 
Train,    etc.    leafing    AiuiAC£*    «'«'    ^^.' 

lESII.) 


•  BeJesGs!  .  : 

Now,  wliat  tliink  JW?  _ 

ARBJLCES. 

x 

Tliat  we  are  lost. 

SELESES. 

That  we  have  won  the  kingdom. 

w 

ARBACES. 

What?  thus  suspected—  with  the  sword  sluJig 

o'er  us  * 

But  by  a  single  hair ,  and  that  still  wavering 
To  be  blown  down  by  his  imperious  breathy 
VWiich  spared  us  — *  why,  I  know  not. 

SJSI<£SJBUB. 

■ 

Spek.not  \s:hy ; 

But  let  us  profit  by  tJv^  interval. 

The  hour  is  still  our  own — our  power  the  saxue  — 

The  night  the  same  we  destined.  He  hath  changed 

Nothing  except  our  ignorance  of  all .    . 

Suspicion  into  suck  a  certainty 

As  must  make  madness  of  delay* 

ABBACSS*  . 

And  yet—    ^ 
What,  doubting  still  ? 


ARBACF.S. 

.       fip  fpared  pur  lives  I  any^  Wiore, 
jSayed  them  from  Salcmeni^.s. 

And  how  long 
Will  ho  «o  spare?  tfll  lie  first  dninl;en  minute. 

ARBACES. 

Or  sober,  rather.  Yet  he  did  it  nobly j 
Gave  royally  what  we  had  forfeited 
Basely*-^ 

SfiI«£BES* 

Say  bravely. 

ARBAeSS. 

Somewfc«t  of  both,  perhaps. 
But  it  has  tonch'd  me,  and ,  whatever  betide, 
I  will  no  further  on. 

BEZiCSSS. 

And  lose  Ihe  world! 

ARBACES.  ■ 

Lose  any  thing  except  my  own  esteenr. 

BEI^ESES.    . 

I  blush  that  we  should  owe  our  lives  to  such 
A  kin^  of  distafls !  •   - 

But  no  less  we  owe  them; 
And  I  should  bittsh  for*  more  to  tajce  the  gipiptor's  \ 


B£1.£«£S. 

Thou  may^st  endure  whate'^  thpu  wilt^  tlie  stars 
Have  written  otherwise^ 

AABACS9. 

Though  they  camcj  down. 
And  marshall'd  me  the  way  in  all  their  brigbtnessj 
I  would  not  follow. 

BSI.1ESSS. 

This  is  weakness-^ worse 
Than  a  scared  beldam's  dreaming  of  the  dead^] 
And  waking  in  the  dark.  ^^^  Go  to*—  go  to. 

AESACSS. 

Methought  he  look'd  like  Nimrod  as  he  spoke^ 
Eyen  as  the  prottd  imperial  statue  stands 
Looking  l3ie  monarch  of  the  kings  around  it^ 
And  sways^  while  they  but  ornament^  the  temple^ 

BSLESES. 

I  told  you  that  you  had  too  much  despised  him. 
And  that  there  was  some  ro3ralty  within  him—' 
WhBt  then  ?  he  is  the  nobler  foe. 

AABACS8* 

But  WO 

The  meaner  :«-i^  Would  he  had  not  spared  usi 

BXI.E8ES. 

So  — 

«       ^ 

Wouldst  thou  be  sacrifice^  thus  readily? 


a 

No— bttt  it  had  bteen  better  to  bave  died 
Thkn  liv^ 'ttiigtatcful. 

ji.>  .».   .  .      Oh,  the  soula  of  someiiieii! 

Thotl  WttMst^Ugest  "vrliat  some  call  treason,  and 

■  » 

Fools  treachery — and,  behold,  ■np6tt  the  sudden^ 
Because  for  something  or  for  nothing,  this 
RaslireVelleir  &teps,  ostentatiously, 
'Twixt  thee  and  Salemenes ,  thou  ai't  turn'd 
Ifitb  ^^what  shall  I  say?  —  Sardanapalusl 
I  know  no  name  more  ignominius. 

^  But 

An  hour  ago,  who  dcired  to  term  me  such 
Had  held^lfis Jife  but  lightly  —  as  it  is, 
1  must  forgive  you ,  even  as  he  forgavie  us  -r 
Semiramis  herself  would  not, have  dpne  it. 

B£L£S£S. 

^orr.t^/^  jncen  liked  luraharcrs  of  the  kingdom^ 
Not  even  a  husband. 

I  must,  serve  him  truly •i-' 

BELESES. 

And  humbly? 

AftBACEfi^ 

No,  sir,  proudly*— being  honesty 

roi.  xr.  P 


^2  aAADANAFALya, 

I  shall  be  nearer  ihroues  than  you  to  heaven; 
And  if  not  quite  sO  haughty ,  yetmpi^  Ipfty. 
You  may  do  your  own  deeming— you*  have  cpdetf. 
And  mysteries ,  and  corollaries  of 
Bright  and  wrong,  which  Hack  for  my  direction. 
And  must  pursue  but  what  a  plain  Jieajrt,)fceachcs. 
And  now  you  know  TO^.  -.  ^ 

.  Have  J9U  fiwtsh'd  ?    .  ;  i 


JLAAACJSi)*  '  '  ! '         '  . '  i  " 


With  you. . 

And  would,  perhaps,  betray  as  well 
As  quit  me  ?  •  ' 

That  ^s  a  sacerdot^  thought; 
And  tfot  a  soldier's.  '       . 

Be  it  what  you  lyill  — 
•Rruce  -v^ith  these  wranglings ,  and  biit  heir  me. 


ARBACES, 


No  — 
There  is  more  peril  in  your  subtle  spirit 
Than  in  a  phalanx. 

SELESES.  '    :'    . 

If  jytmust  be  so  -• 
I  l^on  alone. 


A 

T  R  A  r.  B  D  Y. 
ARJBAC£.S. 

Alqne ! 

* 

BRLZSE3, 

- 

Thrones  hold  but 

ARBAC£5. 

one. 
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But  Uiis  is  fiird. 

JBELE6K4. 

With  -worse Ithan  vacancy  — 
A  despised  moharch.     Look  toit,  Arbaces: 
I  have  still  aided,  cherish'd,  loved,  and  urged  you; 
Was  willing  even  to  serve  you  y  in  the  hope 
To  serve  ai^d  save  Assyria.     Heaven  itself 
Secm'd  to  consent^  and  all  events  were  friendly, 
Even  to  the  last^  till  that  your  spirit  shrunk 
Into  a  shallow  scjftncss';  but  how,  rather* 
Than  sec  ray  country  languish',  I  will  be 
Her  saviour  or  the  victim  of  her  tyrant. 
Or  one  or  both ,  for  sometimes  both  are  one ; 
And,  if  I  win,  Arbaces  is  irty  servant. 

ARBACCS. 

Your  servant! 

BEI.£S£S. 

Why  not?  better  than  be  slave, 
The />arc^on'^  slave  of  «A#  Sar dan apalus. 

JEnter  Pania. 

FANIA. 

My  lords,  I  bear  an  order  from  the  king. 

F  a 


)$4  SABDAH  AI>ALVS> 

ARBACE8. 

It  M  obeyed  ere  spoken. 

Notwitstandingi 
Let '«  hear  it,       ' 

YANIA. 

Forthwith ,  on  this  very  nighty 
Repair  to  your  respective  satrapies 
or  Babylon  and  Media. 

■ 

S£2.i:srs. 

With  our  troops  ? 

PANIA. 

My  order  is  unto  the  isatraps  and 
Their  household  train. 

..   ARBACBS. 

But  — 

BEJLESE5*  .  ..      , 

,  It  must  be  ofecy'd^ 

Say,  we  depart. 

My  order  is  i0  see  you 
Depart,  and  not  to  bear  your  answer. 

SELESES  (aside). 

Ay.! 
Well,  sir,  we  %vfll  accompany  you  Ii6ii<ce., 


A      TRACEDY.       '  Ho 

FAHIA. 

I  will  retire  to  marshal  forth  the  guard 

Of  honour  which  bcHts  your  rank ,  and  wait 

Your  leisure ,  so  that  it  the  hour  exceed  not. 

(ExieFjkKiA.) 

BELJCS2S. 

NoH>  then  obey ! 

Doubtless. 

Yes ,  to  the  gates 
That  grate  the  palace,  which  is  now  our 'pinson, 
No  further. 

SELESES. 

Thou  hast  harpM  the  truth  indeed! 
The  realm  itself,  in  all  its  wide  extension, 
Y^wns  dungeons  at  each  step  for  thee  and  me. 

BEI.E5E5. 

Graves ! 

ARBACES. 

If  I  thought  SO,  this  good  sword  should  dig 
One  more  than  mine. 

BELESES. 

It  shall  have  work  enough: 
Let  me  hope  better  than  thou  augurest; 
At  present  let  us  hence  as  best  we  may. 
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Thou  dost  agree  yirith.  me  in  understanding 
This  order  as  a  senteiice  ? 

ARBACES.       . 

Wliy,  what  oth^c  ^ 
Interpretation  should  it  bear  ?  it  is 
The  very  policy,  of  orient  monarchs  — 
Pardon  and  poison  — •  favours  and  a  sword 
A  distant  voyage ,  and  an  eternal  sleep.  f' 

How  many  satraps  in  hh  father's  time  — 
For  he  I  own  is^  or  at  least  ttfos,  bloodless—* 

UZhESES, 

But  will  not,  can  npt  be  so  now. 

ARBACES. 

I  doubt  it. 
How  many  satraps  have  I  seen  set  oat 
In  his  sire's  day  for  mighty  vice -royalties, 
Whose  tombs  are  on  their  path!  I  know  nothow> 
But  they  all  sicken'd  by  the  way,  it  was 
So  long  and  heavy. 

ABBACES. 

Let  US  but  regain 
The  free  air  of  the  city,  and  we  »11  shorten 
The  jom^ney. 

.     .  ARBACr.S. 

'Twill  be  sliorlcnid  at  the  gates. 
It  may  be. 


'  )* 
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B£i:.ESJQ6.. 

^     Jlo,-  tt fey  hardly  will  risk  that 

They  meah  U4t6  die  privately  I  but  not 

Wlfiiin  the  palace  or  the  city  walls^ 

•   "SXISdeTe  yre  «fibe  known  and  m&y  have  partisant  t 

'  J£Miey  had  meant  to  slay  us  here^  we  were 

*  Ite  longer  with  the  living*    Let  U3  hence. 
)  * 

tfl  biit'tliought  he  did  not  mean  my  life  — 

^  B£L£S£S. 

I  Fool!  hence—- what  else  should  despotism  alarmM 
J  Mean?  Let  us  but  rejoin  onr  troops |  and  march, 

*    Towards  our  provinces  ? 

BELESES. 

No ;  towards  your  kingdom. 
There  's  tiihe;  there  *s  heart,  and  hope,  and  po- 
wer, and  meansi 
Which  their  half  measurers  leave  us  in  full  scope. -f^ 
Away! 

ARSACE5. 

And  I  even  yet  repenting  must 
Relapse  to  guilt ! , 

Self-  defence  is  a  virtue, 
Sole  bulwark  of  all  right.     Awa]^,  I  say! 


88  S  AQDAN  AF  AI^US, 

Let 's  leave  this  place,  the  'air  grows  thick  and 

choking. 
And  the  walls  haT6  a  scent  of  ni^ht- shade —^ 

hence! 
Let  us  not  leave  them  time  for  inrther  i^oonciL 
Our  quick  departure  proves  oar  ciyic  zeal ; 
Our  quick  departure  hinders  our  good  escor^' 
The  worthy  Pania,  from  anticipating 
The  orders  of  some  parasangs  from  hence; 
Najy  there  's  no  other  choice  but —  hence,  I  say. 
(ExU  with  Abb  ACES,    who  follows  reluctaniiy)^^ 

Enter  Sardanapalus  arid  Salehenes; 

8AJIDANAPAI.US. 

W^ell  all  is  remedied  and  without  bloodshed^ 
That  worst  of  mockeries  of  a  remedy; 

We  are  now  secure  by  these  men's  exile, 

f 

8AI«EBCEN£S. 

Yes, 
As  he  who  treads  on  flowers  is  from  the  adder 
Twined  round  their  roots. 

SABDANAFAI.U3. 

Why,  what  wouldst  have  me  do  ? 

SAI«EMEN£S. 

Undo  what  you  have  done. 

6AII»AIfAP.«I.VS. 

»  Revoke  my  pardon  ? 


8ALEM£NES. 

Replace  life  crowii  now  tottering  on  your  templet. 

SAHBANAPALTJS. 

That  were  tyrannical. 

SALG^^lEKXS. 

But  sxLYe, 

SABDANArAXUS* 

We  ave  50. 
What  danger  can  they,  work  upon  the  frontier  ? 

.    .        •  '    SALEMEMB5. 

They  are  not  there  yet— never  should  they  be  so, 
W«re  I  well  listen'd  to. 

SARBAKAFAXUS. 

Nay,  I  Aape  listen'd 
Impartially  to  thee  -*.  why  not  to  them  ? 

Yon  inayTcnow  that  hereafter;  as  it  is, 
I  take  my  leave,  to  order  forth  the  guard. 

'    SABDANAPAI4US. 
And  you*^  will  ioin  us  at  the  banquet  ? 

SAIOJMENES. 

Sire, 
Dispense  with  me  '-*  J  am  no  wassailer: 
Command  me  in  all  service  save  the  Bacchantes. 

SABDANAPALUS. 

Nay ,  but  'tis  fit  to  revel  now  and  then. 


SAIiEMENEft* 

And  fit  that  some  should  watekfor  those  m^ho  revel 
Too  oft.    Am  I  pennitted  to  defuirt? 

SABDAKJlPAXUS. 

Yes  — ■  Stay  a  moment^  my  good  Saiemenes, 
My  brother,  my  best  subject,  better  prince 
Than  I  am  king.  Yon  should  have  been  the  monarch. 
And  I— I  know^  not  what,  and  care  not;  bnt 
Think  not  I  am  insensible  to  all 
Tliiiie  honest  wisdom,  and  thy  rongh  yet  kind,  * 
Though  oft  reproving,  sufferance  of  my  follies. 
If  I  have  spared  these  men  against  fhy  cou^nsel,  * 
That  is ,  their  lives  — -•.  it  is  not  that  I  doubt 
The  advice  was  sdund;    but,  let  them  live:  we 

wiH  not 
Cavil  about  their  lives  *—  so  let  them  mend  them. 
Their  banishment  will  leave  me  still  sound  3leepy 
Which  their  death  had  not  left  me. 


Thvs  you  ran 

The  risk  to  sleep  for  ever ,  to  save  traitors  — 
A  moment's  pang  now  changed  for  years  of  crime. 
Still  let  them  be  made  quiet. 

SARDAKAPALTTS. 

Tempt  me  not : 
My  word  is  past. 


A     a'RACiEDY.    ^    '  ^i 

SALEMKK£9. 


% 


But  it  may  be  rccall'd. 

^ABDANAPALUS.. 

^Tis  royal* 

SAZiEMSl^S;' 

And  should  therefore  be  decisivci 
This  half  indulgence  of  an  exile  serves 
But  to  provoke  —  a  pardon  should  be  full, 
Ch-  it  is  none. 

SARDANAPALirS. 

And  who  persuaded  me 
After  I  had  repeal'd  them,  or  at  least 
Only  dismissed  them  from  our  presence,  'who 
Urged  me  to  send  them  to. their  satrapies? 

True^  thatlhud  forgott^ri;  that  is,  sire. 

If  they  e'er  reach  their  satrapies— w:hy,.  then* 

Reprove  me  more  for  my  advice. 

SAHDAN^APALUS. 

And  if 
They  do  not  reach  them  — look  to  it !  —  in  safety, 
In  safety,  mark  me  —  and  security  — 
Look  to  thine  own. 

SAIE^IENES. 

Permit  mc  to  depart  j 
Their  safety  shall  be  cared  for. 


9a  'SAirn  A  NATALfrs, 

ftABDANAFALUS. 

Get  tliee  hence,  then ; 
And,  pritlieei  think  more  gently  of  tliy  brother, 

8ALE1CBKJES. 

Sire  I  I  shall  evf r  duly  serve  n^y  sovereigi]i. 

►  ... 

SABDANAFAIiVS    (solui). 

That  man  is  of  a  temper  too  severe : 
Hard  but  as  loftjr  as  the  rock ,  and  bte 
From  all  the  taints  of  common  eaiih  —  while  I 
Am  softer  clay,  impregnated  with  flowers. 
But  as  our  mould  is,  piitst  the  produce  be. 
If  I  have  err'd  this  time,  'tis  on  the  side 
Where  error  sits  most  lightly  on  that  sense,' 
I  know  not  what  to  call  it;  but  it  reckons 
With    me   ofttimes   for    pain,   and    sometimes 

pleasure; 
A  spirit  which  seems  placed  about  my  heart 
To  court  its  throbs,  not  quicken  them,  and  ask 
Questions  which  mortal  never  dared  to  ask  me. 
Nor  Baal,  though  an  oracular  deity  •— 
Albeit  his  marble  face  majestic4 
Frowns  as  the  shadows  of  the  evening  dim 
His    brows    to     changed     expression,     till    at 

times 
I  think  the  statue  looks  ia  act  to  speak. 


▲    TKAOSJiV. 

Away  vrltli  these  vain   thoughts,   I  vfll  be  jo* 

yous  — 
And  here  conies  Joy's  true  herald*    ^ 

,     Enter  Myrrh  a*  ^ 

;     . 
HYREHA, 

King!  the  sky 
Is  overcast/  and  musters  muttering  thunder. 
In  clouds  that  seeili  approaching  fast,  and  sho^ 
In  forked  flashes  a  commanding  tempest* 
Will  yoTtt  then  quit  the  palace  ? 

'  .....      5 

SAKDANAPALUS. 

Tempest,  sayst  thou-? 

MYaauA.  " 

Ay;  my  good  lord. 

SSAILDAKAPAXiVS. 

For  my  oym  part,  I  should  btf 
Not  ill  content  to  vary  the  smooth  scene,     '  ' 
And  watch  the  warring  elements ;  but  this 
Would  little  suit  the  silken  garments  and 
Smooth  faces  of  our  festive  iriends.  Say,  Myxrh%' 
Art  thou  of  those  who  dread  the  roar  of  clouds  ? 

MYRR]^A« 

In  my  own  country  we  respect  their  voices 
As  auguries  of  Jove. 


,   ♦  SARnANAPXtXTS. 

Jove  — ay,  your  Baal —* 
Our9  also  has  a  prox>^rty  in-  tlrairder. 
And  ever  and  anon  some  falling  bolt 
Proves  his  divinity,  and. yet  sometimes 
Strike  his  own  altars. 

•     *  * 

MYRRnA.' 

.  That  were  a  dread  oipcn« 


'     <  SABnANAPAI.US« 


Yes—  fojr  the  jpriests*  Well,  wc  wiU  Bpllg^ forth 
Beyond  the  palace  walls  to-night^  but  )aake . 
Oor  feast  within. 


Now,  Jove  be  praised!  that  he 
Hath  heard  the  prayer  thon  wonldst  not  hear. 

The  gods         -   - 
Are  kinder  to  thee  th*ll  thou  to  thyself. 
And -Hash  this  storm  between  thee  and  thy  foes. 
To  shield  thee  irom  thevi. 

SARDAXAPALrs, 

Child,  if  Uierc  be  pcrH, 
Rethinks  it  is  the  same  within  these  walls 
As  fm  dte  rivar's  brink. 

Not  so;  these  walls 
Arfr  liish  uid  stroBSi  «ui  jiuurded    Treason  has 


To  penetrate  throngli/numj  a  Xvindiog  Mraj^i 
And  maa^DTiportal ;  but  ati.  tlie  pavilion 
There  is  no  bulwwk^^/i/ // ,i::, 

^  .    ;  No  „  npr  in  the  palacp,  r    • 
Nor  in  the  fortress,  nor  up^n  the  ;top  •  ... 
Of  cloud -fenced  CauCya^uS;^  >yhere  the  eagle  sits 
]Mestc|dt,iQipathIess  clefts,  if  ti-eachery  be: 
Even  as  the  arrow  finds  the  airy;  king,  / 
The  steel  will  reach  the;  jCiprthly.    But  lie  ci^;  ^ 
The  men  >  or  innocent  or  guilty,,  arg    .. 
Sanish'd,  and  far  upon»  theip  way. 

they  hVe;  then? 
So  sanguinary?   Thou  I 


,,  I  would  not  shrink 

Fi*om  ju9tinflictio]i  of  due  punishment 
On  those  who  ^eck  your  life ;  wer  't  otherwise, 
I  should  not  merit  mine.    Besides,  yon  heard 
The  princely  Salemenes. 

SABDANAPAI.VS. 

This  is  strange; 
The  gentle  and  the  austere  aire  both  against  mt^ 
And  urge  mc  to  revenge. 


9G  SAB1>AMAP.A1jV8j| 


'Tis  a  Greek  Tirtiie* 

SAR]>AKAFAMr«<  .... 

Bat  not  a  kingly  one  «-«  I  'tt  iiaae  on  't  or 
If  eT^  I  indulge  in  'ti  it  skall  be 
With  kings  —  my  eqnals. 

Th^se  men  soogHt^fo'te  so 

SABPAKAPAIATS.  '     '    **'  "  ^  ' 

Myrrlia^  this  is  too  feminine ,  and  springs  -*- 

» 
From  fear  —  '  '  .  -  >  , .     ^ 

For  you.  ' 

SARDANAPAitrs. 

No  matter  —  still  'tis  fear. 
I  have  observed  your  sex,  once  roused  tQ  wrathj 
Are  timidly  vindictive  to  a  pitch 
of  perseverance ,  •which  I  would  not  copy. 
1  thought  you  were  exempt  from  this ,   as  from 
The  childish  helplessness  of  Asian  women;'  ♦' 


MYRRHA.  *  ' 


My  lord,  I  am  no  boaster  of  my  love, 

Nor  of  my  attributes ;  I  have  shared  your  splendour,* 

And  will  partake  your  fortunes.  You  may  live 

To  find  one  slave  more  true  than  subject  mjrriads ; 

But  this  the  gods  avert !  I  am  content 

To  be  boloved  on  trust  for  what  I  feel, . 
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Rather  than  prove  it  to  you  in  your  griefs, 
Wbicli  might  not  yield  to  any  cares  of  mine. 

8ABOANAFAL08. 

Griefs  cannoi:  come  where  perfect  love  exists. 
Except  to  heighten  it,  and  vanish  from 
That  which  it  could  not  scare  awfty.  Let  's  in  — 
The  hour  approaches ,  and  we  must  prepare 
To  meet  the  invited  guests  >  Vho  grace  our  feast. 

(Exeunt) 


)>. 


roL  xr. 


G 


()S  sxmnAs  AtJLi'i'B^ 


ACT  la.    SCENE  I. 


The  UaU  ^  the  Palace  illumiaaied  — 
SARDAKAPALrs  and  his  GueUs  ai  Ta- 
ble —  jl  Siann  mthaui,  and  Thundpr 
occanMmaUy  heard  during  the  BanjueL 

FOl  fan !  mij  tlus  19  as  it  shcndd  be :  liere 
li  HTf  tme  realm  y  awidst  brij^t  eyes  and  laces 
Bappj  9»  lair!  Here  sorrow  cannot  readi* 


Nor  thewherc  «-  ^dicre  the  king  is^  pleasure 


It  not  tlus  liettcr  now  than  ISmrod's  banting 
Or  m^  wild  grandam's cbase  inscarrb  of  kin^oms 
She  oonid  not  keep  wlicn  conqncr'd? 


ICgjhij  IboBgb 
Tktj  were,  as  all  dij  rojal  liBe  have  bec% 


Ycf  mone  of  titosewh^  w«nt  before  have  reach'd 

The  acme  of  ^Sardanapaliis ,  who 

^ias  placed.hUk ]oy  in  peace-—  the  sole,  true  glorj. 

'      .:     SA110AKAPAI.US* 

And  pleasiire  V  good  Altada,  to  which  glory 
i»  httt  the  path>    What  is  it  that  we  seek  ? 
Enjoyment!  We  have  cut  the  way  short  to  it, 
Alid  not  gone  tracking  it  through  human  ashes^ 
lif&sng  a'grrfre  vtitk'  every  footstep; 

'     zAmes.  "  "  '-  ' 

No; 
All  hearts  ate  habpy,  and  all  voices  bless 
The  kingbf  p^ce,  wlio  holds  a  world  in  jubilee. 

viimAMArAZiUS.      , 

r  ■ 

Art  sureofllwft?  I  have  heard  otherwise  ^   '  ,  •-< 
Some  say  thiat^tlieri^  be  titdtoTB.      •  •'' 

•'•  '«  •'  ■  .••:!  .  .  '•■  Tritilprs  thoy.i; 
Who  dare  to.aayi»a^!  '^  'Tls:i»pcMsiU^.  .♦  : 
What  cause? 

*^    '  SABDAKAPALUS. 

'  What  clause  ?  true,  ^  fill  t6\6^  ^Wet  tip-. 
We  will  not  think  of  them :  there  are  none  suchi 
Or  if  there  be ,  tHfey  arc  gone.         ' 

AI*TADA,  -      ' 

Guests,  to  my  pledge! 
Down  on  your  knees  ^  and  drink  a  measure  to 


The  safety  of  the  king  — •  the  numaiich^  say  I?    . 
The  god  Sardanapalus !  -     ^   •  ■ 

(Zames  and tih  Quests kned,  andexckUm^ 

Migthier  than 
Up  father  Baal ,  tht?  god  Sardanapajiis !      ^    ' 
.   (li  thunders  as  they  kneel  $   some   start  up  in 

confusion*) 

Why  do  ye  rise,'  my  friends?  In  tl^t  strong  peal 
"  His  father  gods  consented. 

MYRRHA. 

Menaced,  rathen 
Kipgi  wilt  thou  bear  this  madunpiety? 

SAILDAKAPAIiirS* 

Impiety  ! — nay  f  if  ^e  sires  ^ho  reign'd 
Before  me  can  be.^ds,  I  'U  not  disgrace  ^ 

Their  lineage.    But  arise  j  my  pious  iriends, 
Ho^d  your  devotion  for  the  thunderer  there: 
I  teek  but 'taW  loved  9  ntyt  worshipp'd. 

AXTADA.  / 

Both  -^ 
Bo;th  you  muft  ever  be  by  nil  true  subjects. 

.  SABDANAFALVS^ 

Me  thinks  the  thunders  still  increase,^  it  is 
An  awful  night. 

MYRRHA. 

.   .    Oh  yes ,  for  those  who  have 
No  palace  to  protect  their  worshippers. 


A    TRAGEDY..  iOl 

SAItPANAPAI^US, 

That  *s  true,  my  Myrrha;  and  could  I  conviert 
My  realm  to  one  wide  shelter  for  tbe  ^vretched» 
I  M  do  it. 

MTRBHA.  ^ 

Thou  'rt  np  god,  theui  not  to  be 
Able  tQ  work  a  will  so  good  and  genera], 
As  thy  wish  would  imply. 

SABDAKAPAX^US, 

*  And  your  gods ,  then. 
Who  C9nj  and  do  not? 

31TBBHA. 

Do  not  speak  of  that, 
Lest  we  provoke  them. 

.  SA|IDANArAI.tr5. 

True,  they  love  not  cenJnre 
Better  .  than   mortals.     Friends ,  a  thought  has 

struck  me: 
Were  there  no  temples,  would  there,  think  ye,  be 
Air  worshippers  ?  that  is,  when  itis  angry^ 
And  pelting  as  even  now. 

MYBAHA. 

The  Persiaii  prays 
Upon  his  mountain. 

8ABI>ANAPALUS. 

Yes',  when  tlie,  sun  shines. 
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And  I  would  ask  if  this  yoitf  pslace  were 
Unroof 'd  and  desolate,  how  nany  flatterers 
Would  lick  the  dust  in  which  the  king  lay  low?* 

The  fair  Ionian  is  too  sarcastie 

Upon  a  nation  whom  she  know*  not  well; 

The  Assyrians  know  no  pleasure  but  their  Jdn^s^ 

And  homage  is  their  pride. 

SABDAirAPAI.U8. 

Nay,  pardon,  guests. 
The  lair  Greek^s  readiness  of  speech. 

AX.TADA. 

Pardon!  sire; 
We  honour  her  of  all  things  next  to  thee. 
Hari!  what  was  that? 


That!  nothing  but  the  |ar. 
Of  distant  portals  shaken  by  the  wind. 

AI.TADA* 

It  sounded  like  the  dash  of —  hark  again! 


The  big  rain  pattering  on  the  roof. 

SABDAKAPALUS. 

No  more. 
Mjniia^  my  love,  hast  thou  thy  shell  in  order  ? 


5ing  me  a  song  of  SappLo,  Iier^  thou  know'st^ 
Who  in  thy  country  thx'ew  — 

JBnter  Fania,  witli  his  S(4H>rd  and  Gar^ 
menta  hloody,  and  disordered*  The  Guests 
rise  in  confusipnm 

FAKiA  (to  the  Guards). 

Look  to  the  portalf ; 
'And  with  your  best  «peed  to  the  wall  without. 
If  our  ai*iQs!  To   arms!    The  king  'a  in  danger. 

Monarch ! 
£xcuse  this  haste.  <—  'tis  faith. 

SARDANAPAX^US. 

.   Speak  on. 

>  PANIA. 

It  15 

As  tSalemenes  fear'd;  the  faithless  satraps  -— 

>  S  ARD  At?APALUS. 

You  are  wounded —  give  some  wine.  Take  breathy 

good  Fania.  , 

PANIA.. 

Tis  nothing  —  a  mere  flesh  wound.    I  am  worn 
More  with  my  speed  to  warn  my  sovereign, 
Than  hurt  in  hii  defence. 

HYRKHA. 

Well,  sir,  the  rebels. 
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¥ANIA. 

Soon  as  Arbaces  and  Beleses  reach'd 

Their  stations  in  the  city,  they  refased 

To  mai-ch;  and  on  my  attempt  to  use  the  power 

Which  I  was  delegated  with^  they  called 

I^6n  their  troops,  who  rose  in  fierce  defiance. 

XYmanA. 
AH? 

JFAKIA. 

Too  many. 

SAHDANAPALUS. 

Spare  npt  of  thy  free  speech 
To  spare  mine  ears  the  truth. 

PANIA. 

My  own  slight  guard 
Were  faithful-^  and  what 's  left  of  it  is  still  so. 

MTBRHA. 

And  are  'these  all  the  force  still  faithful  ? 

f 

TANIA. 

No  —  ' 
The  Bactrians ,  now  led  on  by  Salemenes, 
Who  even  then  was  on  his  way,  still  urged 
By  strong  suspicion  of  the  Median  chiefs, 
Are  numerous,  and  make  strong  head  against 
Therelbels,  fighting  inch  by  inch,  and  forming 
An  orb  around  the  palace ,  where  they  mean 


A     TBAO.EPY.  lOd 

To  centre  all  their  force,  and  «ave  the  king. 
{He  hesitates.)  I  am  charged  to  -«* 

•      MYIUIHA* 

'Tiff  no  time  for  hesitation: 

FAKIA. 

Prince  Salemenes  doth  implore  the  king 
To  itrm  himself  y  although  but  for  a  moment, 
And  show  himself  imto  \ke  soldiers :  his 
Sole  presence  in  this  instant  might  do  more 
Than  hosts  can  do  in  his  behalf. 

SAHDAKAFAliVS* 

What,  ho! 
My  armour  there. 

MTHRHA. 

4 

And  wilt  thou  ? 

SARDANAPALUS. 

Will  I  not  ? 
Ho ,  there!  •—  But  seek  not  for  the  buckler :  His 
Too  heayy:  —  a  light  cuirass  and  my  sword. 
Where  are  the.  rebels  ?  . 

PAI^IA. 

Scarce  a  furlong's  length 
JProm  the  outward  wall,    the  fiercest  couilict 

rages^ 

8AIII>AKAFAI.U8* 

Then  I  may  charge  oh  horseback.    Sfero,  ho! 
Order  my  hbrife  out.  —  There  is  sp^ce  enough 
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Even  in  our  courts ,  and  by  the  oittetgate. 
To  martial  lialf  the^horsemen  o£  Arabia. 

{^Exit  SFHtiQjbr  the  armour,) 

HTRBQA. 

How  I  do  love  thee ! 

SARBANAPAXiUd* 

I  ne'er  doubted  it. 

VTRRHA. 

But  now  1  know  thee. 

8ABDANAFAXU9  (to  hU  jttttndant^, 

Bnng  down  my  speai* ,  too.  — 
Where  's  Salemenes? 

ITAKIA. 

Where  a  soldier  should  be^ 
In  the  thick  of  the  fight. 

SABDAKAPALUS. 

Then  hasten  to  him  —  Is 
The  path  still  open ,  and  commnnication 
Left  'twixt  the  palace  and  the  phalanx? 

'  PANIA. 

»Twas 
When  I  late  left  him ,  and  I  have  no  fear : 

i 

Our  troops  were  steady  ^  and  the  phalanx  formed 

saadakapai^yis. 
Tell  him  to  spm^e  his  person  for  the  present. 
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And  th«t  I  mil  not  spare  my  own— <  and  ^ay, 
I  come. 

PANIA. 

There  's  yictory  in'tlie  very  word. 

{ExU  Pania.) 

Altada— t  Zamet —  forth  ^  and  arm  ye !  There 
Is  all  in  readiness  in  the  armoury 
See  that  the  women  are  bestow'd  in  safety 
In  the  remote  apartments :  let  a  guard 
Be  set  before  them ,  with  strict  charge  to  quit 
Thepost  but  with  their  lives — command  it,  Zan\ps. 
Altada,  arm  yourself,  lind  return  here; 
Your  post  is  near  our  person. 
{£xeunt  ZAwa ,  Altada^  and  all  sat/e  MrwaA.) 

•J 

Enter  Sf^ro  and  otJiers  with  the  King*s 

Arrm  etc. 

{  Sf£ro. 

King!  your  armour. 

SABDAKArALi/s  {arming  himself). 
Give  me  the  cuirass — so  :  my  baldric;  now 
My  sword :  I  had  forgot  the  helm,  where  is  it  ? 
That's  well-- no;  'tis  too  heavy:  you  mistake, 

too  --  • 


It  was  not  tins  I  meant  j  but  that  wliich  ItcsFS 
A  diadem  around  it. 

Sf^mo. 

Sire,  I  deemM 
That  too  conspicnons  firom  the  precjoos  stones 
To  risk  jour  sacred  brow  beneath -^-and,  tnutme. 
This  is  of  bettiO'  metal,  though  less  rich. 

Ton  deem'd !  Are  jon  too  tnm*d  a  rebel  ?  Fellow ! 
Your  part  is  to  obey:  retorn,  and  —  no  — 
It  is  too  late—  I  will  go  forth  without  il^ 


At  least  wear  thb. 


Wear  Caucasus!  why 9  His 
A  mountain  on  my  tenqsles. 


Sire,  the  meanest 
Soldier  goes  not  forth  thus  exposed  to  battle. 
An  men  will  recognijse  you  »-  for  the  storm 
Has  ceased,    and  the  moon  breaks  forth  in  her 

bri^tness. 

&UU>AHACAI.US. 

I  go  forth  to  be  recognixed,  and  thus 


Shdl,  be  SO   sooner.    Now  — «  my' spei^r!    I'm 

arm'd. 
(In  going  8tppa^9ivrAt  and  turn^  to  S^iano.) 
Sfero  —  I  had  forgotten  —  bring  the  mirro^  *). 

Sf£RO« 

The  mirror;  sire?  '.  ' 

8A1lDAirAPALU-S«       ^ 

Yes,  sir,  of  polished  brass, 
Brought  from  the  spoils  of  India— but  be  speedy. 

'  '  {ExiiSFZRO.) 

SAia>AKA|PAl.VS« 

Myrrha,  retire  unto  a  place  of  safety. 

Why  went  y6i4  «ot  foi-th  with  the  other  damsels? 

mtrhha.  '  '* 
Because  iny  plaee  12/ her^;^  '  j 

'SAR)>AirAXA£u».  "'■■■. 

And  when  I  amgotie  — * 

MTRRHA,. 

1  follow- 

SARDAKAPALVS^ 

'    Youl  to  tattle? 

MY  an  HA.  ,  ,  . 

If  it  were  so^ 

*)  „  Such  the  mirror  Otho  held 
In  the  Illyrian  field. "  —  See  JuPtnaL 


'     t 


4    *^     *  ^ 


lia  8  Am>AM  AP  AINU'S) 

»Twcre  Mo<^  the   first  Greek  girl  had  ttid  tb©^ 

•      path. 
1  win  await  here  your  r^turw.  ^  • 

•        '    "  8ARSA2rAPAIi1TS«  .  ^     -     .  .    ..  ^ 

' .    The  place 
Is  spacious  ,  and  the  first  to  be(«oagh,t  out; 
If  they  prevail;  and,  if  itshoi^dbe  so, 
And- J.xetwftt  not  —    •      ,  / 

•     /  Still ,  we  meet  again.  ^ 

How?'  ,     '  r  .•.%*':'':*;'-•.»' j'i"  '.  . 

In  the  spot  whesr^  allr  aiust  meet  at  last— ^ 
In  Hades!  if  there  be,  asj.  believe,  ..-  7  li  '-i.jo.  U 
A  shore  beyond  the  Styx  j  and  if  there  be  not, 
In  ashes... 

S  ARD  AIT  AP  ALUS. 

Dar'st  thou  so  much?  , 

MYRRHA. 


•  % 


J  .*  r^. 


I  £are  all  .things 

....    .. J.  •» .  *• 

Except  survive  what  I  have  loved,  to  be 

A  rebel's  booty:  forth,  and  do  your  bravest. 


»  ..' 


Me  -  '^ier  SipRd^  i^iik  the  mirror. 

SARDANAFALUS    [loohing,  at  Jiimself),  ^ 

This  cuirass  fits  i^ew<pll>.tliebajdric  better^ 
Anditjie  helm  not  at  all.    ]V^thinkS|  I  seem 

{Flings  auf0^  the  helmet^c^tea  frjing  u  agoing 
Pasfiijg  weliintl^esctoysj  an4  ^^oyr  to  prove  thenf. 
AltfNLa!  >Vhfir«P  's  Altada?      \.  ^ 

8FSRO. 

,     ,     '     '  *«  Waiting,  sire,  ..  /  ^ 

^Witkotil::  vh^  has  yonr  shield  in.  readiness. 

SABnAKAPAXVS.       '  ^  ■     '  -' 

»  •  •  •  •    :         , 

True  J I  joi'gpt  he  is  my  shiel4  -  bearer      / . 
By  right  of  blood,  derived  from  age  to  age. 
Myrrha,.  embvaice  me;  yet  once  more  ^  ono^ 

Love  me,  whate'er  betide.    Wjy  chie^est  glory     ^ 
Shall  he  %C(  mak^  me  worthier  of,  your  love. 

Go  forth,  and  .conquer !r  .        ;  • 

(Exit  SjLnDxjfAl^ALm  and  Sfjoso}^ 
Now,  I  am  alone. 
All  are  gone  forth,  and  of  that  $jl  how  f&w  "■■'»'■ 
perhaps  return.     Let  him  but  vanquish,  and 
Me  perish !  If  he  vanquish  n6t ,.  1  perish ; 
For  I  will  not  outlive  him.    He  has  wound 
About  my  heart,  I  know  not  how  nor  why. 


Mot  for  that  he  is  king;  for  vow  his  kingdom 
Rocks  nndemeath  his  throne ,   and  the  earth 

yawns 
To  ^eld  him  no  more*  of  it  than  a  grave ; 
And  yet  I  lore  him  more.    Oh,  mighty  Jove! 
Forgive  this  monstrocis  love  for  a  harbarian, 
VfTio  knows  not  of  Olympus :  yes ,  I  love  him 
Now,  now,  far  more  than  --*  Hark— ^  t6  the  war 

shout! 
Mcthinks  it  nears  me.  If  it  should  he  so  , 

(She  drafts  forth  a  \tmaitpiai,) 
This  cunning  Colchian  poison  y  which  my  father 
Learn'd  t6  (^impound  on  Euxine   shoi^eb^    and 

taught  me 
How  to  preserve,  shall  free  me!  It  had  freed  m« 
Long  ere  this  hour,-  but  that  I  loved,  until 
I  half  forgot  I  was  a  slave:  where  all  • 
Are  slaves  save  onfc ,  and  proud  of  servitudb, 
So  they  are  served  in  turn  by  something  lower 
In  the  degree  of  bondage  ,  we  forget    .         , .  . 
That  shackles  worn  like  ornaments  no  less 
Are  chains.  Again  that  shout!  and  now  the  clash 
Of  arms  —  and  now— and  now— • 

winter  Altada* 

A  LTADA. 

Ho,  Sfn*o,  ho! 
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MYBKHA. 

He  ia  not  licre;  what  ivonldst  thou  with  him? 

How 
goes  on  the  conflict  ? 

AI^TADA.' 

Dubiously  and  fiercely. 

MY&BQA. 

And  the  king? 

altada; 

Like  a  king.     I  must  find  Sfero, 
And  briifg  him  a  new  spear  and  his  own  helmet. 
He  fights^  till  now  bare  headed ,  and  by  far    - 
Too  much  exposed.     The  soldiers  knew  his  face. 
And  the  foe  too;  and  in  the  moon's  broad  lights 
His  silk  tiara  and  his  flowing  hair 
Make  him  a  mark  too  royal...  Every  arrow 
Is  pointed  at  the  fair  hair  and  fair  features^, 
And  the  broiid  filled  which  crowns  both. 

HYftRHA. 

Ye  gods. 
Who  fulmine  o'er  my  father's  land^  protect  him! 
Were  you  sent  by  the  king  ? 

AIiTABA. 

By  Salemcncs, 
Who  sent  me  jprivily  npoi^  ihJs  charge, 
Without  the  knowledge  of  the  careless  sovereign. 
Vol  XL  II 


The  Idngl  the  Idng  li^ts  as  lie  rerels!  ho ! 
What,  Sfero!  I  wili  «eekthe  anmniiy. 
He  must  be  there. 


.Tis  Jio  dislionour — 'Bo  — 
'Tis  no  dishonour  to  Lave  loTed  this  man. 
I  almost  wish  now ,  what  I  never  wisVd 
Before,  that  he  were  Grecian.    KAlcides 
Were  shamed  in  wearing  Ljdian  Omphale^s 
She -garb  9  and  wielding  her  vile  distaff;  snrelj 
He  9  who  springs  np  a  Hercules  at  once, 
Niirs'd  in  effeminate  arts  from  yonlh  to  nunhood. 
And  rushes  from  the  banquet  to  the  battle. 
As  though  it  were  a  bed  of  love,  descrres 
That  a  Greek  girl  should  be  his  paramour. 
And  a  Greek  bard  his  minstrel,  a  Greek  tomb 

w 

His  monomenL     How  goes  the  strife,  sir? 

Enter  an  Officer. 

OFTICEB. 

Lost, 
Lost  almost  past  recovery.    Zames !   Where 


Posted  with  the  guard  appointed 
To  watch  before  die  apartment  of  tJhe  women. 

{J^ii  Qmcu.) 


'    •    A    IB  A  ClJKJi  Y.  Hj 

MYRJIHA  (solus). 

He  'a  gone;  and  told  no  more  than  that  all 's  lost! 
What  need  have  I  to  know  more?  In  those  words, 
Those  little  words  y  a  kingdom  and  a  king, 
A  line  of  thirteen  ages ,   and  the  lives 
Of  thousands'^  «nd  the  fortune  of  all  left 
With  life,  are  merged;    and  I,    too,   with  the 

Like  a  sm^l  bubble  breaking  with  th^  wave 
Which  bore  if;,  shall  be  nothing.     At  the  leasl. 
My  fate  is  in  my  keeping :  no  proud  victor 
Shall  cqmit  Toe  with  his  spoils. 

J^/rter  Pania. 

TANIA. 

,  ,.    ..  Away  with  mc, 

Myrrha  without  delay;  we  must  not  lose 
A  moment  —  all  that's  left  us  now. 

myehha.  ^ 

The  king? 

tANIA. 

Sent  me  here  to  conduct  you  hence,  beyond* 
The  river,  by  a  secret  passage. 

MYKRIIA. 

Then 
He  lives  — 

•  H  2 


PAKTA. 

And  charged  me  to  secnre  your  life^ 
And  beg  you  to  live  on  for  his  feake,  till 
He  can  rejoin  you. 

BTYRRHA. 

Will  he  then  gire  way? 

'  K  PA.NIA. 

Not  till  the  last.     Still ,  still  he  docs  whate'et 
Despair  can  do;  and  step  by  step  disputes 

TSie  very  palace. 

myerha: 

They  are  here ,  then '. —  ay 
Their  shouts  come  ringing'  through  the  ancient 

.    .  haUsi 

Never  profaned  by  rebel  echoes  till 
Thi^fatal  night.    Farewell,  Assyria's  line ! 
Farewell  to  all  of  Nimrod !  Eyen  the  name 
Is  now  no  more. 

TAHIA, 

Away  with  me— away! 

MYRRnA. 

No ;  I  '11  die  here ! .— '  Away,  and  t^ll  your  king 
I  loved  Itini  to  the  last« 
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Enter  SaadAitapalus  and  Saleioexes  with 
Soldiers.  Tasix  quits  Myrrha,  and  ran^ 
ges  himself  with  them. 

SABDJk  NAPALUS. 

Since  it  is  thus, 
We  '11  4io  where  we  were  born  —  in  our  own 

halls, 
Serry  your  ranks —  stand  firm.  I  have  despatch'd 
A  trusty  satrap  for  the  guard  of  Zaines>  1 

All  fresh  and  faithful ;  they  '11  be  here  anon. 
All  Is  not  over. — Pania,  look  to  Myrrha. 

{Pania  returns  towards ^Iyk^hjl,) 

SAI^EMEXES. 

•Wc  have  breathing  time;  yet  one  more  charge, 

my  friends  — 
One  for  Assyria ! 

SARDAKAPALirs. 

Rather  say  for  Bactria  \ 
My  faithful  Bactrians,  I  will  henceforth  be 
l^ing  of  your  nation ,  and  we  ^11  hold  together 
This  realm  as  province. 

SAX^EMEKES. 

Hark !  tJiey  come— they  come.' 
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Enter  Seleses  and  Abbaces  with  the  Rebels. 

ARBACE8.  ' 

Set  on,  we   have    them    in    the    toil.    Charge! 

Charge ! 

BELIBSES.  , 

On !  on !  —  Heaven  fights  for  us  and  with  us. — On ! 

(They  charge  the  King  Sai<£Menes  with  iheir 
Troops ,  who  defend  themselves  till  the  jitri-- 
vol  of  ZAMtfes ,  with  the  Oitar'd  before  men-^ 
iioned.  The  Rebels  are  then  dripen  off  j  and 
pursued  by  Sai^emenes  ,  etc*  ^s  the  King  is 
going  to  join  the  pursuit^^  Beleses  crosses 
him, 

BELESE.^. 

Ho !  tyrant— /  will  end  this  war. 

SABDANAPALUS. 

Even  soj 
My  warlike  priest,   and  precious  prophet,  and 
Grateful  and  trusty  subject: —  yield,  I  pray  thee. 
I  would  reserve  thee  for  a  fitter  doom, 
Rather  than  dip  my  hands  in  holy  blood. 

'  B£Ii£8£S. 

Thine  hour  is  come. 

SARDANAPALUS. 

No,  thirte.  —  I  've  lately  read. 
Though  but  a  young  astrologer,  the  stars; 
And  ranging  round  the  zodiac,  found  thy  fate 


In  tbc  sigm  .of  Uie  Scorpion  ^  whicli  proclaims 
Tliat  thou  wilt  now  be  crush'd. 

BiKLxasa* 

But  not  by  ibfie. 
QTAeyJlghif   Belbses  is  wounded  and  disarmed.) 

8ARDANAFALUS. 

(Raising  his  sword  to  despalch  him,  ex^laim^.) 

Now  call  upon  tby  planets ,  will  they  shoot 

From  the  sky  to  preserve  their  seer  and  credit  ? 

{A  Party  of  Rebels  enter  and  rescue  B£i<£SE9 
T^hey  assail  the  King ,  who ,  in  turn ,  is  res^ 
cued  J}y  a  Party  of  his  Soldiers ,  who  drip9 
the  Rebels  off. 

The  villain  was  a  prophet  after  all. 

Upon  them— ho!  there  —  victory  is  ours. 

(^ExU  in  pursuit,^ 

MTRRHA  [to  PAN! a). 

Piu'sue!    Why  stand'st  thou   here,    and  leavest 

the  ranks 
Of  fellow -soldiers  conquering  without  thee? 

PANIA. 

The  king's  command  was  not  to  c^uit  thee. 

MTimnA. 

Me! 
Think  not  of  me  •—  a  single  soldier's  arm 
Must  not  be  wanting  now»    I  ask  no  guardi 
I  n«ed  XiQ  guard:  what,  with  a  world  at  stake. 
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Keep  watch  upon  a  woman?    Hence,  Isay, 
Or  thou  art  shamed!  Nay,  then,  /will-go  forth^ 
A  feeble  female,  'midst  their  desperate  strife. 
And   bid   thee    guard   me   there  — *  where  thou 

shonldst  shield 
Thy  sovereign. 

Yet  stay,  damsel!  She  is  gone. 
If  aught  of  ill  betide  her,  better  I 
Had  lost  my  life.    Sardanapalus  holds  her 
Far  dearer  than  his  kingdom,  yet  he  fights 
For  that  too ;  and  can  I  do  less  than  him. 
Who  never  flesii'd  a  scimitar  till  now? 
Myrrha ,  return ,  and  I  obey  you  ,  though . 
In  disobediciice  to  the  monarch. 

{Exit  Fakia.) 

Enter   Altada    and  Sfero^   hy  an  oppo^ 

site  dooTm 

ALTADA. 

Hyrzha! 
T^liaty  gone?  jet  die  was  here  when  the  £«] 


*9 

Andnauaiabo.    Can  an^ht  hare  be&Ocm  Ant? 


I  53W  both  safe,  when  late  the  rebels  led: 
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The  probably  are  but  retired  to  make 
Their  way  back  to  the  Hdrem. 

ALTADA. 

If  the  king 
Prove  victor,  as  it  seems  even  now  he  must, 
And  miss  his  own  Ionian,  we^.are  doom'd 
To  worse  than  captive  rebels. 

SF£fiO. 

Let  us  trace  them ; 
She  cannot  be  fled  far;  and,  found,  she  makes 
A  richer  prize  to  our  soft  sovereigu 
Than  his  rccover'd  kingdom. 

ALTADA- 

V 

Baal  himself 
Ke'er*  fought  more  fiercely  to  win  euipire,  than 
His  silken  son  to  save  it :  he  defies 
All  augury  of  foes  or  friends ;  and  like 
The  close  and  sultry  summer's  day ,  which  bodes 
A  twilight  tempest ,  bursts  forth  in  such  thunder 
As  sweeps  the  air  and  deluges  the  earth.    • 
The  man  's  inscrutable. 

ISFEIIO. 

Not  more  than  others. 
All  are  the  sons  of  circtnnstance ;  away— * 
Let's  seeikrthe  slave  out,  or  prepare  to  be 


Tortured  tor  his  infahwliogf  and 
Gmdcmi'd  widioot  a  nimr 


JBSnIer  Salexeses  omf  Soldier*,  dtc. 


The  trinmpli  is 
FlaUering:  thej  are  WaUMi  backward  Irom  the 

palace. 
And  we  liare  open'd  regnlar  access 
To  the  troops  stationed  on  the  other  side 
Euphrates ,  who  may  still  be  true;  nay,  mast  be. 
When  they  hear  of  onr  victory-     But  where 
Is  the  chief  victor?  where  's  the  Ling  ? 

EnteT   Sardanapalus^   cum  suis,  etc.  and 

Mt^biia. 

■ASDAirAPALirS. 

Here  brother. 

IfALEMENES. 

Unhurt,  I  hope. 

Not  q^idte;  but  let  it  pass. 
We  Ve  cleared  the  palace  — 

And  I  trust  the  city. 


▲    thagkdt.  iu6 

Onr  numbers  gather;  and  I  hare  orderM  onward 
A  clpnd  of  Farthians^  hitherto  reserved. 
All  fresh  and  fiery ,  to  be  ponr'd  iipon  them 
In  their  retreat,  which  Soon  will  be  a  flight. 

SAKDANAPAI^US. 

It  is  already ,  or  at  least  they  marched 

Faster  than  I  could  follow  with  my  BactriaAs, 

yVh6  spared  no  speed.  I  am  spent;  give  me  a  seat. 

SACEBIEIIES. 

There  stands  the  throne ,  sire. 

SAKDAHATAJAJS. 

'Tis  no  place  to  rest  on^ 
For  mind  nor  body;  let  me  have  a  couch,    . 

(They place  a  feat.") 
A  peasant's  stool,  I  care  not  what:  so  —  now 
1  breathe  more  freely. 

SAI«EMBK£S. 

This  great  hour  has  proved 
The  brightest  and  most  glorious  of  your  life. 

SAUDAKAPALUS. 

And  the  most  tiresome.  Where  *s  my  cup-bearer? 
Bk'ing  iiie  some  water. 

SAiiEMENEs  (smiUng), 

'Tis  the  first  time  he* 
Ever  had  such  an  order :  even  I, 
Your  most  austere  of  counsellors ,  would  now 
Suggest  apurpler  beverage. 


% 
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SASDAKAPACTS. 

Blood—  donbUfcts. 
fiat  there's  enough  of  that  ahed;  aa  for  wiae, 
I  hare  learnt  to  -  ingfat  the  price  of  the  pvxm 

element: 
Thrice  have  I  drank  of  it,  and  thrice  renewed. 
With  greater  strength  than  the  grape  ever  gave  me. 
My  charge  upon  the  rebels.  Where  's  the  soldier 
Who  gave  me  water  in  his  hehnct? 

OJIS  OF  THE   CUABDS. 

Slain,  sire! 
An  arrow  pierced  his  brain,  while ^  scattering 
The  last  drops  from  his  helm,  he  stood  in  act 
To  place  it  on  his  brows.  ' 

SABDANAPAl^US. 

« 

Slain!  unrewarded! 
And  slain  to  serve  my  thirst:  that 's  hard,  poor 

slave ! 
Had  he  bat  lived  >  I  would  have  gorged  him  with 
Gold:  all  the  gold  of  earth  could  ne'er  repay 
The  pleasure  of  that  draught;  for  I  was  parch*d 
As  I  am  now* 

(Thejr  bring  water -**  he  drinte.) 
I  live  again —  from  henceforth 
The  goblet  I  reserve  for  hours  of  love. 
But  war^  on  water. 
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SALEllENEB. 

.And  that  bondnge.,  siro 
Wkich  girda  your  ^m  ? 

BAnDANAtALUS. 

A  scratch  fi'om  brave  Beleses. 

MYRRHA. 

Oh !  he  is  wounded ! 

SABI)AKAPAI.US. 

Not  too  much  of  that; 
And  yet  it  feels  a  little  stiff  and  painful,   ;    / 
Kow  I  am  cooler. 

:^YRIIHA«  '      \ 

You  have  bound  it  with— 

'    SAHDANAPALUfi. 

The  fillet  of  my  diadem:  the  first  tim« 
That  ornament  was  ever  aught  to  me 
Save*' an  incumbrance. 

MYRHHA  (/o  the  ^Uendants). 
Summon  speedily 
A  leech  of  the  most  skilful:  pray,  retirle; 
I  will  unbind  your  wound  and  tend  it. 

SABDA;t7Al^AI.VS. 

P9  so, 

For  now  it  throbs  sufllcientlv :  btit  what 
Kuow'st  thou  of  wounds  ?  yet  wherefore  do  I^hi^. 


J26  8AROAllAFAX.U21y 

Know'st  tliouy  my  lyroiheJr;  where  I  lighted  ou 
This  million  ?  • 


Herding  with  the  other  females, 
liLo  firighten'd  antelopes. 

AABDANAPAI.17S. 

No :  like  the  dam 
Of  the  yonng  lion,  femininely  raging, 
(And  femininely  meanetE  Yorionslyy 
Because  all  passions  in  excess  are  fema^Ci) 
Against  the  hunter  flying  with  her  cub, 
She  urged  on  with  her  voice  and  gesture ,   and 
Her  iloating  hair  and  flashing  eyes ,  the  soldiers 
In  the  pursuit. 

SALE^i£K£S. 

Indeed! 

fiARDANAPAI^US. 

You  see ,  this  night 
Made  warriors  of  more  than  me.    I  paused 
To  look  upon  her,  and  her  kindled  cheek; 
Her  large  black  eyes  j  that  ilash'd  through  her 

long  hair 
As  it  streamed  o'er  her;  her  blue  veins  tliat  rose 
Along  her  most  transpareM  brow;  her  nostril 
Dilated  from  its  symmetiy ;  her  lips 
Apart ;  her  voice  that  clove  through  all  the  dini 
As  ia  lute's  pierceth  through  the  cymbal's  clash^ 


Jarr'd  bat  not  drowii'd  by  the  loud  brattling-  lier 
.Waved  arms,  more  dazzling  with  tlieir  own  born 

^kiteness 
Tha^  tliestscsLlierliaiid  held,  which  she  canghtnp 
From  a  dead  s&Idier'a  graip^  ..ali  these  tinngsmadift 
Her  seem  TiAt$^  the  troops' a  psophetess  -  ^  '    ... 
Of  victory,  or  Victory  herself, 
Come  donlrH  to  hail  us  hers. 

4ALSMXH£s  (aside). 

This  is  too  much. 

•  «■      •  '    ■ 

Again  theloVi^-'fit  •«  on  him,  and  all '»  lost. 
Unless  we  turn  his  thon^ts. 

*  iAhud.):        m^  ynj  the^^jmaeji 
Think  of  your  wound-—  you  said  even  now  *twas 

painful. 

'     ^  SAAtUKAPAX'tra. 

That  'a  true ,  too ;  but  I  must  not  think  of  it. 

I  hare  look'd-to  all  things  needful ,  and  will  nost 
Reeeare  refloats  of  progi^ess  ihade  in  such 
Orders  as  I  had  given,  and  then  return 
To  hear  your,  further. pleasure.  ,  . ,     - 

flAStlANAFAtltSf    ,       

SALEME2iiB$,(tii  retiring). 
Myci^ia! 


^s9  S^AUJDjLNAPALUS, 

Prince,,. 

'  Ybahavesho^nasottltofiiight,' 
Which ,  Mrere  he  not  imy  si8ter'9  lord  — ?  Bat  now 
I  have  no  time:  thoat  lovs't  the  king^t ..  : 


Hove- 
Sardanapalus. 

But  vronldst  have  him  Jang  still?  • 

kyarhaJ  f 

Iwonlj  not  hare  him  less  thim  what  he  should  be. 

SAIiEMENfiS. 

Well,  then^  to  have  him  king,  and  yours,  and  all 
He  should,  or  should  not  be;  to  hare  him//v#^ 

Let  him  not  sink  back  into  luxury. 

You  have  more  power  upon  his  spirit  than 
Wisdom  within  these  walls ,  or  iierce  rebelixon   ' 
Raging  without:  look  well  that  he  relapse  not.   « 


•    \.i  f   .  •  >. 


*  mtbbhA. 

There  needed  nbt  the  voice  of  Saleiiiehes* 
To  urge  me  on  to. this :  I  will  not  fail. 
AH  that  a  woman's  weakness  can  ^-^ 

SAI.EMFKSS. 

Is  power 
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Omnipotent  o*er  such  a  heart  as  liu ; 

£2.ert  is  wisely.  .  (Exit  Salewenes.) 

8ARDANA^AI.U6. 

M3rrrha!  wliat,   at  whispers 
With  mj  stem  brother  ?  I  shall  soon  be  jealous. 

MYRRHA  (^smiling)m 
You  have  cause ^  sire;  for  on  the  earth  there 

breathes  not 
A  man.  more  worthy  of  a  woman'^  love  — *  ^ 
A  soldieir's  trust  —  a  sub  feet's  reverence  — 
A  king's  esteem  —  the  whole  world's  admiration! 

SARDANAPALVS. 

Praise  him ,  but  not  so  warmly.    I  must  not 
Hear  those  sweet  lips  grow  eloquent  in  aught 
That  throws  me  into  shade ;  yet  you  speak  truth. 

MYipiHA. 

And  now.  retire,  to  have  your  wound  look'd  to. 
Fray  I  lean  on  me. 

SABJDANAPALVS* 

-    Yes  love !  but  not  from  pain. 

(Exeunt  omnes,) 


Vol  XL 
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ACT  IV.    SCENE  I. 


Sardanapalus  discovered  sleeping  upon 
a  Couch  and  occasionally  disturbed  ia^ 
his  Slumbers  J  with  Mykkhx  watching* 

MYBBHA  (sola  gazttig). 
I  hare  stolen  upon  his  rest,  if  rest  it  be^ 
'  Which  thus  convulses  slumber :  shdtl  I  wake  him  ?' 
No,  he  seems  calmer.    Oh,  thou  God  of  Quiet! 
Whose  reign  is  o'er- sealed  eyelids  and  soft  dreams. 
Or  deep ,  deep  sleep ,  so  as  to  be  unfathom'd, 
Look  like  thy  brother,  Death  —  so  still  — •  so 

stirless  — 
For  then  we  are  happiest,  as  it  may  be,  we 
Are  happiest  of  all  within  the  realm 
Of  thy  atem,  silent,  and  unwakening  twin. 
Again  he  moves  —  again  the  play  of  pain 
Shoots  o'er  his  features ,  as  the  sudde  n  gust 
Crisps  the  reluctant  lake  that  lay  so  calm 
Beneath  the  mountain  shadow;  or  the  blast 


A    TBAGGDT.  l3i 

Ruffles  the  autmnn  leaves  y  that  drooping  cling 
Caiiitly  and  motionless  to  their  loved  boughs. 
I  must  awake  him  —  yet  not  yet :  who'  knows 
From  what  I  rouse  him  ?  It  seems  pain ;  bat  if 
I  quicken  him  to  heavier  pain  ?    The  fever 
Of  this  tumnltuous^ni^ty  the  grief  too  of 
His  wound  ^  though  sliglit^   may  cause  all  this^ 

and  sliake 
Me  more  to  see  than  him  to  suffer.    No : 
Let  nature  use  her  own  maternal,  means  ^  — - 
And  I  await  to  second  not  disturb  her. 

sARDANAPAurs  ^awakening). 

Not  so— '  although  ye  iiliiltiplied  the  stars^ 
And  gave  them  to  me  as  a  realm  to  share 
From  you  and  with  you!  I  would  not  so  purchase 
The  empire  of  eternity.  Hence — hence  — 
Old  hunter  of  the  earliest  brutes  !  and  ye, 
Who  hunted  fellow  -  creatures  bs  if  briites ; 
Once  bloody  mortals—*  and  now  bloodier  idols, 
If  your  priests  lie  not!    And  thou,  ghastly  bel- 
dame! 
Dripping  with  dusky  gore ,  and  trampling  on 
The  carcasses  of  Inde—  away!   away! 
Where  am  I?  Where  the  spectres?  Wliere  r^ 

No  that 
Is  no  false  pbantom  :*  I  should  know  it  /midst 

l3 


l3'^  aAHUAH  APAI^US, 

All  that  the  dead  dare  gloomily  raise  up 

From  their  black  go^  to  dannt^the  living.  Myrrhaf 

MTRRHA. 

Alas !  thou  art  pale  y  and  T>n  thy  brow  the  drops 
Gather  like  night  dew.     My  beloved ,  hhsh  -— 
Calm  thee.    Thy  3peech  seems  of  another  world. 
And  thoa  art  loved  of  this.    Be  of  good  okeer ; 
All  will  go  well. 

sAiinAKAPAXttra-' 
Thy  /iondf— so—  'tis  thy  hand; 
'Tis  flesh ;  £^asp  --*  clasp  *—  yet  closer  >  till  I  feel 
Myself  that  which  I  was. 

mnuiHA. 

At  least  know  me 
For  what  I  am  ^  and  ever  mnst  be  *- 


SARDANAPALITS. 

I  know  it  now.     I  know  this  life  again. 
Ah,  Myrrha!  I  have  been  where  we  shall  be. 

KTHRHA. 

My  lord! 

SABDAKAPAX.U8. 

I  've  been  i'  the^rave  — -  where  worms  are  lords. 
And  kings  are —  Bat  I  did  not  deem  it  so; 
I  thought  twas  nothing. 

MTBAHA. 

So  it  is;  except 


Unto  the  timid,  who  anticipate 
That  which  may  never  be. 

tABDANAFALUS. 

Oh,  Myn*ha!  if 
Sleep  ^th^ws  such  things,  what  may  not  death 

disclose  ? 

r 

-    ...     KTB^HA. 

I  know  no  evil  death  can  sl^wi  which  Vie  """' 
Has  not  lilready  shown  to  those  who  live 
JElmbodied  longest.    If  thei^e  be  indeed 
A  shore ,  where  mind  survives^  twill  be  as  mind. 
All  unincorporate:  or  if  there.fiiti.  '  I 

A  shadow  of  this  cumbrons  clog  of  clay,  ' 

Which  stalks,  methinks,  between  otir  souls  saiB. 

heaven,    • 
And  fetters  us  to  earth  "—  at  least  the  phantom, 
Whate'-er  it  have  to  fear,  will  iiot  fear  deatii.  > 

9ABnANAPAXU9. 

I  fear  it  not;  but  I  have  felt  —  have  seen  — 
A  legion  of  the  dead.  m 

And  so  h^ve  I. 
The  dust  we  tread  upon  waa  once  aUve, 
And  wretched.  But  proceed:  what  hast  thou  seen? 
Speak  it,  'twill  lighten  thy  dimn^'d  mind. 

SARDANArAIitrs.  ' 

^  Methought  — 


^ 
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MYRRHA. 

Yet  pause ,  thou  art  tired  —  in  |)aifi  r-  exhoust- 

ed;  all 
Which  can  impair  both  strength  and  spirit :  seek 
Rather  to  sleep  again.  >      >  ^^   >  .  .>   ^ 

,  .         SAfllDANAFALVS* 

Not  now  •—  I  wbuld  not 
Dream;  thongh  I  know  it  now  to  be  a  dream 
.What  I  have  dreamt:*—  and  canst  thou  bear  to 

hear  it? 

I  can  bear  all  things ,  dreams  of  life  or  death. 
Which  I  participate  with  yon>  in  semblance 
'Or  fnll  realitj. 

SAKDANAPALUS. 

And  this  look'd  real, 
I  tell  yon :  after  that  these  eyes  were  open, 
I  saw  them  in  their  flight—  for  then  they  fled. 

MTBBHA. 

Say  on. 

SABbANA]>AI.US« 

I  saw,  that  is,  I  dream'd  myself 
Here— -here— *  evto  where  we  are*,   gnests  as  we 

were. 
Myself  a  host  that  deem'd  himself  but  gaest. 
Willing  to  equal  all  in  social  freedom ; 
But,  oTk  my  right  hand  and  my  left,  instead 


Of  tbee  audZamesy  and  our  .castom'd  meeting. 
Was  ranged  on  my  left  hand  a  haughty  >  dark. 
And  deadly  ftLce  •—  I  could  not  recognize  it, 
Yet  I  had  seen  it ,  though  I  knew  not  where ; 
The  features  were  a  giant's,  and  the  eye 
Was  still ,  yet  lighted;    his  Jong  locks  coUrl'd 

down 
On  his  vast' bust,  whence  a  huge  quiver  rose 
With  shaft- heads  feather'd  from  the  eagle's  wing. 
That  peep'd  up  bristling  through  his  serpent  hair. 
I  invited  him  to  fill  the  cup  which  stood  , 

Betweto  us,  but  he  anrwer'd  not  —  I  fill'd  it— 
He  took  it  not,  but  stared  upon  me,  tiU  t 
I  trembled  sat  the  fix'd  glare  pf  his  eye; 
1  frown'd  upQn  him  as  a.kipg.fiti9uld  irowx}*^. 
He  frown'd  not  in  Ids  turpt,:l>^M^  look'd  upon  me 
With  the  same  aspect,  whiqlf  appall'd  me  mpre,   . 
Because  i^  changed  not;'  and  I  turn'd  for  refuge 
To  milder  guests ,  and  sought  %h^m  on  the  ffi^t, 
Where  thou  wert  wont  to  be.     But  *^ 

{He  pauses!) 

myhrha;  •- 

What  instead? 

In  thy  own ''chair  —  thy  own  place  in  tke'  ban- 
quet— 
I  sought  thy  sweet  face  in  the  circle—-  but    • 


Instead  —  a  gray-hmr*d,  withered,  bloody- eyed. 
And  bloody  -  Landed ,  ghastly^  ghostly  thing, 
Female  in  garb ,  and  cnfown'd  upon  the  brow, 
FniTOw'd  with  yesrs,  yet  sneering  with  the  passion 
Of  vengeance,  ieering  too  with  that  of  lust, 
Sate :  —  my  veins  curdled. 

HTRRHA. 

is  this  all  ? 

SARtlA'NAPALrS. 

Upon 
Ilex    right    haud^ -—  h^   lank,    bird -like    right 

hand  *-^- stood 
A  goblet,  bubbliiig  o'er  with  blood;  and  on 
Her  left ,  another ,  filPd  with  —  what  I  saw  not, 
But  turnM  from  it  and  her.    But  all  along 
The  tabic  sate  a  range  of  crowned  wretches, 
Of  various  aspects ,  but  of  one  expression. 

MYWtHA. 

And' felt  you  not  this  a  mere  virion? 

8AILDANAPALUS. 

*  .        No:  ^ 

It  was  so  palpable ,  I  coiild  have  touch'd  them. 
I  tnm'd  from  one  face  to  another,  in 
The  hope  to  find  at. last  one  which  I  knew 
.Eiteilsaw-  Aeirs :'  but  no  •—  all  turn'd  upon  me," 
And  stared ,  but  neither  ate  nor  drank,  but  stared, 
Till  I  grew  stone,  as  they  seem'dhalf  to  be,.. 


A     TUAOEDY.  13; 

Yet  breathing  stone,  for  I  felt  life  in  thcnij 

And  life  in  me:  there  was  a.hon*id  kind 

Of  sympathy  between  us ,   as  if  they 

Had  lost  a  part  ol*  death  to  ^ome  to  me. 

And  I  the  hdf^of  life  to  sit  by  them. 

We  were  in  an  existence  all  apart 

From  heaven  or  earth —  And  rather  let  me  s^e  * 

Death  all  than  siich  a  being ! 

And  tlie  end  ? 

SABDAKAPAJCUS. 

At  last  I  sate  marble  as  they,   when  rose 
The  hunter^  and  the  crew  j  and  smiling  on  me*^ 
Yes  f  the  enlarged  but  noble  aspect  of 
The  hunter  smiled  upon  me  •*-  I  should  say. 
His  Ups^  for  his  eyes  moved  not  ^-«  and  the  woman^s 
Thin  lips  relax'd  to  something  like  a  smile. 
Soth  rose ,  and  the  erown'd  figures  on  each  hand 
Rose  also^  as  if  aping  their  chief  shades  — - 
Mere  mimics  even  in  death  -^  but  I  aate  still; 
A  desperate  courage  crept  through  every  iimb^  : 
Aild  at  the  lastlfear'd  them  noty  but  laugh'd 
Full  in  their  phantom  faces.     But  then—  then 
The  hunter  laid  his  hand  on  mine ;  I  took  it, 
And  grasp'd  it-—  but  it  melted  from  my  own» 
While  he  too  vanish'd,  and  left  nothing  but 
The.meraory  of  a  hero,  for  he  look'd  so. 
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MYRlUiA. 

And  was :  the  ancestors  of  beroes ',  too^ 
And  thine  no  less. 

SABDANAPALITS. 

Aj'i  Mytrba,  hntthe  woman. 
The  female  who  remain'd  she  flew  upon  me^ 
And  bnrnt*my  lips  up  w:ith  hei*  noisome  kisses, 
And  jliiiging  down  the  goblets  on  each  hand, 
Mcthonght  their  poisons  fiow'd  around  us ,  till 
Each  fornl'd  a  hideous  river.     Still  she  clung ; 
Th^  other  phantoms ,  like  a  row  of  statues, 
Stood  dull  as, in  our  temples-,   but  she  still 
Embraced  me,  while  I  shrunk  from  her,  as  if. 
In  lieu  of  her  remote  descendant ,  I 
Had  been  the  son  who  slew  her  for  her  incest.. 
Then—  then  —  a  cbaos  of  all  loathsome  things 
Throng'd  thick  and  shapeless:  I  was  dead,  yet 

'    feeling  — 
Buried ,  and  raised  again  •-^  consumed  by  worms. 
Purged  by  the  flames , '  and  wither'd  in  the  air ! 
I  can  fix  noAing  farther  of  my  thoughts, 
Save  that  I  long'd  forthee,  and  sought  for, thee, 
In^all  these  agonies,  knd  woke  and  found  thee. 

MYRnHA. 

So  shalt  Ihou  find  me  ever  at  thy  side. 
Here  and  hereafter,  if  the  last  maybe. 
But  thinknot  of  these  things  —  the  mere  creations 


▲  •  TBAOKJIY.  I'Hj 

Of  late  events  acting  upon  a  framfr 
Unused  to  toil,  yet  over  -  wrought  by  toil 
Such  as  might  Xxj  the  sternest. 

aA.k  DA  NAFALU5. 

I  am  better*     . 
Now  that  I  see  thee  once  more  >  what  was  seen 
Seems  ni^thing. 

'  Is  the'king  so  soon  awake  ? 

SARDAKAPALUS..  '  ^ 

Yes,  brother,  and  I  would  I  had  not  slept  ^ 
For  all  th^  predecessors  of  our  line 
Rose  up,  meth ought,  to  drag  me-dowP'  to'  tlit^ni. 
My  father  was  amongst  them ,  too  ;  but  he, 
I  know  not  why ,  kept  from  me ,  leaving  me 
Between  the  hunter  -  foundei?  of  our  Tace, 
And  her,  the  homicide  and  husband  -  killer. 
Whom  you  call  glorius. 

So  1  term  you  also. 
Now  you  have  shown  a  spint  like  to  hefrs. 
By  day -break  I  propose  that  wesetfotth, 
And  charge  once  more  the  rebel  crew,  who  still 
Keep  gathering  heAd;  reptdsed,    but  not  quite 

queird. 


j40  sard  V  NAFAliUS^ 

SJLBDAKJISPAI'irS. 

How  wedi-s  the  night  ? 

8ALSXESKB, 

There  yet  remain  some  hoixra 
Of  darkness  :  use  them  for  yonr  further  rest 

8XRDAKArAt.VS. 

No,  not  to-night,  if  His  not  gone:  mothoiigkt 
I  passed  hoars  in  that  vision. 

vrftftHA. 

••  Scarcely  one; 
I  ^vatch^d  by  J9n:  it  was  a  heavy  honr. 
But  9ii  hour  only. 

SABDANAPAI-rs. 

Jjet  OS  then  hold  conncO; 
To  -  mofrrow  vre  set  f ordi. 


But  ere  that  time, 
I  had  a  grace  to  seek. 

^is  gunted. 

SAICUEfiBS. 

Hear  it 
Efp  yon  reply  too  readily;  and  lis 
For  jmKT  ear  onfy. 


Friace/I  take  my  l»w^ 

{Exii  MTaaaA.) 


_         A      TB  AGEUT.  X4l 

That  slave  deserves  her  freedom. 

Freedom  ouly! 
That  slave  deserves  to  share,  a.  throitek 

'      SAUSMSflXS. 

Yomr  patience—. 
'TIS  not  yet  vacant;  and  'tis  Qf  its  partner 
I  come  to  speak  with  you. 

0ABSAKAFAX.tIS»  

Howl   of thc^queen? 

8AI£HENES.. 

Even  so,     I  judged  it  fitting  for  their  safety, 
That,  ere  the  dawn,  she  s^ts  forth  with  her  children 
For  Paphlagonia,  where  our  kinsman  Cotta 
Governs ;  and  there  at  all  events  secure    . 
My  nephews  and  your  sons  their  lives ,  and  with 

them 
Their  just  pretensions  to  the  crown  m  case  — 

SARDAKAPALUS. 

I  perish—  as  is  probable:  well  thought  — 
Let  them  set  forth  with  a?sure  escort. 

SAI^EMfNBS. 

That 
Is  all  provided,  and  the  galloy^seady 
To  drop: down* the  Euphrates;  but  ere  they 
Depart,  will  you  iiot  see—*        .  -.:..'.. 


j4a  S  ABDAM  AVAJUUSy 

aAU>A]rAmi>V8. 

Mj  sons^  It  may 
Unman  my  heart,  and- the  poor  boys  will  weep  ; 
And  what  can  I  reply  to  comfort  them, ' 
Ssire  with  »ome  hollow  hopes,  .and  ill  -  wo^n 

smiles? 
Yon  know  I  cannot  feign. 


But  you.can  .feel;> . 
At  least,  I  trust  so:  in  a  word^  the  queen 
Re^neats  to  aee  yon  care  you  part  —  for  ever. 

SABDAKAPAliTTS. 

Unto  what  end?  what  purpose  ?  I  will  grant 
Aught  —  all  that  she  can  ask —  but  such  a  meeting. 

8AI«EMSK£S. 

You  know,  or  ought  to  know,  enough  of  women; 
Since  you  have  studied  them  so  steadily, 
That  what  they  ask  in  aught  that  touches  on. 
The  heart,  is  dearer  to  their  feelings  or 
Their  fancy,  than  the  whole  external  worlds 
I  think  as  you  do  of  my  sister's  wish; 
But  'twas  her  wish  —  she  is  my  sister—  you 
Her  husband  will  you  grand  it? 

aAaUANAPAJUUS. 

'Twill  be  useless : 
But  let  her  come. 


▲     T«AOX]»Y.  1^3 

aALBKSNES. 

I  go* 

{Exit-  iSatjmkkes.) 
^  BABDAKABAI4UB. 

We  have  lived  »9Erader 
Too  long  to  meet  again—*  end  now  to  meet! 
Have  I  not  cares  enow>  and  pangs  enow> 
To  bear  alone ,  that  we  must  mingle  sorrows^ . 
"Who  liave  ceased  to  mjingle  love? 

\ 

Re  -  enter  S A]1.emenes  and  Zarina. 

SAXiEMBNES. 

My  sister  I  Cotiriige : 
Shame  not  our  blood  with  trembling,  but  re- 
member   : 
From  whence  we  sprung.  The  queen  is  present,  sire. 

ZARINA. 

I  pray  thee,  brother,  leave  me. 

SALCM£N£S. 

Since  you  ask  it. 

{Exit  SaI£MXN£S,) 

ZAEINA. 

Alone  with  him !  How  many  a  year  has  past^ 
Though  we  are  still  so  young,  since  we  have  met. 
Which  I  have  worn  in  widowhood  of  heart. 

* 

He  lowd  me  not:  yet  he  seems  little  changed— 


1^  t>A  UUJLSiA  I'^lsUS, 

Changed  to  me  only  —  would  tlie  change  were 

matual! 
He  speaks  not— scarce  regards  me—  notaword**^- 
Nor  look  —  yet  he  was  soft  of  Toice  and  aspect^ 
Indiffi^ent,  not  austere.    My  lord! 

aJJIDAKAPAi.U8. 

Zarina! 

ZABIVA. 

No ,  not  Zai-ina  — ^  do  not  say  Zarina. 

That  tone  •^  that  word  — •  annihilate  long  years. 

And  things  which  make  them  longer. 

SARDAKAPALUS. 

Tis  too  late 
To  think  of  these  past  dreams.     Let  's  not  re- 
proach '— 
That  is;  reproach  me  not*-*  for  the  last  time  -^ 

ZARINA. 

/ 

And  Jirst,    I  ne^er  rpproach'd  yoiu 

SARDAKAFAIiUS* 

'Tismost  true; 
And  that  reproof  comes  heavier  on  my  heart 
Than — But  our  hearts  are  not  in  our  own  power. 

ZARINA. 

Nor  hands ;  but  I  gave  both; 

SARSANAPALrS. 

*  Your  brother  .aaid, 


4.      %UAQ»DY.  l45 

It  was  jQW  will  to  ate  me^  ere  you  went 
From  Nineveh  .with  —  {Me  hmaiiaiet). 

eARIHA* 

Our  children  :  it  is  tr'tfeJ 
I.  wished  to  tliank  yon  that  you  have  not  divided 
My  heart  from  all  that's  leift  it  now  to  love  -— 
Those  who  ^e  yours  and  niine>  who  look  likcyou^ 
And  look  upon  me  as  yon  looked  upon  me 
Once  — t  Bat  they  have  not  changed. 

SARBANAlPALirS* 

Nor  ever  will. 
I  fain  would  have  them  dntiful. 

ZABIKA«   , 

I  cherish 
Those  infants ,  not  alone  from  the  Uind  love 
Of  a  fond  mother  >  but  as  a  fond  woman. 
They  are  now  the  only  tie  between  us. 

SABDAKAPAIiUS. 

Deem  not 
I  have  not  done  70U  justice :  rather  make  them 
Resemble  your  own  line,  than  their  own  sire. 
I  trust  them  with  you<^  to  you:  fit  them  for 
A  throne^  or,  if  that  be  denied*— You  have  heard 
Of  this  night's  tumults  ? 

eAU^KA. 

Ihad  half  forgotten; 

Vol  Xh  K 


And  could  Lave  vpelcomeA  any  grief  >  mve  yenrs, 
Which  gave  mo  to  behead  ytmr  fttce  again. 

SABDUkNAPAXUS. 

Th«  throne—  I'  3«y  it  not  in  fear  —  but  'tis 
In  peril;  thej  perhaps  may  never  mount  it:     *' 
But  kt  them  not  for  this  lose  sight  of  it. 
I:  will  dare  all  things  to  bequeath  it  Ihem; 
But  if  I  fail,  then  they  must  win  it  back    > 
Bravely-—  and,  won,  wear  it  wisely,  not-as  I 
Have  wasted  down  jny  royalty. 

t 

ZARINA» 

They  Wer 
Shall  know  from  me  of  aught  but  what  may  honour 
Their  father's  mei^ory. 

9Am>^NAPAXirs. 

Rather  let  them  hear   ' 
The  truth  from  yon  than  fi*om  a  trampling  world. 
If  they  be  in  adversity,  they  'U  learn 
Top  soon  the  scorn  of  crowds    for  crownless 
•      ",.  ...  '  princes,...  ;   ^ 

And  find  that  all  their  father's  sins  are  theirs.    - 
My  boys ! — I  could  baye  borne  it  were  Icl^ildl^ss* 

Oh!  do  not  say  so— *do  not  poison  all 

My  peace  left,  by  unwi^lu'ig  that  thou  wert 

A  father.    If  thou-  cpn^erest ,  they  shall  reign. 


Anid  honour  him  who  ««iVed  the  l^alm  for  them 
So  little^  tired  foFas  his  Own ;  and  if — 

*Tis  lost,  all  earth  will  cry  out  thank  your  father! 
And  they  will  swell  thoecho^th  a  curse. 

....aAlKINA.' 

That  they  shall  »ever  doi;  hut  rat&er  honont,  ' 
The  name  of  him,  who^  dying  like  a  king, 
In  his  last  hours  4M  niore  for  his  own  mtmoisy^ 
Than  many  monarchs  in  a  length  of  days , 
VVhich'date  the  flight  of  time,  hut  make  no  annals. 

Our  annals  draw  percbanee  unto  their  close ;. 
But  at^the  luast),  >w4iate^er4he  pa»f)  their  end: 
Sbdl  b«  tike  tki^ir^  heginning  ->-  memorable. 

Yet,  be  not  rash  -—be  carefiil  of  your  life. 
Live  but  £6r  those  who  lore^ 


\r*  * 


I     •     - 


»      I  * 


aAKDANAPAl.US« 


'   •   .  And  who  are  thev? 

A  slave,  .who  loves  frp^n  pasfiiou— 1 11  not  say 
Ambition*^ she  has  seen  thrones^ shake,  and loy^sj; 
A  few  friends,  who  have  revell'd  till  we  are 
As  one>  Sot  they  are  nothing  if  I  fall^ 
A  brother  I  have  iaijttned^^okildr«9  whonfe 
I  have  neglected;  And  A  spouse -r      .. 

K  a 


Who  lartH. 

And  pardoni? 

'      I  have  nevor  thought  of  this. 
And  cttonot  pardon  till  I  have  coi%d0iim.'4^    : .     . 

SABDAKAPAIiVS.     , 

My  wife! 

ZARIKA.. 

Mow  blessings  on  thee  foe  tUatwordfi 
I  never  thought  to  hear  it  more  -^  from  thee. 

SAttUANAFALtrSi  - 

Oh!  thou  wilt  h^ar  it  from  iny  subjects,  l^es  •— ..  , 
These  slaves,  whom  I  have  nurtured^  B^^P^^'^a 

fed, 
And  swoln  with  peace,  and  gorged  with  plenty,  till 
They  reign  themselves  —  all  monarchs  in  their  ' 

mansions  — •    ' 
Now  SYraAn  forth  in  rehelHon,  and  demand 
His  death ,  who  made  their  lives  a  jubilee ; 
While  the  few  upon  whom  I  have  ntf  claim       ♦ 
Are  faithful r This  is  true,  yet  monstrous. 

ZAKIKA.  ■      ' 

Tis 
Perhaps  f<jo  iiatUFal;   for  benefits  * 

Turn  poison  in  bad  minds.  «       .:    '    * 


•    A     TRA«k3;Y.  lit!) 

And  good  ones  mote 
GoocI  out  of  evil.'  Happier  than  the  be^ 
Which  hives  xtoit  but  from  "ivhoieMme  ilowers. 

SCABIKA. 

Then  reap 
The  honey  j  nor  inquire  whence  His  derived. 
Be  satisfied-—,  you  are  not  all  .a.banaon'd. 

SAB P ANAAAUffl. ..  .. 

My  life  insures  me  that  Ho^.  long;  bethink  you» 
Were  not  I  yet  a  Isjng  >  should  L  b^  mortal ;.  .  ,  ,  ^ 
That  is,  where  mortals   ore^   not  whero  they 

vmst  be?. 

ZABINA«: 

I  know  pot    But  yet  live  for  myi»—  that  is, 
Your  children's  sake ! 

'      fiABDAKAFAiLrS* 

My  gentle^  wrong*d  Zarlilat 
I  am  the  very  slave  of  circumstance  i  < 

And  impulse*-*  borne  away  W*^  'eVery  brcatbl  '' 
Misplaced  upoh^the  thrbh0*^'tttispliteed  in  life. 
I  know  not  what  I  could'  have*  feeeh  /  but  feel ' 
I  am  not  what  I  should  be  •—  let  it  end. 
BiM:  take  this  with  thee :  if  I  was  not  form'd 
To  prize  a  love  like  thine ,  a  mind  like  thine, 
Nor  dote  even  on  thy  beauty—  as  I  'vc  doted 


On  lesser  charms,  for  no  <pai|!i^  save  that  such 
Dcvotiontwasim  chtty,.  aitd  I  hated 
A 11  that  fook'd  Hk0  a  cfaaia  tttm'Of  ofters^  < 
(Thiji  even  reJMDioai  must  'avpui;]i)b;^yelt  he^ 
These  words,  perhaps  among  my  last -—that  none 
Ere  Va]ue4  more  thy  virtues,  though  he  knew  not 
To  profit  by  th^m  —  as  the.nrinpr  lights 
Upon  a  vein  of  virgii^.  ore ,  discovering 
That  which  avails  him  nothing:  he  hath  found it^ 
But  *tis  not  his— ''bnt ''some  sup^rior*s,  who 
I*Jaccd  him  to  dig ,  hut  not  divide-  the  i^altli 
Which  sparkled  il^hi^  feet;  p6^  date  Iie'fift  •    " 
Nor  poisd  it,  but  must  grovel  OH  rf^tnrniB^ 
The  sullen  earth- 

SJkRiKA, 

Of!  if  thou  hast  a*"lengtli 
Discover'd  tliat  my  love  is  worth  esteem,   - 
I  ask  no  more—  I^ut  let  us  hence  together. 
And  /^—  let  mcMyrfSfe—  shall  yet  be  happy. 

Assyria  is  not  all  the  earth —«  we  ;'11.^4 
A  ivorld  oat  of  our* own*—  and  bo  nunro  ^Wcgt 

Than  I  Jiave  ever  been*  or  thon^wifhuU 
An  cfppire  ,^o  indalgo  theo. 


•  •    t.»» ' 


»   •  4 


Enter  SAL£;^tt£N£S. 

AALEMENE8.     , 

I  must 'part  ye— 
The  moments  y  vrhicli  must  not  hxi  lost  ^  are  paa* 

sing. 

Inhtiman  btpther  f  w3t  tl»<nL  tlnis  Iwdgh  oiii       / 

Instantf  so'Jhigh  and  t)kst? '♦  '  :       •  i  .     ,    '     '  .  . 


SALEMENES., 

'  .   /    M   .  .  «         Blest!''    -•  •• 

,    "   1 

ZARTNA. 

*  .  -        I  •      t 

•    /  »  I'  -  '  ' 

He  liath  been 

« 

So  gentle  witli  me,  that  I  cannot  think    • 
Of  quitting.  J. 

.  SAtEMENES. ;  i 

So  -—  this^  fe^iipi^e  farewell 
Ends  as  such  partings  end,  in  no  departure. 
I  thought  as  muph  ,  and  yielded  tagainst  all 
My  better  bodings^     But  it  must  not  be. 

^       Remain ,  and  peridi  •-« 

ZAKINA. 

.    ,  With  my  husband  — 


152  &A&VASAP  AL.VSy 

'  SALSaUNES*     '  '  '•      • 

And  cliildren. 

s  * 

» 

ZAfiIKA« 

.  Alas!   . 

SAIiEMENES. 

Hear  me^  sister  ^  like 
My  sister  :^^  all  'tlprepared  to  taaike  ydur  safety 
Certain  9  and  of  the  boys'  too ,  our  last  hopes. 
'Tis  not  a  single  question  of  mere  feeling, 
Though  that  were  much  —  but  'tis  a  point  of 

stfite: 
Th^  rebels  would  do  more  to  seize  upon 
The  offspring  of  their  sovereign^  andso  crush  —  , 

ZARIKA. 

.  Ah  I  do  not  name  it 

t 

Well,  then  I  mark  me:  when 
They  are  safe  beyond  the  Median's  grasp,  the 

rebels 
Have  miss'd  their  chief  aim.  •»-*  the  extinction  of 
The  line  of  iNimrod.  Though  the  present  kiag  >  r 
Fall^  his  sons  live  for  victory  and  vengeance. 

.  .  eAaiKA.        ,  • 
But  could  not  I  remain,  alone? 

.  SALEMENES,       ^ 

What!  leave 


I    N 


•^  A     TBAOEDY.  133 

Your  childreiii    with  two  parents  and  yet  or- 
'    "        '               *       plians-^       '     .            • 
In  a  sti'ange  lAhd  —  sio  young,  so  distand?  

^  •'  CARINA. 

No  — 
My  lieatt  will  break.  , 

Now  you  know  all  —  decide* 

Zarina^  he  Iiath  spoken  well,  and  we 
Must  yield  awhile  to  this  necessity. 
Remaining, here,  youmoy  lose  pU;  departii^i  ; 
You  save  the  better  part  of  what  is  left 
To  both  of  US,  and  to  such  loyal  hearts 
As  yet  beat  in  these  kingdoms. 

SAJUSMENSS. 

The  time  presses. 

'   SAKbANArAIiUS. 

Go,  then;  *  If  e'er  we  meet  again,  perhaps 
I  may  be  worthier  of^ou  —  and ,  if  not,  ' 
Remember  that  my  faults,  though  not  atoned  for, 
\Are  ended.    Vet,  I  dread  thy  nature  will     • 
Grieve  more  above  the  blighted  name  and  ashes 
Which  once  were  mightiest  in  Assyria —  than  — 
Biitl  g^ow  womaniah  again,  and  must  not; 
I  must  learn. sternness  pQw..,  My- sins  Jiave  all 
Been  of  the  softer  order—  hide  thy  teays  •— 
I  do  not  bid  thee  not  to  shed  them—  'twere 


}5^  8AADA  XAPALUSy 

Easier  to  stop  Eapbratea  at  13  sonrco 
Tlian  one  tear  qC  a  true  ahd  tender  heart  — « 
But  let  me  not  behold  tlienjL;  they  nu^an  me 
Here  ^hen  I  had  remann'd  myself.    My  brother^ 
Lead  her  away. 

ZARINA. 

Oh  9  God!  I  never  shall 
Behold  him  more! 

aALEMENES  (striptng  to  conduct  her). 

Nay ,  sister,  I  must  be  obey'd. 

ZARIKA, 

I  mitst  remain  —  away!  you  shall  not  hold  me, 
WTiat ,  shall  he  die  alone  ?—  /  live  alone  ? 

SAI^EMENES. 

He  shall  not  die  alone  ;  but  lonely  you 
Have  lived  for  yeaf  s. 

ZAJUKA. 

That 's  false !  I  knew  /*a  lived, 
And  lived  upon  his  image  r-  let  me  go! 

•AUOCENBs  {conducting  her  off  the  stage). 
Nay,  then,  I  must  use  some  jDraternal  force, 
\Vluch  you  will  pardon. 

2AAINA. 

Nrv«r-    Help  me  I  Obi 
Sardanapalusy  wilttboa  thus  behold  m&* 
Torn  from  thee?  — 


*   »      J 


♦./'•*  r  A-       t  ^  oT^Nay  •--♦^lien  9II  is  lost  again, 

1. ...  ,.  My  brain  t^uriiB. -^v* 
My  ey^i  fttt  r- wrb^^.i^ie  ?    _, 

No  —  set  her  down  — 
She  's  dead  —  and  you  h^ve  slain  her. 

8ALEMENE6. 

•Tis  the  mere 
Faintness  of  o'er- wrpDgUt  passion:  in- the.  air  - 
She  will  recover.     Pr*y,  teep  back.  •—  {Aside,) 

.*   ;  '    tJ    -  •.  I  nnist 

Avail  mjsipytpS  this  sole  mpin^nt  to  , 
Bear  her  to  where  her  children  are  esmbark'd* 
I'  the  royal  galley  o«.  ft.%  jri^cr. 

•   -^  ^ 'If.  J    •     .  .    (^f^MRisHLM  hears 'her  off ,) 

This,  too— • 
And  thi^.tig^iniast  J^fj^r--- 1,  who  never 
InfUct^dpurfioscly  OIL hnwan. hearts   .,    „.    -.  . 
AjVqlupM^y  pang!  But;  that  if  false,-^  x/  j!.       * 
She  loved  me,^  and  I  Jl9ved  her.    Fatal  passion ! 
Why  dost  thoanot  ^;xpktex.qp  jQnef  ii^li&9xU 
Whid^iftourhast  lighte4np  at  once?  Zwnal 


l56  fi  A  B  iJ  A  N  A  t  A  1-  U  S  ,        » 

I  must  pay  dearly  f6f  thte  ctesolation 

Now  brought  upon  thee.  '  Had  I  never  loved 

But  thee>  I  should  have  been  an  unopposed 

Monarck^of  honouring  iiations.     To  what  gulfi 

A  single  deviation  from  the  track 

Of  human  duties  leads  even  those  who  ckdm 

The  homage  of  mankind  as  their  born  due. 

And  find  it,  till  they  fotlieil;  it  themselves ! 

JSnter  Myrrh  A. 

SAEOANAVALrs. 

You  here !  Who  calTd'ydtt  ?  >      :  \ ; 

No  one—*  but  I  heard 
Far  off  a  voice  of  wail  aild  lamentation,       ' 
And  thought—-  '  '     ' 

8ABi>AirAlfA&irs.«    '       / 

It  forms  nd  portion  "of  your  duties 
To  enter  here  till  sc^^lif  -fol:; 

MYBRHA. 

-     Though!  might;     — 
Perhaps,  recal  some  softer  words  of  yours 
(Although  they  too  ti^ere  chiding)^    which  re* 

proved  me. 
Because  I  ever  dreaded  to  intrude;         ^''''  ^'  ' 
Resisting  my  own  wish  and  yoiit  injiiHcfiW 


To  he^d^o  time  nprpresenccbnt  approach  yon 
.    Uncall'd  for ^  I ?rf5%i?^  ..;  ,,.i: 

•:    L  .\.  Y^tcy  May  »^  being:  here. 
I  pray  you  pardon  me:  eyenUJi««ji»:3oar'd  me 
Till  I  wax  peevish—  Jieed  it  :pot :  I  shall 
jtoon  |>e  av^«ejlf  Again, 

X  wait  with  patience; 
WhatlahaU  aee^with^plctasor^*  i  , 

Scarce  a  moment 
Before  yoTB?.  entrance  in  this  hall,  Zarina,.  .    , 
Queen  of  Assyria,  departed  hence. 

MYltR'HA.   *     • 

8A«DAlirAPAl.tTS. 

Wherefore  dp  y oii  start  ? 

\  A' 

aCTRRIlA.    ^ 

Did  I  do  so? 

SARBAKAPALUS* 

'Twas  well  yon  entered  by  another  porta]. 

Else  you  had  met.  That  pang  at  least  is  spared  her ! 

MTRRHA. 

I  know,  tp  fi?el  fpr  her. 


<   ^-.a  '^^    .      ^ 


*  •      '   '!  '•'   .     • 


15B  SAIfOAAKPALUS; 

•  •■'    ;    ^     sikBOAKipjiiA^. 

That  is  too  rirafeh,- 
And  hejond  natar)^  .^  /»ti4  iioivmutual 
Nor  posksi%le.  '  Yon  cannoVpity  her, 
Nor  »he  aught  bxrt*— ^  •    ^       ^ 

aiTRKHA. 

Despise  '1hjB*ferWtrtt0^lfla^&  7 
Not  more  than  I  have-^r^r  seorn'd  myself. 

f-    '    '        !      irAK]JA!i9'XpkLU8. 

Scorn'd!  what,  to*e^ffii?^*ttry'^f  jbtfr'Se*,--"'^ 
And  lord  it  o'er  thehcart  f>f  tfe  world's  lord ? 

r 

>  MTRRHA. 

Were  you  the  lord  of  twice  ten  thoiiarand' worlds  •*» 

As  you  are  like  to  lose*  -Acane  you  swayed  *—*»'•  ♦ 
I  did  abase  myself  as  mucb  in  being 
Your  paramour,  as  though  you  were  a  peasant r* 
Nay,  more,  if  that  the  peasant  were  a  Greek. 

SABDANAPAIiUS.  ..•'.'/ 

You  talk  it  well  — 

HYRRHA. 

And  truly. 

•;    AAROAKAPAXIJS 

'  In  thqlioui;  , 

Of  man's  adversity  all  things  grow  daring 
Against  the  falling;  but  as  I  am  not 
Quite  fall'n,  nor  now  disposed  to  b^ar  repToachesj^ 


A      TfiAOUDr«  i^^ 

vFerhaps  because  I  merit  them  too  often^ 

Itct  us  then  part  while  peace  is  still  between  us. 

KYRllHA. 

Part! 

SABDAKArALTTS. 

Have  not  all  past  human  beings  parW^ 
And  must  not  all  the  present  one  day  part? 

MTBBHA. 

Why? 

SAlinAKAPALXrs. 

For  your  safety,  which  I  will  have  looVdto^ 
With  a  strong  escort  to  your  hatire  land; 
And  such  giUts,  as,  if  you  have  not  been,,all 
A  queen,  shall  make  your  dowry  worth  a  kingdom. 

MTRRHA. 

I  pray  you  talk  not  thus.  ^ 

SABDANAPALUS. 

The  queen  is  gone; 
Yoti  need  not  shame  to  follow.     I  would  fall 
Alone  --« I  seek  no  partners  but  in  pleasure; 

I 

myb&ha. 
And  I  no  pleasure  but  in  parting  not. 
You  ahall  not  force  me  from  you. 

flAKDANAPALVS.  "    ~       ' 

Think  well  of  it  — 
It  soon  may  be  too  late.t 


i6o  sxnDxa  Av^^ui^s, 

/ 

So  let  it  be ; 
For  tben  you  cannot  separate  me  from  you. 

SARlXANAPAIiUS. 

And  will  not;  but  I  thought  you  wishi'd  it. 

I! 

SABDANAFALUS.  .     « 

I 

•  -      - 

You  spoke  of  your  abasement.  r  . 

»  ■ 

V 

MYRRHA. 

,.  And  I  feel  it 
Deeply —  more  deeply  than. all  things  but  love. 

SAROANAFALUS. 

•  ■ 

Then  fly  from  it. 

'  ^  MYRRH  A. 

*Twill  not  retal  the  past  — - 
^will  not  restore  my  honour ,  nor  my  heart. 
No  —  here  I  stand  or  fall.     If  that  you  conquer, 
i  live  to  loy  in  your  great  triumph;  should     ^. 
Your  lot  be  different,  I  '11  not  veep,  but  share  it. 
You  did  not  doubt  me  a  few  hours  ago. 

SARDANAFALUS. 

Your  courage  never  —-nor  your  love  till  now; 
And  none  could  make  me  doubt  it  save  yourself. 
Those  words  — 

MYRRHA. 

Were  words.  I  pray  you,  hX  the  proofs 


'   .     A     TBACCDY.  ifjl 

Be  ill  the  pa^  A<<tr^ii  "were  pleased  to  praise 
This  verytnigiift^^'aBd  in  my.  further  bearings 
Beside  >  wherever  yoa -are  /borne  by  fate. 

I  am  content;  and,  tnalsting  in  vcof-  canse; 
Think  we  niay  yet  be  victors  and  return 
To  placer—  thi  only  vict<«y  I  covet;  ' 
To  me  war  is  po  glory*—  conquest  no 
Renown.'  Tb  be  forced  thus  to  uphold  my  right 
Sits  fheavier  OB  my  heart  than  all  the  wrongs 
These  men  would  bow  me  down  with.     Ncvcri 

never 
Can  I  forget  thi^, nighty  even  shoiUd  I  live 
To  add  it  to  the  memory  of  others. 
I  thought  to  have  made  mine  inoffensive  rule 
An  era  of  sweet  peace  'midst  l^loody  annalsj 
A  green  spot  amidst  desert  centuries. 
On  which  the  future  would  turn  back  and  smile^ 
And  cultivate  9  or  sigh  when  it  could  not      '\. 
Recal  Sardanapalus'  golden  reign. 
I  thought  to  have  made  my  realm  a  paradise. 
And  every  moon  an  epodi*of  new  pleasures. 
1  took  the  rabble's  shouts  for  love — the  breath 
Of  friends  for  trutli  —  the  lips  of  woman  for  • 
My  only  guerdon  —  so  they  are  ^  my  Myrrha: 

{He  kisses  her.) 
Vol,  XL  L 


'• 


Kiss  me.:  Ndw-ie£ttb«m  taiks.myyre^im  wAi  lifet! 
They  shall  have  feoth,,  but  Hevtei:  jtih«« ! 

No,  never! 

Man  may  de5|>oil  his  brother  man  of  all 

That  's  great  ^  oosiigllttering «--.  luiigdoms   fall  -^ 

.      .  -i  ;   .....    horts  yield  «r-  .      '^ 

Friends  fail  rr-  ,^l«Vp%^y  !ap4;all  betray  t-  anct 

.>     n^re  .      ♦- 

Than  ally  the;  poost  in4<ibted — but  a  heart     .v 
That  Jiovca  williRnt  ;*^-r  l^y^  1  .  ?Tii^  hpr^  ^— « now. 

p^pyeit,  _    , 

«        .       r 

Enter  Salemenes.     '  ^ 


'V 


\  ' 


r  .SJJUSICENES.      . 

I  sought  ypftft  — t,ll/??f^-  !»A«*here  again  ? 

Return  not 
iVbisp  to  reproof:  methinkjs  your  aspect  speaks 
Of  higher  matter  than  a  woman^s  presence. 

The  only  woman  \rhom  it  much  imports  mv 
At  auch  A  moment  lionr  is  safe  in  absence  ^-^ 
the  queen  's  emb^k'd. 

X      flARpANAFAX.US. 

And  well  ?  say  that  mnch. 


A    THAGIiJDY.  i^^ 

"    ■*  •  .  . 

"■  .  ..>/;/   -.7"  •    '    «  ••  Yes,'' 

Hot:  utmient  Mreakneaa JbA9  pwt  <^>r;  ,|it  le^tt.   : 
It  settled JhtQ  tewlefs  ^ilcnw  iilh^T  ,» ,     , 

Pal^  -faoe  ^nd  ^ tCQrihg  j?yfe ,  aftet;  a  glaiica ..      . 
Upon  her  sleeping  children,  v»|je  still  fix'd  , :  .  ► 
Upon  the  palace  towers  ai  .the,  swift  galley 
Stole  down  the  hurrying. stream  beneath  the  star- 

But  she,  said  not|riiig, 

'  I    .■.'.'•'  »AtiDAHA.rAJrV^i  ;•..'.  V I 

'   T   i:  .-  Would  J  fel^no  i^^r^t., ',  .v 

Than  shethaf  said.^         •..u.v'  i -o,-,., 

'Tis  now  too  late  to  fcel ! 
Your  fe6llng4j;wiaQt:Qi«C9J.  ^Jole^papg.;  _^.^,,  ^^ 
To  change  them,  my  advices  fbri^^uretidjli^ga  .! 
That  the  rebellious  Medes  and  Cha] dees,  marshall'd 
By  their. j two  leaders ,:  ara.^aliready  up 
In  arms  again;  and:>  sorrying  their  ranks, 
Prepare  to  attack:  they  have  apparently 
Been  ioil»'4  by. <^tber  satires,    :  :   ,  \      . 

sA&DANAPALxrs;         '^     • 

What!  morereV^l^?' 
Let  us  be  first,   then.^  ., 

SALE^rEXES. 

That  wef  e  hardly  prudent 
La 
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Now ,  tliougli  it  was  our  first  intention.    If 
By  noon  to  -  morrow  we  are  join'd  by  tliose 
]  'W  sent  for  by  stire  lAessengers  ,  wn  shill  be 
In  strength  endtfcgh-  to  venture  an  d^ttack^ 
Ay,  and  pursuit  *4>o j  biit  till  t&eli,  'my  Vdic* 
Is  to  await'  the  onset  -    '     .  "  c  :• 

-•H'.^'»M  -v.f  ^^••:v  J" detest     •*    '  •  '*'-"'» 

That  waiting;  though^ it  seems  ^o  safe  to  ilght 
Behind  high  walls ,  and  fcurl  dbwri  foes  ihto       ^ 
Deep  fosses^  or  Iwhyid' th'elri  sjfirawl  on  spikes 
Strew'd'  to  i*eedV^  tliein,  still  I  like  it  not  — 
My  soul  seems  lukewarm ;  but  wfa^n  I  set^cui  them. 
Though  they  were  piled  oh  mountains,  I  would 

-i  t"  'j  ..  J  1    have 

A  pluck  at  them',  or  perish  in  hot  bloo^! 

u     •  '-'il^ou  talk  like  ay  on^ng' soldier. 

'  SAfiPANAPAIiUS. 

I  am  no  soldier,  hut  a  tnan :  speak  not 
Of  soldiership,  I  loathe  the  word,  ^n J  tliose 
Who  pride  themselves  upon  it;  hut  direct  me 
TVheire  I  may  poui^  upon  them. 

SALE])I£NJS8. 

You  must  spare 
To  c^^pose  your  life  too  hastily;  'tis  not 


Like  mine  or  any  other  subjects  breatli ; 
The  wliole  war  turns  upon  it  —  with  it ;  this 
Alone  creates  it,  kindles^  and  may  quench  it  ^^ 
Prolong  it,—:  c»d  it.  * 

SAJU>A2(A?^LV9. 

Then  let  us  end  both!     .. 
'Twere  better  thus,  perhaps,  than  prplong  either; 
I  'm  sick  of  one,  perchance  of  b<tli. 

{A  trumpet  sounds  without ») 

SAliEMEKES. 

Hark! 

SAHDAKATALUS. 

Let  US 
Reply,  not  listen. 

SALEMEKES. 

And  your  wound? 

SARD  AKAF  ALUS. 

'Tis  bound  — 
*Tis  faeal'd  —  I  had  forgotten  it.    Away! 
A  leech's  lancet  would  have  scratch'd  me  deeper ; 
The  slave  that  gave  it  might  be  well  ashamed 
To  have  struck  so  weakly. 

saxem:enes. 

Now,  may  none  this  hour 
Strike  with  a  better  aim ! 

8AHDAKAPAI.VS. 

Ay,  if  we  conquer >^ 


i{;6 


SARliASXFALUS, 


But  if  not,  they  will  qiilyleaTC  to  me 
A  task  they  might  have  sp«iTed  theit'"  king.  Upoa ' 

them! 
{Trumpet  sounds  again:) 

SAI£MENE8. 

T  am  with  you. 

flARDAirAFAI.t7S; 

Ho)  my  arikis !  again »  my  arms! 

(Exeunt.) 


•  <  <  «i  >< 


x  thaaeoy.  iBj 


•       V 


'V 


ACT  V.     SCE^E  I. 


r  -        -  •    >•  ••■       ■«>    > 


>  t'm  f  1 


TAe  s(ip\e  .MrUll  of  the  JPalaee* 
M.YREiiA    and  Bale  A.  , 

Tli€f  day  at  last  JiaA  broken.      What  «a  night 
Hatli  usbcr'd  it!    How  "beautiful  in  heaven! 
Though  t'arted  with  a  trainsitory  storni, 
More  heautifttl  in  that- variety !  • 

How  hideoHS  upon  earth !  where  peace  and  hope 
And  lote  and  revel,  in  an  hour, were  trampled 
By  human  passions  to  a  human  chaos, 
JSot  3ret  resolved  to  sepiirate  cleihttitfl, '— 
'Tis  warring  still !    And  can  tlie  stin  soirise,  ' 

So  bright,  so  rolling  back  the  cSonds  itittf-  ' 
Vapours  mote  lovely  than  the  tmel^iiUcd  sl^y 
With  golden  pinnacles ,  and  snowy  mountains, 
And  billows  purpler  than  the  ocean's,  making 
In  heaven  a  glmous  niockery  oCthb'^vth, 
So  lik«  we  almost  dtem  it  peioiUmcnt;    • 


(  * 
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So  ileetingy  we  can  scarcely  call  it  aught . 

Beyond  a  vision ,  His  to  ti^ansiently 

Scattered  aloiig  the  eternal  vault :  and  yet 

It  dwells  upon  the  soul,  imd  soothes  the  sonl. 

And  blends  itself  into  4]ie  sohI/  until 

Sunrise  and  sunset  from  the  hauntjed  epoch 

Of  sorrow  and  of  loye ;  which  they  who  mark  not, 

* 

Know  not  the  realms  where  those  twin  genii 
(Who  chasten  and  who  purify  our  hearts, 
So  tliat  we  woilld  not  change ^their  sweet  rebukes 
For  all  the  boisterous  joys  that  ever  shook 
The  air  witli  ckmoarj,  build  the.p^laccs 
Where  their  fond  votaries^  repc^se.  §nd  bjreatbe 
Briefly;  hutjn  that  brief  cool  calminhalo 
Enough  of  heaven  to  enable  thpia  to  hear 
The  rest  of  commcm,  heavy,  huniapa  hows, . 
And  d]^eam  tliem  through  in  placid  sufieranoe; 
Though  seemingly  employed  like  .all  thereat 
Of  toiling  breathers  in  allotted  tasks 
Of  pain  or  pleasure ,  two  names  for  one  feeling, 
Which  our  internal,  restless  agony  ' 
Would  vary  in  the  sound,  although  the  s#«jBe 
Escapes  oar  highest  efforts  to  be  happy..    . 

I 
»  t  ■  ' 

BAIiSA^ 

You  muse  riglit  icdmly :  and:  can  you  so  watch : 
The  sunrise,  which  may  be  our  las*  ? 


MXH^AHA. 

It>. 

TLerefore  that  I  so  watcli  it,,  and  reproach 
Thoae  ej€4i,^  whitli  nevermay  behold  it  more, 
For  having  look'd  upon  it  oft,  too  oft, 
Without  the  reverence  a^d  the  rapture  due 
To  that  which  keeps  all  ea^th  from  being  as  fragile 
As  I  ajn  in  this  form.    Come  ^  look  upon  it, 
TBp  Ghal^ee's  god,  which,  when  I  gaze  upon, 
I  grow  al^iost  a  convert  to  your  Baal. 

As  now  he  reigns  in  heaven ,  so  once  on  earth 
He  sway'd. 

MYRRHA. 

He  sways  it  n6w  far  more,  then;  ne^^er 
Had  earthly  monarch  half  the  peace  and  glory 
Wliich  centres  in  a  single  ray  of  his. 

BALEA, 

Surely  be  is  a  god !   . 

MYRRHA. 

$0  we  Greeks  deem,  too  *, 
And  yet  I  sometimes  think  that  gorgeous  orb 
Must  rather  be  the  abode  of  sods  tlian  one 
Of  the  immortal  sovereigns.     Now  he  breaks 
Through  all  the  clouds  ^  and  fills  my  eyes  with 

light 
That  shuts  the  world  out.,  I  con.  look  ijo  i9t»re. 


1^9  SABDA  KAP^I.USj 

t 

BAULA. 

Harl!  beard  yon  not  a  sonnd? 


No,  ^twas  SMte imcy : 

They  battle  it  beyond  tbe  wall ,  and  not 
As  in  late  midnight  conflict  in  tbe  Tciy 
Chambers :  tbe  palacn;  has  become  a  fortress 
Since  that  insidious  boor;  and  bere  wi&in 
Tbe  very  centre,  girded  by  Tast  courts 
And  regal  balls  of  pyramid  propordonSi 
Wliicb  must  be  carried  one  by  one  before 
They  penetrate  to  wbere  tbey  tben  arrived. 
We  are  as  mncb  sbnt  in  even  from  tbe-  sotsnd' 
Of  peril  as  from  glory. 

But  tbey  reached 
Thus  far  before. 

ITTRRHA. 

Yes,  by  surprise,   and  were 
Beat  back  by  valour ;  now  at  once  we  have 
Courage  and  vigilance  to  guard  us. 

BAI/EA. 

May  tbey 
Prospi^f 

•nrnRHA. 
That  is  tbe  prayer  of  many,  and 
Tbe  dread  of  more:  it  is  an  ttudons  bonr;     *  n   * 


I  strlTc  lo  ktep  it  from^niy  titonghts^    Alas  \  ' 
How  Tainly!  <  v 

BAti£A. 

•    It  is  said  tlie  king's  denusanoiii^ 
In  the  late  action  scarcely  more  appall'd 
'Tlie  rebels  than  astonih'd  his  true  subjects. 

MTRRHA. 

'Tis  easy  to,  astonish  or  appal 

The  vulgar  mass  which  moulds  a  horde  of  slaves ; 

But  he  did  bravely. 

•■*-   -    •'  -  *-   '•     'balea* 

Slew  he  not  Bcleses  ? 
I  heard  the  soldiers  say  he  struck  him  down. 

HyRRHA.  • 

The  wretch  was  overthrown ,  but  rescued  to 
Triumph ,  perhaps ,  o'er  one  who  vanquish'd  him 
In  fight  ^  as  he  had  spared  him  in  his  peril ; 
And  by  that  heedlees  pity  risk'd  a  crown. 

Hark! 

MYRRHA, 

You  are  rights  some  steps  approach,  but  slowly. 


i 


1 73  ff  A  «  n  A  K  A  VA  'r  IT  5  , 

Enter  Soldiers,  hearing  in  SalBjienes 
abounded,  with  a  broken  Japelin  in  hie 
Side^  they  seat  him  upon  one  of  tlte 
Coucfies  which  fumth  ibe'^jipartment. 

MYBRHA, 

Qh  f  Jove !  

Then  all  is  over. 

SAI«SM£1IZS. 

That  is  false. 
Hew  down  the  slave  who  says  so ,  if  a  soldi^* 

MTBBHA. 

Spare  him-^  he  *s  none  .•  a  mere  dOurt  but^rfljTi 
That  flutters  in  the  pageant  ojT  a  monarch. 

SALE&tEMES. 

Let  him  live  on«  tlien. 



Hyrrha. 
So  wilt  thou,  I  trust. 

8AIi£M£:M;S. 

I  fain  would  live  this  hour  out,  and  the  event. 
But  doubt  it*    Wherefore  did  ye  bear  me  here  ? 

SOI/DIER. 

By  the  king's  order.  When  the  javelin  struck  you, 
You  fell  and  fainted;  'twas  his  strict  command 
To  bear  you  to  this  hall. 

SALKMKKES. 

'Twas  not  ill  done : 


A'tRAaEDT.  \J'^> 

For  seeming  slain  in  that  cold  dizzy  trance, 
Tkp  sight  might  shake  our  soldiers  —  but  •—  'tis 

vtdn, 
I  feel  it  ebbing !  . 

MYKKHA. 

Let  ine.see  the  wound]; 
I  am  not  qu^e  skilless:  inrmy  native  land. 
'Tis  part  of  our  instruction.  "VVar  being  co^utant. 
We  are  nerved  to  look  on  &uch  things. 

aoU)IER. 

Bestextraet 
The  javelin. 

MYRRHA. 

Hold !  no  y .  iia ,  it  cannot  be. 

I  am  sped,  then!   >  ,  .    . 

My&aBiA.  .'       , 

-^   With  thc^Uoodthat  fast  must  follow 
The  extracted  weapon  >  l&o^fear  thy  life.  - 

And  I  hot  death.  Where  was  the  king  when  you 
Convey'd  me  from  the  spot  where  I  was  stricken? 

SOUDtfiR. 

Upon  the  same  ground,  and  cncournging 
Witli  voice  and  gesture  the  dispirited  troops 
VlTio  had  seen  you  fall ,  and  faltcr'd  back. 


Enter  Soldiera,  iearing  in  SalEHEXEs 
wounded,  with  a  brolen  Javelin  in  hie 
Sidef  they  seat  him  upon  one  of  tlte 
CouoJtes  which  fuuuth  the.jfpartment. 

MYnmiA. 
Oh,  JoTe!  

Then  alt  is  orer. 

That  is  lalsB. 
Hew  down  tho  slave  %vhosajs  so,  if  a  soldier. 

UYBBHA. 

Spare  him—  he  'g  none:  a  mere  Conrt  bntterflr, 
That  Hatters  in  the  pageant  of  a  monarch. 

SAI.EftlENES. 

Let  hiffl  live  on,  tlien. 

MYRRH  A. 

So  wilt  thou,  I  trust. 

SAUiMENKS. 

I  fain  would  live  this  hoar  out,  and  the  event. 
But  doubt  it'    Whsrefore  did  ye  bear  me  here? 

SDUHEB. 

By  the  king'a  order.  Wlicn  the  javelin  struck  yon. 
You  fell  and  faintet" 
To  boar  you  to  this  ] 


For  seeming  slain  in  that  cole 
■nio  sigUt  might  shake  om  ■.  ^^ 

I  feel  it  ebbing ! 

Let  newt-jr  ^ 
I  am  not  quite  akiUeu:  la  irr  jt 
"Tis  part  of  our  inatrne&ui.  V  r 
We  arc  nerved  to  look,  m  ■a-\ 


The  javelin. 

1  am  sped,  tlten! 

.  .   'With  i^  it,vt 
The  e:xtractcd  n 


And  X  not  death.  V.>«rc- 
Convey'd  me  fnm.  ibe  .m 


Enter  Soldiers,  iearing  in  fiALfencNBs 
wounded,  with  a  broken  Javelin  in  hie 
Side^  they  seat  him  upon  one  of  tlie 
Couolies  which  fiumah  the^jipartmtnt. 

MYBRHA. 

Qh,  lore! 

9AI^A. 

Then  all  is  over. 

SAX«EMC1IZ8« 

That  is  false. 
Hew  down  the  slave  who  says  so ,  if  a  soldier* 

XTilBHA. 

Spare  him—  he  's  none  .*  a  mere  dourt  butterflyy 
That  flutters  in  the  pageant  of  a  monarch. 

SAliEKEMES. 

Let  him  live  on,  then. 

HYRKHA. 

So  wilt  thouj  I  trust. 

I  fain  would  live  this  hour  out,  and  the  event. 
But  douht  it*    Wherefore  did  ye  bear  me  here  ? 

SOIAIEII. 

By  the  hinges  order.  When  the  javelin  struck  yon. 
You  fell  and  fainted ;  'twas  his  strict  command 
To  bear  you  to  this  hall. 

!:Au:3n:yEs. 

Twas  not  ill  done : 


'A'tRAOEnr.  17^/ 

For  seeming  slain  in  that  cold  dizzy  trance, 
Th§  sight  might  shake  our  soldiers  —  but  —  'tis 

vain,         . 
I  feel  it  ebbing !  .    -     - 

MYRKHA. 

Letmeseethewotind; 
I  am  not  qmf.e  skilless:  m  my'  natiye  land^ 
*Tis  part  of  our  instruclion.  yVstr  being  «o)tistant; 
We  are  nearired  to  look  dn  such  things. 

;       '  B^€«xtraet 

The  javelin, 

MYRRHA. 

Hold !  no  ,-iia,  it  cannot  be. 
I  am  sped,  then!   > 

MY&IUKA..         '       .      .         .' 

i-  With  thc^Mo<id:that  fast  mustfoUoW 
Hie  extracted  weapon,  f  dc^fear  thy  liCe*  -    '• 

SAI.KME  N£S. 

And  I  hot  death.  Where  was  the  king  when  you 
Conveyed  me  from  the!  spot  where  I  was  stricken? 

^  SOLDtfiR. 

Upon  the  same  ground^  and  encouraging 
Witli  voice  and  gesture  the  dispirited  troops 
Who  had  seen  yon  fall ,  and  faltcr'd  back. 


1^4  S  ABD  AN  AV  AJ^USy 

. '.•  '  WIkmb  he^d  ye 

Kamed  next  to  the  cammand  ? 

80LDIEB.  "^  \ 

.A.  V  .,t . :  I  did  nofc  bear. 

Fly,  thfin,  Mid^talMiimi >  'twad  my. last  ]te<{uest 
.Ti&^tLfiSan^s'take  i^  post  until  the  ^junotioiii 
So  hoped  £or,'yiet.  d^arpM,  of  0£rlitttSB6^ 
Satrap  of  Susa^     Leave  me  here :  our  troops 
Are*&o1!ao  numerous  as  to  spare  your  absence 


■>  ■  t 


•  ♦ ,  ^-t  • 


S()IJ>I£R. 


,  But,  prince  — 

SALEMEKBS. 

Hence,  Tsfayi  Here  ^s  a  courtier  au^ 
A  woman,  the  best  chamber  company,- 
As  you  would  not  permit  me  to  expire 
Up0jn  :the  field ,  I  'U  liaye.  Mo  4dlQ  soldiers 
About  my  sick  couch.  Hence !  and  domyibiddiug ! 

{Exeunt  the  Soldiers), 

Gallant  and  glorious  spirit!  must  the  oart]t 
So  soon  resign  thee  ? 

SALEUEKES. 

Grentle  Mjrrrha,  'tis 
The  end  I  would  have  chosen ,  had  I  saved 


The  naioiiiirch  ox  tli<>  monarchy  by  this; 
As  'tis,  I  have  not  outlived  them, 

MTfnnnA". 
/  You  wax  paler. 

'  '  SAUSMEjffES.  «- 

Your  hand;  this  broken  Weapon  but  prolongs 
My  pangs ,  without  sustaining  life  enough 
To  make  me  useful :   I  would  draw  it  forth 
And  my  life  with  it,   cotdd  J  but  hear  how 
The  fight  goes. 


JEnter  Sardanapalus  and  Soldiers. 

SARD  ASAP  ALUS,      '       '  ^ 

My  host  brother ! 

■  ...-,    And  the  battle 
la  lost? 

SARDANAPALUS  (despondingiyy. 
You  se©  me  here. 

saIemenes. 

I  'd  rather  see  yon  thua\ 

{He  draws  oiU  the  weapon  from  the  tpeund,  and 
dies: 

SIBDAKAPALUS. 

And  //<i^^  I  will  be  seen*,  unless  the  sttt^coiur^ 


IjQ  SAKDANAPAlil^S, 

The  last  frail  reed  of  oilr  beleagncr'd  hofesi 
Arrive  with  Ofratanes.  * 

MTHRHA. 

'     Did  you  not 
Receive  a  token  from  your  dying  brother, 
Appointing  Zamcs  chief.?        ^  ;   ,     . 

SAILDANAFALUS.    .  ... 

a4id,    

Where  's  Zames  ? 

SARDANAPALUS* 

Dead. 

MVRRHA. 

And  Altada? 

SaRDAKAPALUS. 

Dying. 

MYRRHA. 

»  • 

Pania?  Sfero? 

SARDANAPAtUS. 

Pania  yet  live*^  but  Sfero  's  fled,  or  captive. 
I  am  alone. 

MYRRH  A. 

I    And  is  all  lost? 

SARDANAPAI«US. 

Our  walls  9 
Though  thinly  mann'd,  may  still  hold  out  against 


A    THAGEDY. 


l-yj 


Tbcir  present  force,  or  aught  save  treaoliery : 
But  i' the  field  —  , 

icyrrha; 
I  thought  'twas  the  intent 
Of  Salem^ies  not  to  risk  a  sally 
Till  ye  were  strengthen'd  by,  the  expected  sue- 

cours.  ;  . 

f 

SAB  DAKAr  ALUS. 

/  overruled  hiin. 

MVRB.HA. 

Well,  the  fault's  a  brave  one. 

SARBANAPALirStf 

But  fatal.    Oh^  my  brother !  I  would  give 
These  realms,  of  which  thou  wert  the  ornament, 
The  sword  and  shield,   the  sole -redeeming  ho- 

liour, 
To  call  back  —  But  I  will  aot  weep  for  thee ; 
Thou  shalt  be  mourn'd  for  as  thou  wouldst  be 

mourn'd. 
It  grieves  me  most  that  thou^^ouldst  quit  this  life 
Believing  that  I  could  survive  what  thou 
Hast  died  fpr  —  oiir  long  royalty^  of  race. 
If  I  redeem  it,  I  will  give  thee  blood 
Of  thousands ,  tears  of  millions ,  for  atonement^ 
(The  tears  of  all  the  good  are  thine  already.) 
If  not  ^  we  meet  again  soon  ^  if  the  spirit 
FoLXL  M 


Within  us  lives  beyond :  —  thou  reftdest  mine^ 
And  dost  me  justice  now.    Let  pie, once  clasp 
That  yet  warm  hand^    and  fold  that  throbless 

heart 

(JEmbraceM  the  6otfy») 
To  this  which  belits  so  bitterly.    Mow,  bear 
The  body  hence. . 

SOLUIEB. 

Where? 

SABDAKAPALirS. 

To  my  proper  chamber. 
Place  it  beneath  my  canopy ,  as  though 
The  king  lay  there:  when  this  is  done,  we  wiU 
Speak  fui*ther  of  tho  rites  due  to  such  ashes. 

{Extant  Soldiers  tidth  the  body.£f  SAMxaamLe.) 

Enter  Pahvl* 

8ASIMkKAPAI4»» 

Welly  Pania!  ha^e  you  placed  the  guards,  and 

issued 
The  orders  fix'd  on  ? 

rxifiA. 
Sire,  Ihaveobey'd. 

SARDAKArALUS* 

And  do  the  soldiers  keep  their  hearts  up  ? 

FANIA. 

«tre? 


A      TIlAGIiJDy.  l^lj 

SARpANAPALVl! 

I  *m  answered !  When  a  king  asks  twice,  and  hat 

A  question  as  an  answer  to  hia  question^ 

It  is  a  portent.    What!  they  are  disheartened? 

PANIA. 

The  death  of  Salemenes .  and  the  ahouts 
Of  the  e^^ulting  rebels  on  his  fall. 
Have  made  them  »^ 

SARpANAPAtUS. 

Rage -^  not  droop  —  it  should  hare  been. 
We  'll*fiiifd  thd  m&m$  to  roa$«  Ij^tm. 

PAKU*  ...    ,; 

Such  a  loss 
Might  ^addcski  erea  a  Yictory^ 

AIasI 
Who  can.  ao  feel  it  tfs  I  feel  ?  biut  yet, 
Though  cooped  wiUiitt    tbes^   walls ,   they  a^*e 

8U*9Ugt  AAd  we 
Have  those  widiout  will  breal;  thehr  way  throu^ 

To  make  their  aovvteign's dwelling  what  it  was--* 
A  palace;  npt  a  prison ,  nor  a  fortress. 


M2 


/ 


Enter  an'Officier,  hcutily* 

SARDAKAPALUa. 

Tby  face  seems  ominous.     Speak! 

OFFICER. 

I  dare  not. 

SARDANAPALUS. 

Dare  not? 
While  millions  dare  revolt  with  sword  in  hand ! 
That  's  strange.      I  pray  thee  break  that  loyal 

silence  • 
Which  loathes  to  shock  itssovereigli;  we  can  hear 
Worse  than  thou  hast  to  telL 

rAHIA. 

Proceed  y  thou  hearest. 

OCFICXB.  • 

The  wall  which  skirted  liear  the  river's  brink 
Is  thrown  down  by  the  sudden  inundation 
Of  the^ Euphrates  y  which  now  rolling,  swoln 
From  the  enormous  monntaias  where  it  rises. 
By  the  l^e  rains  of  that  tempestuous  region/ 
O'erfloods    its  banks,    and  hath   destroy'd  the 

bulwark. 

PAKIA. 

That 's  a  black  augury !  it  has  been  said 
For  ages ,  „That  the  city  ne'er  should  yield 
,,To  man,  until  the  river  grew  its  foe.'* 
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I  can  forgive  the  omen  9  not  tlic  ravage. 
How  much  U  ewcpt  ipvm  of  the  wall? 

OFFICES. 

AJbout    ', 
Some  twenty  stadii. 

^     '8A]|DAKAPALt7S4 

And  all  this  is  left 
PerviouK  to  the  assailants  ? 

OFFICER^ 

For  the  present 
The  river's  fnry  mnst  impede  the  assault; 
But'when  he  shrinks  into  his  wonted  channtyl^' 
And  may  he  crass'd  by  ike  accustom'd  barksj 
The  palace  is  their  own. 

SARDAKAVALirs. 

That  shall  be  never. 
Though  men^  and  gods^  and  elements,  and  omensy 
Have  risen  up  'gainst  one  who  ne'er   provoked 

them  9 
My  fathers'  house  shali  never  be  a  cave 
For  wolves  to  horde  and  howl  in. 

PAKIA. 

•  With  your  sanction 
I  will^proceed  to  the  spot;  and  take  such  measures 
For  the  assurance  of  the  vacant  space 
As  time  and  means  permit. 


SABDAVAVALtrf. 

About  it'itraiglit^ 

And  bring  me  back  ai  ipef^ly  as  loll 

And  fair  investigation  may  permit 

Report  of  the  true  state  of  tUs  irruption 

Of  waters. 

{Exeunt  Pakia  and  t/ie  Officer:^ 

VYKAHA. 

Tlius  the  Tery  waves  rise  vp 
Against  yon. 

aARI>ANAXAI«US. 

They  are  not  my  subjects  >  girl, 
Aad  may  be  pardon^,   since  they  can't  be  pu- 

nishU 


]  joy  to  see  this  portent  shakes  you  not. 

SABDAKAFAIATS. 

I  am  past  the  fear  of  portens :  tl^ey  can  tell  me 
"Kothing  I  have  not  told  myself  since  midnight: 
Despair  anticipates  such  things. 


]>e9pair! 

SABUAHATAI^irs. 

Na;  not  despair  precisely.    When  we  know 
Ail  dut  can  come,  and  how  to  meet  it,  our 
Resolves ,  if  firm ,  may  merit  a  more  noble 
Word  than  this  is  to  gire  it  utterance.     . 
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But  what  are  words  to  us?  wc  bavo  well  nigh 

done.. 
With  them  and  4il  things. . 

MYRBBA* 

Save  one  deed  -*  the  last 
And  greatest  to  all  mortals;  crowning  act   . 
Of  all  that  was  —  or  is  —  or  is  to  be  — 
The  only  thing  common  to  all  mankind^ 
So  dilTerent  in  their  births  y  tongues ,  sexe9  ,  na* 

turcs, 
Haes>    features^     climes,    times ^   feelings,    in- 
tellects, 
Without  one  point  of  union  save  iu  this*  .  , 

To  which  we  tend^  for  which  we  're  born,  and 

thread 
The  labyrinth  of  mystery ,  call'd  life. 

SARDANAPAI^US. 

Our  clew  being  well  nigh  wound  out,  let  '>  be 

clierful. 
They  who  Lave  nothing  more  to  fear  may  well 
Indulge  a  smile  at  that  which  once  appall'd ; 
As  children  at  discover'^  bugbears. 

« 

Re  -  eider  Pania* 

PAWTA. 

Tis 


As  was  reported :  I  have  ordcr'd  there 
A  double  guai*d,  withdrawing  from  the  wall 
Where  it  was  strongest  the  requtred  addition  - 
.  To  watch  the  breach'  occasion'd  by  the  waters. 

SAB  13  AN  AF  ALUS. 

You  have  done  your  duty  faithfully,  and  as 
My  worthy  Pania!  further  ties  between  t;s 
Draw  near  a  close.     I  pray  you  take  this  key; 

{Gwes  a  kej,) 
It  opens  to  4  secret  chamber,  placed 
Behind  the  couch  in  my  oWu  chamber.  (Now 
Press'd  by  a  nobler  weight  tban  e'er  it  bore  ♦^ 
Though  a  long  line  of  sovereigns*  have  lain  down 
Along  its  golden  frame—  as  bearing  for 
A  time  what  latp  was  Salemenes).    Search 
The  secret  covert  to  which  this  will  lead  you; 
'Tis  full  of  tre(^sure;  take  it  for  yourself 
And  your  companions :  there  'a  enough  to  load  ye. 
Though  ye  be  many.  Let  tlje^lavesbe  freed,  too  j 
And  all  the  immates  of  the  palace,  of 
Whatever  sex,  now  quit  it  in  an  hour. 
Thence  launch  the  tegal  barks,  once  formed  for 

pleasure. 
And  now  to  serve  f6r  safety,  and  embark. 
The  river's  broad  and  swoju,  and  uncommanded 
(More  potent  than  a  king)  by  these  besiegers. 
Fly!  and  be  happy! 
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PANIA.      * 

Un^er  your  protection! 
So  you  accompany  your  faithful  guard. 

« 

SABDAKAPALUS. 

No ,  Pania!  that  must  not  be^  get  thee  hence 
And  leave  mc  to  my  fate, 

PANIA. 

. ,  'Ti3  the  first  time 
I  ever  disobey 'd :  but  no  w  *-* 

SAfiOAKAPAL^S' 

'  '  So  all  men 

Dare  beard  me  now*,  and  Insolence  within 
Apes  Treason  from  withous.  Question  no  further; 
»Tis  my  command,  my  last  command.  Wilt  thou 
Oppose  it?  Moz^i 

PANIA. 

But  yet  —  not  yet. 

SAnnANAPAIiUS. 

Well,  then. 
Swear  that  you  will  obey  when  I  shall  give 
The  signal. 

PANIA. 

'Vyith  a  heavy  but  true  heart, 
I  promise. 

8AJtnANAFAI.US. 

'Tis  enough.    Now  order  here 


y 


Faggots*  pine-nnts,  and  wit&er'd  fesvesj  and 

such 
Things  as  catch  fire  and  blaze  with  one  sole  spark ; 
Bring  cedar,  too ,  and  precious  drngs^  and  spices^ 
And  mighty  planks ,  to  nourish  a  tall  pile ; 
Bring  irankincense  and  myrrh ,  too^  for  it  is 
For  a^ great  sacrifice  I  build  the  pyre; 
And  heap  them  round  yon  throne. 

TAXIA, 

My  lord!     ' 

I  hare  said  it, 
And^oa  have  sworn. 

PAKTA. 

And  could  keep  my  faith 

Without  a  TOW. 

(Exii  Pakia.) 

inr&BUA. 

What  mean  you? 

SASSAKATAXnS. 

Yon  shall  know 
Anon— what  the  whole  earth  shall  ne'er  forget 

Pama,  returning  with  a  Herald. 

rAiriA. 
My  king,  in  going  forth  upon  my  dot yi 


This  herald  has  been  biHHight  before  m^,  craviiig 
An  attdience.  / 

Let  him  speak. 


IIEBALD. 


• 


The  JKinff  Arbaces  — 


SARDANAPALUS. 

What  crown'd  already  ?  —  But,  proceed. 

iikbaldJ 

Belesea,, 
The  anointed  high-  iniest- 
sARDAirArAi'iTS. 

Of  what  god,  or  demon  ? 
With  new  kings  rise  new  altars.    But,  proceed; 
You  are  sent  to  prate  your  master's  will,  and  not 
Reply  to  mine. 

HERALD. 

And  Satrap  Ofratanes  — 

SAItDAXAFALCS. 

Why;  he  is  our9» 

nsBALD  {showing  a  ring). 
Be  sure  that  he  is  now 
In  the  camp  of  the  conquerors ;  behold 
His  signet  ring. 

SARA^KAPAIiVS. 

'Tis  his.    A  worthy  triad ! 


l8S  8Alll»AKAf  AXiVSi 

Poor  S«Ieme»es !  thoa  huU  died  in  timo 

To  see  one  treachery  the  less :  this  nuat 

Was  thy  true  friend  and  my  most  trusted  subject. 

Proceed. 

They  offer  thee  thy  life,  and  fredom 
Of  choice  to  single  out  a  residence 
[n  any  of  the  further  provinces. 
Guarded  arid  watch'd,  hi\t  not  confined  in  person. 
Where  thoa  shalt  pass  thy  days  in  peace^  but  on 
Condition  that  the  three  young  princes  are 
Given  up  as  hostages. 

SARDAKAPALUS    (iTOnicalfy), 

The  generous  victors ! 

BERALD. 

I  wait  the  answer. 

6ABnA>'ArAI.U5. 

Answer,  slave!  How  long 
Hxre  slaves  decided  on  the  doQm  of  kings? 

HKBAU). 

Since  they  were  firee. 

SAft]>AKAPAI.ir8. 

Mouthpiece  of  mutiny! 
Thou  at  the  least  shalt  leara  the  penalty 
Of  treason,  though  its  proxy  only.    Pania! 
Let  his  head  be  thrown  from  our  waUa  within 


The  rebels'  lines ,  his  carcass  down  the  river^ 
Away  with  I^im! 

(Pania  and  the  Quards  seizing  /urn,) 

PAJNIA. 

I  never  yet  obeyed 
Yonr  orders  with  more  pleasure  than  .the  present. 
Hence  with  him ,  soldiers!  do  noj  soil  this  hall 
or  royalty  with  treasonable  gore; 
Fat  hijn  to  rest  without. 

HBBAXiD. 

A  single  word: 
My  office^  king^  is  sacrctL 

SAilDAKAFALtrS. 

And  what  *s  mine? 
That  thou  shouldst  come  and  dare  to  ask  of  jue 
To  lay  it  down? 

BXRALD. 

1  but  obey'd  my  orders,    ' 
At  the  same  peril  if  refused,  as  now 
Incurred  by  my  obedience.  ^ 

SA&DANAPALUS. 

So  there  are 
New  monarchs  of  an  hour's  growth  as  despotic 
As  sovereigns  swathed  ip  purple,  and  enthroned 
From  birth  to  manhood  $ 

My  life  W4iits  your  breath. 


•%yO  S  ARDANAF  AI<US, 

Totirs  (I  speak  humbly)  —  biit  it  may  be  —  yours 

May  also  be  in  danger  scarce  less  imminent: 

Would  it  then  suit  the  last  hours  of  a  line 

Such  as  ia  that  of  Nimrod,  to  destroy 

A  peaceful  herald,  unarmed >  in  his  ofGce; 

And  tiolate  not  only  all  that  man 

Holds  sacred  between  man  and  man*—  but  that 

More  holy  tie  which  links  us  with  the  gods  ? 

SABDANAFALUS. 

He  'a  light  —  Let  him    go   free.  -^  My  life's 

last  act 
Shall  not  be  one  of  wrath.    Here,  fellow,  take 

{Gipes   him  a  golden  cup  from  a  table  near.) 
This  golden  goblet,  let  it  hold  your  wine, 
Aud  think  of  me^  or  melt  it  into  ingots, 
And  think  of  nothing  but  their  weight  and  ralue. 

BERALD. 

I  thank  you  doubly  for  my  life ,  and  this 
Most  goi*geotts  gift,  which  renders  it  more  pre- 
cious. 
But  must  I  bear  no  answer  ? 

SARDAVAFAI^VS* 

I 

i  ..li  .  Yes,  —I  ask 

An  hour's  truce  to  consider. 

U£SAI4>. 

*  But  an  hour's  "i 


An  h6tLX^s :  if  at  the  expiration  of 
That  time  your  masters  hear  no  further  from  me, 
They  are  to.  deem  that  I  reject  tlieir  terms, 
And  act  befittingly. 

BSaALO. 

I  shall  not  fail 
To  be  a  faithfnl  legate  of  your  pleasure. 

SARDAKAPALUS. 

And^  hatk!  a  word  more. 

n£RALD« 

I  shall  not  forget  it, 
Whate'er  it  be. 

SAlUOAKAfALVSi 

Commend  me  to  Beleses; 
And  tell  him,  ere  a  year  c^tpire,  I  summon 
Him  hence  to  meet  me. 

U£RALD. 

Where  ? 

SARDAKAlPAtirs. 

At  fiabylon. 
At  least  from  thence  he  -will  depart  to  ineet  me^ 

HERALD. 

I  shall  obey  you  to  the  letter.    '  ' 

{Exit  Herald) 

*  AARBANAPALUa. 

Pania!  — 


iga  S  A  RD  A  K  A  P  A  I.  U  5, 

Now,  my  good  Fama!  —  quick  —  \vith  what  I 

order'cL 


/ 

PANIA. 


My  lord,  •—  the  soldiers  are  already  charged. 
Axid,  see!  they  enter. 

[SolditrB  enter  i   and  form  a  Pile    about  the 
Throne  etc.) 

SAROANAPAIiUS* 

Higher,  my  good  soldiers. 
And  thicker  yet;  and  see  that  the  foundation 
Be  such  as  will  not  speedily  exhaust 
Its  own  too  subtle  flame;  nor  yet  be  quench'd 
]^ith  aught  officious  aid  would  bring  to  quell  it. 
Let  the  throne  form  the  core  of  it;  J  would  not 
Leave  that,  save  fraught  with  iif e  unqnenchablct 
To  the  new  comer^.     Frame  the  whole  as  if 
'Twere  to  enkindle  the  strong  tower  of  our 
Inveterate  enemies.    Now  it  bears  an  aspect ! 
How  say  yon,  Pania,  will  this  pile  suffice 
For  a  king'^  obsequies  ? 

FAlfXA. 

.  Ay  for  a  kingdom^s. 
I  unterstand  you,  now. 

SABDANAFALirs. 

And  blame  me  ? 


.       '  No  — 

l^et  me  but  fire  the  pile  j  sndi  share  it  with  you: 

That  duty  's  mine. 

rAKii. 
A  womaQ'fl! 

.V.Y11IIHA. 

'Tis  the  soldier's 
Fart  to  diefer  his  sovereign,  and  why  not 
The  woman's  with  her  lover  ? 

PANIA.. 

'Tis  most  strange ! 

But  not  so  rare,  my  Pania,  as  thou  think'st  it. 
In  the  mean  time,  live  thou.  —  Farewell!  the  pile 
Is  ready. 

PAKIA. 

I  should  shame  to  leave  my  sovereign 
With  but  a  single  female  to  partake 
His  death: 

8AIII>ANAPA<.U8. 

Too  many  far  have  heralded 
Me  to  the  dust^  already.     Get  thee  hence; 

Enrich  thte. 

•  ♦ 

rANIA. 

And  live  wretched ! 
F0I.XI.  N 


Tliini:  upon 
T6y  vow;  —  'li3  sacred  and  iirevocable. 

PANIA. 

Since  it  is  so ,  fareweU* 

f       Se^aech  well  my  cliamber^ 
Fee}  no  remorse  at  bearing  ofFthe  gold; 
Remember  9  wbatyoii  leave,  yon  Ie«re  tke  elaves 
Who  slew  me :  and  wken  yern  have  Wnte  #wa>y 
All  safe  off  to  your  boats ,  blow  one  long  blast 
.  Upon  the  tmmpet  as  you  quit  the  palace. 
The  river's  brink  is  ^o  remote,  its  stream 
Too  loud  at  present  to  permit  the  echo 
Td  re«cb  distinctly  fronr  its  banks.    Then  Hy,*^ 
And  as  you  sail ,  turn  back ;  but  still  keep  on 
Your  way  along  ihe  Euphtates :  if  you  reach 
The  land  of  Paphlagonia,  where  the  queen 
Is  safe  with  my  three  sons  in  Cotta's  court* 
Say  what  you  saw  at  parting ,  and  request  :   , 
That  she  remember  what  I  udd^t  one 
Parting  m<)>rA  nnirAfiil  9till* 

tAm'A-. 

Tha  t  royal  hand ! 
Let  me  then  ance  mor^  pteh  it  to  my  lips; 
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And  these  poov  soMiera  who  throng  round  yon, ' 

and 
Would  fain  die  with;  you ! 
{I'he  SoldierB  and  Pania  throng  found  ?un%^ 
kissing  his  hand  and  the  hem  of  his  robe. 

SABDANAPAIiUS. 

My  best !  my  last  friends ! 
Let 's  not  unman  eSch  other  •^  part  at  once  : 
All  farewells  should  be  sudden ,  when  for  cTcr> 
Else  they  make  an  eternity  of  moments. 
And  clog  theylast  sad  sands  of  life  with  tears* 
Hence ,  and  be  happy :  trust  n^e ,  ]  am  not 
^ottf  to  be  pitied ;  or  far  more  for  what 
Is  past  than  present;  —  for  the  ftxture^  'tis 
In  the  hands  of  the  deities ,  if  such 
Thei'e  be:     I  shall  know    soon.     Farewell    •*- 

farewell. 
[Exeunt  pANtA  €md  Soldiers.) 

MYBRHA* 

These  men  were  honest:  it  is  comfort  still 
That  our  last  looks  should  be  on  loving  faces. 

SABDANAPALirS* 

And  lopsly  ones,  my  beautiful!  -^  t>ut  hear  me! 
If  at  this  moment,  for  w^  now  are  on 
The  brink,    thou  feePst  an   inward   shrinking 

from 


ig6  AAHDANAf  Al^Vdy 

«  # 

This  leap  fhroogli  flame  into  tibe  fiitare,  say  it: 
I  sball  not  love  thee  less ;  nay,  perhaps  more. 
For  yielding  to  thy  natui*e :  and  there  's  time 
Yet  for  thee  to  escape  hedce. 

MtlL£HA. 

Shall  I  light 
One  of  the  torches  "which  lie  heap'd  heneath 
The  ever  -  burning  lamp  that  burns  without. 
Before  Baal's  shrine,  in  the  adjoining  hall? 

'   8ABDANAJPAI.V8. 

Do  SO. ,  If  that  thy  answer  ? 

MYRRIIA. 

,  Thou  shalt  see. 

{£xii  Mybbiia. 

SABDAKATALUS    (solus). 

8he'siirni.    My  fathers!   whom  I  %vill  rejoin, 

It  may  be ,  purified  by  death  from  some 

Of  the  gross  stains  o^  too  material  being,  • 

I  would  not  leave  vour  ancient  first  abode 

To  the  defilement  of  usurping  bondmen; 

If  I  have  not  kept  your  inheritan(?e 

As  ye  bequeathed  it ,  this  bright  part  of  it, 

Your  treasure,  your  abode,  your  sacred  relics 

Of  arms ,  and  records ,  monuments  »  and  spoils. 

In  which  ihey  would  have  reyell'dj  I  bear  with  me 


To  yott  in  that  ab.sorbing  ^I^nient, 
\^hich  most  personifies  the  soul  as  leaving 
The  least  of  matter  unconstuned  before 
Its  fiery  workings :  —  and  tlie  light  of  this 
Most  royal  of  funereal  pyres  shall  be 
Not  a  mere  pillar  f orm'd  of  cloud  and  flame, 
A  beacon  in  the  homon  for  a  day> 
And  then  a  mount  of  ashes,  but  a  lig^t 
To  lesson  ages,  rebel  iiations,  and  .... 
Voluptuous   princes.     Timp    shall  (jt^ench  full. 

mahy  .    . 

A  people's  records,  and  a  hero's  acts}  . 
Sweep  empire  after  empire ,  like  thi^  fir3^t. 
Of  e:(;apires,  into  nothing;  but  even,  .then 
Shall  spare  this  deed  of  minej  and  hold  it  up 
A  problenvfew  dare  imitate ,  and  none 
Despise —  but,  it  may  be,  avoid  the  life. 
VVhich  led  to  aufii  a  consummation. 

•  •  r 

r 

MriuiHA  returns  mth  a  lighted  I^dreh  in 
her  Hand,  and  a  Cup  in  ihe  outer.  * 

AIYRAUJl* 

Lo! 
[  'vc  lit  the  lamp  which  lights  us  to  the  stars. 
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6ARDANAPALU5. 

And  the  cup? 

MYRRHA. 

'Tis  my  country's  cjostom  to 
Make  alilMtion  to  tliegods* 

And  mine 
To  make  libations  atnbngdt  Wil.     I  \e  not 
Forgot  tlife*  eu9tom ;  and  altbotigh  alone/ 
WiJl  drain  one  draught  in  memory  of  many 
A  joyous  banquet  past. 

SARDAiTA^Ai^trs  t^kes*  tkh  ^lip  ^  and  after  irinh^ 
ing  itnd  tihhiing  the  ttversed  cup  «  as  a  drop 
Jblts'f  dieclaims  •— 

And  tills  libation 
Is  for  ihe  fettcllent  Bclescs. 

MYRRHA. 

Why 
DweJb  AiCf  ftiiad  rsither  tipon  ^^t  m^'s  name 
ThiinVn  his  urate's  in  viUany  ? 

SARDANAFAXUS.         ^ 

The  other  ' 
Is  a  mere  soldier .  a  mere  tool ,  a  kind 
Of  human  sword  in  a  friehd^s  hand  3  the  other 


jU  master  -noytr  ofUift  viMU^lJke  |[inp|»t: . 

But    I   dismiss    them,  from    my    mind.  —   Yet 

-;    ■    r'  .•   '..  .    pmi^e^ 

MyMyrrba!  dofttthd*  truly  follow  me, 
Freely  and  fearlessly  ?  , ,  . , 

JffTRRHA. 

A^i  d[pst  thpn  think 
A  Greek  gicl  ^aye  not^ydo  for  loye,  'tliat  which 
An  Indian  widow  braves  for  custQm? 

Then 

We  but  await  the  BigndL   -  .v.  '  1  1  >         . 

I  7  ..,»  i 


3IYRRHA: 

.    It  IS  long 


In  sounding. 


.*"  / 


B     '       ^ 


Now,  farf\v^}}i  one  last  ^niiji^af^^^? 


•  i 
Embrace  1  ftut  mtt  the  last;  there  is  one  "hjore. 

True,  the  commingling  lire  wiH  mix.oi^if^hea..  •  , 

;M|rRiii|A,, 
At^  pore  as  is  my  loi^e  ,ta^^  i:}iee ,  shall  they, 


J 

Purged  from  tbe  dross  of  eertk,    and  earthly 

passioiiy 
Mix   pale   with    thiae^    A   single   thongbt  yet 

•  '  irks  me, 

SA^AKATALUS. 

Say  it. 

MTHRnA. 

It  is  Aat  no  kind  hand  "mil  gather 
The  dust  of  both  into  one  urn. 

SARD^AKATAXArS. 

The  better: 
Rather  let  them  be  borne  dkrpad  upon      .       ' 
Thb  winds  of  heaven,  and  scattered  into  air^ 
Than  be  polluted  more  by  human  hands 
Of  slaves  and  traitors ;  in  this  blazing  palace, 
And  its  enormons  walls  of  reeking  ruin^' 
We  leave  a  nobler  molntlibehf  than  Egypt 
Hath  piied  in  her  'brick  "mountains^    o'er   dead 

kings, 
Or  Hne^^QX  Aone  kuQw  whctlier  those  proud  piles 
Be  for  their  monarch ,  or  their  ox  ^  god  Apis : 
So  much  for  monuments  that  have  forgotten 
Theit-^'vefyVecord!         '''.'''  ■  v  '\  ,vh    ' 

MtMaiiA.' 
''  4lich  farewell,  thetf^^tiil 
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4, 

And  loveliest  spot  of  eartli !  farewell  Ionia! 
JBe  thou  still  free  and  beautiful,  and  far    .     • .     v 
Aloof  from  desol^ion !    My  last  prayer 
Was  for  thee 7  my  last  thoughts ,  save  one,  were 

of  thee! 

And  that? 

»  ■         ■  • 

MYBRHA. 

Is  yours. 
{The  trumpet  o/Tania  sounds  wMout^ 

SASDAKAFALtrS. 

Hark ! 

MYBBHA. 

Now! 

SARDANATALVS. 

Adieu y  Assyria! 
I  loved  thee  weH,  my  own,  my  fathers*  Ian d^ 
And  better  as  my  country  than  my  kingdom. 
I  satiated  thee  with  peace  and  joys;  and  this 
Is  my  reward !  and  now  I  owe  thee  nothing, 
Not  even  a  grave, 

(Jle  mounts  the  p^e.) 
Now,  Myrrhal 

MYRRHA. 

Art  thou  ready  ? 
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SABDAK-APAI^Ufi^,    A   TBAOEJ)ir. 


t     >  > 


^AttDAKAPAStrs. 

As  the  torch  in  thy  grasp. 

>  (Mir BBfiJi  J^t^ei  f^te  pile.'} 

■    '  - 

'Tis  feed!  I  come.  ^ 
(^^Mtrbha  springs  forti>ard  to  throw  herself    , 
in  fotlu  flames  y  the  Curtain  fulls  ^ 


■-^    *    ••  • 


<f 


NOTES. 


NO    T    E    S. 


Note  1,  l^age  i4,  lino  a  from  bottom 
And  thou  9  my  own  Ionian  Hyrrha. 
The  Ionian  name  had  been  still  more  comprehen- 
»?e,  having  included  the  Achaians  and  the  Boeotians, 
•who,  together  with  those  to  whom  it  was  afterwards 
confined,  would  make  nearly  the  yhole  of  the  Greek 
nation,  and  among  the  orientals  it  was  always  the 
general  name  for  the  Grreks."  —  Mit ford's  Greece^ 
Vol.  I.  p-  199» 

Ko^e  2,  page  3q,  lines -^i  to  34*   . 
«.».     .^     -^     .—  ^Sardanapalus 
^ylChe  king ,  and  son  of  Anacyndaraxes^ 
y,In  one  day  built  jinchialus  qnd  Tarsus, 
^£at,  drink,  and  hues    the  rest's   not  worth  a 
'       ^  fdlip.^^ 

„For  this  expedition  betook  only  a  small  chosen  body 
of  the  phalanx ,  bnt  aU  his  light  troops.  In  the  first 
day's  march  he  reached  Anchialus,  a  town  aaid  to 
have  been  founded, by  the  king  of  Assyria,  Si^danapalus, 
The  fortifications  9  in  their  liiagnitude  and  extent,  still 
in  Arrian's  time,  bore  the  character  of  ©rejitness, 
which  the  Assyxiatn* ,  »PBcar  singnlarly  to  have  afiTected 
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in  works  of  the  kind.     A  moniimeiit  representlog  Skr^ 
danapalai  was  fonn^  there,  warranted  by  an  inscription 
in  Assyrian  characters  ,   of  courW  in '  tibe  old    Assyrian 
langiuge,   which  the  Greeks »    whether  well    or  ill,  in- 
terpreted   thus :    „  Sardaoapalns ,  son  of  Anacyndaraxes, 
in  one  day  ibunded  Anchi^Ios  and  Tarsus.    Eat^  drink» 
play:    air  other  human  joys    are   not   worth    a  fillip.*' 
Supposing    this  yersion  nearly  exact,   ^fbr  Arrian   says 
it  was  not  quite  so) ,  wheter  the  purpose  has  not  been 
to  invite  to   ciril  order  a  people  dispqsed  to  turbulence, 
rather  than  to  recommend  immoderate  luxury ,  may  per-' 
haps  reasonably  be  questioned.      What,  indeed,  could 
he  the  object  of  a  king  af  Assyria  in  founding  such  towns 
in  a  countey  so  distant  from  his  capital ,    and  so  divided 
^    froin  it  by  an  immense  extent  of  sandy  deserts  and  lofty 
mountains ,  'and ,    stIQ  more ,    how  the  inhabitans  could 
'  be  at  once  in  circamstances  to  abandon  themselves  to  the 
intemperate  joys ,  which  their  prince  haa  been  supposed 
to  have  recommended ,  it  not  obvious ;   but  it  may  de- 
tferve  observatfon  that,   in  that  Hne  of  coast,  the  son- 
them  of  Lesser  Asia,    mins  of  cities,    evidently  of  an 
age  after  Alexander,  yet  barely  named  in  history,  at  this 
day  astonidb  the  adventarous  traveller  by  their  magnifi*- 
ceneb  and  deganco.      Amid  the  desolation  which,  nndet 
a  singularly  barbarian  government,   has  for  so  many  cen* 
Juries  been  daily  spreading  in  the  finest  countries  of  the 
globe,  whether  more  from  aoit   and    climate,  or  from 
^pportnmties  for  xommerce,   extraordinary  means  must 
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La?e  been  foaod  for  communitiea  to  flourish  tliere^ 
mrhence  It  may  seem  that  the  treasures  of  Sarda&apalns 
were  directed  by  juster  Tiews  than  have  been  commonly 
ascribed  to  hiim ;  but  that  monarch  haying  been  the  last 
oi  a  dynasty,  ended  by  tf  revolution,  obloquy  on  his 
memory  would  follow  of  course  from  the  policy  of  liis 
auccessors  and  their  partisans. 

„The  inconsistency  of  tniditjons  concerning  Sardana- 
paliis  is  striking  in  Dlodoru's  occouot  of  him."  --— Jlft/^ 
fQT^z  Greece y  Vol.  IX.  p.  5ii,  3i2,  a^d  5i5» 
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f  DRAMATIS    PERSONAB. 


I 

^  MEN. 


• 


FRANCIS  FOSCARI,  Doge  of  Venica. 
JAGOPO  FOSCARI,    Son  of  the  Doge. 
JAMES  LOREDANO ,  a  Patrician. 
MARCO  MEiyiMO,  a  Chief  of  the  Forty. 
BARBARIGO »  a  Senator. 
•Other  Senators ,  the  Council  of  Ten,  Guards  Atten^ 
dants,  cte. 

WOMAN. 
MARINA ,  Wife  of  young  FOSCARI. 

Scene  ««  the  Ducal  Palace,  Venice. 
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THE  TWO  FOSCARI, 


AN  HISTORICAL  TRAGEDY. 


The  father  softens »  but  the  governor's  resolved. 

CR1T1C« 


TH£ 


TWO    F  O  S  G  A  R  I. 


ACT  I.     SCENE  I. 


A  Hall  in  the  J)ucal  Palace^ 

Enter  Lobed-ako  and  BAnBABico, 

meeting, 

I«OB£DAHO. 

Wh£jie  is  the  prisoner? 

BABBABiaa 


The  Qaestion. 


Reposing  from 


LOBEDANO. 


The  hour's  past —  fix'd  yesterday 
For  fhe  resninption  of  his  trial.  --  Let  ns 
Rofoin  our  doljeagues  in  the  covincil|  and 
Urge  his  recalf. 


lO  VUK  TWO  yOBCASt, 

SABBABIGO. 

Nay  9  let  him  profit  by 
A  few  brief  miniites  for  Lis  tortured  limbs; 
He  waB  o'erwrought  by  tbe  Question  yesterday^ 
And  may  die  under  it  if  no^  repeated. 

Well? 

BABBAllIGO. 

I  yield  not  to  yon  in  lore  of  justice^ 
Or  bate  of  the  ambitions  Foscarij 
Father  and  son ,  and  all  thei^  noxions  rtee ; 
Bnt  the  poor  wretch  has  suffered  beyond  nature's 
Most  stoical  endurance. 

X«ORBDAKO. 

Without  owning 
His  crime.  ^ 

SIBBARIGO. 

Perhaps  without  committing  any* 
fint  he  avow'd  the  letter  to  the  Duke 
Of  Milan ,  and  his  sufferings  half  atone  for 
Such  weakness* 

I«0]IEBAN0« 

We  shall  see. 

BARBARIGO. 

You,  lioredaiia^ 
Pursue  hereditary  hate  too  far.  / 


AND    HXfeTOAlCAI.    TAACBJDY.  H 

XOl^JBDAKO. 

Jlowfar? 

BAREAUGO: 

To  externiinivtioii. 

l40Jl£DANO; 

When  they  are 
JExiinctf  you  may  say  tin's.  —  Let 's  in  to  council. 

BARBARIGO. 

Yet  pwse—  the  number  of  our  colleagues  is  npt 
Complete  yet  3  two  ai*e  -wanting  ere  we  can 
Proceed; 

IiOREBANO. 

And  the  chief  judge;  the  Doge  ? 

BARBARIGO 

No— he 
With  more  than  Homan  fortitude  is  ever 
first  at  the  board  in  this  unhappy  process 
Against  his  last  and  only  son. 

XOHZDAKO. 

'         '    '  True— true  — 

BARBARIGO. 

.  '  • '  ''^'Win  notMtfg  move  you  ? 

liOR^DANO. 

Feelil^g;  think  yon? 
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BARAUIIOO. 

He  allows  it  not,  '  .. 

JbOBJIOAKO. 

T  havoraark'd  Ma#  *—  the  wretch ! 

BARBAKIGO, 

But  yesterday,  I  hear,  on  his  return 

To  the  ducal  chambers,  as  he  passed  the  threshold 

The, old  man  fainted. 

i:.0R£DAK0. 

It  begins  to  work.  then. 

.V.'  .  . 

BABBARIOO. 

The  work  is  half  your  own. 

Z/OREDAKO. 

And  should  be  a// mine  — • 
My  father  and.  my  nncle  are  no  more, 

3ARBARIGO. 

I  have  read  their  epitaph ;  which  says  they  died 
By  poison. 

XiOREBAVQ. 

When  the  Doge  declared  that  he 
ShonU  never  deem  himself  a  sovereign  tfll^ '  -  J^^ 
The  death  of  Peter  Loredano,  both 
The.  brothers  sicken'd  shortly : — h«?  is'sovcrcign, 

.BARBABiOO,  '^ 

A.  wretched  <lne«  *\ 


▲  N    JUiSTO^XCAI.     T'BAGKDT.  l3 

■>  •  •  , 

iOHJSlJANO. 

•  "What  should  they  be  -who  maitf 
Orphans  ? 

But  did  the  Doge  make  you  so  ? 

£0B£J>A2ro.  , 

Yes.  ^ 

What  loUd  proofs  ? 

When  princes  set  themselves 
To  woirk  in  secret^  proofs  and  process  are 
Alike  made  difficult;  bUtlhiEcVe  such 
Of  the  firsts  as  shall  make  the  second  needless. 

BARBARIOO. 

But  you  Will  move  by  law?  ' 

I«OB£DAKO. 

By  all  the  laws 
Which  he  wpuld  le^ve  ms. 

BAltBARIOO.  '* 

They  are  sueh  m  thia 
Onr  state  as  render  retribution  easier        •  ' 

Than  'mongst  remoter  nations.     Is  it  tnle 
That  yon  have  ^mtten  in  your  books  ot  coin* 

merce^ 
(The  wt^Jthy  jvactice  of  offr  highest  nobles) 
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J>oge  Foscari,  my  debtor  for  the  deaths 
„Of  Marco  aad  Pietro  Loredano, 
j^y  sire  auid  uiicle ?'' 

It  is  wTittea  thus. 

IBA&SAKIGO. 

Alld  will  you  leave  it  xmerascd  I 

~  Till  balauced 

BA&BASIGO. 

Ajid  lio«r? 
(2Vo  Senators  pass  aper  the  stage  y  us  4a  their 
way  tooths  HaU  of. the  Council  of  Ten.'' 

I.OA£DAKO. 

You  see  the  number  is  complete. 
Follow  me. 

(Exit  LOBBDANO.) 
IBAKBAHIGO   (solus). 

Follow  theel  I  have  foUow'rf  long    • 
Thy  path  of  desolation^  as  the  wave 
Sweeps  after  that  before  it^  alike  whelming 
The  wreck  that  creaks  to  the.  wild  winds  ^  mid 

wretcb  .  i 

Who  s}iriek8  Mrithin  its.yiHeii  ri^,  as  'garii.  ^ 
The  waters  through  thpm;  but  this  son  and  sire 
3\iight,move  the  eleme^  to  pausft^  and  yet  ' 
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Must  I  on  baifdily  like  tbim-^  Oh !  Yrould  '  • 

I  could  as  bliiaidlyand  remorseleaAly!     . 

Lo,    where- lie    casrnesl---^  Be  still,   my  heiurtl. 

tliey  are 
Thy  foesj  -liftitt  le  fliy  victima :  .wilt  thDn  be^t  ; 
For  those  who  almost  broke  thee  ? 

JEnter  Gudrds^,  ipith  young  Foscari;  as^  pri^ 

soner,  etc. 

GVARJD. 

*■-',.  ... 

Let  him  rest 
Signer,  take  time. 

'7ACOPO    FOSCARI. 

I  thank  thee,  friend,  I  'm  feeble; 
But  t^ou  may'st  stand  reprov^. 

,       I  '11  stand  tlie  hazard. 

lACOPO     JFOSCARt.  ,    " 

That  *s  kind :  —  I  meet  some  pity,  but  no  incrc}-; 
This  is  the  first. 

OVARII. 

And  might  be  last;  did; they     ' 
Who  rule  behold  us. 

BAROARIGO  {odpancing  to  the  Guards), 

There  is  one  who  does : 
Yet. fear  not;  I  will  neither  be  thy  iudge 


^-^i 
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Nor  thy  accuser;  ftougk  the  iour  i$  past, 
Wait  their  last  suinmans  -?  I  am^f  n^e  Ten/* 
And  waiting  for  that  summons  sanction:  y^u    , 
Even  by  my  presence :  when  the  last  call  sounds, 
yV^  *1I  in  together;  -^  Look  wdl  to.the.prisoncrr 

'JAGOVO     FOSCABT*  ' 

What  voice  is  that?—  'tis  Barbarigo's!  Ah ! 
Onr  house's- foe ,  and  one  of  my  few  fudgesj 

BAJi|aAivcoo.. 
To  balance  such  a  foe ,  if  such  there  be^* 
Thy  father  sits  amongst  thy  judges. 

lACOPO    FOSCASI* 

Truei 

He  Judges.  ; 

BARBARIOO. 

Then  deem  not  the  laws  too  harsh   ' 
Which  yield  so  much  indulgence  to  a  sire 
As  to  allow  his  voice  in  such  high  matter 
As  the  state's  safety-^  -* 

JAGOFO    FOSCAILZ.  < 

And  his  son's.  I  *m  faint; 
Let  me  a|iproaGh,  I  pray  you,  for  aKbreath 
Of  air  t.  yon  window  which  o'e^looks  the  waters. 
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Enter  an  Officer,  who  wMspere  BarbaRIGO. 

BABBASiGO  {to  the  Guard). 
Let  liim  approach.    I  must  not  speak  with  him 
Purther  than  thus;  I  have  transgress'd  my  duty 
In  this  brief  parley,  and  must  now  redeem  it. 
Within  the  Council  Chamber. 

C&it  Barbabigo.) 
(fiuarU  conducting  Jacopo  Foscabi  to   thf 
window^ 

OUABD. 

There,  sir,  ^tis 
Opqn—- How  feel  yon? 

JACOPO     F0SCART« 

Lite  a  boy*—  Oh  Venice! 
And  your  limbs  ?     . 

JACOPO    fOSCARI.' 

9 

Limbs !  how  often  have  they  borneme 
Bonneting  o'er  yon  blue  tide ,  as  I  have  skimm'd 
The  gondola  along  in  childish  race, 
And  masqued  as  a  young  gondolier ,  amidst 
May  gay  competitors ,  noble  a*  I, 
Raced  for  our  pleasure  In  the  pride  of  strength^ 
While  the  fair  populace  of  crowding  beauties, 
Plebeian  as  patrician ,  cheer'd  us  on 
With  dazzling  smiles,  and  wishes  audible,      / 
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And  wftving  kerchieft  I  and  applandiag  JuuijCk^    . 
Even  to  the  goal !  How  many  a  time  have  I 
Cl6ven  with  arm  still  lustier,  breast  mord  daring. 
The  wave  all  roughen'd;  with  a  swimmer's  stroke 
Flinging  the  billow?  back  from  my  drench'd  hair, 
And  laughing  from  my  lip  the  audacious  brine, 
Whicll  kissM  it  like  a  wine  -  cup,  rising  o'er 
The  waves  as  they  arose,  and  prouder  still 
Theloftier  they  uplifted  me;  and  oft, 
In  wantonness  of  spitit,  plunging  down 
Into  their  green  and  glassy  golfs ,  and  making 
My  way 'to  shells  and  sea  -  weed ,  all  unseen 
By  those  above,  till  they  wax'd  fedrful;  then 
Returning  with' my  grasp  full  of  such  tokens 
As  ^'how'd  that  1  had  search'd  the  deep :  exulting, 
With  a  far -dashing  stroke,  and  drawing  deep 
The  long  -  suspended  breath ,  again- 1  spumed 
The  foam  which  broke  around  me,  and  pursued 
My  track  like  a  sea -^  bird.  —  I  was  a  boy  then. 

Be  a  man  now2'-f&ere  hever  was*more  need 
Of  mafnkodd's  l^ri^^th.  ' 

loelkrii^yi'bm  the  iattiQb). 
,        •  .  ... 

.:    -la  ijtly^cauttfia,' myown. 
My  only  Venice-^'  this  is  breath!  Thy  breeze, 
1hine^Adriarfsta*-^rfe^3re>  how^if  fitti*  niy^fece! 
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Thy  very  winds  feel  native  to  my  veins;' 
Jini  cool  them  ;nto  calmness!  How  unlike 
The  hot  gales  of  the  horrid  Cyoladesi 
Which  howPd  about  my  Candiote  dungeon,  and 
Made  my  heart  sick. 

I  see  the  colour  comes 

* 

Back  to  your. cheek:  Heaven  send  you  strength 

to  bear 
What  more  may  be  imposed !  *-«  I  dread  to  think 

pii  't. 

JACOFp    TOSCARI. 

They  will  not  banish  me  again  ?  *- No  —  no, 
Let  them  wring  on,  I  am  strong  yet. 

GUARD. 

■'*'''.  Confess, 

And  the  rack  wiH'  be  "spared  you. 

JACdPO      FOSCARI, 

I  confess'd 

r 

Once—  twice  before :  both  times  they  exiled  me. 

GUAHD. 

And  the  third  tiitie  will  slay  you.- 

.,  7^CQrO   FOSCABI.  •      « 

Let  tliem  do  so. 
So  I  be  buried  in^y  birth-place;  better 
Be  uA^A  hcm.tbjui  A^ht  that  lives  elsewhere. 

B  2 


»    •        • 
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GVAIU).      "    ' 

And  ckn  you  so  much  love  tiie  soil  whicli  hatet 

you?    ■" 

JACOPO    T08CARI.''  ' 

Tlio  soil !  •—  OLi  no ,  it  is  the  seed  of  the  soil 
Which  persecutes  in6;  but  my  native  earth 
Will  take  me  as  a  mother  to  her  arms. 
I  ask  no  more  than  a  Venetian  grave^ 
A  dungeon,  whaj{  they  will;  so  it  be  here. 

•  •  - 

JSnter  an  Officer* 

OFFICER. 

Bring  in  the  prisoner  I 

GT7ARD. 

SignOTi  you  hear  the  order. 

JACOro    FO80AXZ,.' 

Ay,  I  am  used  to  such  a  summons;  'tis 
*    The  third   time  they  have  tortured  me:    then 

lend  me 
Thine  arm« 

{To  the  Guard.) 

OFFICER. 

Take  mine ,  sir ;  'tis  my  duty  to 
Be  nearest  to  your  person. 

7ACOFO    FOSCARX. 

You! «  you  arc  lie 
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Who  yesterday  presided  o'er  my  pangs  -^ 
Away !  *—  I  'U  W|dk  alone. 

i  '  -     OFFICZR.  • 

As  yon  please  >  signor .; 
Tlie  sente)ice  was  licit  of  my  signing  ^  but 
1  dared  not  disobey  tUe  Conncil  when 
They  —  ^ 

'  *       7AC6^0    FOSCAHI. 

Bade  thee  stretch  me  on  their  horrid  engine. 
I  pray  theo  tonch  me  ilot  ^-  that  is,  jnst  now; 
TUe  time  will  come  they  wiU  renew  that  order^ 
But  keep  off-from  till  'tis  issued.    As 
I  look  upon  thy  hnds  my  curdling  limbs 
Quiver  with  the  ^ticipated  wrenching^ 
And  the  cold  drops  strain  through  my  brow^  as^ 

if- 
But  onward—'  I  have  borne  it—-.  I  can  bear  it.  — 
How  looks  my  father  ? 

OFFZCEB. 

With  his  wonted  aspect. 

7ACOPO   roSCARI* 

So  does  the  earthy  and  sky,  the  bloc  of  occan^ 

The  brightness  of  our  city,  and  her  domcs^ 

The  mirth  of  her  Piazza,  even  now    * 

Its  merry  hum  of  nations  pierces  here, 

Even  here ,  into  these  chambers  of  the  unknown 
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Who  govern,  an  J  the  unknown  and  tlie^un- 

numbered 
Judged  and  destroy'd  in  silence,  ^  all  things 

wear 

The  self- same a3]^ct,  to  my  very  sire! 
Nothing  can  sympathize  with  Foscari, 

Not  even  a  Foscari.  —  Sir ,  I  attend  you. 

{Exeunt  I^coro  Fo^caki  ,  Officer  etc.) 

■  «  • 

Enter  Mehmo  tmd  (mother  Senator. 

SXEMMO. 

He  's  gone—  we  are  too  late:  *-  thiiik  you '1  the 

Ten" 
Will  sit  for  any  length  of  time  to  -  day  ? 

SENATOR. 

They  say  the  prisoner  in  mos^  obdurate, 
Persisting  in  his  [first  avowal )  but 
More  I  know  not 

MEMMO. 

And  that  is  much ;  the  secrets 
Of  yon  terrific  chamber  are  as:  hidden 
From  us,  the  pi^emi^r  noblos  bf  .the  sfcatej     t  ' 
As  from  the  people. 


*  "      r       / 


SB  K  AT  OR. 

Save  the  wonted  rumours, 
Which  (liko  the  tales  of  spectres  that  are  tiU 
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Near  miii'd  bniUings)  never  luave  been  prored^ 
Nor  wliolly  disbelieved :  men  know  as  little 
Of  the  state's  real  acts  as  of  the  grave's 
Unfathom'd  mysteries. 

MEMMO. 

But  with  length  of  time 
We  gain  a  step  in  knowledge ,  and  I  look 
Forward  to  be  one  dav  of  the  decemvirs. 

SENATOR. 

Or  Doge  ? 


MEMMO« 


Why,  no,  not  if  I  can  avoid  it. 

SENATOR. 

Tis  the  iQrst  station  of  the  state,  and  may 
Be  lawfully  desired,  and  lawfully 
Attain'd  by  noble  aspirants. 

'       MBMMO. 

To  such 
I  leave  it;  though  bom  notle,  my  ambition 
Is  limited :  I  'd  rather  be  an  unit 
Of  an  united  and  imperial  „Ten," 
Than  shine  a  lonely,  though  a  gilded  cipher. 
Whom  have  we  here?  the  wife  of  Foscari? 
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Enter  Marina  ivith  a  female  aJttemdant. 

MABINA. 

What,  no  one?'**  I  am  wrong,  there  still  are 

two  J 
But  they  are  senators. 

MEMMO. 

Most  noble  lady, 
Command  us. 

HABIKA. 

I cammandl  —  Alas!  i^y  life 
Has  be^n  one  long  entreaty,  and  a  vaine  one. 

M]gMMO. 

I  understand  thee,  but  I  must  not  answer. 

MABiNA  {Jiercefy). 

True  —  none  dare  answer  here  save  on  the  rack. 

Or  question  save  those  — 

MEHMo  (interrupting  Iter), 
High  -•born  dame !  bethink  thee 

Whore  thou  now  art. 

MABIKA* 

Where  I  now  am!  -^  It  was 

My  husband^s  father's  palace, 

/  •  • 

MEMMO* 

The  Duke's  palace. 

MABIKA. 

And  his  son's  prison  ]-- true,  I  have  not  forgot  it; 
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And  if  there  were  no  other  nearer,    bitfercr 
Remembrances  y    woitld    thank    the   illustrious 

Memmo 
For  pointing  out  the  pleasures  of  the  place. 

>CEMMO. 

Be  calm! 

AiAiuKA  {lootings  up  iowarda  heaver^ 
lam;  but  oh,  thou  eternal  God! 
Canst  #£o»  continue  so,  'with-snch  a  worjd? 

MEMMO. 

Thy  husband  yet  may  b.e  absolved* 

VABIKA» 

He  is; 
In  heaven.    I  pray  you,  signor  senator, 
Speak  not  of  that ;  you  are  a  man  of  .office, 
So  is  the  Doge )  he  has  a  son  at  stake, 
Now,  at  this  moment,  and  I  have  a  husband. 
Or  had,  they  are  there  \irithin,  or  were  at  least 
An  hour  since,  face  to  face,  as  judge  and  culprit : 
Will  7ie  condemn  him? 

•MEMMO. 

s 

I  trust  not. 

MABIIfA. 

But  if 

He  docs  not,  there  are  those  will  sentence  both. 

MEMAtO. 

They  can. 
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MABtNA. 

And  with  them  poorer  anJNidll^are'one 
In  wil^keclness:  -^  mj  husband's  lost! 


Not  so; 
Justice  is  judge  in  Venice. 

KAKNA. 

If  it  weie  so 
There  now  wonld  be  no  Venice.     Bofclstit 
Live  on,  so  the  good  die  not,  till  the  hour 
Of  nature's  sununons;  but  „the  Ten.-'s^  is  ^uifekerr 
And  we  must  wait  on.'t  Ah  ^  a  voice  of  wail ! 

[AfaMcry  ntithin.) 

Hark! 


'Twas  a-cry  olr— 


Ife,  no ;  «ot  my  husbwd'^s  — 
Not  Foscari's. 

MCKMO. 

The  voice  was  — 

MABINA. 

'Not  JiU  :  no. 
He  shriek  I  No^ihat  shiiuldbe  his  father's  part. 
Not  his—  not  his— , he  *  die  in  silence. 

{A  faint  groan  again  wiihin.) 
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MEKMO. 

>      What! 
Again? 

MARINA. 

His  voice !  it  seem'd  so :  I  will  not 
Believe  it    Should  he  shrink  ^  I  cannot  cease 
To  love;  but  —  no  — •  nd  —  no  —  it  mnt  have 

,      been 
A  fearful  pang  which  wrui^  a  groan  from  hii^ 

SEKATOB. 

And,  feeling  ft?  tjiy  buband'a  wroji(p,  W9^^t 

K       ^'    \  .*  .  thou 

Have  him  bear  more  than  mortal  pain^in  silence  ? 

MABINA. 

We  all  must  bear  our  tortures,     I  have  not 

licft  barren  Ihe  great  house  of  Foicari, 

Though  they  sweep  bi»th  the  Doge  and  son  from 

life; 
I  have  endured  as  much  in  giving  life 
To  those  who  will  suceeedtjiem,  as  they  can 
In  leaving  it:  but  mine  were  joyful  pangs; 
And  yet  they  wrung  jne  xilHt^uld  have  ^J^iek'd^ 
Btit  did  not  5  for  my  hop^insas  t^  bjring  forth. 
Heroesj  and  would  not  welcome  them  with  tears^ 


/  ■ ' 


MEMMO» 


All  's  silent  uow«^ 
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MASIVA. 

Perhaps  all 's  over;  Jbnt 
I  will  not  deem  it:  lie  Iiath  nerved  Iiiinsclf; 
And  now  defies  them* 


•  • '       ' 
.  Enter,  an.  Officer  futstifym 

3CEM1CO. 

How  iaow^  iriend^  what  seek  you ? 

OFFICEK. 

A  leech.  *  The  prisoner  has  fidnted. 

{Exit  Officer.) 

MEHHO* 

Lady, 
Twere, better  to  retire. 

SEKATAB  {ojftring  to  ombU  her). 

I  pray  thee  do  so^ 

Off! /wiU  tend.him.* 

You!  Remember,  lady! 
Ingress  is  given  to  none  within  those  chambers^  * 
Except  ,,the  Ten/<  and  their  fSuniliars. 

habina;:     y 

Well, 

I  know  that  none  who  enter  there  return 


As  they  have  eiitfiir?d  •*«  nurny  neverf  bat 
They  shall  not  balk  my:  «>itranc€|.       ' 

^MMO. 

Alas- this 
Is  but  to  cacpose  yourself  to  harsch  rej|ul.sej 
And  worse  suspense. 

MAjtINA. 

Who  shall  oppose  mo  ? 

They? 
Whose  duty  'tis  to  do  so. 

^bcabina; 

»Tjs  theit  duty     . 
To  trample  on  all  humi|n  feelings ,  all 
Ties  which  bind  man  to  man ,  to  emulate 
The  fitadsy  who  will  one  day  requite  them  in 
Variety  of  torturing!  Yet  I  '11  pass. 

V£MKO« 

It  is  impossible. 

That  shall  be  tried.  - 

Despair  defies  even  despotism :   there  is 
That  in  my  heart  would  make  its  way  through 

hosts  *  •  \j 

With  leveird  spears  $  atid  think  you  a  few^irailoTS- 
Shall  put  me  from  my  path  ?  Give  me»then;  .wayj 
This  is  the  Doye's  palace |  lam  wife     .  •'    •  ' 
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Of  the  th&e's  son,  t]f#  innoomU  DidnPs  sob; 
And  they  shall  Imr  lUi! 


It  >wll  only  serve 
More  to  exasperate  his  judges. 

MARINA. 

What 

Are/w^es  who  give  way  to  anger?  they 

YMio  do  so  are  assassins.    <five  me  way. 

{Exit  Marina.) 

SENATOIL 

Poor  lady ! 

HEMXO. 

»Tis  mere  desperation ;  she 

Will  not  be  admitted  o*er  the  threshold. 

•  •■•  .       . 

SENATOR. 

'  •    ^Aiid 

Even  if  she  be  so ,  cannot  save  her  husband* 
But,  see ,  *the  officer  returns. 
{The  Ofj^cer  passes  jwer.  the  stage  with  another 

person,)      .     '  * 

..   :  .      I  hardly    ^ 

Thought  that  the  Ten  had  even  this  touch  of  pity. 
Or  would  permit  assistance  to  thia  sufferer. '  .  - 

8BNAXOB* 

Rty !  Is  »t  pity  to  recall  t<^;feeliiig  -       .  /•    . 


The  wretcli*too  haf^y  to  escape  to  death 

By  the  eoiiyaisionate  tmnee^  p6or  nattH^li  1^ 

liesoiirce  agauist  the  tyravny  bf  paia  ? 

*  -      ••  Is' 

I  marvel  they  condemn  him  not  at  once. 

aXVATOfi. 

That's  not  tlieir  policy;  they'd  liave  him  live, 
Because  he  fears  notdeath;  and  banish  him^ 
Because  all  earth ,  except  his  native  land^ 
To  him  is  ohe  "wid^  prison :,  and  each  breatli  • 
Of  foreign  air  he  di«iv6  .aeems  a.alew  poi$6% 
ConsomingbntnotiulliBg*  1 

'-   '•  .  ......  .n  • -fSrcnmstance 

Confirms  bis  cxdinea ,  but  he  airows  them  not;    t 

BJBIfiATOa. 

l)oiie>  save  tbc^  letter;  which  heaays  was  written^ 
.Addressed  to  Milan's  duke>  in  the  full  knowledge 
That  ;is  would  fall  into  the  senate's  handr, 
And  thus  he  should  be  re  -  convey'd  to  Venice. 

MEMMO. 

But  as  a  culprit.  * 

SENATOR."   ■'  .•.*.•!. 

Yes,  but  to  his  country; 
And  Hut  WAS  all  he  song^t^  s^  he  avouphes*  :  .  '. 

The  accusation  of  the  brifc^s  !ttra#.  proved.     '       i 
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SEKATOB* 

Kot  de«rly>  and  the  cku^e  of  Iiomicide 
Has  been  annulled  by  the  death -bed  conftsaion 
Of  Nicolas  Entzo ,  who  slew  the  late 
Chief  of,,  the  Ten" 


Then  why  not  clear  hiin  ?         ' 

SEKATOR. 

'  That 
They  ought  to  answ^ ;  for  it  is  well  known 
That  Almoro  Donado,  as  I  saidj 
.Was  slain  by  Eriaao  for  private  Tengeance. 

BIKMMO. 

The^  most  be  more  in  this  strange  process  than 
The  apparent  cnmes  of  the  accused  disclose  ^- 
But  here  come  two  of  „the  Ten;**  let  ns  relipe. 

{ExeufU  Memuo  and  Semaior.) 

Enter  Lobedako  and  Babbabigo.* 

BABBABiGo  {culdresUng)  lokedano). 
That 'were  too  mncfa:  beUeve  me,  'twas  not  meet 
The  trial  should  go  further  at  this  moment. 

I.OBBDAKO. 

And  so  the  Council  must  break  up,  and  Justice 
Pause  in  her  full  career,  because  a  woman 
Breaks  in  on  out  dclil>erations  ? 


AN    BiSTORICAIi    TBAOBDY*  35 

*  BA8BAUOO. 

No, 
That  's  not  the  cause;  you  saw  the  prisoner's 

4tato» 

And  had  he  not  recovered? 

BABBAAIOO. 

1*0  relapse 
Upon  the  least  renewal.    ^ 

XiOAEDANO,^ 

'Twas  not  tried. 

BABBARIGO. 

'Tis  vain  to  murmur;  the  majority 
In  council  were  against  yon« 

liOBEDANd. 

Thanks  to  you ,  sir, 
And  the  old  dueal  dotard,  who  combined 
The  worthy  voices  which  overruled  my  owit* 

BABBABIGO. 

I  am  a  ^udge ;  but  must  confess  that  part 
Of  our  stern  duty,  which  prescribes  theQueStioUi 
And  bids  us  sit  and  see  its  sharp  infliction^ 
Makes  me  wish— - 

LOBEIIANO. 

What? 
Vol.  XII.  C 
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That  yoa  would  9ametimes  fed. 
As  I  do  almys. 

.  XOBBDANOu 

Go  to,  yon  ^re  a  cli3d. 
Infirm  of  fecsUng  as  of  purpose,  blown 
About  bj  every  breath,  shook  by  a  sigh. 
And  melted  by  a  tear—  a  precious  judge 
For  Venice!  and  a  worthy  statesman  to 
Be  partner  in  my  policy ! 

He  shed 

No 


He  cried  out  twice. 


A  saint  had  done  so^ 
Eren  with  the  crown  of  glory  in  his  eye. 
At  such  ^■^h"™**  artifice  of  pain 
As  was  forced  on  him;  but  he  did  not  ay 
For  pity;  not  a  word  nor  groan  escaped  him^ 
And  those  two  shrieks  were  not  in  si^pKcation, 
But  vrang  from    pangs,    and  followed  by  no 

praTei:s. 


He  muttered  many  tines  between  hislEC&^ 
But  iitarlicttktrfT. 


«<•«  t  ♦   * 


,  \..\ts. 


<r 


BABBASt^O. 

Tliatlheiisifd'^t; 
Yon  stood  more  near. him. 

*-  \  X.OK£X>A]^0. 

I  I  didsao. 

• .  ^ »    .»    • 

MethoQglity  . . , 
To  my  surprise  too,  yonwere;toacI|.'d  with  JHQ^y^ 
And  were  the  first  to  call  oix%  for  assistancQ     . 
When  he  was  failing. 

IiQKEDAKO.  •       , 

I  believed,  that  swoon 
His  last. 

BARBAmOO*  '  .  , 

And  have  I  not  oft  heard  thee  name 
His  and  his  father's  death  yoor  nearest  i^sh? 

I<OB£nAKO.  . 

If  he  dies  innocent  |  that  is  to  say. 

With  his  guilt  unavow'd,  he  »11  be  lamented*  ,  ,  • 

BAABABIGp. 

*  • 

What ,  wouldst  thou  slay  his  memory  ? 

iiOAEDAKO. 

Wouldst  thou  havp 
His  state  descend  to  his  children  as  it  must^  * 
If  he  die  unattainted? 

'     SABiplaiob. 

War  with  thiwi,  toto  ?.    •    '.     ( f 

C  2 


t» 


»  <  -     t        ,4 
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Widiall  Aeirlimifte^ffl  tfaeifsi^iidne  are  nothing. 

BAMiAmcol 
And  tlie  deep  agony  of  his  psde  wife/ 
And  the  repressed  convulsion  of  the  high 
And  princely  hrow  of  his  old  father  which 
Broke  forth  in  a  slight  shuddering,  though  rarely. 
Or  in  so&e  chnnniy  drops ,  soon  wiped  away 
In  ftem  serenity;  thede  moved  you  not? 

(^if  L0BBDA.K0.) 
He  's  nient  in  his  hate ,  as  Posc|vi 
Was  in  his  suffering;  and  the  poor  wretch  mo- 

Ted  me 
More  by  his  silence  than  a  thousand  outcries 
Could  have  efl^cted.    'Twas  a  df  eadful  sight 
When  his  distracted  wife  broke  through  into 
The  hall  of  our  tribunal ,  and  beheld 
What  we  could  scarcely  look  'ipon,  long  used 
To  such  sights.  I  must  think  no  more  of  thU, 
Lest  I  forget  in  this  compassion  for 
Our  foes  their  former  injuries ,  and  lose 
The  hold  of  vengeance  Loredano  plans 
For  him  and  me;  but  mine  would  be  content 
With  lesser  retribution  than  he  thirsts  for, 
And^I  would  mitigate  his  deeper  hatred 
To  milder  thoughts;  but  for  the  present,  Foscari 
Has  a  short  hourly  respite ,  granted  at. 
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The  instance  of  the  elders  of  the  Connciiy 
Moved  doubtless  hj  his  wife's  appearance  in 
The  halli .  and  his  own  sufferings.  <—  I40!  they 

come : 
How  feeble  and  forlorn!  I  cannot  bear 
To  look  on  (hem  again  in  this  extremity: ' 
I  'U  hence  ^  and  try  to  soften  Loredano. 

(Exii  Qarbabtgo.) 
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^  J7a//  in  the  Doge*s  Palace. 


The  Doge   and  a  Senator. 

9 

SENATOR. 

Is  it  your  pleasure  to  sign  the  report 
Now,  or  postpone  it  till  to-morrow ? 

DOGE« 

Now; 
I  overlooL'd  it  yesterday:  it  wants 
M^yely  tlie  signature.     Give  me  the  pen  — 

{T?ie  DooB  sits  down  and  signs  the  paper.) 
There  >  signor. 

8FNATOB  (looking  at  the  paper). 
You  Lave  forgot ;  it  is  not  sign'd. 

BOOE. 

Not  sigii'd  ?  All ,  I  perceive  my  eyes  begin 
To  wax  more  weak  with  age.     t  did  not  see 
That  I  had  dipp'd  the  pen  without  effisct. 


V 
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flENATOB  [dipping  theptn  it^to  the  ink  ^  andplac" 

.  i^g  the  paper  before  the  Doge). 
Your  han^j  too^    shaken ^  ,my  lord:    allow  me, 

thus  — 

DOOJS. 

'Tis  done,  I  thank  yoQ. 

SENATOR.' 

Thus  the  act  confirmed 
By  you  and  by  „the  Ten,"  ^vj?3.  peace  to  Venice.. 

DOGE. 

^s  long  aince  she  enjpy'd  it :  may  it  be 
As  long  ere  she  resume  her  arms  I 

SENATOR. 

-  Tis  almost 

Thirty  foui::yeara  0£  neairiy  ceaaelesa  warfare 
With  the  Turk,  or  t^e  powers  of  Italy; 
The  state  had  need  of  some  repose. 

'  No  doiibt'; 
I  found  her  queen  of  ooean ,  and  I  leave  her 
Lady  of  Lombardy ;  it  is  ia  comfort 
That  I  have  added  to  her  diadem 
The  g^ns  of  Brescia  a^d  JRavenna;  Grema 
And  Bergamo  no  less  ar^  hers;  her  realm 
By  land  hasjjrown  by  thus  mucrh  in  my  rcigi}> 
While  her  sea  ^  sway  has  ^ot  shrunk* 
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8SKATOB. 

Tis  most  true^ 
Aiid  merits  all  our  country's  gratitude.    > 

DOGS. 

Perhaps  so. 

SENATOR. 

>  WMcb  should  be  made  manifest 

DOGS. 

I  hare  not  complained,  sir.  « 

SENATOR. 

My  good  lord,  ftrgive  me. 
Doge. 
For  what? 

senator; 
My  heart  bleeds  for  you. 

•DOGS. 

For  me,  signor? 

8SNATOR, 

And  for  your  — 

nooE« 
Stop! 

SENATOR, 

I  must  have  way/  my  lord ; 
I  ]nTe«too  many  duties  towards  you 
And  all  your  house,  for  past  and  present  kindness, 
Not  to  feel  deeply  for  your  son. 
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DOOE« 

Was  tins 
In  your  commission? 

S£KATOR. 

What,  my  lord? 

.  DOGE. 

This  prattle 
Of  things  you  know  nOt :  but  the  treafy's  sign'd ; 
Return  with  it  to  them  who^si^nt  yoti, 

'  S£3PkTOR. 

Obey.  I  had  in  charge,  too,  from  the  Cotmoil    ' 
7hat  yott  would  fix  an  hour  for  their  re  -  union. 

Say^  when  they  will  —  now,  even  at  this  mo- 
ment, 
If  it  so  please  them :  I  am  the  state'^  serva^nt* 

SEKA'TOR. 

They  would  lAcpord  3oiw  tii»e  fpr  yow  repose. 

DOGS. 

I  have  no  repose,  that  is ,  none'  which  shall  cause 
The  loss  of  an  hour's  time  unto  the  state, 
lict  them  meet  when  they  will,  I  shall  be  found 
Where  \  should  be,  and  what  I  have  bee^erev. 

[Exit  Senatod.) 
{The  DoQZ  remains  ird'eUenqe) 
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Enter  an  Attendant* 

ATTEND  AHT. 

0 

Prince! 

DOGS. 

r 

Say  on. 

ATTKHDAKT. 

The  illustrious  lady  Foscaii 
Requests  an  audience. 


Bid  her  enter.    Poor 

Marina!  ■       i 

{BasU  Attendant.) 

(TAeDoGK  remudns  in  ntence  at  before.) 

Enter  Marina. 


IhareTentured^  father^'  on 
Your  privacy. 


I  have  none  from  you>  my  child. 
Command  isj  time  ^  when  not  commanded  by 
The  |taite. 


I  wished  to  speak  to  you  oC  him. 
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BOCS. 

Your' Husband? 

t  ■  •  t  ■  •  >      1  I       ••  <•      .   M  f         ■ 

'  HARIKA. 

•.     •  •  •  •  .» 

And  yonr  son, 

DOGE. 

•       >  •     »    ■ 

Prbceed,  my  daughter! 

MARINA. 

11:,       .     .,  .  ^-    ,^     •^.  •       -      .• 

I  had  obtained  permission  from  „tlie  Ten** 
To  attend  my  busband  for  a  limited  number 
Of  honrs. 


.«  . '  1 


'    «         >  '  •  A 


no6£. 


You  had  so. 

MARIKA. 

Tis  revoked. 

DOGE. 

By  whom? 

„The  Ten.^'— Wh^tt  we  had  reach'd  ,,tbo  Bridge 

'of  SigBs,<* 
Which  I  prepared  to  pass  with  Foscari/ 
The  gloomy    guardian  of  that  passage  first 
Demurred :  a  messenger  was  sent  back  to 
i,The  Ten;"  but  a*  the  court  no  longer  sate, 
And  no  permission  had  been  given  in  ^  writings 
I  was  thrust  back ,  with  the  assurance  that ' 
Until  that  high  tribunal  re «-  assembled 
Tbb  dungeon  :wall8  must  still  divide  us. 
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BQGB« 

Jvuey 
The  form  has  been  omittc^cj  in  the  haste 
With  which  the  coprt  adjourn'd,  and  till  it  meets 
.Tisdnbioua, 

Till  it  meets !  and  when  it  meets^ 
They  'U  tqrture  hAi  again;  and  he  an4 1 
Must  puychas^  by  renewal  ot  tjie  rack 
The  interview  of  husband  and  of  wife. 
The  holiest  tie  beneatli  tfep  heavens?  —  Oli  God ! 
^    Dost  tliou  see  this? 

PPQ£. 

ChilA— '  child— 

MABiKA.  {abruptfyy 

Call  nw  not  J,childl" 

You  soon  will  have  |io  children  — you  deserve 

You,  who  caa  talk  thus  calmly  of  a  son 

In  circumstances  which  would  call  forth  tears 

Of  bloQ4  if  om  Spartws  I  Though  these  di4  not 

Their  boys  who  died  in  battle,  is  it  written 
That  they  beheld  them  perish  piecemeal,  nor 
StrctcVcifQXtb  ahand.to  save  them? 

na&£. 

You  bchoH  me: 
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I  cannot  weep*—  I  wbnld  I  could;  .but  tf-    - 

XSach  wbito  hair  on  this  head  wel*e  a  ^iuig  Iift> 

Thid  dncltl  cap  the  diadem  of  iearth. 

This  ducal  ring  inrith  which  I  wed  thew^iro^ 

A  talisman  to  still  them  —  I  *d  give  all 

For  Jdttu  .  .       ,       . 

With  less  he  surely  might  be  taved. 

^  noG^. 

That  answer  only  shows  you  know  not  Venice* 
Alas !  how  should  you  ?  she  knows  not  herself^ 
In  all  her  mystery.  Hear  me  —  they  who  aim 
At  Foscari ,  aim  no  less  at  his  father ; 
The  sire's  destruction  would  not  daye  the  aon^ 
They  work  by  diiferent  means  to  the  same  end|' 
And  that  is  —  but  they  have  not  conquer 'd  yet. 

MAIUKA. 

«  •  •  • 

But  they  have  crushed.  , 

Nor  crushed  as  yet  —  I  live. 

MARINA. 

And  your  son,  —  how  long  will  he  live  ? 

I  trust, 
For  all  that  yet  is  past ,  as  many  years 
And  happier  than  his  father.    The  rash  boy^ 


'V 
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With  woxnaimh  impatiencb  to  retariiy         . 

Hath  niin'd  all  by  that  detected  letter  )* 

A  high  crime^  which  I  neither  can  ioay 

Kor  palliate,  as  parent  or  as  Duke: 

Had  he  but  borne  a  little^i  ixttle  longer    r 

His  Candiote  exile^  I  had  hopes -—he  has  qni^ch'd 

them— 
He  most  return.    *  . 

HARIKA. 

To  extte? 

nOGJB. 

'  I  have  said  it. 

MARINA. 

And  can  I  not  go  with  him  ? 

noG£. 

You  well  know 
This  prayer  of  yonrs  was  twice  denied  before 
By  the  assembled  ,,Ten,''  and  hardly  now 
Will  be  accorded  to  a  third  request^ 
Since  aggravated  errors  on  the  part 
Of  yonr  lord  rendeirs  them  still  more  austere. 


Austere  ?  Atrodons !  The  old  haman  fiends. 
With  one  foot  in  the  grave,  with  dim  eyes,  strange 
To  tears  save  drops  of  dotage,   with  long  white 
And  scanty  hairs,  and  shaking  hands,  and  heads 
As  palsied  as  Iheir  hearts  are  hardy  they  cmoobO, 
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t 

Cabal ,  and  put  menu's  lives  out,  as  if  life 

Were, MO  more  than  the  feclfcgs  long  extingaisli^d 

In  their  accursed  bosoms.  ,, 

DOOS. 

*         .  You  Icnow  not  — 

I  do— '  I  do—  and  so  should  you,  methinks  — 
That  these  are  demons:  could  it  be  else  that 
Men,  who  hiave  been  of  women  born  and  stfok- 

led  — 
.Who  have  loved,   or  talk'd  at  least  of  love  *- 

have  given  • 
Their  hands  in  sAcr^d  tows-^  have  daneed  Ibeir 

Upon  their  knees,  periiaps  have  mourn'd  above 

them  '  . 

In  pain,  in  x^ril,  or  in  death —who  are,  \ 
Or  iirete  at  least  in  seeming  human,  ict^oiUd 
Do  as  they  have  done  by  yours,  and  3rouyourself, 
You,  who  abet  them? 

boGE. 

•     -  •    •    « 

I  forgive  this,  far, 
You  know  not  what  you  say. 

MAKINA. 

You  knew  it'W^Uf 
And  feel  it  nothing. 
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DOGS. 

1 

I  Iiavfr  borne  so  muchi 
Tliat  words  IiaTe  ceased  to  shake  me. 

Qh^  no  doubt! 
Yoa  have  seen  your  son's  Uood  flow^  and  your 

flesh  shook  not; 
And>  after  that^  what  are  a  woman's  words? 
No  more  than  woman's  tears  >  that  they  should 

shake  yon. 
nooB«.  ■ 
Woman,  this  ckoHorons  grief  of  thine,  I  tell  thee, 
la  no  more  in  the  balance  w^^'d  wifli^that 
Which  *-*  but  I  pity  thee,  my  poor  Marina! 


JKty  my  husband,  or  least  it  firomme; 
Pity  thy  son!  3%o»  pity !  — 'tis  a  word 
Strange  to  thy  heart  —  how  came  it  on  thy  ||pa? 


I  nmst   bear   these  reproaches,   tfaoii«^    they 

wrong  me« 
Oonldst  thou  hnt  read  -^ 


Tis  not  upon  thy  brow. 
Nor  %!  thine  eyes,  nor  in  thineacts, — whct^then 
Should  I  behold  this  sympathy?  or  shafl? 
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POOS  (pointing  don^nwardsy. 
Therel 

* 

Mi^INA. 

In  tlie  earth  ? 

DdGE, 

To  wliich  I  am  tending :  wlien 
It  lies  upon  tliis  heart,  far  lightlier,  though 
Loaded  with  marble,    ihan^  the  thoughts  which' 

press  it 
Kow,  you  will  know  tno  better. 

MA^IINA. 

Are  you^  tiien, . 
'  Indeed,  thus  to  be  pitied?  .  . 

pitied!  Non6  :     c  .   . 
Shall  eter  in^Jhat  base  ^ord;,  *with  yvhUiiimea  :^ 
Cloke  their  soul's  hparded  trxxtniph,  as  a^fiti^onid^ 
To  ziungle''with  my  name ;  that  name  shall  be>  i 
As  far  a3  /  have  borne  it,  what  it  was     \  .  Ji  ..  . 
When  .1  received  it. 

But  for  the  poor  children 
or  him  thon  canst  not,  or  thou  wilt  not  «ave^ 
You  were  tiie  last  to  bear  it 

,       DOGE. 

.  Would  it  wcrcsql 
roL  XIL  D 
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Better  for  him  he  nerer  had  been  born, 
Better  for  me.  — -  I  have  seen  our  house  disho- 

nour'd. 

MARIKA. 

That  'a  false!  A  truer,  nobler,  trustier  heart, 
More  loving ,  or  more  loyal ,  never  beat 
Within  a  human  breast.    I  would  not  change 
My  exiled,  persecuted,  mangled  husband,' 
Oppressed  but  not  disgraced,  crushed,  overwhelmed. 
Alive,  or  dead,  for  prince  or  paladin 
In  story  or  in  fable,  with  a  world 
To  back  his  suit.  Dishonour'd!^-*  he  dishonour^! 
I  tell  thee.   Doge,   'tis  Venice  is  dishonoured; 
His  name  shall  be  her  foulest,  worst  reproach. 
For  what  he  suffers ,  not  for  what  he  did. 
Tit  T^who  are  all  traitors,  tyrant!  ««*  ye! 
DM  ^JO\k  but  love  your:  country  like  this  victim 
WhQ  totters  back  in  chains  to  tortures ,  and 
Submits  to  all  things  rather  than  to  exile. 
You  'd  fling  yourselves  before  him,  and  implore 
is  grace  for  your  enormous  gaQt 


]>O02« 

He  was 
'  Indeed  all  you  have  said.   .  I  better  bore 
The  deaths  of  the  two  sons  Heaven  took  firom  me 
Than  Jacopo's  disgrare. 


i 
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MARINA. 

Tliat  word  again? 

:     DOGE. 

Has  he  not  been  -qondemn'd  ? 

MARj^NA. 

Is  nbti^.ihtit  giiflt  SO?     L 
o'.^...;      i)o(iE. 
Time  may  restore  Lis  memory—  I  would  hope  so. 
He  was  my  pride, 'niy  -^  but  'tis  useless  now  — 
I  am  not  given  to  tears ,  but  wept  for  joy 
When  he  ^as  bo|:?i:i;  those  dropA  iv;er9.  osiinous^ 

I  say  he  's  innoceigtc] .  ^d  were  he  not  so, 

Is  our  own  blood^and  kin  to  shrint  frotn  is  »   '  -"^ 

In  fatal  m^m^ntft?    ^ 

.^BOO£«  •*'•• 

r   .  "^  .  ^'.rshratlfcjmxf  from  him: 
But  I  have  other  duties  than  a  father's; 
The   state  would  not  dispense  me  from  those 

Twice  I  demanded  it ,  but  was^  refused^ 
They  must  then.b©  fta^ird. 

Enter  an  Atteti^r^t:-  ^^        -  '^^  ^* 

ATTENJ>ANr.. 

A  message  ff  on?      .,     ,,  \ 

„Thc  Tcn« 

13  2 
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DOGE. 

Wlio  bears  it? 

ATTENDANT. 

Noble  Loredaiio. 

^  DOGE* 

He'j  — '  but  admit  him. 

{Exii  Attendant^ 

MARINA. 

Must  I  then  retire? 

DOGE. 

Perhaps  it  is^not  requisite ,  if  this 
Concerns  your  husband,    and  if  not—  Well^ 
^  signer. 

Your  pleasure! 

{To  LoKBDANo  entering.) 

i^ohebano. 

I  bear  that  of  „the  Ten."     . 

DOGE. 

They 
Have  chosen  well  their  envoy. 

V     •       '  '   liOREDANO. 

•    'Us  their  choice. 
Which  leads  me  here. 

DOGE. 

It  does  their  wisdom  honour, 
And  no  less  to  their  courtesy.  —.Proceed. 
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LOILEJ>AKO« 

We  have  decided. 

We?, 

I«ok£I)AKO; 

^,TIie  Ten  «  ill  council. 

DOGE.  "^ 

What!  have  they  met  again,  and  met  ^thont 
Apprizing  me  ? 

Iloredako. 

They  wish'd  to  spare  your  feelings, 
No  less  than  age* 

DOGE. 

That's  new—- M^ien  spared  they  either? 
I  tliank  them,  notwithstanding. 

JLOREDAKO. 

You  know  well 
That  they  have  power  to* act  at  fheir  discretion. 
With  or  without  the  presence  of  tte  Doge. 

DOGE. 

'Tis  some  years  since  I  leam'd  this,  long  before 
I  became  Doge,  or  ^ream'd  of  such  advancement. 
You  heed  not  school  me,  signer :  I  sate  in      ^ 
That  council  when  you  were  a  youjig  patrician. 

liOBEDANO. 

True ,  in  my  father's  time;  I  have  heard  him  and 
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The  admiral 7  his  brother,  say  as  much. 
,    Your  highness  may  remember  them  5  they  both 
Died  suddenly. 

]!»OGE. 

And  if  they  did  so ,  better 
So  die  than  ]vve  on  lingeringly  in  pain. 

I.OBE13ANO. 

No  doubt  5  yetnlostmen  like  to  live  their  days  out. 

DOGE. 

And  did  not  they? 

•    .        itOK£nA]$rov 
The  grave  know*  best:  they  died, 
As  I  said,  suddenly. 

DOOE. 

Is  that  so  strange 
That  you  repeat  the  word  emphatically  ? 

l^QREDANO. 

So  far  from  ^t^-ang^,  that  never  waa,there  death 
In  my  mind  half  so  natural  as  theirs. 
Think  you  not  so  ? 

:   POGB.        „. . 
\J'hat  should  J  think  of  mortals? 

That  they  haye  ^ort^  foep. 

DOGE. 

♦  Innterstandyou; 
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Your  sires  were  txdap,  loid  you  are  Iieir  in  all 

things. 

I.OB£nA2fO*     . 

'  You  best  know  if  I  should  be  so. 

'  DOGS. 

I  do. 
Your  fathers  were  my  foes  ,  and  I  have  heard 
Foul  rumours  were  abroad^  I  have  also  read 
'Their  epitaph ,  attributing  their  deaths 
To  poison.    'Tis  perhaps  as  true  as  most 
Inscriptions  upon  tombs  ^  and  yet  no  less 
A  fable.  - 

I.OREDANO. 

Who  dares  say  so? 

*   '   .  .     .  '  (• 

,  DOGE. 

I !  — .  'Tis  true 
Your  fathers  were  mine  enemies ,  as  bitter 
As  their  son  e'er  can  be^  and  I  no  less 
Was  theirs ;  but  I  was  openly^ ihelv  foe : 
I  never  work'd  by  plot  in  council ,  nor 
Cabal  in  commonwealth,  nor  secret  means 
Of  practice  against  life  by  steel  or  drug. 
The  proof  is  |  your  existence., 

I.QR£I>ANO, 

I  fear  not. 

DOGE, 

You  have  no  causei' being  what  {  am  j  but  were  i 
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That  you  would  liavfe  me  thought,  you  long  ere 

now 
Were  past  the  sense  of  fear.  Hate  on;  I  care  not, 

I^ORSOANO. 

I  never  yet  knew  that  a  noble's  life 
In  Venice  had  to  dread  a  Doge's  frown. 
That  is  J  by  open  means. 

X)OG]E, 

But  I,  good  signor, 
Am,  or  at  least  ufos^  xnore  than  a  mere  duke. 
In  blood,  in  mind,  in  ineans ;  and  that  they  know 
Who  dreaded  to  elect  me,  and  have  since 
Striven  all  they  dare  to  weigh  me  down :  be  sure. 
Before  or  since  that  period ,  had  I  held  you 
At  so  much  price  as  to  jrequire  your  absence, 
A  word  of  mine  had  set  such  spirits  to  work 
As  would  have  made  you  nothing.  But  in  all  things 
I  have  observed  the  strictest  reverence;. 
Not  for   the  laws   alone,    for   those  you  have 

strain'd 
(I  do  not  speak  oi you  but  as  a  single 
Voice  of  the  many)  somewhat  beyond  what 
I  could  enforce  for  my  authority 
Were  I  disposed  to  brawl;  but,  as  I  said, 
I  have  observed  with  veneration,  like 
A  priest's  for  the  high  altar,  even  unto  . 
The  sacrifice  of  my  own  blood  and  quiet, 
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S«tfety  and  all  save  hononr  ^  the  decrees^ 

The  health,  the  pride,  and  welfare  of  the  state. 

And  now,  sir,  to  yoxir  burinesa,    [ 

*Tis  decreed. 
That,  without  farther  repetition  of 
The  Question ,  or  continuance  of  the  trial,. 
Which  only  tends  to  show  how  stubborn  guilt  is," 
(,,The  Ten,*^  dispensing  with  the  stricter  law 
■"Wliich  still  prescribes  the  Question  till  a  full 
Confession,  and  the  prisoner  partly  having 
Avow'd  his  crime  in  not  denying  that 
The  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Milan's  his,) 
James  Foscari  return  to  banishment. 
And  sail  in  the  san?ie  galley  which  convey'd  him. 

Thank  God !  At  least  they  will  not  drag  him  more 
Before  that  horrible  tribunal..    Would  he 
But  think  so,  to  wy  mind  the  happiest  doom. 
Not  he  alone,  but  all  who  dwell  here,  could 
Desire,  were  to  espace  from  such  k  l«nd. 

DOGS. 

That  is  not  a  Venetian  thought,  my  daughter. 

MARINA. 

Nrf>  tVas  too  human.    May  I  share  his  exile« 

.     LOREDANO. 

Of  this  „the  Tcn^«  said  nothing- 
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MABINA. 

Sol  tEoiiglit:    , 
Tliat  were  too  kuman ,  bIm.    But  it  was  not 
Itiliibited? 

I^OBEDANO* 

It  was  not  named. 

MABINA  (lO    the  3)OG£). 

Tlicn,  father, 
Surely  you  can  obtain  ot  grant  me  thus  much : 

(7b  LOBEDANO.) 

And  you,  sir,  not  oppose  my  prayer  to  be 
Permitted  to  accompany  my  husband. 

OOC£. 

I  will  endeavour. 

*  IfARINA. 

And  you,  signor  ? 

JiORZDANO. 

f  Lady! 

»Tis  not  for  me  to  anticipate  the  pleasure 
Of  the  Uibunal. 

HABIKA. 

Pleasure !  what  a  word* 
To  use  for  the  decrees  of  -^ 

DOGE. 

Daughter,  know  you 
In  what  a  presence  you  prononncq  these  things  ? 
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•  .     Mabika. 

A  prince's  and  his  subject's. 

r 

LOREDANO. 

Subject! 

MAMNA. 

Oh! 

It  galls  you :  —  well ,  you  are  his  equal ,  as 
You  tliink;  but  that  you  are  not,  nor  would  be, 
•Were  he   a  peasant r^ —  well,  then,  you^e^  a 

prince^ 
A  princely  noble  j  and  what  then  am  I  ? 

1.0REDAN0. 
The  offspring  of  a  noble  house. 

MARINA. 

And  wedded 
To  one  as  noble.    What  or  whose ,  then,  is 
The  presence  that  should  silence  my  free  thoughts  ? 

LOREDAJfO. 

The  presence' of  your  husband's  judges. 

DOGE. 

And 
The  deference  due  even  to  the  lightest  word 
That  falls  from  those  who  rule  in  Venice.   , 

MARINA. 

Keep 
Those  maxims  for  your  mass  of  scared  mechanics, 
Your  mei^antS;  your  Dalmatian  aiid  Greek  slaves, 
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Your  tributai'ies,  your  dumb  citizens, 

And  mask'd  nobility,  your  sbirri,  and 

Your  spies ,  your  galley  and  your  otlier  slaves, 

To    wliom   your    midnight    carr3rings     off    and 

drowjiings, 
Your  dungeons  next  tlie  palace  roofs ,  or  under 
The  water's  level ;  your  mysterious  meetings. 
And  unknown  dooms,  and  sudden  executions. 
Your  ,,Bridge  of  Sighs,"  your  strangling  chamber, 

and    . 
Your  torturing  instruments,  have  made  yo  seem 
The  beings  of  another  and  worse  world ! 
Keep  such  for  them:  I  fear  ye  not.  I  know  ye; 
Have  known  and  proved  your  wox'st,  in  the  in- 
fernal 
Process  of  my  poor  husband !  Treat  me  as 
Ye  treated  him :  —  you  did  so ,  in  so  dealing 
"With  him.    Then  what  have  I  to  fear  from  you. 
Even  if  I  were  of  fearful  nature,  which 
I  trust  I  am  not  ? 

DOGE.  I 

You  hear ,  she  speaks  wildly. 

MARINA. 

Not  wisely,  yet  not  wildly. 

I.OR£nAKO. 

.  Lady!  words 
Utter'd  within  these  walls ,_  I  bear  no  further 
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Tlian  to  the  threshold,  saving  such  as  pass 
Between  the  JDulie  and  me  on  the  state'Ss  service. 
Doge!  have  you  aught -in  answer? 

i)oa£. 

,    ■  Something  from 

The  Doge;  it  may  be  dlso  from  a' parent. 

'     Ii6R£i>ANO. 

My  mission  ?iere  is  to  the  Uoge, 

.DOGE. 

Then  say 
The  Doge  will  choose  his  own  ambassador, 
Or  state  in  person  what  is  meet;  and  for  - 
The  father  — 

XOREDANO. 

I  remember  mine.*^  Farewell ! 
I  kiss  the  hands  of  the  illustrious  lady, 
And  bt)w  me  to  the  Duke. 

{Exit  LoBEDAKO.) 
SIABIKA. 

Are  you  conteiit? 

DOGE,  .     , 

I  am  what  you  behold. 

MABXKA. 

And  that's  a  m^rstery. 

DOGE. 

All  things  are  so  to  moi'tals;  who  can  read  fliem* 
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Save  he  w|io  made?  or^  if. they  caii^  the  few  ..    < 
And  gifted  spirits ,  who  have  stitdied  long ,     - 
That  loathsome  volume  -^  m^n^  and  pored  upon 
Those   black  and  bloody  Jeaves   his  heart  and 

'  •  .       .    .  brain , 

But  learn  a  magic  which;  jijecpilsupori    ' 
The  adept  who  pursues  it  ?>  ajl  the  sins 
We  find  in  others,  nature  :niade  our  own  j 
All  our  advantages  are  those  of  fortune; 
Birth,  wealth,  health,  beauty,  archer  accidents, 
And  when  we  cry  out  against  Fate ,  'twere  well 
We  yshould  remember  Fortune  can  take  nought 
Save  wiiat  she  gdve  —  the  rest  was  nakedness, 
And  lusts,  and  appetites,  and  vanities. 
The  universal  heritage ,   to  battle 
With  as  we  may,   and  least  in  humblest  stations. 
Where  hunger  swallows  all  in  one  low  want, 
And  the  original  ordinance ,  that  man 
Must  sweat  for  his  poor  pittance,  keeps  all  pas— 

sidns 
Aloof,  Save  fear  of  famine!    All  is  low, 
And  false,  and  hollow*^  cliy  from  first  to  last. 
The  prince's  urn  no  less  than  potter's  vessel.  ' 
Our  fame  is  in  men's  breath ,  our  lives  upon 
Less  than  their  breath ;  our  durance  upon  days, 
Our  days  on  seasons,  our  whole  being  on 
Somcthhig  which  is  not  us!  ^^  So,  we  are  d^y^s. 
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The  greatest  as  the  jmeauest  *—  nothing  rests 
Upon  our  will;  the  will  itself  no  less 
Depends  upon  a  straw  than  bn:  a  Atorm; 
And  when  we  think  we  lead ,  we  are  most  led,  ' 
And  still  tQ;yK:ards  deaths  a  thing  which  comes  as 

much 
Without  our  act  or  choice ,  as  birth ,  so  that 
Methinks  wq  must  have  sinned  in  some  old  worlds 
And  this  is  hell:  the  best  is«   that  it  is  not 
Eternal, 

IVIARINA,"  "•  ' 

These  are  things  we  cannot  Judge 
On.parth. 

And  licW  thun  sh^l  wQ^udge  .each ,  plit^>  / 
Who  are  all  earth',  andT,  who  am  call'd  upton 
To  judge  my  son  ?  I  have  administer'd 
My  country  fai^fuUy  —  victoriously— • 
I  dare  the^i  tq  tihe  proofs  the  chart  of  what 
She  was  ancl.i^*  my  reign  has  doubled  realms  j 
And;  in  reward;  the  gratitude  of  Venice     . 
Has  left^  pi:  is  about  to  leave,  me  single. 

MA31IN4;,  ; 

And  Foscari  ?  I  do  not  think  of  such  things,  . 
So  I  be  left  with  him. 

DOGE. 

You  shall  be.  so; 
Thus  much  they*  cai;not  welt  3eny. 
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KARIKA. 

And  if 
The  J  sliould  ^  I  will  ily  with  liiin. 

DOCE. 

That  can*  ne'er  be. 
And  whither  would  you  fly? 

« 

HARINA. 

1  know  not,  reck  not  — 
To  Syria,  Egypt,  to  the  Ottoman — ' 
Any  where,  where  we  might  respire  Tinfetter'd, 
And  live  nor  gii*t  by  spies ,  nor  liable 
To  edicts  of  inquisitors  of  state. 

DOGS. 

\Vhal9w0nIdst  tiionliave  a  renegade  for  hnsband. 
And  torn  him  into  traitor  ? 

uabika; 

He  is  none! 
The  country  is  the  traitress ,  which  thmsts  forth 
Her  best  and  bravest  from  her.    Tyranny 
Is  for  the  worst  of  treasons.  Dost  tbov  deem 
None  rebels  except  subjects?  The  prince  who 
Neglects  or  violates  his  tmat  is  more 
A  brigand  than  the  robber  •-chief. 

i>ocs« 

I  cannot 
Charge  me  with  such  a  breach  of  faitli* 
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•     '  MAAXKA.     ... 

.  No;  than    . 
Obsenr^st,  ofoeyst,  sacH  laws  as  make  oldPnipo'^ 
A  code  of  mercjr  &y  comparisoh. 

DOGZ. 

I  found  the  law ;  I  did  not  make  it..    Were  1        ' 
A  subject  y  still  I^miglit  find  parts  and  portions 
Fit  for  amendment;  but  as  prince,  I  never. 
Would  change  I  for  the  sake  of  my  house ,  the 

charter  j. 

Left  by  our  fathers. 

'       '       '      HABtNA*  .'•.*>•>.  J 

Did  they  make  it  for       .    . 
The  ruin  of  their  children  ? 

DOGE*  '-  •    ■•  .,.,/. 

,    Under  such  laws,  Venice 
Has  risen  to  what  she  is-*-  a  state  to  rival 
In  deeds ,  and  days  ^  and  sway ,   and,  let  me  add, 
In  glory,  (for  we  have  had  Reman  spirits      \  ^,\ 
Amongst  ns),'  all  that  history,  has  bequealfii!^  ;<»VI 
Of  Rome  and  Carthage  in  their  best  times, "ii^hell* 
The  people  swayed  by  senates*  .    ;  .        ;     ,,f|  j(0 

MABINA-.        .      .  '         ;|r.   ^ij  rA 

Rather  say,  i*  /  f 
Groan'd  under  the  stern  oligafohs. .  .     ^  :;  .    ». 

DQOB.  ' 

Perhaps  so; 
Vol.  XI L  E 


66  VHE   irwo  poacA«fy 

But  yet  snbdaed  the  moatUiin  such  a  state 

An  Mdmdual,  be  he  richest  of 

^eh  rank  as  is  permitted,  or  liie  neaftest^ 

Without  a  name  ,  is  alike  jQothing , ,  idien 

The  policy ,  ixrevocahly  tending 

To  one  great  end,  mnsl;  be  maintyn^d  in  Tigour. 

teABIKA. 

This  means  Ihat  yovare  more  a  Do^  than  father. 

nooB. 
It  means  y  I  am  more  citizen  than  either. 
If  we  had  not  for  many  centuries 
Had  thousands  of  such  citizens  j  and  shall, 
I  trusty  haye  still  snch,  Venice  were  no  .citjr. 

MARINA. 

Accursed  be  the  city  where  the  laws 
^S^Mld  stiMe  nature's ! 

j)oes» 
Had  I  BB  many  sons 
As  I  hare  years^  I  would  have  given  them  aD, 
Not  Wiihoiit  feeling,  bat  I  would  have  given  them 
To •tfacrState^s .'service,  to  fulfil  her  Wishes 
On  the  flood,  in  the  field,  or.,  if  it  must  be. 
As  it,  alas!  has  been^  to  ostracise, 
Exile,  or  chains;  or  whatsoever  worse 
She  might  decree.  . 

MAVINA. 

And  this  U  patriotism  ? 
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To  me  it  seems  the  worst  barbarity. 

!^^et  me  seek  out  my  husband :  the  sage  ,>Ten  '* 

With  all  its  jealousy^  will  hardly  war 

So  far  with  a  weak  woman  as  "deny  me 

A  moment's  access  to  his  dungeon. 

noGJB. 

80  far  take  on  myself,  as  order  that 
You  m^y  be  admitted. 

MABINA. 

And  what  shall  I  say 
To  Foscari  from  his  father  ? ' 

DOOS. 

That  he  obey 
The  laws.  ' 

"'. '    'Mabika;     '  '^^    ■ 

And  nothing  more  ?  Will  you  not  see  him 
Ere  he  dejart  >  It  inay  be  the  idit  t&rie.        '■=-'' 

DOGS.  .        '  .  »' 

Thelaat!  —  my  boy!  —  lie  last  time  1  shall V^fe' 
My  last  of  cMAren!  tell  Him  I  yrk'coitie.    ''   '^^ 


■i   iinu  >i   jjjjii 
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ACT  III.     SCENE  I. 


•  • 


The  Prison  of  Jacopo  FoscAnr. 

lACOPO  FOSCARI   (soius). 

Mo  light  J  ssve  yon  faint  gleam,  which  shows  me 

Which  ne^er  echoM  bat  to  sorrow''  soands. 
The  si^  of  long  imprisonment,  the  step 
Of  feet  on  which  the  iron  dank'd^  the  groan 
Of  death ,  the  imprecation  of  despair ! 
And  jet  for  this  I  have  returned  to  Venice, 
With  some  faint  hope,  tis  true,  that  time. 


The  marble  down,  had  wnn  «way  the  hate 
Of  men's  hearts;  but  I  knew  them  not,  and  here 
Most  I  cionsnme  my  own;  which  never  beat 
For  Venice  but  with  such  a  yearning  as 
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The  dove  ha»  for  Ji^r  distant  nest,  wIieHivIieeliiig 

High  in  the  air  on  her  return  to  greet 

Her  callow  brood.    What  letters  are  these  which 

{^pproacl^^g  4ke  wall.') 
Are  scrawl'd  along  the  incjtprable  \^i^  ?  . 
Will  thcrgltfam  let  n>e  trace  thcan  ?  Ah  /  the  names 
Of  my  sad  predecessors  in  this  place, 
The  dates  of  th^uvdiespai,  tlM&|Ii«^ 
A  grief  too  great  jpfti:  many.    "Jlhis  sto;pp  pagp    ,    , 
Holds  like  an  epitaph  their.  hi^tQry> 
And  the  po9r  captive's  tale  is  graven  on 
His  dungeon  barrier,  like  the  lover's  record 
Upon  the  baxk.of,$ome  tall  tree,  which  btfars 
His  own  and  his  beloved's  name.    Alas ! 
[  recognize  some  names  familiar  to  me, 
And  blighted  like  tp  mipe ,  which  I  will  add; 
Fittest  for  such  a  chronicle  as  this. 
Which  only  can  be  read,  as  writ,  by  wretches. 

{JHe  engrapea  hia  name.) 

JSnter  a  familiar  of  ,^t7ie  Ten**i 

•  FAMltlAlTj  •    -    »^  .^     /I 

I  bring  yon  food. 

.     .    »  •   .  ,  f    •  • 

JAtOPO    FOSCARI 

-  '  I  pray  you  set  it  down ; 


»  > .    • 
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t  sm  past  Iumgcr :  fcal  nj  lips  are  p«rd&*d 
Tkewatn! 


JACfHo  TOSCAKt  (•^iv*  Aimiu^\ 
lAamkjCMBi:  !»■ 
ronuAB. 

I-       ,       I      I.     "B    ^  -■  -    »    ^  -       ai  ,* 


Tai 

I  Ilbov  Bot*— ~  ft  IS  ilso  ni  siy  oracrs 
Xhat  jQwr  ilfaBtnoBi  laiT  be 


Ak!  Otcyrcieiit,  diot—  Ikal  easel  to  kope  it 


£ifar  Mamisa. 


^ 
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JTACOFO    F08CAKI. 

ITow!  wouldst  thou  share  a  dungeon? 

HABIITA. 

Ay, 
The  rack,  the  grave,  aB—  any  thing  with  thee. 
But  the  tomb  last  of  all,  for'  there  we  dtall 
Be  ignorant  of  each  othart  yat  I  will 
Share  that--  all  things  exoejrt  hetr  s^p«ratit>li; 
It  is  too  much  to  have  surviyed  the  iirst« 
How  dost  thou?  How   are  tho^e  w<^*n  lilnbs? 

Alas! 
Why  do  I  adk  7    Thy  paleness  — 

JACOFO    foseARi, 

Tis  the  joy 

Of  seeing  thee  again  so  soon ,  and  so        .     . 
Without  expectauey  has  sent  the  blood 
Back  to  my  heart,  and  left  my  cheeks  like  thine, 
Fd!r  thou  art  pale  too , .  my  Marina ! 

MABINA. 

rris 

The  gloom  of  this  eternal  cell,  whi6h  never 
Knew  sunbe<am ,  and  the  sallow  sullen  glare 
Of  the  familiar's  torch ,  which  seems  akin 
To  darkness  niore  than  light,  by  lending  to 
The  dungeon  vapours  its  bituminous  smoke. 
Which  cloud  whatever  we  gaxc  on ,  even  thine 

eves  — 
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No,  aottbiiie  eyes  —  they  spirUe—  kow  they 
Aad  tUiie!  -—  but  I  am  blinded  by  the  txRch. 


As  I  kdl  bees  without  it.  CovJdat&CMiswhcre? 


Notti^gatfint;  bvt  use  and  tine  hud  tn^ 
P&mOiarity  with  what  was  datioKss; 
And  the  fray  twili^^t  cf  sach  gfiwwiiiiMj^i  as 
Glide  throo^  ihe  cacwices  made  by  the  wiads 
Was  hiBder  tx»  wae  eyes  thaai  the  HtM 


0«V^4BBf 


Scve  1h<ose  cf  Tcsice;  baft  m. 


IfWt? 

lEf  KHser  liMky  \2s  here —  reost^dcd  xio;! 


S«n  ft»  hanft  sioivniv^^  .of  dNflft.  Sbc&  steaoi  w«lfe 
Were  aHVtr  pQcd  «s  i^k  mc^  <o^  tSie  ietA, 
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Or  those  who  soon  must  be  so  ^^  What  of  him? 
Thou  askest.  "^  What  of  me?  may  soon  be  ask'd, 
"With  the  like  answer  •—  doubt  and  dreadful  sur- 
mise — 
Unless  thou  tell'st  my  tale. 

3(AIUKA. 

I  spfiah  of  thee!. 

JACOFO  F08CABI. 

And  wherefore  not  ?  All  then  shall  speak  of  me : 

The  tyranny  of  silence  is  not  lasting,^ 

And,  though  events  be  hidden  ^  jusft  men's  grjoans. 

Will  burstjdl  cerement,  even  a  living  grave's! 

1  do  not  doubt  my  memory,  but  my  lif(f; 

And  ndther  do  I  fear,  ' 

MABINA, 

Thy  life  is  safe. 

JACOFO    FOSCAB^.. 

And  liberty  ? 

KABINA- 

^         .  The  mind  should  make  its  6w4i* 

,  JACOPO    FOSCARI.    . 

That  has  a  noble  sound;  but  'tis  a  sound, 
A  music  most  impressive,  but  too  transient: 

« 

The  mind  is  much ,  but  is  not  all.     The  mind 
Hath  nerved  me  to  endure  the  risk  of  death» 
And  torture  positive ,  far  worse  than  death 
(If  death  be  a  deep  sleep),  without  a  groan> 
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Or  with  a  cry  which  rather  shamed  my  fudges 
Than  me ;  but  'tis  not  al],  for  there  are  things 
More  yoful--  such  as  this  small  dungeon,  where 
I  may  breathe  many  years. 

MARIKA. 

Alas!  and  this 
Small  dungeon  is  all  that  belongs  to  thee 
Of  this  wide  realm,  of  which  thy  sire  is  prince. 

lACOrO  FOSCABI. 

That  thought  would  scarcely  aid  me  to  endure  it. 
My  doom  is  common,  many  are  in  dungeons. 
But  none  like  mine,  so  near  their  father's  palace; 
But  then  my  heart  js  sometimes  high,  and  hope 
Will  stream  along  those  moted  rays  of  light 
Peopled  with  dusty  atoms,  which  afford 
Our  only  day;  for,  save  the  jailor's  torch,' 
And  a  strange  firefly,  which  was  quickly  caught 
Last  night  in  yon  enormous  spider's  net, 
I  ne'er  saw  aught  lere  like  a  ray.    Alas ! 
I  know  if  mind  may  bear  us  up ,   or  no, 
For  I  have  such,  and  shown  it  before  men; 
It  sinks  in  solitude :  my  soul  is  social 

«  MABINA. 

I  will  be  with  thee. 

7AC0F0    POSCARI. 

Ah  \  if  it  were  so ! 
But  that  they  never  granted  —  nor  will  grant, 
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And  I  aliall  be  alone :  no  men—*  no  boolis-— 
Those  lying  likenesses  of  lyiag  men. 
I  ask'd  for  even  those  outlines  of  their  kind. 
Which  thjBy  term  annals ,  history^  what  you  will, 
liVhich  men  beqneath  as  portraits  ,  and. they  were 
Refiised  me^  so  these  walls  hayo  been  my  study,. 
More  faithful  pictures  of  Venetian  story,  - 
With  all. their  blank,  or  dismal  stains,  than  is 
The  hajlnot  far  from  hence,  which  bears  on  high 
Hundreds  of  doges,  and  tlicir  deeds  and  dates. 

MABINA. 

I  come  to  tell  thee  the  result  of  their 
Last  council  on  thy  doom. 

JACOFO    FOSCABI. 

i  know  it*—  look ! 
{H€  points  to  his  limbs  ^  as  re/erring  to  t/ie  tor-" 
turea  which  he  had  undergone.) 

MARINA. 

No—  no—  no  more  of  that:  even  they  I'elcnt 
From  that  atrocity. 

7ACOPO   FDSCARI. 

What  then? 

MARINA. 

That  you 
Return  to  Candia. 

JACOrO     FOSCABI. 

Then  my  last  hope's  gone. 
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I  could  endure  my  dungeon,  /for  Uwss  Venice - 
i  could  support  the  torture  ^  there  ^w^as  sometbiiig 
In  mj  natiye  air  that  bnoy'd  my  spirits  up 
Like  a  Mp  on  the  ocean  toss'd  by  storms^  • 
Bnt  prondly  still  bestriding  the  high  waves 
And  holding  on  its  course;  but  there,  afar, ' 
In  that  accursed  isle  of  slaves  9  and  eaptives^ 
And  nnbelieyers ,  like  a^stranded  wreek^ 
My  Very  soul  seem'd  mouldering  in  my  bosom. 
And  piecemeal  I  shall  perish,  if  remanded. 

MARIKA. 

And  here  ?  ' 

JACOBO     rOSCABI. 

At  once—-  by  better  means,  as  briefer. 
What!  would  they  even  deny  me  my  sires'  se- 
pulchre, 
A«  well  43  home  and  heritage? 

My  husband ! 
I  have  sued  to  accompany  thee  hence, 
And  not  so  hopelessly.    This  .love  of  diine 
For  an  ungrateful  and  tyrannic  soil 
Is  passion,  and  not  patriotism;  for  me. 
So  I  could  see  thee  with  a  quiet  aspect, 
And  the  sweet  freedom  of  the  earth  and  air, 
I  would  not  cavil  about  climes  or  regions. 

This  crowd  of  palaces  and  prisons  is  not 

'  ".  mil j  - ' 

A  paradise;   its  first  inhabitans. , 
Were  wretphod  exiles. 
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JACOPO    roSCABI.         * 

Well  I  know-  how  wretclied ! 

,  '  MABINA.  *  ;    '    " 

Arid'yet  you  see  how  Itom  their  banishment 
Before  the  Tartar  into  tliese  salt  isles,  •  '< 

Their  antique  ener^^y  of  mind,  all  that'  '• 
Remaih'd  of  Rome  for  their '  inHeritanccj   '         • 
Created  by  degrees  an' oceah'lRorfic; 
And  shall  an  evil;  whicfi'Sfbften  leads  I ' -'^''^^ 
^d  good,'tlepress  th'efe  thiis>  :     '^  -        " 


j.i 


, ,  JACOPO    POSCARI.  ^ 

*  ■      •  ••  »      ■•         .  i 

^  '      .  .  .    ,  :  ;    ^!^^  I  goKp  forUi ,  , 

From  my  own  landT^  lik.^  ttc  old  patnachs;  seeking 

Another  region ,  withr their, flppks  and  ^erdsV,  .  \ 

Had  I,  bee;ii  cast  out  like  the  Jews  from  Zion, 

Or  like  our  fathers,   driven  by  Attila 

Fri^m  fertile  Italy  to  barren  islets,        *        \ 

I  would  have  given  some  tears  to  my  late  country, 

And  w^^y. thoughts  J  but  afterwards  address'd  . 

Myself,  with  those  abpi^t  me,  to  create 

A  new  home  and  fresh  state.:  perhaps  I  coujd 

Have  borne  this—  though  I  know  not. 

MARINA. 

Wherefore  n)ot  ? 
It  >yas  the  lot  of  millions,  and  must  be 

The  fate  of  in3rriad8  more. 
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'       JACOPO    fOBCABI. 

Ay  -r*  we  but  hear 
Of  the  snrviTots*  toil  in  theur  new  lands. 
Their  numbers  and  success  9  bat  who  can  number 
The  hearts  which  broke  in  silence  of  that  parting 
Or  after  their  departure;  of  that  malady  * 
Mliich  caUs.np  green  and  native  fields  to  yiew  . 
From  the  rough  deep,  with  such  identitrf    . 
To  the  poor  exile's  feyer'd  eye ,  that  he 
Can  scarcely  be  restraint!  from  treading  them? 
l^hat  melody^,,  which  out  of  tones  and  tunes 
Collects  such  pasture  for  the  longing  sorrow 
Of  the  sad  mountaineer »  when  far  away 
From  his  snow  canopy  of  cliffs  and  clouds, 
.That  he  feeds  on  thesw^et^  but  poisonous  thought. 
And  dies.    You  call  this  tpeahiessl  It  is  strength^ 
1  say ,  the  parent  of  all  honest  feeling. 
He  who  lores  not  his  country,  can  love 'nbth&g. 

Obey  her  ^  then;  *iis  she  that  puts  theo forth; 

JACOFO     FOSCARI, 

Ay,  there  it  isx  'tis  like  a  mother's  curse 
Upon  my  soul  *-  the  mark  is  set  upon  me. 
The  exiles  you  spea];:  of  went  forth  by  nations, 

*  The  calentare. 

**  Alluding  to  the  Swiss  Air  and  ite  eSi?0s»; 
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Theii:  hands  upbeld  eacIi.other,.by  the  way,. 
Their  tents  were  pitc^'d  togetlier  — -  I^'m  alone. 

MABINAf  I        -    * 

•  ^  .  .    -  ^  I.  / 

lYou  shall  be  so  210  n^oj;e  t-  Iwrill  go  with  thee. 

JA.COf  Q  ros<5A»i. 
My  best  Sfaiina!  •^  aj^d  our  duldren?.  ,     . ,, 

They, 
I  fear ,  by  the  prevention  of  the  state's 
Abhorrent  policy  ^which  holds  all  tics 
'As  threads,  which  may  be  brokenat  her  j)leasure), 
Will  not  be  suffer'd  to  proceed  with  us. 

JACOFO      rOSCABI.  / 

And  canst  thou  leave  them  ? 

SCABiNA. 

'    Yes.  with  many  a  paiig. 
Bnt  —  1  can  leave  theiii/  children  as  they  are, 
To  t^ach  you  to  be  lesi  it  ehllttl     From  this 
Learn  you  to  sway  your  feelings,  when  exacte'd' 
By  duties  paramoiint;  and  *lis  our  first' 
On  earth  to  bear.  .  -       '' 

aAdOPO    FOSCAlU* 

Haveloiot  borne? 

Too  much 
From  tyrannous  injustice;  and  enough 
To  teach  you  not  to  shrink  now  from  a"  lot. 
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Wliich^'  as   compated*  \Vitfe  trlrat  you- have  nii- 
Of  late  >  is  mercy. 

Ah !  you  niBVer  yet 
Were  far  away  from  Vehic*,  iiever-«4w 
Her  beautiful  towers  in  the  receding  distance, 
While  every  furrow  of  the  vessels  track 
Seem'd  ploughing  deep  into  yourheairt;  yoii  never 
Saw  day  go  down  upoji  yoiir  native  spii-es 
So  calmly  with  its  gold  and  crimson  glory. 
And  after  dreaming  a  disturbed  vision 

Of  them  and  theirs,  awoke  and  found  them  not. 

c 

I  TrtfiU  divide  tlfia  with.  you.    Let  us  think 
Of  our  departure  from  this  much  -loyed  city  \ 
(Since  you  must  lope  it,  as  it  seems),  aivithis 
Chamber  of  state,  her  gratitude  allots  you. 
Our  children  will  be  cared  for  by  the  Doge,  « 
And  by  my  uncles:  we  must  sail  ere  night, 

JAOoro   foscahi. 
That 's  sudden.    Shall  I  not  behold  my  father  ? 

You  w^U/ 

lACoro  roscARi.  i  •      • 

"WTiere? 
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0     ' 

MABINA.  ' 

Here  or  in  the  diical  chamber  — « 
He  said  not  which.  I  would  that  you  could  bear 
,Your  exile  as  he  bears  it. 

JACOro    POSCAfil* 

Blame  him  not. 
I  sometimes  murmur  for  a  moment;  but 
He  could  not  now  act  ofherwisew    A  show 
Of  feeling  or  compassion  on  his  part 
Would  have  but.  drawn  upon  his  aged  Jiead 
Suspicion  from  |>the  Ten^ff  and  upon  mine 
Accumulated  ilk* 

Accumulated! 
Wiat  pangs  are  those  they  have  spared  you  ? 

jAGoro    rOSOABI. 

That  of  leaving 
Venice  without  beholding  him  or  you, 
Which  might  have  been  forbidden  now;  as  ^as 
Upon  my  former  exile. 

MABINA. 

That  is  true,  . 
And  thus  far  I  am  also  the  state's  debtor, 
And  shall  be  more  so  when  I  see  u^  both 
Floating  on  the  free  waves  —  away  —  away  •— 
Be  it  to  the  earth's  end^  from  this  abhorr'd, 
Unjust,  and  — * 
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% 
JACOIPO   FOSCARI. 

Curse  it  not     If  I  am  silent^ 
Who  dares  accuse  my  country? 

Men  and  angels! 
The  blood. of  m^iads  reeking  up  to  heaven. 
The  groanA  of  slaves  in  chdlna, .and  men  ini  dnn- 

geonsy 
Mothers ,  and  tnyesf  and  sons^  and  siros,  and 

subjects,? 
Held  in  the  bondage  of  ten  bald*-  heads ;  and 
Though  last|  not  least,  thy  silen^.'^OnMMttkvaA 

say 
Aught  in  its  favour,-  who  would'praise  like  thee? 

,      JAdOPO    FOSCARI.  ■        ..    '    •       -  • ' 

Let  us  address  ns  then,  since  so  it  must  be^ 
To  our  dcfparture.    Who  comes  here? 

Enter  LobedAno;    attended  by  FafmHars. 

LOBBDANO  {to  the  FanUUara). 

Retire^ 
But  leave  the  torch. 

{EMmnt  ike  twQ  FlimUian.) 


lAGOVO    fOSCARI*  .         i. 

—                    Most  wfleo]iie»  noUk  sig;apir. 
I  did  not  deem  this  poor  {dac6  coul^  hf^e  drawn 
Si;ich  presence  hither.  •      , 
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* 

i  XOJUSDAWO. 

'This  not  the  first  time 
I  have  Tisited  these  places. 

MARINA. 

Kor  would  be 
The  last ,  were  all  men's  merits  well  rewarded    • 
Came  you  here  to  insult  ^  or  remain 
As  spy  upon  us,  or  as  hostage  for  us? 

XORSDAKO.     '  '    .   1"      • 

Neither  are  of  my  ojO&ce^  noble  lady! 

I  am  sent  hither  to  your  husband,  to 

Announce  „  the  Ten's  ^  decree.  " 

MARINA.  i    .      .  ... 

f  That  tenderness 

Has  been  anticipated :  it  is  known. 

Ashoyri? 

MARIKA« 

I  have  informed  him^  not  so  gently, 
Doubtless  f  as  your  nice  feelings  would  prescribe. 
The  indulgence  of  your  colleagues ;  but  he  knewit. 
If  you  come  for  our  thanks,  take  them,  and  hence! 
The  dungeon  gloom  is  deep  enough  without  you, 
And  fulj  fj^ reptiles,  not  less  loathsome,  though 
Their  sting  is  honester. 

JACOro    FQj((}^« 

II *.      Iprayj^Hi,  calmyou:^ 

What  can  aykil  such  words? 

/  Pa 
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VAltlKA. 

«  To  let  him  know 
That  he  is  known. 

LOREDAKO. 

Let  the  fair  dame  preserve 
Her  sex's,  privil^e. 

HARIMA* 

I  have  some  sons,  sir, 
!Will  one  day  thank  you  better. 

I.OBEDANO. 

You  do^  well 
To  nnrse  them  wisely.  Foscari—  you  know  • 
Yonr  sentence  9  th^n? 

JAOOrO   FOSOA&I* 

Return  to  Candia? 

I.0BBDANO* 

True — 
For  life. 

JACOro     FOSCARI. 

Not  long, 

JLOREDAKO. 

I  said  —  for  life, 

JACOPO    FOSCARI* 

And! 
Repeat  —  not  long. 

LOBSDANO. 

A  year's  imprisonmen 
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111  Canaa  -^  afterwards  the  freedom  of 
The  whole  We. 

JAC03P0     7Q3CARI. 

Both  the  same  to  me :  the  after. 
Freedom  as  is  tlie  first  imprisonment.     ^ 
Is  't  true  my  wife  accompianies  me  ? 

I«OB£I}AKO« 

,  Yes, 

If  she  so  wills  it. 

MARINA. 

Who  obtained  that  justice  ? 

r 

I«OB£DAKO^ 

One  who  wars  not  witli  women. 

..  \Mnt  oppres|;#s 
Meu:Jhowao6Ver^  let  him  have  2»^  thanks     <     \ 
For  the  only  boon  I  would  haye  .aal^^d  or  taken 
Ftom  him  dr  suoh  as  h^  U» 


IiOBEDAl^O.'  .    .vy.      u^K 

'  Herefeehres  them 
As  they  are  offer'd.  '  '  ^      ..  : 

May  they  thrive  with  him 
So  much !  '»^  no  more. 

JACOPO     FOSCARir 

Is  this^  sir^  your  whole  mission? 
Because  we  have  brief  time  for  preparation, 
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And  yon  perceive  your  presence  doth  •  disquiet 
TliU  lady,  of  a  house  noble  as  yours.  - 

mXrina. 
NoMer! 

X^OREDAKO. 

How  nobler? 

VARIKA.      • 

As  more  geaerousj 
W©  say  the  ,, generous  steed**    to  express  the 

pu;rity 
Of  his   high    blood.    Thus  much  I  Ve    learnt^ 

although 
Venetian  (who  sed  few  steeds  save  of  bronze), 
From  those  Venetians^i^ohaveskimm'dthp  coasts 
OfBgypt,  and  Ber  neighbour  Araby  : 
And  why  not  ^ay  as  soeni  j,'the  gemtn^fUM^iuahV^ 
If  rao0:|)i»Mglit^y^f^«fiii^tiaiities     '   / 
More  than  in  years;  bxA  tttne^   wMdb  is  as  old 
As  yours,'  is  better  iii  its- product,  nay  — 
Loo](::i^pt  so  It^m^  but  get  you  back,  and  pore 
Upon  your  genealogic  tree's  most  green-r 
Of  leaves  a^id  ^ps}  mature  of  fruits,  and  there 
Blush  to  find  ancestors ,  who  W011I4  have  Mo^h'^ 

For  such  a  sou^—  thou  cold  inveterate  hater! 

.» 

lAGOtOt   VOSCAAI. 

A  gain  f  Mitrina!  .     '     ■» 
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:      Agaitil  £^7/>  Maritia. 
See  you  not,  he  comes  Lere  to  glut  liis  liate 
Witli  a  last  look  upon  our.  miseiJy  ?  ^ 
Let  liim  partake  it !  . 

."    *  /JACOrO    FOSCARI. 

That  were  difficult* 
'^  '      •       MAEINA4 
Notliiug  more  eaily.    Ht  part^isa  it  now  *— 
Ay  9  he  may  TQiLbeneath  a  marMo  feroiv 
And  sneeriiig.Iip  ili^  pai^»^but  li9.|»arjCakes  it.  ,  / 
A  few  brief  words  b£  truth  shame  the  devil's  scr - 

No  lc98  than  master;  I  have  probed  his  soul 

A  moment  >  as  tbe^eteriial  fire ,  ere  long. 

Will  .reach   it    always..      See    how  he  shriiilill 

from  me ! 

t'  *■ 

With  deaths  and  chains,  and  exile  in  his  hand 

To  scatter  o*er  his  kind  as  he  things  fit : 

They  are  hia  weapons,  not  his  armour ,  filr 

I  have  pierced  him  to  the  core  o£hi^  cold  heart. 

I  care  not  for  his  fibwns !  We  can  but  die, 

And  he  but  live,  for  him  the  very  worst 

Of  destinies :  each  day  secures  him  more 

His  tempter's. 

JACOPO     FOSCARI 

This  is  mere  insanity. 
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MAklKA. 

It  may  be  so ;  oad  tpho  hath  made  us  madf 

I.OBEDANO. 

Let  her  go  on;  jt  irks  not  me, 

M4.&1NA. 

That's  false  I     • 
Yoa  came  here  to  enjoy  a  heartless  triumph 
Of  cold  looks  upon  manifold  griefs !  You  came 
To  be  sued  to  in  vain  — «•  to  mark  our  tears, 
And  hoard  our  groans-*-  to  gaze  upon  the  -wreck 
Which  you  huve  made  «  prince's  sou***  my  hus-^ 

band; 
In  short;  to  trample  on  the  fallen  — '  an  office 
The  hangman  shrinks  from,  as  all  men  IVom  himt 
How  have  you  spbd?  We  are  wretched,  signer^  as 
^our  plots  could  make,   and  vengeance  could 

desire  us, 
And  how  feel  you? 

XfORfiDAKO, 

As  rocks. 

By  thunder  blasted ; 
They  feel  not  9  but  no  less  are  shiver'd.  Come, 
Foscari;  now  let  us  go ,  and  leave  this  felon. 
The  sole  fit  habitant  of  such  a  cell, 
Whish  he  has  peopled  often  j  but  ne'er  fitly 
Till  he  himself  shall  brood  iji  it  alone. 
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Enter  the  Doge. 

JACOPO    rOSCARI*. 

My  father! 

DOGE  {embracing  him,) 
Jacopo!  my  son  ^  my  son!         '^'  '"' 

JAOOPb     F05CARI. 

My  father  »till!  How  long  it  is  since  I        •  \- 
Have  heard  thee  name  m}*-  name  -r-  ourjoxroRX 

•  ^  My  boy! 

Couldst  thon  bat  know  -— 

JACOPO      FOSCA^. 

/         I  rarely,  sir,  have iniiriniir'd. 
'     iroGs; 
"      Doge. 
I  feel  too  much  thou  hast  not. 

MARINA..  ' 

Doge ,  look  there ! 
{She  points  to  i«oiiei)ANo.n 

DOOC. 

I  see  the  man —  what  mean'st  thou?^ 

MARINA. 

'   Caution! 


I.0REDAN0. 


The  virtue  which  this  noble  lady  most 

May  practise,  she  doth  well  to  recommend  it. 


Being 
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MJWUIJA. 

Wretch!  'tis  no  yirtne,  but  the  policy 

Of  those  who  fain  must  deal  perforce  .with  vicq : 

As  such  I  rqcomm^nditj,  as  I  would  , 

To  one  ^hose  foot  was  on  an  adder's  path. 

.DOGSh 

Daughter,  itis'siiperfluonsj  I  have  l6ng^ 
Known  LoTWdano, 

Z.09EBAKO. 

'     You  may  know  him  better. 


»     » 


MABINA. 


Yes  5  fporse  he  coul4  not. 


<>  . 


JACOPQ   FOtCARI. 

Father ,  let  not  these  ' 
Oiur  parting  hours  be  lost  in  listening  to    , 
ReproacheflTy  which  boot  nothing.    Is  it—  is  it, 
Indee()>  01^  last  of  meetings  ? 


.  DOGE. 


,  You  behold 

These  whitothairsl 

'     JACOPO    FOSCAHI. 

An5  I  feel ,  besides,  that  mine 
Will  never  be  so  white.     Embrace  me,  father ! 
I  loved  you  ever  -—  never  more  than  now. 
Look   to   toy   children— -to   your  last,  child'ii 

children: 
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Let  tlieni  be  all  to  yon  wlii<;h  he  was  once. 
And  never  be  to  you  what  I  am  now. 
May  I  not  see /^^m  blso?        »         *      '-    o' 

No  —  not  here. 

^      .     JACOPO  '.  FOSCABI. 

They  might  behold  th^irparent  imy  where. 

I  would  that  they  beheld 'theii*  father  in 

A  place  which  would  not  mingle  fear  with  love, 

To  freeze  their  yoiuigblok)dixi  its  natural  current. 

They  have  ffed  well ,  slept  soft,  and  knew  not  that 

Their  sire  was  a  mercf  Htlfifbd  6utlaw.    Well, 

I  know  his  fate  may  one  day  be  their  heritage^ 

But  let  it  only  be  their'  heriiagej 

And  iTot  their  present  fee.  Tteir  senses,  though 

Alive  to  love,  are  yet  awake  to  terror; 

Ahd  these  vile  damps, 4ooy  attff yon  ^^jcJt^^'Jg-wf^/i 

•'     wave 
"Which  Boats  above  the  place  where  we  now 
'     •      •-•     *        •      '  •     ..  stand:—"'"     r'"'  ■'  ^''  '  ' 
A  cell  80  far  bplow  the  water's  levfel, 
Sending  its  pestilence  thirotegh' ev^ry  cpe^e> 
Might  strike  them :  this  ie  hot  their  atmosphere,    - 
However  y>ou—  and  yon — and,  most  of  all. 
As  worthiest  — you^  sir,  noble  Loredano  ! 
May1}rcathe  it  without  prejudice. 
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U'COPO   I'OSCARI, 

I  Iiad  QQt  , 

Rcflecte    upon  tfais ,  but  ^cquiescp. 
I  shall  depart^  thcn^  without  meeting  them? 

POOE* 

Not  so :  they  shall  await  you  in  my  chamber. 

JAGOBO   FQSCABI, 

And  must  I  leave  them  all? 

You  must. 

MCO^    JX>SCAMU 

Not  o&e  ? 

I<OSB]IAKO« 

They  are  the  atate'a. 

I  thoQ^t  fl&cy  lud  been  jbiuc. 
jLoafij>A»o. 
Tliey lure ,  inidl  nwitrrniil  things. 


Tkaft  »; 
la  an  Ihinss  puBloI,    IT  diey  «re  sick,  tkey  wiU 
BeldttometotwdtliMi;  should  tfaey^ 
To  mo  to  bury  attd  to  wowm^  bntif 
11l«y£v«>  they'll  make  yea  soldicc^  muAdi^ 
Skws>  exiles «^w)iatjt»  will;  or  if&eyare 
I^^lBM}oswalk]Kl^doBSybIidcsa2tdil^»6wfo^IK>blc8 ! 
Bdiold  ^e  sUtc>s  care  for  its  sobs  aad  sothcrs! 
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liOHEBANO. 

The  hour  approaches ,  and  the  wind  is  fdn«. 

3ACOPO    FOSCAHT.    ' 

How  lulow  you  that  here,  where  the  genial  wind 
Ne'er  blows  in  all  its  blustering  freedom?    ' 

'Twas  so 
When  I  came  here.    The  galley  floats  withiii 
A  bow  -  shot  of  the  » JEliva  di  Schiavoni  *^ 

JACOPO   roscARi. 
Father !  I  pray  Jrou  to  precede  me,  and 
Prepare  my  children  to  behold  their  father; 

nooB« ' 
1^  Gim,  my  son! 

JACOFO     rOSCARI. 

I  willdomyendeavottxtr 

,      ,  MABIKA. 

FareweII4  al;  lea^t  to  this  detesteid  dnngeoH^' 
And  him  to  whoUe  goo4  pfBces  you  o we 
In  p4rt  youji*  p^st  imprisonment. 

IiOaSDANO.  ' 

And  present 
Liberation.  * 

BOGS. 

Pie  speaks  truth* 

7ACOFO    FOSGARI. 

No  doubt:  but  'ti^ 


94-  'i'MB  VWO  FOaCAHJ, 

Exchange  of  chains  Ibr  heavier  chains  I  owe  him. 
He  kiunrs  this,  or  he  had  not  sought  to  change 

them* 
But  I  reproach  not. 

•  I.01UIDAK0. 

The  tinie  narrows  I  signer. 

YACOrO    TOSCAHI. 

Alasl  I  little  thought  so  lingeringly 
To  leave  abodes  like  this :   but  when  I  feel 
That  every  step  I  take,  even  from  this  cell^ 
Is  one  away  from  Venicej-I  look  back 
Even  on  these  doU  daaqp  walls,  and  «^^ 

DOOS.^ 

Bojl  90lieaa». 


Let  the^t  flow  oni  he  vrept  not  on  the  rack 
To  shame  him,  and  they  cannot  shame  him  now. 
They  wAlreHeve  his  heart— that tooUftdhevt— 
And  I  will  find  an  hour  to  wipe  tnmf  *     • 
Those  tears,  or  add  ray  own.  I  co>iild  weep  iioWy 
Bat  would  not  gratify  yon -wvetch  so  far. 
Let  US  proceed.    Doge,  lead  the  way. 

i^OBSDAKo  {to  the  Familiar).  ' 

The  torch)  there! 


Vcs,  light  Qs  on ,  as  to  afuoenl  pyre^ 
With  Loredano  mourning  like  an  heir. 


AN    IlISTOBICAX*     TBAilEDY.  If^ 

BOOE. 

My  Boni  yon  are  feeble;  take  this  hand. 

JAOOFO     FOSCARI. 

Alas! 
Must  youth  support  itself  on  age,  and  I 
Who  ought  to  be  the  prop  of  yours  ? 

IiOn£DAKO£_ 

Take  mine. 

KABIKA. 

Touch  itnot,  Foscari;  Hwiil  sting  your  iKgnor^ 
Stand  off!  be  sure,  that  if  a  grasp  of  yours    , 
Would  raise  us  from  the  gulf  wherein  yfro  are 

*  pluligedy 
No  hatid  of  oiirs  would  stretch  itself  to  me^  It.  ' 
Comej  Foscari,  take  t^e  hand  the  altar  gave  you; 
It  could  not  save ,  but  will  support  you  ever*. 

{Exeunt.') 


A  .    a  / 


.*  ^      1         %. 


mS  * 
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ACT  IV.    SCEJTO  I. 


I 


I 


A  JScdl  in  the  Ducal  Palace. 
Erder  Loreoano  and  Barbarigo. 

BABBARIOO« 

And  have  yoi»  confidence  in  such  a  project?    , 

IiOBBDAKO. 

Ihayp;  - 

BABBARIGO. 

Tifl  liard  upon  Iiis  years. 

]jOBEI>ANO« 

Say  rather 

_  • 

Kind  to  relieve  him  from  the  cares  of  state. 

BABBAHIOO 

^Twill  break  his  heart. 

rOBBDANO* 

Age  has  no  heart  to  break. 
He  has  seen  his  son's  half  broken^  and,  except 


AS    HISTORICAL    THAOEDY.'  QJ 

A  start  of  feeliiig  in  liis  dungeon,  never 
Swerved. 

BARBARIC  O* 

In  his  countenance ,  I  grant  you ,'  |iever ; 
But  I  have  seen  him  sometimes  in  a  calm 
So  desolate,  ~  that  the  most  clamorous  grief 
Had  nought  to  envy  him  within,    MVhexe  ia  he? 

XOREDANO.  ^ 

In  his  owtt  portion  of  the  palace,  w!th 
His  son  I  and  the  whole  race  of  Foscaris. 

BARBARIGO,  ' 

Bidding  farewells 

JLOREDANO. 

A  last.    As  soon  he  shall 
Bid  to  this  dukedom.  ,       , 

BARBARIC  0. 

When  embarks  tlie  son  ? 

rORlTDANO, 

Forthwith-^  when  this  long  leave  is  taken,  'Tis 
Time  to  admonish  them  again. 

BARBARIC  O. 

;  ,  Forbear; 

Retrench  not  from  their  moments. 

LORBDANO. 

...  -     . .,      . 

Not  f,  now  . 
We  have  higher  business  for  our  own.    This  day 
Fol.  Xfl.  G 
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Shan  be  thckst  of  the  old  Doge's  xeigB, 
As  tbe  first  of  his  son's  last  banishmrntj 
And  dut  is  Tengesnce. 


In  nj  mind,  too  de^ 


3^fb  ^Miderale-^  not  eren  life  far  Vt^y  the  ml* 
Dmonnoed  of  retribntMm  from  all  time; 
nej  owe  me  still  my  ladtcPs  an4 

BASBASCIGO. 

Did  not  Ae  Doge  deny  ftis  Strong? 


And  did  not  Ais  shake  joor  sufieion? 

unnKnAXOL 


No. 


Bntif  tikb  de|KMxtion  should  taike  pikce 
9|v  our  nnited  inSncnce  in  the  ctnincSy 
It  mnst  be  done  with  all  the  defiErence 

to  his  jears^  his  station^  and  his  decdsL 


As  aaidi  of  ceremony  as  jon  wiD, 

So  that  the  thing:  he  done.  Ton  mar*  for  an^t 

I  caa^  dayntfr  the  Cbnndl  on  &ew  hnces^ 


/ 

/ 
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(Tike  Barbarossa  to  tlie  Pope),  to  beg  him  . 
To  have  the  courtesy  to  abdicate. 

sakbaaigo. 
What,  ifh^  will  not? 

We'llelectanotlier^..,     , 
And  make  lum  null. 

BABBABIGO.  .    \ 

But  will  the  laivs  uphold  ^s  ? 

LOBEDANO.  .,-*': 

What  lawa  ?  -r  \y  The  Ten  "  are  laws  j  and  if  tliy 

were  not,    . 
I  will  be  legislator  in  this  businew.  ,,  ^^,,,  ^ 

BARBARIQP.  .[^  \y^^lf^ 

At  your  own  peril.? 

There  js  none,  I  tell  jtqii^ 
Our  powers  are  such.    *  .  rfiK, 

JBABBABIG^.^        .      . 

But  he  has  twice  already 
Solicited  permission  to  retire, 
And  twice  it  was  refused* 

XOBEDANO. 


*  • « 


The  better  reason 


To  grant  it  the  third  time. 

BARBARXG^,. 

Unask'd? 
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I.OBEDANO. 

It  shows 
The  impression  of  his  former  instances: 
If  they  were  from  his  heart ,  he  may  1)e  thankful ; 
If  not,  'twill  punish  his  hypocrisy. 
Come  I   they  are  met  by  this  time;  let  ns  joiii 

them. 
And  he  tJiou  fix'd  in  purpose  for  this  once. 
I  have  prepared  sttch  arguments  as  will  not 
Fail  to  move  them,  and  to  remove  him:  since 
7heir  thou^ts,  their  objepts,  have  fieen  sonnd- 

,  ed,  do  not 

You  J  with  your  wonted  scruples^  teach  us  pause. 
And  all  will  prosper. 

3ABBARIO0. 

Could  I  but  be  certain 
This  is  no  prelude  to  such  persecution 
Of  the  sire  as  has  fallen  upon  the  son,  \ 

I  would  support  you. 

XOBEDAKO. 

He  is  safe ,  I  tell  you ; 
His  fourscore  years  and  iBve  may  linger  on 
As  long  as  he  can  drag  them :  'tis  his  throne 
Alone  is  aim'd  at. 

BAHBAHIOO. 

But  discarded  princes 
Are  seldom  long  of  life. 
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LOfi£DA^'0. 

And  men  of  eighty 
More  seldom  still. 


•    \ 


BAHBABIGO« 

'    And  why  not  \vfat  these  few  years  ? 

LOREDAKO* 

Because  we  have  waited  long  enoiigh>  and  he 
Lived  longer  than  enough,  Hence !  In  to  council ! 

{Exeunt  I4OBEDAN0  and  Babbabioo.) 

Entei'  Meumo  €ind  a  Senator. 

8EKAT0H, 
A  summons  to  „  the  Ten !  '*  Why  so  ? 

Ml2M3tO.    -  .     . 

,>The  Ten« 
Alone  can  answer:  they  are  rarely  wont 
To  let  their  thoughts  anticipate  their  purpose ' 
By  previous  proclamation.    We  ar«  summoned  -^ 
That  is  enough. 

8EKATOB. 

For  thcm^  but  not  for  us ; 
I  would  know  why. 

,  9IEMMO. 

You  will  know  why  anon^ 
If  you  obey,  and ,  if  not,  you  no  bss 
Will  know  why  yon  should  have  obey'd 
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SCXJITOK. 

I  mean  not 

4 

To  oppose  themi  Uu  — 

•HOQKO. 

In  Venice  jjSa^s**  a  trailor. 
But  me  BO  ,,&v<«,^'  unlen  you  ^would  pass  o>r 
The  ]lri4e»  v^M^  f«^  n^ass. 


sileut. 


Wfcj 
Tli«  lM.iiitih  ?  ^TheTett^kivccairdLm 


PaUkiians  of  tke  saufte*-^  yoa.  are  ozie, 
AaJlIa»other;  and  it  seems  to  me 
Bodi  ItfHMmr^d  bjibe 


T^  mnidb  w2k  «a  bodr  so 


MMt  tivr.    I  «aT  x»d 


A«i  aC  m«r  1mm$:%  f&at  is,  aZ  l^»r 
QrMUeUm£mrr\  amran^  ^r^re  tr  W 
DKnmTO»  k-is  ^mrc^  far  &e  srjga^c^ 


T, 


^asdMcfef 
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Be  thiu  admitted,  tliongh  as  novices. 
To  view  the  mysteries. 

senAtob. 

Let  us  view  tliem;  tliey, 
No  doubt,  are  worth  it.  ' 

Beitig  worth  our  lives 
If  we  divulge  them,  doubtless  they  are  w<>rth  * 
Somethings  at  least  to  you  or  me« 

8BKATOB. 

I  sought  liot 
A  place  within  the  sanctuftry;  but  being 
Chosen ,  however  reluctantly  so  chosen, 
I  shall  fulfil  my  office.. 

MEMSfO 

Let  us  not 
Be  latest  in  obeying  „the  Tfen's*^  summons 

SENATOB.  ^  \ 

All  are  not  met ,  but  I  am  of  your  thought 
So  far  —  let  's  in. 

JiftMMO. 

The  earliest  are  most  wekomtt 
In  earnest  cdunciis  —  we  will  hot  be  least  so. 


'  1 


lOft  THE     TWO    FOSCAAI^ 

Enter  the  Doge,  Jacopo  Foscari, 

Marina. 

.   JACOPO     FOSCAIU. 

All  f  father!  tiiougli  I  must  and  mil  depart^ 
Yet—  yet —  I  pray  you  to  obtain  for  me 
Tliat  I  once  more  return  unto  my  home^ 
Howe'er  remote  the  period.    Let  there  be 
A  point  of  time  as  beacon  to  my  heart> 
With  any  penalty  annex'd  they  please, 
But  let  me  still  return. 

noGE, 

Son  Jacopo, 
Go  and  obey  our  country's  will :  'tis  not 
For  us  to  look  beyond. 

'    lAOOPO   FOSCABI. 

But  still  I  must 
Look  back.    I  pray  you  think  of  me. 

DOGS. 

Alas! 
Yon  ever  were  my  dearest  offspring,  when 
They  were  more  numerous ,  nor  can  be  less  so 
Mow  yon  are  last;  but  did  the  state  demand 
The  exile  of  the  disinterred  ashes 
Of  your  three  goodly  brothers,  now  in  earth. 
And  jtheir  desponding  shades  came  ilitting  round 
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To  iniped^  tlie  act;  I  inus,t  no  less  Qbey 
A  duty;  paramount  tQ  everyxduty.    , 

My  husband!  let  us  on:  this  but  proIjq[i)^:, . 
Our  sorrow* 

JAOOPO     tOSCARI. 

But  we  are  not  summoii'd  yetj  *  ^ 
The  galley's  sails  are  notunfurl'd; — who  knows? 
The  wind  may  change. 

aiARIKA, 

And  if  it  do  ^  it  will  not 
Change  their  hearts,  or  your  Jot:  the  galley'^  oars 

Will  quickly  clear  the  harbour. 

/ 

JAC070   roSCARJ* 

Ohi  ye  elements! 
Where  are  your  storms  ? 

AIARINA. 

In  human  breasts.    Alas ! 

.  '-. . 

Will  nothing  calm  you  ? 

JACOPO    PQSCAHX* 

Never  yet  ^d  mariner 
Put  up  to  patron  saint  such  prayers  for  prosperous 
And  pleasant  breezes ,  as  I  call  upon  you^ 
Ye  tutelar  saints  of  my  own  city!  which 
Ye  love  not  with  more  holy  love  than  I, 
To  lash  up  from  the  deep  the  Adrian  waves. 
And  waken  AusttT;  sovereign  of  the  tempest! 
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Till  the  s A' dash  mc  lack  on  my  own  shore 
A  broken  corse  upon  the  barren  Udo, 
Where  I  may  mingle  tnfh  the  sands  which  skirt 
The  landl  loye,  and  nefer  shiill  see  more! 

And  wisbyoU'this  with  me  beside  jotC? 

3ACOPO   F'OSCABI. 

No  — 
'  No—*  not  for  thee^  too  good,  too  kind!    May'st 

thou 
Live  long  to  be  a  mother  to  those  childrcu 
Thy  fond  fidelity  for  a  time  deprives 
Of  such  support!  But  for  myself  alone,' 
May  all  the  winds  of  heaven  howl  down  the  Gulf, 
And  tear  the  vessel ,  till  tlie  mariners,-  '  . 
Appall'd ,  turn  their  despairing  eyes  on  me, 
As  the  Fhenicians  did  on  Junah,  then 
Cast  me  out  from  amongst  them ,  as  an  offering 
To  appease  tho^vraves.-   The  billow  which  de- 
stroys me 
Will  be  moi'c  merciful  than  man ,  and  bear  me, 
Dead ,  but  still  bear  me  to  a  native  grave. 
From  fisher's  hand  upon  the  desolate  strand. 
Which  >  of  its  thousand  wrecks,  hath  ne*cr  re- 
ceived 
One  lacerated  like  the  heart  which  then 
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WiU  be  *—  But  wherefore  breaks  it  not?  why 
'  '     ):  live  I? 

To  man  tliyself^  I  tnist,  with  tittle'^  tomagti^ 
Such  useless,  passion.    Until  ndw  l3ibu  wert 
A  sufferer^  but  not  a,  loud  one:  why*        •"  »   '• 
WHat  is  this  to  the  things  thou  hast  boi^ne  inisi^ 

lence  — "  ^  "^ 

Imprisonment  and  actual  torture? 

.r.  ..    Double^., 
Triple ,  and  tenfold  tovtar^l  vBut  you  are  right, 
It  must  be  .borne.     Fathe^tfj  your  blessing. 

Would 
It  could  avail  thee!  but  no  lesa.thou  hast  it. 

>  JACOro   ^OSCAKI*      r 

Forgive— 

•      'POO£» 

.   What?         ,  'I 

^ACOFO  FOSCARI. 

My  poor  mother  for  my  birtli, 
And  me  for  having  liv.c^,  an4  you  yourself 
(As  I  forgive  you) ,  ibr  the  gift  of  life. 
Which  you  bestowed  upon  me  as  my  sire; 

MARINA, 

What  hast  thou  done? 
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Nothing.    I  cannot  c]ia:^e 
My  memory  ^th  mnch  m.T0  bottow  v  bnt 
I  hftve  been  so  beyond 'the  common  lot 
Chasten'd  and  vuited^  I  needs  must  think 
Tliat  I  was  vricked.    If  it  be  so,  may 
VfkaX.  I  hayd  undergone  here  keep  me  from 
A  like  hereafter. 

KA&INA. 

Fear  not:  that 's  reserved 
For  yoor  oppressors. 

I^t  me  hope  not 

Hope  not? 

7ACOPO  POSCABI. 

I  cannot  wish  them  ailihej  have  inflicted. 

u4ll!  the  consummate  fiends !  A  thonsand  fold 
May  the  worm  which  ne'er  dieth  feed  upon  th<sm ! 

7AOOVO    FOSCARI. 

They  may  repent 

MARINA. 

And  if  they  do,  Heaven  will  not 
Accept  the  tardy  penitence  of  demons. 
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Enter  an  Officer  ^nd^  Guards. 

OFPICER. 

Signor !  the  boat  is  at  the  shore  *r-*  the  wind 
Is  rising—  we  are  ready  to  attend  you. 

JACOPO   roscABi. 

«  -  '  < 

And  I  to  be  attended.    Once  more^  father.        , 
Your  hand ! 

BOG£. 

Take  it  Alas !  how  thine  own  trembles ! 

JACOPO    FOSCAfil. 

Ko  *-*  you  xoistake;   'tis  yours  that  shalLCSj  my 

father. 
Farewell!  .    '    " 

POGB. 

Farewell!  Is  there,  air^ht  else? 

JACOrO    FOSCABI. 

No  —  nothing* 
•  '    {To  theOfftcer) 

Lend  me  your  arm;  good  signer. 

OFFICER. 

You  turn  pale  — • 
Let  me  support  you — paler  — ho !  some  aid  there  I 
Some  water ! 

Dl  ARISTA. 

Ah,  he  is  dying! 
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lAC^Q/PO   ^OaCABI. 

Now,  I  ^m  ready  — 
My  eyes  swim  strangely — where  's  the  door? 

mahika. 

Away! 
J..et  me  support  him»-«  ray  best  love !  Oh ,  God ! 
How  faintly  beats  this  heart —  this  pulse ! 

JACOFO.FOSCABl. 

The  light ! 
Is  it  tie  light?—!  am  faint 

(OJj^cer  presents  Idm  with  unUef) 

OrFlC9BR. 

He  will  be  better. 
Perhaps  in  the  air. 

^YACOra    FOSCASI. 

-^  I  dicmbt  not.  Futhtr  — •  wife  — 
Your  hands! 

HABIKA. 

There  H  death  in  that  damp  clammy  grasp. 
Oh  God !  —My  Foscari>  how  fare  yon  ? 

JACOPO    FOSGAai. 

Well! 
{HsdUs.) 

QFFICSB. 

He's  gone! 

nooE. 
He  's  free. 
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,  MARINA.  • 

No— no,  be  is  not  dead; 
There  mustbe  life  yet  in  that  heart— lie  could  not 
T^iu  leave  n\e*         ... 

noGB* 

./-,  :  .    ....    DaugLterl   ..  •  .    . 

MARKKA.        ^  , 

,  JJpld  thy  peace, •  .old  man ! 
I  sm'no  "daughter  now  -^  tkau  hast .ng, son.. , 
Oh,  Foscari!  ,„  ,  .. .:  , . 

,  .We  must  remove  the  body. 

MABINA. 

Tpuch  it  not,  dungeon  miscreants!  your  base  office 
Ends,  "v^rith  his  life,  find  goes  not  beyond  murder, 
Even  by  your  murderous  l^ws«    Leave  hi*  re- 
mains 
To  those  who  know  to  honour  them. 

OFF];C£B. 

•  .  ,   ,>....  I  must 

Inform  the  signory,  and  le^rji  their  pl^^siare. 

.      .  .  r  ,   DOG£*  ...  , 

Inform  th^  signory  from  mf.f  the  Do|fp, .,,  „,  , . 
The  have  no  further  power  upon  those  ashes  t 
While  he  lived,  he  was  theirs,  as  fits  a  subject  — • 
Now  he  is  mine  —  my  broken-hearted  boy! 

(Exit  0//lcer.) 
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MAXIMA, 


And  I  most  lire ! 


\ 


DOGC. 

Yonr  cliildren  lire,  Mttrinn 

My  childrcji!  true  —  they  lire,  and  ImnstliTe 
To  bring  them  up  to  serye  the  JBtate,  and  die 
As  died  their  father.  Oh !  what  best  of  blessings 
Were  barenness  in  Venice !    Would  my  mother 
Ilad  been  so  I 

BOGS* 

My  nnhappy  children! 

HABINA. 

What  I 
You  feel  it  then  at  last— j^oa/—  Where  is  now 
The  stoic  of  the  state  ? 

DOGS  {tlirowing  himself  down  by  tJu  bocfy). 

Serel 

HABIKA. 

Ay,  weep  on! 
I  thought  you  had  no  tears  *^  you  hoarded  them 
Until  they  are  useless ;  but  weep  on !  he  never 
Shall  weep  more  —  n^ver,  never  more. 
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JSnter  Loredano  and  Barbahigo. 

XOREOAKO, 

Wliars  here  ? 

MARINA.'  , 

AH!  the  detil  come  to  insult  the  dead!  Avaunt! 
Incarnate  iLucifer !  'tis  holy  ground. 
A  martyr's  ashes  now  lie  there,  which  make  it    . 
A  shrine.  Get  thee  back  to  thy  place  of  torment! 

SABBABIGO. 

Lady;  we  knew  not  of  this  sad  eyent, 

But  pass'd  here  merely  on  our  path  ir om  council 

JftARINA. 

Pass  on. 

I.ORE]1ANO. 

We  sought  the  Doge.     . 

MABINA  {jpoiniing  to  the  £)oge>  who  is  ntill  on  the  ' 
.   aground  hy  hie  son^s  body). 

He  's  busy,  look. 

About  the  business  you  proyided  for  him* 

Are  ye  content? 

SABBABIGO. 

I 

We  will  not  interrupt 
A  parent's  sorrows. 

•     *  MABINA. 

]So,  ye  only  make  them, 

L 

Then  leave  them. 

^  DOGE  (rising). 

Sirs,  I  am  ready. 
roL  XTL  H 


\ 
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BABBABIGO, 

No—- not  now. 

I^OBEDANO. 

Yet  'twas  important. 

If 'twas  so  9  lean 
Only  repeat— I  am  ready. 

PABBAEICO. 

It  shall  not  be 
Just  nowy  tliongh  Venice  totter'd  o'er  tlie  deep 
Like  a  (rail  vessel.    I  respect  your  griefs. 

DOGE. 

I  thank  you.    If  the  tidings  which  you  bring 
Are  eyily  yon  may  say  them^  nothing  further 
Gm  touch  me  more  than  him  thoulook'st  on  there: 
If  they  be  good  j  say  on ;  y  oii  need  not  fear 
That  they  can  comfort  me. 

*■  '  ,  •  •  f 

SARBAAIGO. 

I  would  they  could ! 

DOGE. 

I  spoke  not  to  yoUy  but  to  Loredano. 
tie  understands  me.  * 

HAR2NA. 

Ah !  1  thonght  it  would  be  so 

B06S« 

^Vhat  mean  yoir  ? 
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KARINA- 

Lo !  there  is  the  blood  beginning 
To  flow  through  the  dead  lips  of  Poscari*— 
The  body  bleeds  in  presence  of  the  assassin. 

(7b  LOBEDANO.) 

Thou  cowardly  ihurderer  by  law,  behold 
How  death  itself  bears  witness  to  thy  de^dsf 

xoox. 
My  child  I  this' is  a  phantasy  of  grief. 
Bear  he^ce  the  body.  Q7o  his  attendants,)  Signori, 

iFit  please  you,. 
Within  an  hour  FU  hear  you. 

^Exeunt  Doge  ,   Mabina  ,   and  attendans  adth 
the  body.) 

QManent  LoBsnAKo  and  Babbabioo.) 

SABBA&IOO. 

He  must  not 
Be  troubled  now. 

XOBSSAiro. 

i  He  said  himself  that  nought 

Could  giycf  him  trouble  farther. 

&ARBAKIGO. 

These  are  words ; 
But  grief  is  lonely,  and  the  bx'eaiiing  in 
Upon  it  barbarous. 

roABnAKO. 

dort^rw  preys  upcwi 

Ha 
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Its  solitude ,  and  nothing  more  diverts  it 
From  its  sad  visions  of  the  other  world 
Than  calling  it  at  moments  baqk  to  this. 
The  busy  have'no  time  for  tears.* 

BAASARIOO. 

And  therefbre 
.Yon  tv^iild  deprive  this  old  man  of  all  btisiness? 

XOREDANO. 

,   The  thing's  decreed.  The  giunta  and  ;,  the  Ten " 
Have  made  it  law.—  who  shaD  oppose  .that  law? 

BABBABIGO. 

Humanity!  ,     , 

IiOBSJlANO. 

Because  his  son  is  dead  ? 

BAABABIOO. 

And  yet  nnburied. 

IiOaEDANO. 

*  » 

Had  we  known  thif  lyhep 
The  act  was  .passing,  it  mighjt  have  suspended 
Its  passage,  bat4mpedes  it  not  -—  once  past. 

BABBABIOO. 

I  '11  not  consent. 

XOREDAKO; 

You  have  consented  to 

All  that 's  essential  ^-  leave  the  rest  to  me. 

> 

SABBABXOO, 

Why  press  his  abdication  now? 


AN     UIStOBlCAI^    Tl!AG£])r«  11 7 

XOREBANO. 

The  feeKhgs    ' 
Of  private  passion  may  not  interrupt 
Tlie  public  benefit;  and  what  the  state 
Decides  to-day^must  not  give  way  before 
To  -  morrow  for  a  natural  ac^dent* 

BABBABIOO. 

You  have  a  son. 

IiOIlehako., 
I  have  —  and  had  a  father* 

SARBARIOO. 

Still  SO  inexorable  ? 

LORRDANO. 

Stilf. 

BARBARI'GO. 

But  let  him 
Inter  his  sou  before  we  press  upon  hiu> 
This  edict. 

Let  him  call  up  into  life 
My  sire  and  uncle  —  I  consent.    Men  may, 
Even  aged  men^  be,  or  ap^eaji^  to  be^ 
Sires  of  a  hundred  sons,  but  cannot  kindle 
An  atom  Of  their  ancestors  from  earth.  ■ 

The  victims  are  not  equal:  he  has  seen 
Plis  sons  expire  by  natural  deaths ,  and  I 
My  sii'es  by  violent  and  mysterious  inaladies.  t" 
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I  ^ed  no  pojbon,  bribed  no  subtle  master 
Of  the  destructive  ^rt  of  healings   to 
Shorten  the  path  to  the  eternal  cure. 
His  sons,  and  he  had  four ^  are  deadj  without 
Jtif  dabbluig  in  vile  ^rugs, 

•   ^      BARBARZCO,. 

And  art  thou  sure 
He  [dealt  in  such  ? 

liOBEDANO. 

Most  sure. 

BABBAHIGO. 

And  yet  he  seems 
'All  openness. 

And  lo  he  seem'd  not  long 
Ago  to  Carmagnuola. 

BARBABIGO. 

The  attainted 
4pi4  foreigjti  traitor  ? 

fivcfttto:  whe«k  A^ 
Aftar  the  vejqj  uiiglkt  m  which  Wlb«  Ten<< 
(jein'd  witk  the  Doge),  decided  ld9  destruction^ 
Met  the  gyeat  Duhe  at  daybreijL  with  a  jest, 
Demanding  wjitthev  he  should  Ai^ur  him 
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;, The  good  day  Osgood  iifglit?^'  hisDogd-dkip 

answer'dy 
^>T]iat  lie  iu  truth  had  passed  a  night  of  vigilj 
ffTn  which  (he  add^d  with  a  gracious  8mile)> 
„  There  often  has  heen  question  about  yoii*.*'  ' 
'Twas  true;  the  question  was  the  deafli  tenbhreA 
Of  Carmagnuola^  eight  months  ere  he  died; 
And  the  old  Doge>  who  knew  him  doom'd>  imile^ 

on  him 
With  deadly  cozenage  >  eight  long  montha  befo- 
rehand *-* 
Eight  months  of  such  hjptictiAy  Jur  is 
Learnt  but  in  eighty  years.    Ri^ve  Garmagntiola 
Is  dead^  so  are  young  Foscari  and  his  brethren  -— 
I  never  smiled  on  them. 

BAEBARIGO.. 

Was  Carmagnuola 
Your  friend? 

l40B£nAK0. 

He  was  the  safeguard  of  the  city. 
In  early  life  its  foe ,  but  in  his  manhood> 
It^  saviour  first  9  then  victim. 

BA&SARXOO. 

Ah !  that  seems 
The  penalty  of  saving  cities*    He 

*  An  historical  fact. 
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IVlioin  we  now  act  against  noff^nly  saved 
Our  own,  but  added  others  to  her  sway. 

X'OBEDANO. 

The  Romans  (and  we  ape  them)  gave  a  crown 
To  him  who  took  a  city;  and  they  gave 
A  crown  to  him,  who  saved  a  citizen 
In  battle :  the  rewards  are  e^ual.     Now, 
If  we  should  measure  forth  the  cities  taken 
By  the  Doge  Foscari^  with  citizens 
Destroy'd  by  him ,_  or  through  him ,  ^e  account 
Were  fearfully  against  him,  although  narrow'd 
To  private  havoc,  such  as  between  him 
And  my  dead  father. 

BA&BARIOO. 

Are  you  then  thus  fix'd? 

XOREDANO. 

Why,  what  should  change  me? 

BABBARIGO* 

That  which  changes  me : 
But  you,  I  know,  are  marble  to  retain 
A  feud.    But  when  all  is  accomplish'd,  when 
The  old  man  is  deposed,  his  name  degraded, 
His  sons  all  dead,  his  family  depressed, 
And  you  and- yours  triumphant,  shall  you  sleep  ? 

XOBEDANO. 

More  soundly. 
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BAltBARZGO. 

That  'd  an  error ,  and  you  '11  find  it 
Ere  you  sleep  lykh  your  fathers. 

They-  sleep  not 
In  their  accelerated  graves  9  nor  "will 
Till  Foscari  £lls  his.     Each  night  I  see  them 
Stalk  frowning  round  my  couch,  and^  pointing 

towards 
The  ducal  palace  >  marshal  me  to  vengeance; 

BARBAB.IGO. 

Pancjr's  distemperature !  There  is  no  passion 
More  spectral  or  fantastical  than  hate; 
Not  even  its  opposite ^  Love,  so  peoples  air 
With  phantoms,  as  this  tiiadness  of  the  heart. 

Enter  an  Officer. 

I^ORjeUANO. 

Where  go  you,  sirrah? 

OFEICER. 

By  the  duoal  order 
To  forward  the  preparatory  rites 
For  the  late  Poscaii's  interment 
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BAXBAU60. 

Their 
Vault  has  been  ollen  open'd  of  lite  3rears. 

XOBEDAKO* 

Twin  be  full  sooiXf  and  may  l^e  closed  for  evei\ 

OFFICSB. 

May  I  pass  on? 

I.01IEDAK0, 

You  may. 

BABBAEICQ. 

How  bears  the  Doge 
This  last  calamity  ? 

OFFICER. 

With  desperate  iirmness. 
In  presence  of  another  he  says  little, 
But  I  perceive  his  lips  more  now  and  then ; 
And  once  or  twice  I  heard  him,   from  the  ad- 
joining 
Apar^ent;  mntter  forth  the  words—*  >,My  son !  ^ 
Scarce  audibly.  I  must  proceed. 

{Exil  Ofjftcer.) 

BABBARIGO. 

This  Stroke 
Will  move  931  Veniee  in  his  favour. 

LORKRAirO. 

Right! 


;  •^ 


We  must  be  speedy:  let  us  call  together 
The  delegates  appointed  to  convey 
The  Council'&  resolution. 

'barbabigo. 

I  protest 
Against  it  at  this  moment. 

liOREDANO. 

As  vou  please  — 
I  '11  take  their  voices  on  it  ne'ertheless. 
And  see  Mrhose  most  may  sway  them^yours  or  mine. 

Exeunt  Babbarigo  and  Loredano. 


mmmm^^>mm 
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ACT  V.     SCENE  L 


The  Doge's  Apartment. 

The  DoGB  and  Attendants. 

ATTENDANT. 

My  lord,  the  deputation  is  in  Mraiting; 
But  add,  that  if  another  hour  would  better 
Accord  with  your  will,  they  will  make  it  theirs. 

DOGS. 

To  me  all  hours  are  like.    Let  them  approach. 

{Exit  Mtendant.^ 

AN    OPFICER. 

Prince!  I  have  done  your  bidding. 

SOG£. 

What  command  ? 

OFFICER. 

A  melancholy  one  —  to  call  .the  attendance 

or- 


y 
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JTOGS* 

Tjhie—  true  — :  I  crave  your  pardon.  I 
l9cgin  to  fail  in  apprehension  ^  and 
Wax  very  old—  old  almost  as  my  ypars. 
Till  now  I  fought  them  oiT,  bnt  they  begin 
To  overtake  m6. 

Enter  the  Deputation  i  consisting  of  six  of 
the  Signory,  and  the  Chief  of  the  Ten.' 

Noblte  men ,  your  pleasure! 

CHIEF    O^  THE   TEN. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Council  doth  condole 
With  the  Doge  on  his  late  and  private  grief. 

No  more— «  no  more  of  that 

CHIEF   OF   THE   TEN. 

Will  not  the  Duke 
Accept  the  homage  of  respect? 

'  DQGX. 

I  do 
Accept  it  as  ?|I8  given  —  proceeds 

CHIEF   OF  THE  TEN. 

,^The  Ten/* 
With  a  selected  giunta  from  the  senate 
Of  twenty -five  of  the  best  born  patricians^ 
Having  deliberated  on  the  state 
Of  the  repnbKc ,  and  the  o'envhelnung  cares 
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Whiclif  at  this  moment >  doubly  must  oppress' 
Your  years,  so  long  devoted  to  your  country. 
Have  judged  it  fitting,  with  all  reverence, 
iNow  to  solicit  from  your  vv^isdom  (wliich 
Upon  reflection  must  aqcord  in  this)^ 
The  resignation  of  the  ducal  ring, 
Mliich  you  have  worn  so  long  and  venerably; 
And  to  prove  that  they  are  not  ungrateful  nor 
Cold  to  your  years  and  services^  they  add 
An  appanage  of  twenty  hundred  golden 
Ducats,  to  make  retirement  not  less  splendid 
Than  should  become  a  sov^eign's  reti'eat. 

.        noos. 
Did  I  hear  rightly^ 

CHIEF  or   THE   TEK. 

Need  I  say  again  ? 
noos. 
No.—  Have  you  done? 

CHIEF  OS  TBB  TEK. 

^  I  have  spoken.  Twenty-four 
Hours  are  accorded  you  to  give  an  a«swc]^ 

BOGE. 

I  shall  not  need  so  many  seconds* 

CHIEF  of  THE   TBIT* 

We 
Will  now  retire. 


/ 

Stay  1  four  and  twenty  hours 
Will  alter  nothing  which  I  have  to  say. 

CHIEV  OV  THK  T£K/ 

Sp^ak! 

noGX. 

When  I  twice  before  reiterated 
TUj  wish  to  abdicate j^  it  was  refused  me; 
And  not  alone  refused,  but  yc  exacted 
An  oath  from  me  that  I  would  never  more 
Renew  this  instance.    1  hare  sworn  to  die     ^ 
In  full  exertion  of  the  functions^  which 
My  country  call'd  me  here  to  exercise. 
According  to  my  honour  and  my  conscience  — 
I  cannot  break  m^  oath. 

.CHI£F  OF  THS  TEX. 

Reduce  us  not 
To  the  altematiYe  of  a  decree, 
Instead  of  your  compliance. 

J)0G£.  ' 

FroTidence 
Prolongs  my  days  to  prove  and  chasten  me;    ' 
But  ye  have  no  right  to  reproach  my  length 
Of  days,  since  every  hour  has  been  the  country's. 
I  am  ready  to  lay  down  my  life  for  her, 
As  I  have  laid  down  dearer  things  than  life : 
But  for  my  dignity  —  I  hold  it  of 
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The  whoU  republic;  wiiea  the  general  will 
Is  manifest  9  then  you  shall  be  anawer'd. 

CHIBF   OF  TBS  TEK. 

We  grieve  for  such  an  answer;  bat  it  canHot 
Ayail  you  aught 

DOGS. 

I  can  submit  to  all  things. 
But  notlADg  will  advance;  n6,  not  a  moment. 
yHiat  you  decree  —  decree. 

Cnisr  OF  THE  t£k« 

With  this,  then,  must  we 
Retom  to  those  w?io  sent  us  ? 

*1  un  nave  heard  me. 

CHIEF  OF   THE   TEN. 

With  all  due  reverence  we  retire. 

[Exeunt  the  Deputation,  etc.) 

Enter  an  Attendant*^ 

▲TTENDAKt. 

My  lord. 
The  noble  dame  Marina  craves  an  audience. 

DOGS. 

My  time  is  hers. 
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\ 

Enter  Mahina.  .- 

,  ■«  •         .  .  .  .       .  '  .  '.      •  , 

MARIJ^A. 

My  lord,  if  I  intrude -r-    ..,, 
Perhaps  you  fain  would  be  alone  ? 

])OG£,  - 

Alone! 
Alone ,  come  all  the  world  around  me ;  I 
Am  now  and  evermore«    But  we  will  bear  it 

MARINA. 

We  will;  and  for  the jpakc^  of  tho3e  who  are, 
En^eayoiffM-^  -^  Ok  my  husband  I  .   . '  /  j  j.' 

"...  Ctfv<9.  iX  i\v9>3r{ 

I  cannot  comfort  thee^ 

HARIKA. 

He  mskt  have  livedo,  -t 
So  form'd  for  gentle  privacy  of  life, 
So  loving,  so  beloved^  the  native  of 
Anothet  land,  and  who^so  blest  and  blessing 

As  my  poor  Foscari?  SSthihg'wa^  wantiiig^^'   *^"* 

> 

IJnto  his  happiness  and  mine  save  not 
To  be  Venetian, 


■J  i..  r 
>     I  I  ..  .  ■  • 


'  Or  a  prln^c^s  soil. 

MARIKA.* 

Yes;  all  things  >vhich  corictttce  to  other  iheii^i  ' 

roi  xri.  I 
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bpcrfcct  lu^piBess  or  ]i%h 
B7  tone  stnoige  dcsdnj,  to  liim  psvFTed  de«d]j. 
Tbe  coimtrj  and  die  people  witoai  he  lored. 
The  prince  of  wbomhe  was  the  cidar  bovBy 
And  — 


Soon- may  bea  prince  no  longer. 


H€>W? 


ni^hare  taken  my'$on  from  me^^vidaow  aim 
At  mj  too  long  worn  diadem  and  ring. 
Lrt 'them* r^Mmie  the  gewgaws! 

UAMIJXA. 

Oh  the  tyrants! 
In  tath'  kn  hour  too !   " 

*•  r 

DOCK. 

,    'Ti*  the  fittest  tunc  i 

,  ,       .- .       •  <  •     ^^  ■  • 

An  hoar  ago  I  ahQoId  have  ielt  it 


-•  *    *^  V 


•  And 
Will  yon  not  now  rese^-it? —  Oh  iox  vengeance! 
Bat  he 9  who,  had  )\9.be^i%  enongb  protected. 
Might  have  repaid  protection  m  this  moment^ 
Cannot.aswt  hi«  fathei\ 
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POG£. 

Nor  «lioul3  do  so  . .   . 
Against  bis  country  >  hi^d  he  a  thousand  lives 
Instead  of  Ihat  — 

ft 

They  tortured  from  hipj.  This 
May  he  pure  patriotism.  I  am  a  woman : 
To  me  my  husbaud  and  my  chijdfen  .Vere 
Country  and  home.    J,  loved  htm  —  how  I  loved 

him!- ,         .  * 

I  have  seen  him  pass  through  such  an  ordeal  as 
The  old  martyrs, would  have  shrunk  from:  he  is 

gpne, 

Andl^  who  would  have  given  my  blood  for  him, 

Have  nought  t©  giye  but  tears!  -  But   could  I 

,     compass 

The  retribution  of  his  wrdngs  \  —  Wfell,  well; 

I  have  sons,  who  shall'.be  mfa*  .ri ./ 

YoitJp  grief  distracts  you. 

I  thought  I  could  have  borne,  it,   when  I  saw  him 
Bow'd  down  by  such  oppression;  yes,  I  thoiig¥t 
That  I  would  rather  look  upon  his  corse 
Than  his  prolonged-  captivity:  '^Iktn  plinih*d 
For  tha^  thought  now.     Would  I  were  in  his 

grave!  .      .  :  m 

1a 


. .  - »   /" 
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I  moMt  look  on  Iiim  once  more. 


Conw  witJi  me ! 


IfABIlTA. 

Our  bridal  bed  is  now  kU  bier 

DOGS.  » 

And  be  is  in  his  sbltmd? 

SfAKIKjl. 

Come^  come;- old  man! 
{Exeunt  the  Dogs  and  Mabtn^.} 

Enter  Babbaeigo  and  Lorsdano,. 

.    ^  BABBAasGo  {jko  OB  jAundant)* 

Whfite  U  ihe  Dogfii 

attjskjdakt; 
This  instant  retired  hence 
With  the  illustrious  lady  his  son^s  widow. 

BAItBARIGO. 

Where? 

To  the  chamber  where  tha*  bo<ly  lies. 

'    BABSAaiGO 

Let  us  return  ,  then* 


>       4 


\ 


XORIEIDANO^ 

.     .    You  forget,  you  cauuot. 
We  liave  the'iiuplicit  order  of  the  Giunta 
To  await  their  coming,  here,  and  join  theni  in 
Tlieir  office :  .thcjr.'Jl  be  here  ^9ou  after  us. 

'       $AIIBA]ll60.^ 

And  will /they  press  their  answer  ba  the  Dog^? 

XiO&EDAKO. 

'Twas  his  own  wish  that  all   should  da  dona 

promptly. 
He  answerVi  quickly,  and  must  so  he  answer'd^ 
His  dignity  is  look'd  to ,  his  estate 
Cared  for —  what  would  he  more  ? 

BARBARXGQ, 

Die  in  his  robes. 
He  could  not  have  lived  long;  but  I  have  done 
My  best  to  save  his  honours,  and  opposed 
This  proposition  to  the  last»  thouoh  vainly. 
I     Why  would  the  general  vote  compel  me  hither  ? 

X^O^DANO. 

'Twas  fit  that  some  one  of  such  different  thoughts 
From  ours  should  be  a  witness^  lest  false  tongues 
Should  whisper  that  a  harsh  majority 
Dreaded  to  have  its  acts,  beheld  fey  others. 


» I    «  #  *-r  li 


«     '  •  « 


BARBARIOO. 

And  notksBi  I  must  needs  think  >  for  the  aska 


Ycmr  tailk  mamxribf^    IWerc  best  Acx 


H 


cf 
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XiORBOASro. 

You  talk' but  idly. 

That  remaizis  for  proof.      '  ».  ^' 
Here  come  our  colleagues.   , 


» •- 


Enter  the  Deputation  as  before. 

CHIEF   OF    THE  'TBN. 

Is  the  Duke  awiiro 

-  ■»'    *  .      ■ 

Wo  seek  hi#  presence  ? 

ATTENDAIfT. 

He  shall  be  infotin'di 

{ExU  uiUendani.) 

BABBABIGO'. ' 

The  Duke  is  ^ith  his  son. 

"  CHIEF   OF-  THE   TEN. 

If  it  be  so^  • 
We  will  remit  him  till  the  rite*  are  over.' 
L«t  us  reinra.     'Tis  time  Plough  to-  morrow.  ' 
i/OBEDANo  {aside  ^asABBABioo)*        ■  ' 
Now  the  rich  man's  hell  •^'fire  upon  your  tongue, 
Unquen^h'd  tinquenchablet  X  ^11  fasve  it  torn  ^     « 
From  ilis  vile  babbling  I'o^t^y^  tiU  yba'|h«li'Ut^i^ 
Mothi^ig  but  sobs  through'  bloody  for  this !  Sdi^ 


signon, 


'» 


, }     ,  .    •    '        •    "fy 


I  pray  ye  b^  not  hiilsty.  -   i  ^  {Ahudf^^  the  others,) 
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3ABBABXOO. . 

llut  be  hitman!, 

See,  the  Duke  comes!    . 

'  '    .*.  .  ' 
Sinter  the  Doge. 

I  have  obey'd  your  summons. 

C^IEF,  OF   THE   TEN". 

We  come  once  more  to  m*ge  our  past  request* 

J)OG£« 

4       ' 

And  I  to  answer. 

CHIEF   OP  VHE  TEN. 

>\Tiat? 

^  DO.O-S. 

'  My  only  answer. 

You  hare  heard  Jt. 

CHIEF  OF  TfiE  TEN.  '. 

Hear  .^¥  then  the  last  decree^ 
Definitive  and.aliaoluteJ     .        , 

To  the  point  ~ 
To  the.  point  I --r  I  kupw^of  old  the  foffms  of  office. 
And  gentle  preludeii  to  strong  acts  t*  Go  on !    . 

...      chief:  of  .T»B   TEN,  ... 

Yon  are  no  longer  Doge;  you  are  released 
From  yoiir  imperial  oath  a^  sot.emgojj  ■..  - 


\ 


\ 


Your  ducal  robes  must  ])e  jmt  ofiT;  but  for 
'Your  seryicfs^ ,  the  srtate  al^otar  tlic  appanage 
Alr^a^y  Wfjitiovt^i  in  our  former  congress. 
Tliree  dfys  are  left  you  to  remove  from  hence^ 
Under  tlie  penalty  to  see  confiscated 
All  your  own  private  fortune. 

That  last  clause^  - 
I  am  proud  to^say,  would  wot  enrich  the  treasury^ 

•   .    OUIfF  OP  THE   TPN, 

Your  answer  I  Duke! 

XOBEPAKO« 

Your  answer,  Francis  Fo$caril 

DOGE. 

If  I  could  have  foreseen  that  my  old  age 
.Was  prej^idicial  to  the  state,  the  chief 
Of  the  republic  never  would  have  shown 
Himself  so  far  ungrateful ,  as  to  place 
His  own  high  dignity  before  his  country; 
But  this  Zi^^having  been' 90  many  years  . 
iVb^i  useless  to  that  oountry,  I  w/ould  fftin 
Have  consecrated  mv  last  moments  to  her. 
But  the  decree  being  render'd^  I  obey. 

CHIEF   op  THS   TEN. 

If  you  would  have  the  three  days  named  extended  j 
We  willingly  will  lengthen.  the;n  to  eight," 
As  sign  of  our  esiQem. 


I         >♦ 


1^'  TB*    rw&  rOBCABli 

DOGlE.  ' 

Not  eiglit  hoixrs ,  signer. 
Nor  even  eight  minutes.  —There  '» the  dncalring, 

{Tahing  off  his  ring  and  cap.) 
And  there  the  clucal  diadem.    And  so 
The  Adriatic  *s  free  to  wed  another. 

CHIEF    OF   THE   TEN. 

Yet  go  not  forth  so  quicldy. 

I  am  old,  sir. 
And  even  to  move  but  slowly  must  begin 
To  move  betimes.    Methinks  I  see  amongst  you 
A  face  I  know  not —  Senator!  your  name, 
You ,  by  your  garb ,  Chief  of  the  Forty ! 

MEMMO. 

Signory 
I  am  the  son  of  Marco  Memmo. 

noGE, 

Ahl 

Your  father  w«s  my  firiend;'— *  But  ioita  snifeUker^ ! 

What,  ho!  my  servants  there! 

ATTE1VI>A7. 

»         .  .  My  prince  I 

BOGS. 

No  prince  — . 
There  are^  the  princes  of  the  prince!  .{Pointing 

''  to  the  Ten's  Deputation.)  •—  Prepare    . 
To  part  from  hence  upon  the  instant.' 


AN    H.XaXOlUCAJU     :]^AA(^£DY.  l^C) 

CHltX  OV  TUE    TEKv 

Why- 
SorasklyJ.^twiU  give  scandal. 

Answer  that; 
{To  the  Ten.) 
It  is  yOTiP  province.*^  Sirs;  bestir  yourselves; 

{T6  the  Servants.) 
There  is  one  burthen  vrhicsh  I  b^g  yoil  bear 
With  care  ^  although  ?tis  past  all  farther  harm  *— * 
But  I  will  look  to  that  myself. 

BABBABICHI. 

He  meana 
The  body  of  his  son. 


.- .  '-> 


,      .    I  t  Iff       •■.! 

««.»«.•_«•  i  •    i  .Cvi,'i.»- 

POGJB.  ',  ;a  ^.o' 

V  -- 


And  call.Marina» 
My  daughter ! 

JEnter  Marina; 


DOQS. 

Get  thee  ready^  we  must  mourn 
Elsewhere. 

HABIKA. 

And  .every  where* 

D00S4  .  *  *  .  . 

True;  butm  fceedosi, 
Without  those  jealous  spies  upon  j the ^reat.. 
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Slgnorsi  you  may  depart?  what  wcruH  you  more? 
We  are  going :  do  you  fear  that  we  shall  bear 
The  palace  with  us  ?  Its  old  walls  ^  ten  times  . 
As  old  as  I  am  9   and  I  'm  Tery  old. 
Have  served  you,  so  have  I,  and  land  they 
Could  tell  a  tale ;  but  I  invoke  them  not 
To  fall  upon  you  J  else  they  would ,  .as  er$t 
^he  pillars  of  stone  Dagon's  temple  on 
The  Israelite  and  his  Philistine  foes. 
Such  power  I  do  believe  there  might  exist- 
In  such  a  curse  as  mine ,  provoked  by  such  :  . 
As  you;  but  I  curse  not.     Adifeu^  good  signors! 
May  the  n^^ct  duke  be  better  than  the  Mesentl 

liOBEDANO. 

The  preaent  duke  is  Paschal  Malipiero. 

-I 

Not  till  I  pass  the  threshold  ofthes^  doors;  . 

Saint  Mark's  great  bell  is  soon  about  to  toll 
For  his  inauguration. 

noG£«  * 

Earth  and  hcaveni' 
Ye  will  X'everberate  this  peal ;  and  I 
Live  to  hear  this!  —the  fir«t  doge  who  e'er  heard 
Such  sound  for  his  suoeess^r  I  Happier  he, 
My  attainted '  predecessor ,   stern  Faliero  — 
This  inudt  at  the  least  was  qpal^ed  him.  .  •    .   .    ' 


\ 


,    f 


-     ^«  J 
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LOBJBDANO.  ^ 

What      •    •    !    ' 
Do  you  regret  a  traitor? 

No —  I  merely  > 
Envy  the  dead.  » 

CHIEP  6i^  irRfi  ten.  "      t 
Sly  lord,  if  you  indeed 
Are  bent  upon  this  rash  abandonment 
Of  t£ie  state's  palace ,  at  theleadt  rttjpe 
By  the  private  staircase  ^    which  conducts  you 

-towards      '^:.  J ":::''' 
The  landing-place  of. the  canal. 

nooE/ 

N6,  I 
Will  now  descend  the  stairs  by  which  I  mounted 
7o  sovereignty  -^  the  Giant's  Stairs^  oiiiwhose  ' 
firoad  emiiience  I  was  invested  duke. 
My  services  have  calfd  me  lip  those' steps, 
The  malice  of  my  fo0s  will^  drive  me  down  them. 
There  five  aild  thirty  years  ago  was  I 
Install'd,  and  traversed  these  same  halls  from*whk}i 
I  never  thought  to  be  divorced  except 
A  corse —  a  corse,  it  might  fee,  fighting  for  them  — 
But  not  push'd  hence  by  fellow  citiz^ns^  ' 
But,  come;  my  son  and  I  -vtill  go  together  — * 
He  to  his  grave  ^  and  I  to  pray  for  miqe. 


l4t  THS    TWO    FOtCABT. 

^  CHIEF  OF   TBS  TEK. 

What  tliua^in  public  ? 

DOGE* 

I  iras  publicly 
Elected 'y  and  so  will  I  be  deposed, 
Marina!  art  thou  wilHng? 

KABIKA. 

Here  'smy  arm! 
j>oos« 
And  here  vaj  Uaff:  thus  propped  will  I  go  forth. 

CHIEF  OF  THE  TEN. 

It  must  not  be—  the  people  will  perceive  it. 

POQE.  ^  •  -^        •• . 

The  people ! — There  'a  no  people^  you  well  know  it, 
Else  you  dare  not  deal  thus  by  them  or  me. 
Ther^  is  9^ populace,  perhaps^  whose  looks 
Hay  shanw  you;  but  they  dare  net  groan  near 

curse  you,  , 

Save  with  their  hearts  and  eyes. 

paiXF  ^F  SHE  ^Bir. 

You  speak  ^  passios) 
Eke^ 

EOGX. 

You  hare  reason.  I  have  spoken  much 
More  than  my  wont:  it  is  a  foible  which 
Was^ndt  of  mine,  but  more  excuses  you,  » 
IPAsiiniM^li  as  it  shows  that  I  approach 
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A  dotage  which,  may  justify  tltis  deed 

Of  yours,  .^l^pugji  the  laWo^Qes^pt^  nor  ifiUv. 

Farewell >  sirs!  , 

You  shall  not  depart  without^ 
An  cstoiM  fiftJhg  past  and  present  rank.  '  - 

We  "Will  ac66Bipany,  with- ^e  respect^       ■•  -.'  K 

The  Doge  unto  his  private  paliiee.    SxyX 

My  brethren,  will  we  not?  " 

r 

'      DZIT^REKT    TOICES. 

Ay!- Ay! 

i  You  shaft  not;  ' 

Stir—  in  my  train,  at  I«ast*  -  I  enter'd  here 

As  sover^ajurr?  I  go  out  as  citizen 

By  the  same  portals ,  but  as  citizen, 

AH  th^se>  Tain  ceremonies  are  bas^  insttlts^'      ^> .  — 

Which  only  ulcerate  the  heart  the  more,     ;    ^ .  ^ 

Applying  poisons  there  as  antidotes. 

Pomp  is  for  princes—  I  am  7»oAtf ! — That's  false, 

1  oil*,  but  only  to  these  gates»«^Ahl 

2>OA£IIAKO. 

Hark! 
{The  great  hell  cf  St.  MartP*  tolls.) 

BAHBAKTlioi  * 

The  bell! 


l44  THK   T^ITO    rdSCARI, 

CHIEF  OF  TOE  TEK. 

SL  Msrk^s y-yrhk^<oUs  €ar  the  electioH 
OfMalipiero. 

4  Well  I  jrecognize 

The  sound!    I  heard  it  oncey  bnt  once  beCore, 
And  that  is  five  and  durty  years  ago; 
Even  then  I  u^a^  ^tot  yoUng. 

Sit  downy  my  lord! 
Yoir  tremble.  , 

'•  •  DOGB. 

Tis  the  knell  of  my  poor  boy  I 
My^  heart  aches  bitterly. 

I  pny  yon  'sn*' 

No;  my  seat  herd bas  been  a  throne  till  now. 
Marina!  letns  go. 

MABINA. 

'Most  rea'dily. 
DOGE  {waits  <t  few  stepsy  then  Haps), 
I  feel  athirst— -  will.no,(\ne  luring  mc  here 
A  cnp  of  water? 

BAVBABIGO.  ^ 

MARINA. 

And  I  — 


'  '  I  .  \  *»  t 
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xoiiBDAiro. 
f     ^     •  •-.;'.,  And  I.-—     :  .^ 

{The  D0OV  tales  a  goblet  from  the  hand  ofho-^ 

BEPANO.) 

DOG2* 

I  tsike  yours  f  Loredanb^  fxpm  the  hand 
Most  fit  for  such  an  hour  as  this. 

.  :.     Why  *o'     :'• 

'Tis  said  that  our  Venetian  crystal  has 
Such  pure  antipathy  to  poisons  as 
To  bursty  if  ausht  of  venom  toucheajt. 
Yon  bor^e  this  goblet^  and  k  is  not  bcok^^ 

Z.0B£])AKO. 

WcU,  air! 

dogs; 
Then  it  is  false ;/  or  you  are  true. 
For  my  own  part,  I  credit  neither  j  ^tis 
An  idle  legend. 

You  talk  wildly;  aad       '      U  :!  »< 
Had  better  aow  be  seated ,  nor  as?  yet  if; 

t)epart;  Ah !  now  you  look  ais  looked  Uyhttlband?  ; 

>' BAaBABieb^  -  .    ./  .1...     ....!:':r. 

tie  sinks!  »  snppbtt  himt  -«*^ qtlick^^  a  dlkairl>-^'i' 

support lum J        :li  .  "K 
FolXII.  K 


The  t^U  tolb  on  I  ^"let '«  hence  •—  my  brain's 

-  -^  •  ^•^'^.-    on  fire!-       "** 

BABBABIGO. 

I  do  beseech  yon,  lean  upon  us! 

'     '-*•"•-      ' '  '   Dogs. 

•■•""    ■'      ■   "■  "'No!-   ■ 
A  sovereign  shonld  die  standing.  Hy  poor  boy  { 
Off  with  yotkr  lirms !  •—  That  belli 

{The  Doos  drops  dsmn  and  disM.) 

%Oo'dlMyGod! 

'  BAttBA)Bld0 '{/O  t/OBEDANo);     ' 

Behold  rycmrWbibk''s'  ^j'onipletedi  '  '    * -' 

CHBIV'OF  TBB  TBK.     * 

Is  thetei!hen 

No  aid?    Gall  in  assistimce! 

,  >      .  ••    •  .  •       »■• '  * 

Tis  all  ove^ 

^nnsF  Qt  Tse  ten. 
If  It  be  to ;  atleasl'hist  Qibseq[tue9  '^    / 
Shall  be  snchr  at  befits  liis  nasui  and  tiation^ 
•HiS'yanL'andfaU.aEiifQiKmtQ  the  duties!  . 
Of  the  realm  >  while  his  age  petmitted  him 
TodQhibaselfa2idt{f)eai^fiiIIj|astie.e,   fifel]ire% 
B9J$  shaltttlnotibt  eo^j  i 
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He  has  not  had 
The  misery  i»  die  a  subject  "w&ere 
He  reign'd:  then  let  his  funeral  rhe3  be  jpiincelyi 

I        '    CHUEV  OF  mvat  'TBK.  ; 

We  are  agreed  then? 

^1 ,  except  LoaxDAiRD  >  arUfiper 
•    '  '  .'        \  Yes;   ••      '       '    ■  ^  I 

,      ,    w  .CHIEF  OP  r^  O-BN;  '  •  ;    !•" 

Heaven's  jpcdcebftiRHltiidafai  I 

Signors ,  yobr  pardon :  this  is  mockex^* 
Juggle  no  more  with  that  pooi^'remnant^wUehi   '. 
A  moment  since  ^  vrhile  ye^  it.had  a  soul, 
(A.  soul  by  whom  you  have  increased  your  empire^ 
And  made  your  power  as  proiid  as  was  his  ^Jory)r 
You  banish'd  from  his  palace ,  and  tore  down 
From  his  high  place,  with  such  relentless  coldness ; 
And  now  when  hd  eih  ifeither  know  these  honours. 
Nor  would  accept  them  if  he  coutd,  yoii,  sigiloifi/ 
Purpose,  with'idie  and  strp'efdiiodk  pomp,      '  / 
To  make  a  $ageaht  dVer  what  you  ti^aiiipl^d;  *;'  *'* 
A  prinfteiy.  f uneraf  ■  will  be'^^'irour  reproach;   '  '  *  ^  ^■ 
And  not  his  honour*  ji.  > 

Lady,  we  revoke  not 
Owr  purposes  so  readily.  * 

K2 


/ 


l4t  TUB    TWI)   FOIOAaly 

*      .    STARIKX. 

I  know  it, 
Asiar  as  toucitesforturing  the  living.      . 
I  thonght  tUe  dead  bad  been  beyond  even  you, 
Thougb  (some^  Ao  .d€ttbt),  consigned  to  powers 

which  nay 
Resemble  that. yon  exercise  on  earth. 
Leave  him  to  me ;  yon  would  have  done  so  for 

His  dregs  oflife^which  you  have  kindly  shortened; 
It  is  my  last  of  duties »  and  may  proTe 
A  dreary  oomfort  in  my  desolation. 
Grief  is  fantastioai  ^  aiid  loves  the  deady  • 
And'the  apparel  of  the  ^ave. 

CnnV  OF  THB  tEjT. 

•  •  •»    >  . 

Do  you  • 

Pretend  still  to  this  office  ? 

.      V  ,  ..  .MARINA. 

!     .,  Ido,signor. 

ThptJgh.his  possessions  have  been  all  consumed 
In  the  state's 'service^  I  have  still  my  dowry^ 
Which  shall  be  consecrated  to  his  rite% 
And  those  of—   .         (Sji^  stops-  with  agitation.) 

CHIEF    OF   THE   TBK%  •  ^   • 

Best .  retain  it  &r  your  children. 

;      .  MABINA. 

Ay,  thev  Ar«  fatherless ,  I.  thank  you. 


;       AX     J^ISTOJIICAI;^.    TH^AGJBfiT.  14^ 

,   emMF  ow  Tss  tsv^ 

Cftnn<^t  comply. with yonlrMciaeftt^    HHrftKcA 
Shall  be  exposed- with  wonted  p5Mnp^and  followed 
Uttto  their  home  by  th^  new  Doge^  not  clad 
A»  JDog€i^  buft  simply  em  .a'4e»fttor. : 

I  haye  lieard  of  murderers  >  wko  h»rt  itit«rs'd  . 
Their  victims ;  but  ne'er  heard^  until  this  hour, 
Of  so  much  splj^dour  i^  hypocrisy 
P'er  tho«e  they  slew.  I V/O  heaipd  of  widows*  tears  '— 
Alas  1 1  hare  shed  some  -*n  always  thanks  to  jm^  h. 
I  'ye  heard  of /«tf£r«  in  sables—^  yon  haye  leilt  none 
To  the  deceased;  sq  you  would  act  the  part 
-  Of  such..  Well,  sirs,  your  will  be  done !  as  one  day 
I  trust,  Heaven's  will  be  done  too! 

CHXXf   OF   THS   %£N« 

Know  you,  lady, 
To  whom  ye  speak,  and  perils  of  such  speech? 

MABINA. 

I  know  the  former  better  than  yourselvQp; 
*  The  latter—  like  yourselves ;  and  can  face  both* 
Wish  you  more  funerals  ? 

BARBABIOO. 

Heed  not  her  rash  words ; 
Her  circumstances  must  excuse  her  bearing. 


/ 


IjO     THX'TWO  rOaCARI^  Alt   XUVTUBICAl'   TAAODT, 


m 

We  will  not'  note  them  down. 
B  AiBkamo '  {/i»;:lifc]i|j^  Ml  fMisfs3iJh!(0  y  wfUb  i$  wrUing 

upon  kU  ifahliit)! 

Wliat  art'tlioti  wtitiBgy 
With  such  an  earnest  bA>Kr,  upon  ^y  te^Jets? 

xoBEiiANo  {pointing' to  the  Doon^s  body^. 
That  M  hat  paid  ine I'*' 

.     '      '   '  •      oaitF  OF   *tlEtE   TBK» 

What  dpbt  didlie.dwe  you? 

XOBBDANO.  *        •  - 

A'  long  and  just  one ;  Matnx^'s  debt  hni  mine. 

[Curtain  faUs.) 

.  .  .    •  ,  •    » 

*  L'ha  pagataJ*  An  historical  fact.     See  the  History 

of  Venice,  by  P.  Daru^  page  4ii,  vol.  ad. 
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lElXTRACT    BE   Xi^QISTOlRB    DB     "LA 

RifePUBLIQUB    J>B    VENISB     PAR    P« 

DARU    DE  X^'ACAB^MIB   FRAN- 

9AISB.    Tom.  IL 

Uepuis  trentc  ans  ^  la  r^pnlilique  n'ayftit  pas  d«^ 
pose  lea  amies.  Bile  avait  acquis  les  proYincea  do 
Brescia*  da  BergamOi  do  CrtoO|  et  la  princlpautdi 
de  Rayenne* 

Mais  ce^L  guerrea  contlnuellea  faisaient  beaucoup 
de  malhenreux  et  de  mecontents*  Le  doge  Fran- 
cois Foscari,  a  qui  on  &e  pouvait  pardoxmer  d'en 
aToir  6t6  le  promoteuri  manifesta  une  seconde  foia, 
en  i44ay  et'  probablement  avec  plus  de  sincerity 
quo  la  premiere  9  rintention  d*abdiquer  sa  dignittf. 
Le  conseil  s^y  refusa  encore*  On  arait  ezlg^  do 
lul  le  serment  de  ne  plus  quitter  de  dogat.  D  ^tait 
d6jk  ayanctf  dans  la  Tieillessey  conservant  cependant 
beaucoup  de  force  de  t^te  'et  de  caract^re ,  et  joui- 
ssnt  de  la  gloire  d'avoir  tu  la  rtfpublique  etendre 
au  loin  les  llmxtes  de  sea  domaines  pendant  son 
administration. 
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Au  milieu   de   ,cea    prosp^rltds,    4e    grand*  cKagrms 
Tinrent  inettre  a  rdpreiire  la  fermet6  de  ton  ante* 

Son  fils,  Jagques  Foscari,  fut  accuse,  en  i445, 
d'aToir  rcQu  des  presents  de  quelquea  princes  ou 
seigneurs  Strangers ,  notamment ,  dissait  -  on ,  du  due 
de  Milan,  Fiulippe'Yis^^U,.^^  Ojjftaiti  n^n-seulement 
line  b|L8SQS8e,  mais  une  infraction  des  lois  positire* 
de  la  ]^i$publique« 

Le  conseil  des  dix  traita  cette  alFkire  commo 
B*i}  se  fut  agi  d'un  delit  conimis  par  un  particulier 
obscur.  li'accuse  fut  amene  deyant  ses  juges,  de- 
rant  l#l  dk>g«,  .  qui  nei'  cent.. pas  poilvolr  sraliat0nir 
de  pf e^der  ^e  tribnnaly  La  ^  H  iiit  intei^'Og^  a^** 
pliqui  4  la>  r  question ,  ^  deda^rtf  coupable,  «t  il  en- 
tenditV^e  la  bouche  de  son  p^re^  Tarr^t  qui  le 
condamnait  i  un  bannlssement  perpetuel,  et  le  r^ 
Idguait  i  Naples  de  Romaniea  pour  V  ^^^  ^^ 
jours,  .    .    <      . 

Embarqn^  snr  nno  gaUre  pour  se  tondre  an 
Ivetr  de  son  exil,  il  toiiiba  makde  I  Trieste.  Les 
sollicitations  du  doge  obtinrent,  non  sans  difficult^^ 
Qn'oiiv  lui  assignit  unef  autre  residence*  Bnfin  le 
conseil  des  dix  lul  peritiit  de  t6  retirot  ft  Tr^i^ef 
en  luT  imposant  l^obHgllti6ll  d*y  tester  soiii  p^ina 
de  iii6rt»  et  de  se  pri^senter  toua  lea  fdus  ^ddtant 
le  gourernefun  .  •    •  • 

Q  y  ^tait  depuls  cftiq  tna,  lorsqu'uft  ^sr  cRefs 
du  oonaeil  des  diz  fut'  Ms^atitt^*  Les  soup^fis  se 
py>rf^rent  aur   lui:    nn   de    sea    domestiqaei"  qu*oi^ 

*  £  datagli  la  corda.pVr  avere  da  lui  la  verita;  dhia- 
maio  11  consiglio  de  die^i  colla  giujita,  nel  quale 
fk  m€$Ht    14  dd)^,   fSl  sefEteniEifAe  (Mwiu  8aiiut# 

'    Vife  de'  Ducbi,  F.  Foscari.) 

•  \ 
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arait  ru  a  Venise  fdt  arrdttj  et  snbit  la  't<]hr^tt»«^# 
Led  bourreauX'  ne  Jkurent  lui  ari'acher  auoiin  aVell* 
Ce  terrible  tribunal  ae  fit  aniener  le  nlaitre,  ^<>t 
aoumit  aux  mSm^s  ^prenves:^  H  tesfsta  a  toua  lom 
tourments,  ne  cessant  d^attestet  son  hnn^c^HM*  9 
ttiais '  on  ne  vit  dans  cette  co'nstance  que  'de  1^6b-<' 
atinatioA  de  ce  qu'il  taisart  le  'fait ,  *  on  conclnt  qu4%' 
ce  fait  exis^ait;  on  attribua*  sa  fermete  ^  la  -ma^ 
gie^  et  on  le  r^legua    k   la    Cande.     De  cetto  terr# 


'*  £  'fii  kyirmcntatb  n^  ikiai  eonfeAsb  co0a  alcwrtk, .jpnre 
paYte  al:,co]pfsigUa  de'  d^eci  di  con£narlo  4nr<vit%  aZl^ 
Canpa.  (IbjLd,)     Void  le   texte  du  jugemen^:  x^Cun^ 
JacobnsL  ]^oscari  per  occasionem  percussionis  ejt  n^or^^ 
tis  Hermolai  Boti^ti  fuit  retentns  et  examihatad,  tt 
•  profit er  sigfi^catieneB ,   te&tificationes ,    et  s^riptnvav 
quae.JM^entur  coAtra  fsiun/  clare  appatet  lp8iiwie«^ 
reanok  -prijninis  praedicti , .  sed  .propter  incantationes 
et  verba  quae  sibi  reperta   sunt,   de   quibns' cxistit* 
indicti£(  x&auii^esta,  Tidetup-  propter  obstinatam  men-rf- 
tem  8uam,   iion  esse  possibile  cxtrahere  ab   if»o  il^g 
laiqf,  "^ArfttaAem ;  qmae"clara('eftt  ^v  scFiptnr^s  et^pee 
teati^eaf^onesy  qt&oaiam  iiL  Sf^j^  ttLiquam  nee  vocenijir 
nee   gen^iti^ui/  sed   splium   intca   dcntes    voces    ipse 
videfuf  et'auditur  inlFra  se'loqui,  ,ete;  .  .'  •^Tawen' 
non  edt  dtandum  in  istis  tenmnlii,  propter  KofAoreilii 
•tatda  noatri   «t  pro   makia  Tespectibns ,  priieMf  tidoft ' 
quodjeginMtt   noelruia.  occ^patur  iu  I^ao  re,  et  qui, 
interdictum  est  amplina  progredere :  vadit  pars  quod 
dictus'  Jacobus   Foscari ,   propter   ea  quae  babentuitf 
de  illo,  mittatur  in   confiniiini -In  ci^tatfe  Catieee^ 
etc.  Notice   sur  le  precis   de  '  Jacqnea  Foscari  dane 
un  Tolnme,  intitule,   Raccolta   di  memorie  storicbe 
*  aniMdote,    per  fbrmair  la   Storia  dell'  «xc«lleAtis« 
simo  consiglio   di   X   della   sua   |frima   iusti«ii»one 
sine  a*   giorni  nostri,  con  Te  ^Irerse  vartaaiionl  *e 
rifenne  ncllt  varit  epeehe    •neeetee*  CAvehivtt  de 
Venice.) 
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Uintai<n»   la   iMmii,    dipie   mien  de   qii«Iqi»a  pitic, 
90  cessait  d'4cnM^  a  ton  pire,  a  aaa  aus,  pour   ob- 
ttnir  qud^iie  idoncUsemaBt  4  sa  dtfpovtalioiu  N'ob- 
tcnmt  lien  et  tacbaat  ^ me  la  terreur  qn'iaapirait  la 
aoBteil   dea   diz    ne  Ini  peimettait  paa    d'esp^rer   de 
tronrer  dana  Y^nisa  una   aenla  toix  qui  a'clerlt  ca 
aa  faTenr;   il    fit   una   lettre   poor   le   noiiTeav.  diiG 
da  Milan,    par  laqnelley   an   nom   daa   bona   oScea 
%na  Sforca  aralt  re^na  da  chef  de  la  repabUqne,  11 
implorait  son   interrention  en  farenr  d'nn  innocen^ 
dn  fila  dn  doge. 

Cetta  lettre*  aelon  ^elqnes  UctorSeBa,  Int  c^hk^ 
Sie  a  m  marcbaod,  qui  aTait  promia  da  la  fairo 
parremr  an  due;  mais  qni*  trop  arerti  de  ce  qn'il, 
avait  a  craindre  en  se  rendant  Pintemiedialra    d'nno 

« 

pareilla  correspondance »  «e  hata,  en  debarqn^rt  k 
Yenisei  de  la  remettre  an  chef  dn  trihnnal*  Una 
nntre  rernon,  qnl  paralt  pina  sftre,  rapporte  qae 
la  lettre  fat  snrpriae  par  uu  espion)  attache  an 
paa   de   I'exile*. 

Ca  lilt  nn  nonTean^d^t  dant  on  ent  i  ptinir 
'lacques  Foscari.  Reclamer  la  protection  d*nn  princa 
Stranger  ^tait  nn  crune,  dans  un  snjet  de  la  repn- 
bliqne*  line  galore  partit  snr  le- champ  pour  I'a- 
nener  dans  les  prisons  de  Yenise.  A  son  arrireo 
il  fht  soumis  k  l*estrapade  **.  C'iftait  une  singuliire 
destinde,  pour  le  citoyen  d'une  republique  et  pour 
le  fila  d'nn   prince,    d'toe   trols    fois    dana    sa   vie 

*  La  notice  ciiec  ci*dessna  qui  rapports  las  actas  de 

catte  proctdarc 
**  Sbba  prima  par  aapara  la    vciiia    treuta    tqa^ssi 

di  corda.   (lUria   SanatOy  Yite  de^  Bachi,  F.  Fot- 

cari.> 
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appllqu^  4  la  "question*  Cetto  fois  la  torture  ^talt 
^'autaiFt  plus  odiernae»  qu'elle  A'arait  point  d'ob)«t| 
la  fait  qtt'on '  arait  a  lui  reproclier ,  ^tant  inoon^ 
testable* 

Quand  on  demanda  4  Paacns^,  dans  Its  inter* 
Talles  qua  les  bourreauz  lui  eccordaient ,  pourquoi 
il  arait  .tfcrit  la  lettre  qu'on  lui  produisait»  il  t4* 
pondit  que  c'^tait  pr^cls^ent  parce  qn'il  nedoui* 
tait^aa  qu^elle  ne  tombit  entre  les.  mains  du  tri* 
fcunal,  que  toute  autre  Toie  lux  arait  4it6  fermiSe 
pour  laire  parrenir  ses  reclamations ,  qu'il  s'atten^ 
dait  bien  qu'on  le  ferait  am'ener  k  Vent se ; '  mate' 
qu'il  '  arait  -  tout  risqu^  pour  aroir  la  ^-coasolatioa 
de  Toir  sa  femmOy  son  p^e,  et  sa  mire  encore, 
line  fois* 

'  Sur  eette  nalre  declaration ,  on  confirma  se 
sentence  d'esul)  mais  on  l^aggrara^  en  y  ajou'* 
tant  qu^l  serait  retenue  en  prison  pendant  un  an. 
Cette  rignenr,  dont  on  usait  enrers  un  malbenreuxy 
dtait  sans  donte  odieuse  i  mais  cette  politique,  qui 
defendait  k  tons  les  citojens  de  faire  interreair 
le*  etrangers'  dans  les  affaires  Interiqure^  de  la  ri" 
publifpie ,  etait  sage«  :  £lle :  ^taxt  ehee  eux  une  ma- 
xime  de  gourernement  et  una  mazime  snflezible* 
L'historien  Paul  Morosini  *,  a  conte  que  Tempe- 
areur  Frederic  III ,  pendant  quUl  etait  rb6te  des 
.Venitiens  f.  demSttda  comme  une  fareur  particuliire, 
I'admission  d'un  citojen  dans  le  grand  conseil,  et 
la  grace  d'nn  ancien  gourerneur  de  Candie,  gendre 
du  dogo  et  banni  pour  sa  mauraise  administration, 
sans  pouroir  obtenir  ni  Pune  ni  Pautre* 

*  Historla  di  Venesia,  lib.  23. 
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perttuAMoa  do  voir '  ca -f eitiaie ,    aes  enfanUi    aes  pa- 
raaMs^  qu'il    allaiC   quitter-   Jpour'  toujoursi       Cetta 
derni^re    entrevue    inline    fut    accompagn^e    de    cru« 
a«t^9'  pat  la  aey^r^  ciKodfasliecfioii ,    quir^enalt  lea 
^anehenenta  do  la  doul6ur  pateraelle  at  -coajugale* 
Co   Ho. fut   point  :dana. rinterieur    dit  l6«r, apparto- 
nettt  f  GO  fnt  dana  nno  des ,  grandes  aallea  du  palaia, 
^ttfttnoifenunor  Accompagm^d  do  aea  ^aatto  £X$9  Tint 
fasro' lbs jdermera. adieus  arson  marl,  rqn'un-yp^r^  oo- 
togifoaire'  et  la,  dogarosffo  accabl^  d'tnfirmit^ayt  jonl- 
vent'  vm^  stoment   do  la  .  tristo   consolation  ^  fm^lea 
lenira  •  lamaa   i  vellea   do  ^lenr   oxil^v   :  U  ao  jeta  k 
loiira  geBDiis    on   leu^  tendant   des.  mains,  dialoqu^ea 
part  la  torture ,  pour  les  supplier  do  sollicite)r.  quel-i 
^e  adoUciaseaient  .k-lsL.  ^antenco    qui  ■  vrenait  d'dtrp 
pim^onoe  contra  .lui^    .Son  p^   out  lo  courage  do 
loi  r^po&di'ei  «,N(m9  mon  £ls,    respectes.  totre  ar-« 
x^»-!et  obeissea    sans  )  nuurmuro    k  la,  .seig&^nrie**'* 
A  cea  matt  il  jo  ae'panL.do  I'infortundy-  qui.  £at  anrr 
le- champ  emharqud   pour   Candie.      .^    ;. 

L'antiquit^  Vit'  itrec  autant  d'luoxifeiir  quo  d'ad<« 
auratiott  ma  piro  tkandamnant  .aes  ^  eyidt||ment 
••t^abla^     £Qo  ii^siia  ponr  qualifier  do  TerfiR  amlh; 

'  *  Hffarfn^Sanntb,  dads  s^  clitoniqtte,  V!te  da*  i>add, 
'  •  i»a  aitft  ici^-sam  «ito'a^n»te"att  ]^nf eatioa  ^  d'ltaa  ax« 
pves^Qu '  assea  eaergiq  1|e  £  ,» 11  doge  era  ^vat^cliio  in 
,.  ,  decre^ita  elA  e  catninava  con  una  mazzetta ;  E  quan- 
do  gli  andb  parlogli  niolto  constantemente  cHe  parea 
eh«  non'  fosse  suo  ^linolo,  lic^t  fosse'  figlinolo 
unico,  &  Jattopa  disse ,  mobser  padjre,  yi  ptegp  d^ 
procuriate  per  me,  acciocdii  io  torni  a  casa  mia. 
11  doge  disse:  Jacopo,  va  e  obbedisei  a  qClilo  cha 
mole  la  tcrra^  a  nonaeraa?  pin  oltra.** 


( 

liine '  bii  ^  do  iitotM   ciet  '  eSbtt   ^ui '  psranf  fttt-^^s^us 

de  Ik  nature   hutaialne*)"i]!ta!s  id,    oik    la   premiere' 

faxiX6  n'^^it  qii'uile  faiblesse,    oii  la  seVondft  ii*dtait 

pis  p'rbnVrfe,  oifil'la  ttdisi^mb  n'avait  rien  de  crfmi-* 

nelj  xoriimeht  conceVo{r'la"coi8t!anc6'  d'trii  p^re,  ^ttf' 

yoit  tbxtuter   tto'iV  foh'^6n^fi^  unique',    qui-l»en*' 

tend'cbhdisrmiier  iaiis  *i^iiuVeffc  etr  qui  -n»fecliee''i^as  en' 

plaiAtes;  qui  ne    Taborde    que  pour  lui  montrbr  tin*' 

•wifislge  ^Ris  auat^re  qu'atteniiri ,*  et  ^ui ,'  laiz 'indigent 

de  s*eii  sparer  pour  jamaas .  ^  lu!   inderflit  \6i  lAur-* 

inui^es    et'  jtiflfqu'li  l*espdra«ce?  '    Comment  b±|^liquer' 

1010' ai  cihi^IIe   circonspectibn :    ai  co  n'e^t  en  avou-i' 

ant , '  i '  iotre  honte , '  o\ie    li ' '  'tyranaie   peut  obtbni^ ; 

de  Pi^sj^'ice  Hiimaine  les  'mimed    e£fbrta    qu^'  la  r^r* 

ttu?'    Zia  aertltud^  aurait*-'elle  6ott   Itdrc4'8Qie^coi^M6' 
la;  liberie?  '        •  /•.;.'  ,   '        .     ^  .      ,  ,, 

Quelque-  tempi  ttpr^  te'Jugifemfent,  bn  d^cou- 
irtit  lo  rdritabfe  auteur  de' l^aiaassiiiat,' dbfit  Jacques 
Foscari  portalt  la  peine  s^  maid  il  n'^tait  plus  teinpa 
do.  Sparer  e^tte  ati;bc6  ittjusilc^,  le  malbeureux  .^tait 
ncrt  difttta  aa   jpri^on.     '     -  ' 

«  Ccflaf '  fttt  to  acte  ^ue  ^i  'lie  satiroiV  nl  *  sufissa* 
•  mank' loner/ Hi  aisecMlimMr  ear y  en  ^ete|t  Hue 

:     es^f^^i^c^  ,de  /verttt^  'f»i  f^ndeit  aiaai  fipn  /cee«r 

:    imjpa^^ible  j^^  ou  une»  vic^cupe.  4e,paa»ioii  waXU  ran-  , 
floit  ipisensibU,  doitt  ii  I'uiie.iii  Pautre  i'est  chose 

^*' j?ctftW'/  alnai  sitrpasfcant  l^tordliiiire'  d'Kiimai^e  Wattt^e  ^ 
et  tenant  ou  de  la  divinity  ou  de  la  bestiality.  Maia    ' 
/        ?1  «8t  plus   raisoanable  que   le  jugemeut  des  hgra- 

-  liiea /s'aeebrde  A  '  sa  gl'eire,  que  la  foiblcssc  dei 
jttgeans     fasse     ctoir*  sa    vcrtu.      Mais    poui'    lura 

;  ^and  il  se  fut  retir^,  tiout  h$  monde  demeUra  int 
la  plaise,  comme  transi  d'hotrenr  ct  de  frayeur,  pour 
7onj^>  temps  sane  •mot' dii^;  pmir  avoir  •♦u  ce  qui 
avait  M  fait.  (Flutarqne,   Valerius  Publicot.) 
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II  aa  rette  ii  raconttf  la  tulto  det  iiuOicuf*  da 
p^re*  L'Hifltoire  let  attribne  4  rimpatieiico  qu'- 
aTaient  tea  ciyieinia  et  aea  riraiix  de  roir  yaqner  aa 
place*  Elle  acciue  formellemeiit  Jacket  Ltoredas, 
I'lin  dea  chefa  da  conaeil  des  diz,  de  a'^tre  livre 
centre  ce  Tieillard  anx^coiueila  d'on  Haine  lidrddi- 
taire,  et.^ui  depuia  lon^-tempa  diyiaait  leura  nai- 
tons  *• 

jPran^oia  Foacari  aralt  eaaay^  de  la  faire  ceaaer; 
en  offirant   aa   £Ile   i   I'illaatre   axniral  Pierre  Lore- 
dany  poor  un    de   aea  £ls»     L'alliaiice  avait  ete  re- 
jet^e,    et   rinimiti^  dea  deux  famillea  a'en  etait  ac- 
crue. Dana  tons  lea  con^eila^  dana  toutea  lea  affiirea, 
le  doge  trourait .  totgoura  lea  Loredan  pr6ta  i  com- 
battre     aea    propositiona     ou    sea   inter6ts.      U    lui 
(^cHappa  un    jour    de    dire  qu'il  ne  ae  croirait  reel- 
leneut   prince,   que   loraque   Pierre   Loredan  aurait 
ceaae  de  vivre.      Cet    amiral    mourut  quelque  tempa 
apr^s    d'une   incommoditd    assez    prompte    qu'on    no 
put    expliquer.       II    n'en    fallut   paa    davantage    anx 
malreillanta    pour    infiinner     que    Francois     Foacari^ 
ayant  deairtf  cette  mort,  pourait  biea  I'avoir  liit^e* 

Cea  Bruita  a'accr^diti&rent  encore  loraqu'on  vit 
auaai  p^rir  aubitement  Marc  Loredan ,  frire  de 
Pierre )  et  cela  dans  le  moment  oily  en  sa  quality 
d'aTogador,  il  inatruisait.  nn  *procia  condre  Andrtf 
DonatOy    gendra   da  doge^   accuad   de  p^culat*     On, 


*  Je  snis  principalament  dana ,  ca  r  jcit  one  rolatioa 
snanascrite  de  la  d^potUion  de  Francois  Fosicari 
qui  est  dans  le  Tolame  intitule,  Raccolta  di  meia<H 

.  rie  fttoricUe  a  annedote,  per  formar  la  Stpria  dell' 
cccelleuliesioxo  conaidlio  di-  X*  (ArduTaa:  da  Ye- 
ni»e,) 
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<^criTit  BUT  la  tombe   do.  I'amiral   qu'il  arait  ^t^  en« 
leyd  k  la  patrie  par  le  poison* 

'  .  II  ^  n'y '«YaIt  auoune  preuve,  aucun  indice  con-> 
Ire  Fran9oi3  Foscari ,  aucune  ^aison  m^me  de  le 
8Oup9onQ0r*  .  Quand  sa  Tie  entiere  n'aurait  paa 
dementi  une  imputation  aussi  odieuse,  il  savait  que 
son  rang  ^e  lui  prometcait  ni  Timpunite  ni  mSme 
I'indulgence.  La  mort  tragique  de  I'un  de  sea  pre^ 
d^cesseurs  Ven  ayertissait,  et  il  n'ayait  que  trop 
d'exemple^  domestiques  du  soi^  que  le  conseil  dea 
dix  prenait  d'humllier  le  chef  de    la  rdpublique* 

/  Cependant ,  Jacques  Loredan ,  fils  de  Pierre, 
croyait  ou  feignait  de  croire  avoir  a  venger  lea 
pertes  de  sa  famille  *•  Dans  ses  liyres  de  somptes 
(car  il  faisait  le  commerce,  comme  a  cette  epoque 
presque  tous  les  patricie/is,)  il  avait  inscrit  de  sa  ^ 
propre  main  le'  doge  au  nombre  de  ses  debiteurs, 
ppur  la  inort,  y  etait-il  dit,  de  inon  pire  et  do 
jnon  oncle  **.  De  Tautre  c6te  du  registre,  il  ava,it 
laissd  une  page  en  blanc,  pour  y  faire  mention  du 
recouvrement  de  cette  dette ,  et  en  effect ,  apr^s  la 
parte  du  doge,  il  ecriyit  sur  son  registre:  il  mo 
I'a  payee,  VhsL  pagata* 

Jacques  Loredan^  fut  ^lu  membro  du  eonsoil  det 
Six,   en    deyint   un    dos   trois    chefs,    et   ae  promit 

r 

*  Hasce  tamen  injnrias  qnamvis  imaginarias  non  tam 
ad  animum  rcVocavei'at  Jacobus  Latiredanns  defun- 
ctomm  nepos,  -qvam   in  abecedariilm  Tindictam  op* 

'  portnna.  (Palaz2i  Fasti  QacaXes.)^ 

**  Ibid,  et  I'Histoire  Venitienne  die  Vianolo. 
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bien  de   profiler    de    cette    occation   pour  acconiplir 
la  Tengeance  qu'il  mddltait* 

Le  doge  en  sortant  de  la  terr^Ie  ^pren^^  qu'il 
renait  de  sublr,  pendant  le  proems  de  son  fils, 
s'etait  retir<$  an  fond  de  son  palais,  incapable  de 
se  lirrer  anx  affaires,  consnmd  de  'cbagrins ,  accable 
de  Tieillesse,  il  ne  se  montrait  plus  en  public,  ni 
ndnie  dans  les  conseils*  Cette  retitdte^  si  facile  a 
expliquer  dans  un  yieillard  octogenaire  si  malheu- 
reux,  d^plut  anx  decemrirs,  qui  Youlurent  y  Toir 
tin  uurmiire  contre  leur  arrets. 

Loredan    conunenga    par  se  plaindre    «^.eyant    ses 
coUignes    du    tort    que    les  infirmit^s  du  doge,   son 
absence  des  conseils ,  apportaient  a  Pexp^dition  des 
affaires  9     il    £nit    par    hasarder    et   r^ussit    a    faire 
agrder  la  proposition  de  le  d^poser.    Co  n'etait  pas 
ia  premiere    fois    que    Venise    ayait  pour  ^iince  un 
lionune  dans  la  caducity ;  Pnsage  et  les  lois  y  ^yai- 
ent  pouryu;    dans    ces    cir Constances   le    doge    etait 
•upplde    par    le    plus    ancien    du  conseil.     Ici,  cela 
ne  suffisait  pas  anx  ennemis  de  Foscari*    Four  don- 
ner  plus  de    solennit^    k    la    deliberation,  le.  conseil 
des  dix  demanda   une  adjonction  de    yingt-cinq  86^, 
aatenrs;   mais    coibme  on  n'en  ^oa^ait  pas  Tobjet, 
at  que  le   grand   conseil   i»tait   loin   d^  le  soupfon-p 
ner,  il  se  trouya  que  Marc  Foscari,  fr^re  du  doge, 
'  leur  fut  donne  pour  Pun  des  adjoints.     Au  lieu  de 
I'admettre  k  la  deliberation  >    on  de  reclamer  contre 
ce  cboixy  on  enferma    ce    s^nateur  dans    une  cbam- 
bre  separ^e,  et  on  lux  fit  jurer  de  ne  jamais  parler 
de  cette  exclusion    qu'il    ^prouyait,  en  lui  declarant 
<iii»il  V  allait  de  sa  vie  3  ce  qui  n^empScha  pas  qu[oa 
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a'i&aeriylt:  ton  nom  au  ^u  dtt  dtfcret'  •evuno  i*il  y 

edt  pris  part  *# 

Qaand  on  en  vint  k  la  deliberation*  Loredan  In 
proYoqua    en    ees    termps  **•    ,,81  Vutilite  publique 
,,  doit  imposer  silence  i  tons  lea  intdr^ts  priye3»  jti 
9,  no  doute    pas    que    nous    ne    prenions  aujourd'bui 
,yUne    meftttre    que    la    patrie    reclame    que  nous  lui 
,y  deTon««      Les    ^tats  ne  penrent  se  maintenir  dan^ 
yy  un  ordre  de  <  choses    immuable :    tous    n'are^    qu^a> 
,yVoir  comme    le    n6tre    eat   change 9    et    pombieniZ 
„  le  aerait  dayantage    a'il    n'y  mrait  une  autoriti^  aa-r 
,,  sea  ferme  pour    y    porter    remade*     J'ai  hoate  di| 
„Youa  faire  remarquer  la  confuaion  qui    rigne  danf 
,,  les  conaeilaf    le    d^aordre    dea  d^libdrationa ,.  I'enrf 
„  combreikent   dea    a&ires ,    et    la  l^geretd  ayee  la«» 
quelle    les    plus    importantea    soat   decidiea;    la    li^ 
yycence    de    aotre    jeunesae^^  le    pen  d'aaaidvitd  de# 
„  magiatrata ,  riatroduction  de  nouTeaafte'a  dangereun 
y^aea*     Quel  eat  I'effect  de  cea  d^aordrea?  de  con^ 
^prometbre    noire    cdasideration*      Quelle  ea  eat  1% 
9,  cauae?    I'abseaoe    d'un    cbef   capable    de    aod^r^f. 
,,  lea  vua,  de,  dirJ^r  lea  autrea,  de  donner  r#x/em- 
,ip}e  a  t^aa,  et  4^  anaintenir  la  force  dea  loia« 

yg  Ou  eat  le    tenipa    ou   noa  decreta  ^taient  aita^ 
'^lait&t  ez^cutila  que   r^adua?  ,  0&   Fraa^oia    C^jrrw^ 
'^ae  trouYait  iayesti    dans    Padoae,    ayant    4p    V^^^ 
^  vojir    6t|re    seulemeat   informe    que    nous    vpalipai^ 
„lui  faire  la  guerre?    ixpua   afona    tu  tout  l»  ^J^ 

*  n  fant  cependant   remarquer  que   dans  la  notice  Qu 
Pon  raconte   ce  fait,   la   deliberation,   est  rappbrlee,' 
que  lea  Yingt-einq   adjointa  y  aont  nemm^s,  et  que 
le  nom  de  Marc  Foaeari  ae  a'y  t«euve  paa, 

**  Cette  haraligfae  se  lit  dcuia  la  aotioe  Mt<«  eJl-deaaaa, 
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„  trake   clans    la    demise    guerre    contte  le  Avlc  de 
„  Milan*     Malheureuae     la    republiqua     qui    est    sans 

„  chef!  » 

„  Je  qp  TOU5  rappeUe  pas  tons  oes  inconyenients 
y,  et  leurs  suites'  deplor-ables ,  pour  yous  affiiger, 
„  pour  vons  efifrayer ,  mais  pour  vous  faire  soure- 
nir  que  tous  ^tes  les  mattres ,  les  vonserya tears 
de  cct  etat)  fonde  par  yds  p^res,  et  de  la  li- 
Ibertii  que  nous  deyons  k  leurs  trayaux,  &  leur& 
9^  UMtitutions«  Iciy  le  mal  indique  le  remede«  Nous 
„ A'aT^ns  point  de  chef,  il  nous  en  fant  un*  Notre 
,)  prince  est  notre  ouvrage,  nous  avons  done  le 
„  droit  de  juger  son  m^rite  quand  il  s'agit  ,de  Te- 
^^lire,'  -et  son  incapacity  quand  elle  -se  manifeste. 
5,  i^ajouterai  que  le  peuple,  encore  bien  qu'il  n'ait 
^pas  le  droit  de  prononcer  sur  les  actions'  de  aea 
jy  maHres ,  apprendra  be  changement  ayec  transport.. 
4,  C'est  la  proyidence,  je  n'en  doute  patf,  qiii  lui 
,y inspire  elle-mtoe  ces  dispositions^  pour  yous 
^aTprtj[r  que  la  "republi^e  reclame  ce^te  resoltttlon^.^ 
V^et  que  le  sort  de  I'etat  est  en  yos  mains.*^ 

•  •  •  Ce  discours  n'^prouya  que  de  timides  contra—- 
dictions;  cependant,  la  de'liJberation  dura  huit  jours.- 
L'assemblee,  ne'  se'  jugbant  pas  atissi  sAre  de  Vap- 
pk*obation  uniyer&elle  quo  I'otateur  youlait  le  lui 
faire  croire>  desirait  que?  le*  doge  dohnif  Itii^'mdme- 
sa*  demission.  II  ayait  deja  proposee  deux  fois,  et 
on  n'ayait  pas  Toiilu  I'accepter.  •     <  . 

Aucune  loi  ne  portait  que  le  prince  fut  r^yo- 
eable :  il  etait  au  contraire  4  yie ,  et  les  ezemples 
qu'on  pouyait  citer  de  plusieurs  doges  de'poses, 
prouyaient  que  de  telles  reyolutions  ayaient  tou- 
jonrs  it^  le  xe'sultat  d'ttn  mouyement  popalaire* 
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I 

Mais  d'ailleursy    si  le  do^e  ppuvait  Atrd  depos«, 

ce    n'^tait    pas  assureineiit  pat    un,  tribunal  compost 

d'un. petit  npmjbre  de  zpe^bxes^    institu^  pour  punir 

les.  crim^ ,    .et    nuUement  investi  du  droit  de  r^ro* 

quer   ce  <que  le  corps  souveraiu  do    l*^tat  arait  fait. 

Cependant,    le    tribunal  arr6ta  que  les.  si;i:  cOn- 

seillers  de  la  seigneurie,  et  les  chefs  du  con«seil  des . 

dix,    se    transporteraient    aupr^s    du  •  doge    pouv    lui 

signifler ,    ^^^     l*excellentissjnie     conseil    avait    Ju^d 

convenable  qu'il  abdiquat  une   dlgnite',   dont  son  ,age 

ne  Ivii  permettait  plus   db    reipplir  les  fonqtions.   On 

lui   donnait   i5oo   ducats  d'or  pour  .son  entretieii  et 

▼ingt-quatre  heures  pour  se  decider*; 

Foscari    repdndit   sur  -  le  -  champ    avec  beaucoup 
de  gravite,    que  deux  foisil  ayait  voulu  se  demet- 
tre  de  sa  charge  j    qu'au    lieu    de    le    lui  permettre, 
on  givait  exigd  de    lui    le  serment  de  ne  plus  reite-  . 
rer  cettp^    Semande ;    que    la  j)royidence    avait    pro- 
longe  ses    jours    pour    P^prouyer    et    pour    I'affliger, 
que  cependant  on  n'etait    pas  en  droit  de  reprocher  ^ 
sa  longue  vie,  a  un  homme  qui    avait    employe   qua- 
tre  -  vingt  -  quatre    ans    au  service  'de  la  republique; 
qu*il    etait    pr^t  encore    a    lui  sacrifier  sa  vie  5   mai* 
que ,  pour  sa   dignite  ^    il  la  tenait  do  la    republiquo 
enticre,    et    qu'il    ^e    reservait    de    re'pondre    sur  C9 
sujet,    quand    la    volonte    generale    se    serait  legale^ 
meut   manifestee. 

Le  lendemain ,  a  I'heure  indiqu^e,  les  tonseil* 
Ifers  et  les  chefs  des  dix  se  presenterent*  H  ne 
voulut  pas  leur  donuer  d'autre  reponse.  Le  con- 
seil s'assembia  sur  -•  le  -  champ ,  liii  envoya  demander 

♦  Ce  Dccrel  est  ropportc  textitcUeig/ent  dans  la  notice. 
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^feore  line  fois  •  sa  ^resolution ,  seance  tenante  ,  et, 
la  r^ponse  ayant  ^t^*  la  m^mei  on  prononga.  qii'6 
lb  doge  (Stait  relere  de  son  serment  et'  depos^  de  sa 
-fllgnite,  on  lui  assignah  une  pension  de  i5oo  du- 
vlits  d'or,  en  lui  enjoign^ant  de  sortir  da  palaia 
dans  Imit  jours  ^  sous  peine  de  voir  tons  sea  biens 
fconfisqu^s  *m 

JLe  lendemain,    ce    decret   fut  port^  au  doge,   et 
te  fut  Jacques    Loredan    qui    eut    la  cruelle  joie    de 
le  lui  presenter.    I!  repoudit :  „  Si  j'avais  pu  prevoir 
„  que     ma    vieillesse     fut    prejudiciable    a    Petat,     le 
9,  chef  de  la  rcpublique    ne    se  serai  pas  montre  as- 
,)Sez  ingrat,    pour    preferer    sa    dignitd  k  la  patrie; 
„  mais    cette    yie    lui    ayant    6l6    utile    pendant    tant 
,f  d'annees ,  je  youlais  lui  en  consacrer  jusqu'aa  der- 
„nier  moment.     Le    decret    est  rendu,    je  m'y  con- 
„  formerai."    Apr^s   aroir  parle  ainsi,  il  se  depouilla 
des  marques   de  sa   dignite,  remit  I'anneau  ducal   qui 
fut  brise    en  .  sa  presence ,    et  des  le  jour  suirant  il 
l][uitta    ce    palais,    qu'il    arait  Habits  pendant  trente- 
cinq  ansy    accompa'gne  de  son  fr^re,  de  ses  parents, 
\et  de  ses  amis.      Un    secretaire,    qui    se  troura  snr 
le  perron,  Tinyita    a    descendre  par  un  cscalier  d6- 
rob<$,    afin    d^e'yiter  la  foule  du    peuple,    qui    s'etait 
Vassembld  dans  les  cours,    mais  il  s'y  refusa,  disant 
q\L^l  youlait    descendre    par    oii    il    etait  monte;    et 
quand    il    fut    au  bas  de  I'e&calier    des  gdants,  il  so 
retourna,  appuyd  snr  sa,  bdquille,    yers  le  palais  en 
^rofdrant    ces    paroles :    „  Mes    services    m'y    ayaient 
appelltf,  la  malice  de  mes  ennemis  m'en  fait  sortir.*, 

La  fool^  qui  s'ouytait    sur    sou  passage,  et  qui 

*  La  notice  rapporte  avsti  ce  decret. 
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•pect  et  d'attendriMement  *•  Hentre  dans  <a/  mai- 
aon,  il  recommanda  4  aa  famille  d'oublier  lea  inju* 
7ea  de  sea  ennemia*  Feraonne  daaa  lea  dxvera  corpa 
de  I'etat  ne  a«  crot  en  droit  de  a'etonnerf  qtt'un 
prince  inamovible  e^t  ^e  depoa^  aana  qu'on  lui  re- 
procli&t  rien ;  que  I'etat  cAt  perdu  son  chef,  k  Tin- 
«u  du  a^nat  et  du  corpa  aouverain  lui-mdme*  Lo 
peuple  aeul  Jaiaaa  fSchappev  quelquea  re^eta;  nne 
proclamation  du  conaeil  dea  diJt  preacrivxt  le  al- 
ienee le<  plus  abaolu  aur  cette  .afiairey  ^ona  peine 
de  mort« 

Arant.de  donner  nn  ancceaaeor  i  Franqoia  Foa- 
cariy  une  nouyelle  loi  fat  r^idue^  qui  defendait  an 
doge  d'ouyrir  et  de  lire  9  au^emeut  qu'en  preaence 
de  aea  conaeillers,  lea  dep^chea  dea  ambasaadeura 
de  la  x^^publlquey  et  .lee  lettrea  i.&9  princea  elorattr 
gera  **• 

Lea  decteura  entr&rent  Hit  concIaTO  et  nonune*- 
rent  an  dogat  .Paacbal  Maljpier  le  5o  Octobre,' 
1457.  La  clocbe  de  Saint- Marc »  qui  annon^ait 
iL  y^niae  abn  nouyeau  prince  f  tint « frapper  rereilla 
de  Franfois  Foacari;  cette  foia  aa  fermelcS  Paban- 
doana,  il  ^prouya  un  tel  aaiaiaaementy  qu'il  mourut 
le  lendemain  ***• 

La  K^publique  arr^ta  qu'on  lui  rendrait  lea  m^ 
mea  Konneura   fun^brea  que  a*il  fut  ni«rt  dana  I'ez- 


*  On  lit  dans  la  notice  ces  propres  nxots:  ,jSe  fos^se 
state  in  lore  potere  TOlontieri  lo  ayrebbero  resti- 
tutio-'* 

«*  Hist,  di  Venetia,  di  ^aolo  Morosiui,  Ub.  24. 
'««  Hist,  di  Pietro  Jtfsi iniani ;  Ub.  8. 
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erciee    de    sa    dignity ;  ^mais    lorsqu^on   se    preseata 
pour  enle^er  ses  restes  ,•  sa  veuve ,   qui  de  son  nom 
etait  Marine  Nani,    dedara    qu'elle    ne  le  soufirirait 
point;    qu'on    ne  d<evait    pas  traUer  en  prince  apres 
sa  mort  celui  •  que  '  vivant    on    avait  depouille  de  la 
ceuronue,   et  que ,  puisqu'il  avait   consume  aes   biens 
au  service  dc  I'etat,-  elle  saurait  consacrei^    sa  dot  a 
lul  faire  rendre"  les    derniers    honn^urs    *•       On    ne 
tint    aucun    compte    de    eette    resistance ,  •  et    malgr^ 
les  protestations    de'Pancienne    dogaresse,    le  corps 
fut  enlev^)  sev^ta-'deSi'Orni^ments  duoaux^  ^xpos^  en 
public,    et     les     obseques    furent    c^lebrees    avec    la 
pompe    accoututtiee.       Le   nouveau    doge    assista    au 
convoi  en-  robe  de  senateur*      •    .'   ^    ■>. 

La  pitie  qu'avait  inspir^e  le  malheur  de  ce  vi- 
eillard,  ne  fut  pas  tout- a -fait  sterile*  •  Un  an 
apr^s ,  on  osa  dire  que  le  conseil  de '  ^iz  avait  ou- 
trepasse  ses  pouvoirs,  et  il  lui  fut  defendu  par  uno 
lol  du  grand  conseil  'de  s'ingerer'  ar  Pavenir  de  ju- 
ger  le  prince,  k  uoins  que  ce  ne  fut  pour  causa 
de  ftlonie  **. 

Un  acte  d'autorite  tel  que  la  deposition  d'un 
doge  inamovible  de  sa  nature,  aurait  pu  exciter  un 
aoul^vement  general,  ou  au  moins  occasionner  une  di- 
vision dans  une  republique  autrement  constituee  quo 
Yenlse.  Mais  depuls  trois  ans,  il  existait  dana  celle* 
ci  une  magistrature ,  ou  plut6t  une  autoritd|  devant 
laquelle  tout  devait  se  taire. 

*  Hist.  d'Egnatio,  liv.  6.   cap.  7. 

•*)^Ce  decret  est   da   25  Octobrc,  1458.  La  notice  le 
rapporte. 
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SX'SRAIT     BE     li'HISTOIRE     DBS    KBPU^ 

'  »■  * 

BlilQ^lTES      ITALIENNES      DU     MO  YEN* 
AGE.       PAR     I.     C     Ii.     SIMONDE     Dfi       > 

sisMOT^Di.     Tok.  X. 

-  • '        ■ '  ■       . 

.     .   IflB.   Doge    d©    Venise,    qui' avalt    prcv«nu    par 
ce    traite>   une     guerre    non    moius    daugereuse     qua,  ' 
celle    qu'il    ayait    termiuee    presque    eu  m^me  temp* 
par.  le    traite    de    LocU  9    etait    alors    parvenu  a  uiio 
extreme  vieillesse*     Francois  Foscari    occupait    cette 
premUre    dignite    de    Vetat    d^s  le   i5  Avril,    i42  3. 
Quoiqti'il    fut    d^j4    age    de    plus    de    cinquante-un 
ans   a  I'epoque  de  sOn    election,    il    etait    cepe&dant 
le  plus  jeime  des    quarante-^un  electeurs.      II  avaxt 
eu    beaucoup    de    peine    a    parvenir    au    rang     qu41 
conToitait ,    et    squ    election,  arait  ete  condiixte^srec 
beaucoup  d'adrei^se.  Pendant  plusieurs  tours  de  scrutin 
ses  amia  les  plus  zel^s  a'etaient  abstenus  de  lui  dt>n-~ 
ner  leur  suffrage,  pour  que  les  autres  ne  le  conside- 
rassent    pas    comme  un  concurrent  redoutable  *•    Le  '  - 
conseil  des  dix  (Hraignait  son  credit  parmi  la  noblesso 
pauyre ,    parce    qu'il    ay,ait    chercbe    a    se  '  la  rendra 
farorable ,    tandis    qu'il    ^tait  prdcurateur  de  Saint  - 
Marc, .  en:  faisant  empliiyqr  ..plus  de  trente  mille  du^ 
cats  a  doter    des    jeunes  £lles  de  bonne  maiison,   ou 
a  etablir  de  jeunes  gentilshonunes*   On  craignoit  en- 
core   sa    nombreuse  famille,    car    alors  il  etait  pera 
de  quatre  enfans,    et    marie    de    noureau;    enfin   on 
redoUtait  son  ambition  et    son  goikt  pour  la  gue^'re. 
L'opinion    que    ses    adversaires    s'ctaient    formee    da 
lui  fut  verifii^e  par  le^  evenemensj    pendant    trente - 

"^  Marin  Sannto,  Vite  dc*  Ductl  di  Venczia,  p.  967* 
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qWatte  ans    que   Foscari   lot  i   la   Ute  do  la  s^u- 
Uiqae,  elle  no  cesca  point  de  coabattre*  Si  Jes  bo- 
atilit^s     ^talent     sntpendues    dnrant    qaelqnes     mois. 
c'tfCait  pour   recommencer   bieiit6t'  ayec   pins  de  ▼!- 
gaeiiT.     Ce  fut  Tepoqne  oh  Yenue  ^tendit  40a   em- 
pire BUT  Brescia,  Bergame^  Rarenne,  et    Cr6]iie;   oit 
eHo    fonda    sa  'dominatioii   de   Lombardle,  ct  pamt 
aana    cesse    «nr   le  point  d'auerWr  toote  cetle  pro- 
Tince*    Proibndy    conragemc,     in^raalable,     Foscari 
coBunnniqna    anx    conseils    son   propre  catact^ve,  et 
aes' talents  lui    firent  obtenir  pins  d'inflnence  svr  la 
srepubliqne,    que    n'araient   exerc^  la  plupart  de  mea 
pn^^essenrs*    Mais    si   son   ambition  arait  en  poor 
hut   I'agrandissement   de  sa  famille,  clle  fnt  cmeUe- 
ment  trompeo':    trois    de  ses  iils  monmiHit  dans  les 
linit  annees  qni  suiyirent  son  election ;""  le  qaatriime^ 
Jaceb,  par  leqnel  la  maison  Foscari  s'est  perpetn^ 
fax  Tictime  de   la    jalousie    dn    conseil   des    dix,  et 
mnpeisonna  par  8eB  malhenrs  les  jonrs  de  son  p^re** 
Bn  efiety  le  conseil    des    dix,  redonblant  de  d^ 
ifiance    emrers   le  cbef  de  I'^tat,    lorsqn'il  le  voyoit 
pins   fort   par   ses   talens    et    sa   popnlaritcC  Teilloit 
aans  cesse  snr  Foscari»  pour  le  pnnir  de  son  cr6dit 
et  de  sa  gloire.     An  mois    de   Furrier    i445,  Mio- 
liel,  BeTilaqua,  Florentin,  exil^  k  Yenise,  accnia  en 
secret  Jacques  Foscari  aupr&s  des  inqnislteurs  d'te^ 
d'avoir  re^n  dn    due  Philippe  Yisconti,  des  pr^tens 
d'argent   et   de  joyaux,    par   les  mains  des  gens  de 
aa  maison.      Telle  iStait  Podieuse    proc^nre  adoptee 
i  Yenise,    que    aur    cette   accusation  secrete  9  le  fib 
dn  doge,  du  representant  de  la  majesty  de  la  r^pu- 
bl]que>  fat  mis    k   la   torture*      On  lui  arracha  par 

*  Marin  Sanuto ,  Vite  de*  DncU  di  Ycnesia,  p.  968. 
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Pestrapade '  I'ayeu   des    charges    port^es    contre  luij 

il  ""fat  telc^gu^  pour    lo   reste    de  sea  jours  a'  Kapoli 

de   Romanie,  avec  obligation  de  se  presenter  chaque 

matin    au  comxhandant  de  la  place*.     Cependant,  lo 

vaisseau  qui  Id'portait  ayant  touchy  &  Trieste,    Ja- 

CoT),   gri^vement  malade    des  suites  de  la  torture,  et 

pluft  encore    de    rhumiiration    qu'il    arait    eproure'e, 

demanda  en  grUce  au  consell    des  dix  de  n'^tre  pa« 

enroye  plus  loin.      II    obtint    cette  faveur,  par  und 

deliberation  du  28  DcJcenibre,   i446;  il  fut  rappeM 

a  Trdyise  et  il  eut  la  liberty  d'habiter  tout  le  Tx^ 

risan    indiffer^ment**. 

11  Tirait  en  pais  i  Tr^Tise ;  et  la  fille  de  Leonard 

Contarini,   qu'il  ayait  ^pousee    le   10  Fevrier,    i44i^ 

iStait  yenue    fe    joindre   dana  son  exil ,  lorsque  le  5^ 

Koyembre,   i45o,    Almoro    Donato,  chef  du  consell 

des  ^Xf  fut    assassin^*  Lea  deux    autres  inquisiteurft 

d'etat,  IVaa^no    Grittt    et    Antonio    Yenieri,  portA- 

rent  leurs    soup^ ons  aur  Jacob    Foscari,  paree-4|u*im 

domestique   k   lui,    nonuntf    Oliyier,  ayait  6t6  ru  em 

aoir-la  mtoe  a  Venise,  et  ayait  des    prefers  doa-^ 

nd  la  nouyelle  de  cet  assassinat.      Oliyier  fut  mia  | 

ia  torture,  ntais  il  nia  jusqu'a  la  fin,  ayec  un  <;ou- 

rage  indbranlable,  le  crime  dont  on  I'acotMalt,  quoi* 

que  aes  jugea  ensseut  la  ^arbaHe  de  Ini  falre  doti-^ 

ner   jusqu'i    quatre-yingta    tours    d'estrapade*      '^C&^ 

pendant,     comme   Jacob    Foscari    ayait    de    pnkatta* 

motifs  d'lnimititf    contre   le    cOnseil  des  dix  qui  Pa- 

yait   dondamn4y    et   qui   t^moignait   de    la    biline  av. 

doge    son   p^re ,    on    essaya    cle   mettre   4  •  son  tour 

Jacob   i   la   torture  ^    et   Poq   prolongea    contre  lux 

*  Marin  8anutO|  p«  968. 
**  Ibid.  Vite,  p.  1123. 
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COS.  aSreuf   touriyients^  ,  8an9    r^ussir  ^  en,  tirt^r   au~ 
eune  confession*      Malgre    sa    den^galioi^,  le-  coxueil 
>des,  dix  ,^e    condamna  i^  ,^tre    trai^spqrte  k  la   Canee, 
et  .apcorda    une    re^^omp^nse    a    son    d^latei:^r.      Mais 
lea  horribles  dpule^rs  que  .Jacob  Foscz^ri  avait  ^prou- 
Tees,    avaieut    trouble   sa.    raison,     sea    persecuteurs, 
touches 'de    ce    dernier    malheur,  perm^rent  qu'i^n  le 
ramenat    a    Yenise    le  a6  Mai »    i45i»     ii  embrassa 
aon  .pere»    il    puisa  .da|:i9    s^s    ei^hortations    qyelque 
courage  et    quelque   calpie,    et    il  fut  reconduit  im~ 
mediatem^nt  a  la  Canee  *•  .  ^ur  ces  e&trefa^tes  9  Ki* 
colas  Erizzo  ,  •  liomme    deja    note  pour    un-  precedent 
crime,  confessa,  en  mqurant,  que  c'etait  lui  qui  «Vait 
tue  Almpro  Donato**. 

Le   malheureux    dege;   Francois    Bilacari,     ayait 
dejA  cherch^  .  4    plusieurs  jreprises,    a    abdiqaer    une 
dignity    si    funeste  a    Itii  -  m^me  et  a  sa  famille.     II 
lui  semblait  que  9  redeacendn  «au    rang  de  aimple  ci- 
toyen,   conime  il  n*inspiretah  plus  de  crainte  ou  de 
jalousie>    on    n'apcablerait .  plus    son  fils  par  ces  ef- 
iroyables  persecution^,  -     Abattu    par  .'la  nort  dc  ses 
premiers    eufans,    il.  a^&it    youIu,    dea.  le    7.^  Juin, 
i4&3,  d^poser  une  dignite,  dutant'  Tezercice  de  la* 
q&elle  sa  patrie  ayai^  .6M  tounnent^e    par  la -.guerre, 
par  la  peste,  et  par  des  malheurs  de  tout  jgenre  ***• 
II    renouyela    cette    proposition    apr^    les    jugemens 
readus  contre  son    fils ;    mais.  le    conseil  des  dix,  le 
retenait  forctfment    sur   le   tr6ne,  comma  'H  orotenait 
•on  fils  dans  les  fers* 

*  Marin   Sanuto,  p.  ii38.—- M.   Ant.   Sabellico.  Decs 
III.  L.   VI.  f.  t87. 

*♦  Ibid.   p.  1139. 
♦♦♦  Ibid.   p.    io52. 
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1 
\ 

Sn  rain  i  Jfl(cob  'Foscari,    oblig^  de  se  presenter 
cliaque  -Joiir    au    gouretttenr  de  la  Cande ,  ^reclamalt 
oontre    I'iiijustice    de    sa    derni^ro    sentence-,   sur  1?.- 
quelle    la     confessiou    d*£rizzo    ne    laissait    plus    de 
cloutes*  '*  En    vain  Jl    demandait    gr^ce    au  farouclid 
conseil   des   disj    il    ne    pouvait    obtenir  aucune   re- 
poiis«.      Le    drfsir    de    revoir    son  p^re  et  sa  m^re, 
sLTtires  tdus  denx  an  derriie/  terme  de  la  vieillesse, 
1^   desiit  del  revoir    une    patrie    dont    la    cruaute    ne 
xn^rit&it    pa^f    nn  -  si  tendte  amour,   se  *  chang^rent  en 
lui  eft  une  vraie  fureur.      Ne    pouvant    retourner    k 
Veiiise    p6ut  y  ritre    Hbre,    51    roulut  da  moins  y 
aller  chercher    un    supplice-      II    ecriyit    au    due  dts 
'IVIilaii  k  *lsi'  !fin  de  Mai,    i456,  pour  implorer  sa  pro- 
tection   aupr^s    du    s^nat :     et    sachant    qu'une    telle 
iettre  -stfroit'considef^e    <iommfe  'lin  cpme,    il'  ?ex:-». 
^  posa:  lui~mdi&«  dans    un    liaa  *  oik  il  etait  sur  qu'elld 
seroit  saisie    par  les.    espions  qui  I'entouraient.      En 
effet,  la  lettre  dtant    defdree    au  conseil  des  dix,   on 
I'enroyar ' cbercher    aussit6ty'  «t    il' fUt    reconduit    k 
yenise  lei   19  Juillet,   i456.  ♦ 

Jacob  Foscari  ne  nia  point  aft  lettre,  il  raconta  An 
Bi£m«  temps  dans  quel,  but  il  I'avait  ecrite,  et  com^^ 
ment.  il.llarait  fait  tomber  entre  les  mains  de  ^on  de- 
lateur«  Malgn^  cts .  ayeuz^  Foscari  fut  remts  a  Ja  tor« 
ture,  «t  on  lui' .donna  trente.  .tpurs  d'estrapade,  pour 
Toir  s'il  confirmerait  ensuite  aea  depositions.  Quand 
on  le.  detacba  de  la  corde,  on  le  trouya  declare  par 
ces  horribles  secousses.  Les  juges  permirent  alors  k 
k  son  pire,  a  sa  mire,  4  sa  femme,  et  k  ses  fils, 
d'aller  le    voir  dans    sa    prispn*'     Le  vienx  Foscari, 

4 

*  Marin  Sannto,  p.  1162, 
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appay6  snt   im   bfttouy    no   ae  tridna  qu'aypc   peine, 
dan«  la  chaxnbre  oik  son  fila  unique  ^tait  pans^  de  ses 
hlesavaeea*      Ce    fiU    demandait    encore    la    gr^ce     de 
snourir  dans    sa    maison.  «—    ,,  Retoume  a  tou    exil, 
mon  fils,    puisque    ta    patxie    I'ordonne,''    lui    dit  le 
^Qg^i  9iet  so^unets-toi  a  sa  volont^*'^  Mais   en    ren- 
trant  dans  son  palaisy    ce    malheureux    vieillard  A'e- 
Tanouit,    ^puisd    par    la    yiolence^   qu'il  s'^ta^    faite. 
Jacob  deyait    encore    passer,  une    anneq  en  prison  a 
la  Can^e,    avant    qu'on'  lui    rendjft    la  nii^me  liberie 
Lmitee    a    laqvelle    il  dtait    reduit    avant    oet    ^Tdne- 
;inent|  mais  a  peine  fut  il  debarqu^e  sur  cette  terre 
jd'exil,    qu'il  y  mourut  de  douleur»*    . 

Dis-lors»  et  pendant  quinze  mols,  le  vieux  do— 
ge^    accabl^    d'annees    et    de    cbagrins,    ne    recouvra 
p^us  la    force    de  son  corps  ou  celle    de    son    4me; 
51    n^assistait   plus    k    aucnn    des    conseils^    et   il  ne 
pourait   plus    remplir    aucune    des    fonctions    de    sa 
digniti^     II  ^tait  entr^  dans    sa  qiiatre-vingt-sixie- 
me  aan^y  et  si  le  conseil  des  dix  avait  et^,  suscep*- 
tible  de  quelque  pitid^^    il  aurajt    attendif  en  silence 
la  fin,    sans    doute    procbaine,    d'une    carri^re    mar- 
quee par  tant.  de  gloire  et  taut    de    malbeurs*    llais 
le  cbef  dm  conseil  des    dix    ^tait  alors    Jacques  Lo- 
redanoy    fils    de  Marc,  et  nereu  de  Pierre,  le.  grand 
ftmiraly    q«i    toute    leur   vie    ayaient    M  le  eaneBiis 
ncbarn^    du    neux  doge*      lis  airaient  tranamii  lenr 
liaine  a  leurs  ^ifans,    et   cette    vieille    raacune  n'^ 
tait  pas  encore  «atislail»«  ^.     A  I'l^stigatioa  de  Lo«> 


♦  Marin   Sannto,  p.   ii65,  —  Nayagiero  IStor.  Veaez* 

p.  iii8, 
*♦  Vettor  Santi  Stotla    civUe   Vcneziana ,   P,  II.  L. 

VIIL  p,  715  —  717. 
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redanoy  Jerome  Barbarigo,  Inquiaiteur  d'etat  •  proposa 
au   conseil   dea    dix,    au   nois    d'Octobre   i457,  de 
soumettrp  Foscari  k  ime  nouYclle    humiliation*    "Dhs 
que   ce  magistrat    ne  pouvait  plua  rdmplir  «es  for^c- 
tiona^  Barbarigo    deinanda    qu'on    nomm4t    un    autre 
doge»     Le    coxweil,    qui    ayait  refus^    par  deux  foi^ 
I'abdi cation,  ie  Fo8cari>  parce  que  la  oonstitution  ne    ' 
pbuvait  la  permettre,     hesita  ayant  de  se  mettre  en 
contradiction    ayec    ses'  propres    decrets*    ■  Lea    dis- 
cuasiona    dana   le    conseil    et   la  junte,  ae  prolonge- 
rent  pendant   buit   joura,  jusque  fort  ayant  dans  la 
xiuit*    Cep^danti     on    £t  'entrer    dans     I'assembl^e 
Marco  Foscari  9    procurateur  de  Saint^Marc^  et  ft^re 
dii  doge,    pour    qu'il  f&t  lie  par  le  redoutable  ser- 
inent  du  secret,  et  qu'il  ne    pikt    arr6ter  lea  meneea 
de  ses .  ennemis*      £nfin ,  le  conseil  se  rendit  aupr^a 
du  doge,   at  lui  demanda  d'abdiqner  yolontairement 
tin.  emploi    qu'il    ne    pouyait    plus    exercer*      ^^J'ai 
jur^,^^   T^ondit   le    yieiUardy   „  de    remplir    jusqu'A 
ma  mort,  selon  mon  bonneur    et  ma  conscience,  lea 
fonctiona    atucquelles    ma    patrie  m'a    appel^«     Je  no 
puis   me  ddlier   moi-m6me  de   mon    aerment;    qu'un 
ordre  des  conseils  dispose  de  moi,    je    m'y    aoumet-> 
trai  mais  je  ne  le  deyancerai  pas.**  Alora  une  nouyelle 
deliberation  du  conseil  d^Iia  Francois  Foscari  de  sen 
aerment  ducal,    lui  assura  une  pension  de  deux  milla 
ducats  pour  le  reste  de  sa  yie,    et  lui  ordonna  d'eya- 
txttt  en  trois  jours  le  palais ,    et  de  d^poser  las  or* 
Aemens  de  sa  dignity.      Le  doge  ayant  remarqu^  par- 
xnl  les  conseillera  qui  lui  portirent  cet  ordre,  un  cbef 
de  la  quarantie   qu'il    ne  connoissait  pas,    demanda 
son  nom :    „  Je  auis  le  fila-  de  Marco  Memmo,**  lui  dit 
ia  coaaeiller*  — -  „  Ab !   ton  p^re  tftijt  mon  taxdj^l  lui 
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dit  le  Tieuz  doge,    en  sonpirant.     II  donna   aussitAt 
des   ordres  pour  qa'on  transporlAt -ses  efiets  dans  one 
maison   a  lui ;    et  le  lendemain  a  5  Octobre  on  le  Tit, 
se  soutenant  a  peine ,   et  appnye  snr  son  yienx'  fr^re, 
redescendre  ces  memes   escaliers  sur  lesqnels,  trente- 
qnatre  ans  aupararant,  on  Parait  im  installe  avec  tant 
de  pdmpe,  et  trarerser  ces  m^mes  salles  ou  la  republi- 
que  arait  re^u  ses  sermens.        Le  peuple  entier  pamt 
andigne   de  tant  de  durete  ezercee  contre  un  TieiUard 
qu'il   respectait   et  qn'il  aimait;    mais  le  conseil   des 
dix  fit  pnblier  une  de'fence  de  parler  de  cetfe  rerolu- 
tion ,   sous  peine  d'6tre  tradnit  deyant  les  inqulsitenrs 
d'f^tat.     Le   20   Octobre^    Fasqnal  Malipieri,   procn- 
rateur  de    Saint -Marc,    fut  elu  pour  successeur   de 
Foscari ;    celui  -  ci   n>ut  pas  neanmoins   Phumiliation 
de  Tirre  sujet,    la   on  il   arait  regne.      En   entendant 
le  son  des   clocbes ,    qui  scmnaient  en  actions  de  gr4-» 
ces  pour   cette   election,    il   mourut  subitementd'ane 
bemorragie   cause  par  une  Teine  qui  s'dclata- dans  sa 
poitrine*  * 


Ls  doge  9  blesse  de  trourer  constamment  un  con- 
tradictenr  et  un  ccnseur  si  amer  dans  son  frer^,  lui 
dit  un  jour  en^  plein  conseil ;  „  Messire  Augustin, 
Tous  faites  tout  Totre  possible  pour  biter  ma  mort ; 


*  Marin  Sannto',  Vitc  dc'  Dacbi  di  Venczia,  p.  I164. 
—  Cbronicon  EttguMnum,  T.  ^XXl,  p.  OQ^-  "" 
CbristofofD  da-  •  8oldo   Istoiria  Bre-sMana.  T^  '^XI,  p. 

'  S91  —  NavlgCKo  Storio  Veneziana,  T.  XXUI.  p. 
1120.  —  M.  A,  SabeHico.  Dcca  III,  L.  VIII.  f.  201. 


Toua  TOiiJk  JBatted  do  tad  succdder  \  mais  V  Jbi  leA  'aUtrea 
VOU8  tconiiiaissent  aussi  bien  que  je  Yoiis  tbfin'aia^  ila 
xi'aiiroiAt  jgardn  de  yoms  elire.*'  x  L4  desstis  il  ae  lera, 
i^xnu  da  colere,  rentra  dani  'abn  «ppartdment ,  et 
inoiifut  "quelqiies  jour*  ^pt^d.  Cd  ftf'^e )  contre  le- 
iquei  il  a'^tait  empcS^t^,  fut  p^e'cis^flieliib'ld  aUceesseur 
iqu^oii  lui  donna.  C^l^tait  lin  ta^ritd  ilont'  bn  aimait  i 
tenir  'compter  au^ioui'  4  tin  parent ^  At  a'^tr'e  inis  'en 
opposition  ayec  Id  clief  de  la  rd)^bir^e«*.  i)atu 
mstoir^  VenUe  Voli  II.  Uc*  Xli  p.  533. 

*  The  Venetians  appear  to  have  liaa  a  particular  4urn 
tot  breaking  the  hearts  of  th*ir  Doges :  the  obove 
in  another  instance  of  the  kind  in  the  Dege  Marco 
fiarbarigof  kei^as  sncceeded  by  his  brotibuer  Agostino 
Barbarigo  whose  cluef  merit  is,  abovie^  mentioned. 
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'         ♦  f .  •  • 

In    Lady  ^.Ijtpr^ap's  fearte89  ,  i^i^d^exceUeiit   work 
upon  „  Italy,"  I.  perceiTO  the  Qxpression  of  y,  Rome 
of  the  Ocei^n^^*  ,aj)5l^^d  f.o,  Venip^.  ,The  s^m^  phrase, 
occura  in  the  f,  Two  Foscaru'*.     My  pu]>lislier   can 
Touch  for  me  that  the  tragedy,  ^'^as^^wjcitteu  and  sent 
to  England  some  time  before  I  -had  seen  Lady  Mor- 
gai),'s   work,    which  X   only   received   on  the  16th  of 
August.     I  hasten,    however,    to   notice  the   coinci- 
dence ,  and.  to   yiel^  the   originality  of  the  phras«  to 
her  wiio  £j;st  placed .  it  before  the..  pu}>J(ic«     I  am  the 
laore  amious  to  do  this  aft  I  am  infonfted'(for  I  have 
seen  but  few  of  ^^  specimens,  a^d  those  Accidentally) 
that  there  have  been  lately  brought  against  me  char> 
ges   of    plagiarism*     I  have   also  had  an  anonymous 
.9ort    of   threatening    intimation    of    the    same    kind, 
apparently  with  the  intent  of  extorting  money.     To 
such  charges    I    have' no  answer"  to  make*  '  One  of 
them   is    ludicrous    enough.      I    am    reproached    for 
having    formed   the    description    of   a    shipwreck    in 
Terse  from  the  narratives  of  many  actual  shipwrecks 
in   prase  f    selecting    such   materials    as    were    |||Ost 
striking.      Gibbon    makes    it    a    merit  in  Tasao  ,,  to 
have    copied    the    minutest    details    of   the  Siege  of 
Jerusalem  from  the  Chronicles.'^      In  me  it  may  be 
a  demerit,  I  presume;    let  it  remain  so.      Whilst  1 
have  been  occupied    in    defending    Pope's  character, 
the    lower    orders    of   Grub-street    appear   to  have 
been  assailing  mine:   this    is    as  it  should  be, 'both 
in  them  and    in    mine.      One    of    the  accusations  in 
«^^  nameless  epistle  alluded  to    is^stlD  more  ktieb- 


TH^,    T.WO    JP  OS  CAB  I.  179 

able :  it  iUtfi^E  !«eriottsly  that  I  „  recoir.ed  £t0  hund- 
red poun4«  ^r  -wjriting  a4vertis«^iiiexU8  foi  Oay  and 
Martin's  patent  l>Iacki^g!<*  This  ia  the.  highest  com- 

If 

pliment  %q  my  literary  powers  which  I  ever  recei- 
Ted.  It  states  al«o.-,>that  a  person- has  been  trying 
to  make  acquai?(tance  with  Mr^  Townsead>  a  gent- 
leman of  the  law,  who.  was  with  m.e  on  bjisiaess 
in  Venice  three  year^  ago,  for  the  purpose  of,  pb^' 
taining  any  d;Q^maitory  ,paftipular«s  of  my  lifQ  frosii 
thi&  occasional  visitor.'^  Mr.  Towns^ndiis  \vel(;omt> 
to-  say  what  h%  know'.s*  I  mention  these  particulass 
mevely  to  show  the  world  in.  general  what  the  U 
terary  lower,  warld  contai^^ ,  and^  their  way  of  set-^ 
ting  to  work*.  Auo4her  charge  madq,  X  am  told,  in 
the  ,, Literary  Ga^rette'*  is,  that  I  wrote  the  x\at«i» 
to.  „  Queen.  Mab^^^  a  work  which.  I  n^year  saw  till 
som^e  time  after  ita  publication,  and  which  I  r$col-> 
lect  showing  to  Mr.  Sotheby  as  a  poem  of  great 
power  and  imagination...  I  nevei;  wrote  ^  line  o£ 
the  notes,  nor  evw  saw  them  -except,  in .  their  pu- 
blished form.  No  one  knows  better  than,  their  real 
author,  that  his  opinions  and  mine  difier  materiaUy, 
upoii  the  metaphysical  portion  of  that  work;  though  - 
in  common  with  all  who  are  not  bliUded  by  base- 
ness and    bigotry,    I    highly    admiire   the    poetry    o£ 

that  and  his  other  pubHtati'oris.  ' 

..  \i  -  < 
Ml*.  South.ey,  too,  in.  his  pioitl  jprcfactf  iq  A 
poem  whose  pls|sphemy  is  as  harml^s  as-  the-  sedifr. 
tion.of  Wajt  .Tyler,  because  it  is  equally;  absuF4' 
wil^  that  sincere  pr<»duction.,  calls  upcyp  ;  tlip  „  1^, 
gislature  to  look,  to  .it,<<  as  the  tol^ratisu  pf  9uc]t. 
writings  led  to  the  i'rench  lUvolutiofi :  not  such 
writings     aa    W^t    Jykr,     hmi:.,.#^,,thoije:^  of    th* 

Ma 
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Satanic    School***       Tlik    is.    not    tme,     and     Mr. 
Soxithej   knows  it  to    lie  not   true*      Eyer^    French 
^irriter    of    any    freedom    w^s    persecuted;    Voltaire 
and    Ronaseau    were  exiled,    ll^rinontel  find  p{derot 
were  tent  to  the  Baatille,  and  a  perpetual  war  was 
waged    with    the   whole   class    hj   the    existing   des- 
potism.    Ill    the    nex^  place^  the  French  l^-eTolution 
was  not  pccasipned  by  any  writings  wh^itsperer,   but 
must  hare  occurred    had    no    such    "writers  erer  ex- 
isted^     Xt  is  the  faAhioi^  to.  (ittribnte  erttry  thing  to 
the  French  rerolution,    find    the    Frtnch    r^yolution 
to  erery  thing    but    its    real    cause*      That  cause  is 
pbrious  ---  t]iet    goyemment    exacted  too  much,   and 
the  people  could  neither  grV^  nor  bear  more*  Without 
this ,.    the    Encyglopedists,   might    hare    written  their 
fingers    pff"  without   the    pccurrencc    of  a  single  al- 
teration t     And  the  Snglish  rerolution  — ^  (the  first, 
I  meau)  -—  What  was   it  occasipne^  by?  The  purt- 
fan4  were  surely  fiai  pioui^  an4  moral    as  Wesley  or 
his   biographer?    Acts  —  acts    on    the    part    of  go- 
yemment, and  not  wrHings  ag^ipst  them,  hare  caused 
the  past  conrulsipus  ^  and  are  tending  to.  the  future. 

I  look  upon  such  as  inevitable,  though  no  re- 
yqlutipiust :  I  Ay\s)^  tp.  see  tlve  Euglish  coustltu^on 
restored  and  not  d^st]royed%  *  Bpm  ax^  aristocrat, 
and  naturally  pne  by  tamper,  w;th  the  gteater  part 
df  my  present  property  iu  th*  funds,^  what  have  I 
to  ^ain  by  a  reyolutlpn?  Periiaps  I  hfive  mora  t<r 
lose  in  every  "ytr^y  than  Mr*  Soi|;they,  with  all  his 
places  |ind  pt^sents  for  panegyrics  and  abu^e  iAto  the 
bargtiin*  But  that  a  reyplutton  is  inevitable,  I  re- 
peat* The  goteru)(j[ient  'teay  exult  over  the  repres- 
sion of  petty  tumults  ii'  tbeae   are  but    the   receding 
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Viraves,  repulsed  ai\d'  broten  for  a  xdoment  oft  the 
aHore ,' while  the  great  tide^s  still  tolHfag'ou  and 
gaining  ground  with  every  Breaker^  Mr.  Sonthey 
accuses;  us  of  attacking  tlie  religioi^  of  ^he  coun- 
try^ and  is  he  ahetting  it  hy  writing  lives  of. 
j^tf^/ffj^?'  One  mode' of  worship  Is  merely  destroyed 
By  another.  There  never  was,,  nor  ever -will  be, 
a  (Country  Without  a  rfeligipn..  We  shall  |)e  told 
of   Trainee    a^ain :     but     it    was    only    Paris    and    ^ 

,  frtintic"  p^rty,  whrcl^  for  a  moment  upheld  '  their 
dogmatic  nonsense  oftheo  philanthropy^  The  chuj^ch 

-  of  IRngland  ^  if  orerthrowu ,.  wiU  be '  sW^p^  away 
by  tha  sectarians  and  tiot  by  the  sceptics^  People 
are  too.  wise„  too.  well  informed  ^  too  cert^iil  of 
their-  cWn  immense  importance  in  th^.  realms  of 
space,,  ever  to  submit  tq,  the  in^piety*  qjf  doubt. 
There  may  be  a  few  «ucji  diffident  spe^^^l^tors,^  l^ke 
wateiT  ii\  the  palp  sunbeam  pf  humai^  yfeasou ,.  but 
they  are  very  few  j  aQd  tl^eir  opinions^  Without;  en-. 
thu^iasm  or  ^ppe^l  to  t^e.  p^ssipi^s,.  cai\  neye^  gaii^ 
proselytes  -—  unless,  indeed,  they  aye.  perse/(^^t|Qd:-^<n 
th(^y  to,  be  sure,,  wiU  increase  uny  things 

Mr.  Sxy  witji  a  cowar^iy  feyocfty,  exults  over 
iSm  anticipated  »»  dea^h  -  bed  repe;pitance  *^  of  th^  ob- 
jectsi  of  his.  dislike ;  aud  indulges,  himself  h^  a  plea-^ 
saut  „  Vision  of  Jud]gment ,  *^'  ii^  prose  9^  Well  aa^ 
verse,  fulj  of  impious  impudence..  AVTiat  MrV  &•  'a 
sensations  or  ours  may  be  in  the  ^wful  moment  of 
leaving  this  state  of"  existence  neither  hei  ^ipr  wo 
call  pretend  to'  decide.  In  cpmmpn,  I  pre^^me^  with 
most  men  of  any  reilection  y  I  have  i^of  w^Xt^d  fop 
a  „  death -bed  ^*  to  repent  of  m*ny  of  my  actjons,, 
notwithstandiug    the    „  diabolical    pride  «^  which  this 
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pitiful   reuegadio   in   ]ti«   vauoour   vrould   iixipute    to 
those    who^corn    him*     Whether  SupoR   the  whole 
the  good  or  eyil  of   my  dee^s  may  prep(3j;derate  is 
not  for    me    to  ascertaMi ;    hut  i    as    my    means    and 
opportunities    hare    heen    greater}    I    sh^l  limit,  mj 
present    defence    to    an    assertion    (easily  proved ,  if 
necessary,)  t|iat  I,   ,^ia  my  decree"  hare, done  more 
areal   gooi   in    any   one    given   y^r,    sinc^    I    iras 
twenty,  than  Mr.  Soutj^ey    in    the    vr^oje    course  of 
Jiis  sh^ting'  and  turncoat   existence*      There  are  se- 
veral   actional    to    which    X .  can    look    hack  with  'an 
lionest  pxidei    not   to    he    damped,  hy  th^  calumnies 
of  a  hireling*      There    are .  ptl^ers  to  which  I  recur 
witl^  sQxxoyr    and    r.epentano^.}    hut   the  only  act  of 
zny  life  of  which   Mr^    Southey    can    have    apy  real 
Itnowledg^  9  -  a.9.   it    was    one    which    hrought   me    in 
contact    with,   a  near  connexion  of  his.  own,  did  no 
dishonour  to  th^t  con;iexion  npr  to  me^ 

I  am  not  fgnorant  of  Mr,  Southey's  calumnies 
en  a  different  ocpasion ,  knowing  them  to  he  such, 
^hich  he  scattered  ahroad  on  his  return  from  Swi- 
tzerland against  me  and  others :  th&y  have  done  Mm 
QO  foad  ii^  thjs  world  I  and.9.  if  his  creed  he  the 
ri|;ht  Qn^ »  they  will  do '  him  less  in  the  next* 
What  J^is,  „di?ath-^hed"  may  hOf  it  is  npt  my  pro- 
'^ince  to  predicate:  let  him  aettle  it  with  his.  Ma- 
ker, a4  I  must  do  with  mine.  There  is  something 
at  QQCQ  ludicrous  and  .bla^pfiemous  in  this  arrogant 
scribbler  of  all  works  sitting,  down  ^to  deal  damna- 
tion and  destruction  upon  his  felldw  creature^,  with 
F^t  Xjhr>,  the  Apotheq^si*  of  Geoge  th^  Third, 
and  the  l^legy  6n  Martjn  the  regicide ,  all  shuffled 
together  19  his  writing  desk*      One  of  his.  coixsola>- 
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tions  appears  to  be  a  Latin  note  from  a  work  o{ 
WL  Mr*  Landor,  the  author  of  yy  Gehir,**  who«e  fri- 
endship for  Robert  Southey  will,  it  seems,  9,be  an 
ho&otir  to  him  when  ^  the  ephemeral  disputes  and 
ephemeral  reputations  of  the  day  are  forgotten***  I 
for  one  neither  envy  him  „the  friendship,**  nor  tho 
glory  in  reversion  which  is  to  accrue  from  it,  like  Hr* 
Thelusson's  fortune  in  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion. This  friendship  will  probably  be  as  memo- 
rable as  his* own  epics,  which  (as  I  quoted  to  him 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago  in  „  English  Bards  ** )  Pop^ 
son  said  „  would  be  remembered  when  Homer  and 
Virgil  are  forgotten,  and  not  till  them**  For  tho 
present,   I  leave  him.      ^  ^  . 
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Mr?.; 


The  following  scenes  are- entitli5fi*-5sA 
Myi^tery ,  ,  in  .  conformity '  with  tlm-'  ift- 
'ciem^iOTte  anneied'  fe  dr^as  iiV^-^i* 
milar.  ^ul^ects,  whicR  were  styled  V,My- 
steries ',  dr  MoralitieV.**  •  The  author  has 
by  no  means  taken  the  same  IJberfS^ 
with*  his  subject  which-  weref  ibommon 
formerly,  as  may  be  seen  by  any  rek^ 
der  curious  enough  ta' refer  to  &6se 
very,  profane  productibus ,  whether*  in 
EngU^h^  l^ench j  Italian,  or  Spanish^ 
'The  aiitiior  has  efndeafoured  to  presetvfe 
the .  l£^gujage  adapted  t6  his  characters^ 
andwliex^e  it  is  (^id^tMs'isbut' ritfeiy) 
^takptt'Wom  actual  iSb/^Jfaa^,  he  has  luod© 
as  little  klteration,  eVeti  of  il^ords^j  as 
the  jchythxri  would  permit  The- reader 
will  recali»^t  that  Ae  book*  of  (Jeriesfe 
does  not  state  that  Eve  was  tempted  by 
a  demoQ^  but  by  ,,the  Serpent ;  ^*v  atid 
that  only  because  Ke  Warf  \,the  most  sott- 
til  of  all  tlie  beasts  bfth^  field."  \VliateV6r 
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*  interpretation   the   Rabbins  and  the  Fa- 
thers may.  \sl^)^  J[utjuJ)brt;  thjs,   I  must 
take  the  words  as  I  iind  them,   and  re- 
ply with    Bishop    Watson  upon  '  similar 
occasions,  when  th6  "Fathers  were  quoted 
to  him|.  as  Moderator  in  the  Schools  of 
f:^j^%tidgBy,^yJ^f^^  thp  49p,k  — ^^old- 
i«fi  HP:.tlie.^rip^^^^^,^  Is  i^  to:tb|^jecoI- 
IgctftiJ^jthat  Iny.J)^eg§ni[^s^bj^9lt  l^g^ojliing 
tQ » do  with  the  Np(^\  Te^tan^^t  ^^%ci  'yvhich 
»5?i  i^prence:  ^an  .bje  here^  ]^aqj5^^it]6,9ut 
j^n%cJ?a?onisjn.>  ,WitU,the  pp.eia9^uppii  si- 
^J^..t9pipst;iaye:iiqt  feee^irece^jly  fa- 
jniljaiT'  Since  I^^^y^as^^iwenty,.  I  hayo  n.ever 
-;i5^Matonj«Jt)ut^^^  i^jid  read  .Wa.  sp  fre- 
nqfi^l^  lD^ore,.-;tlijajt  yiis'  ni^y -wi^Ve  little 
^^i^rence.     (jesner'«   „Deaih.  of'  Aliel" 
4  ijifwr.e  never  retard  sipce  I  wpsi  f j^pj  y^ars 
M^9^j  at  A:^)erde?j^'*;    rfheggfleral  im- 
W^gipn   eC,iSi-rrBWJJection;is;^d^^ 
jbttti  of  the  cqnb^PL^XiTpmember.w^ 
^^Pr^Mi^  'W^^rf^lpd  IViahaJ^/^^ 
..T^^rza.  — :'In  t|i^./o^lowin^  P*^p"^^ 
called  them:  jjjAdaJjL*^   a^d,,,Zlllah)    A^® 
V^fU-jU^t    fgmalc    jiji^qs  . '  wjnch,    Ogpur    in 
I'Q^nesis;  ^tliey'  were    those  of  X^e^f^cKs 
..Tfives:  those  of  ..C^in:' and  Ayetyare  not 
.caljed  by  thpij:.  n^pi'.     'Whetlterl,']then, 


«  QokkcideiM^d  o£  siiibieict  .may  ^avei  oaused 

.  >The  jeadeiTj^will  please  1?>>  Ire^ii;.  ia 
mbidi  (iKhat:  f<^w  ulupa^  to  .^rBcoJl^t)  Ifeft^ 
jbbcarfiiW  jiw  aUwiitofitQ,  ^future  siia^e  in 
aiiy  of  the  books* of  |fo§Q$,,nor  iftdeod 
itn  tiio*  Old  Teatamopt  For  ^a  tj^fkon 
far';tiKt9f  esAraordiolary  oniia^ion  ;)ie<  i^iajr 
coii$|]lti;>^Wa7})mitoii'8'.  Diiptie  J^eg^^^n^'^ 
indiQithQr.aati6fftptoty:.f)pr;Qot,  no  bettevMlias 
yet  bdOft  a$5ign?d.  I  banre:th^re|pj?Q',HSup-^ 
^Dsed' jyt^  ndw  ^^  Gai^  o  ^^thqiitj)  J;  JippPji 

i  I  \Yitb  X  r egwfi  tOx  )tbe  langua^  ro(  IaU- 
*eifisir<^  it  iwas:  djOBlQuit  for  mo.ctOr.,m^^ 
iom,  ftaSc  ^  M^e  a ,  Clei!gyiAan  upon  >  t^e  sa- 
me^  sub^cta;  bnt  I  {.bave  doik^e  ysf]^9k%  I 
43ould  to  jcertrain  JsUn  mtbin  the  bvupds 
of  dpirittial  polit^i^^ss.  ,  >  .  .^ 

^  I  Hi  be  disdaima  baling  tempted..  .£ve 
injthojibapo  :0fl;Jbfii  iS^rp^nt,  it; is  only 

because  the  book  of  Genesis.  .}ip.%]qottho 
most  distant  allusion  to  any  thing  of  the 
kind,  but  merely  to  the  Sej^pent  in  his 
terpentine  capacij^...^ 

Noiei    The  reader  will  perceive  that 


the  Alithcff  lias  partly  «io]^ted  in  this  ptfem 

th»4olioj»  b«:iL\iei^i  dur  therwttrU  had 

been  destroyed  seTeral-'times' before  the 

tteOSM  of  man.    Thk  specoiatiaHtlbd- 

^^  ftoYa  the  difbrMt  strata   and  de 

l$6nljlf  Vlf  eiK»rmou^liMtt^  ttftkHowxi  dnimais 

ilmYlA  in-them,  it  mt  eMEtrarvi  to  the 

M^iuic  account,  bili:*T«Aer  innfiitM  it; 

aft  Ho  huihan  bones   llliVe  yf€  bees  dis- 

colP^t^  in  tho^  mmOMr^  dihoB^  disse 

tsf  many  kno^vi^  anSMils  are  &UMt*ttear 

Hie  Vemains  of  th6  tmlanr^m.    T%e  at- 

ectti^n^  of  fjHdfer^  ^M  liie  fme-itdkantB 

world  Tras  also  pel^ied  byraiMnini  hdagi 

rtmth  tnore  inteHigcift  liiaa  man,    and 

Ym^rtioiiably  ^ommBal  ta   th»   ^obbi-' 

moth,  ete.  is,  <of  cdtt^M,  «  paetiod  £c* 

tioA  to  help  him  to  ^uftsa  cniKt  hia  «a9B. 

I  Mi^  to  add,  ddit  dnre  is  «  ^Tn- 

mclogedie^  of  Alfieri,  called  ^AbA:^^ 

I  have  never  wad  4iitt  imt  any  other  of 

the  posthumous  wmisa  of  the  ^fnttav,  eK* 

cept  Ks  Ijife.    •    -  :^z 
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MEN. 

ADAM. 
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SPIRITS. 
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ACT  I.     SCENE  I. 

2%^  Land  without  Paradise^^  r-  JTimej  Sunrise, 

Adam;  EVm;  Cain,  'Ask, 'AW,  Zirlt'Alfr, 

offering  a  Sacrifice, 

Goi),' the  Eternal  flnfinitc!  All -Wise!  '     ' 

Who  out  of  darkness  on  the  deep  didst  make 
Light  on  the  waters  \vrith'a  word— all  hail!       # 
Jehwah ,  wiili  returning  light;  all  hdl !       ''■ 


X      EVE. 

.  r ' . 


Gbd!  who  didst  name  the  day  ^  and  separate 
Morning  from  night ,  till  then  divided  never  •— 
Who  didist  divide  the  wave  from  wave^.  and  call 
Part  of  thy  work  the  firmament  —  all  hail  I 

ABEL.    ' 

God!  who  didst  call  the' elements  into 

Earth—  ocean —  air—  and  fire,  imd  with  the  day 

And  night ,  and  worlds  which  these  iJlnminate 


'• 


'     l6  CAIW. 

Or  shadow  9  madest  beings  to  enjoy  them. 
And  love  both  them  and  thee  —  all  |iafl!  all  hail ! 

inAR* 
God,  the  Eternal!  Parent  of  all  things! 
Who  didst  create  these  best  and  beauteous  beings^ 
To  be  beloved 9  more  than  all,  save  thee— 

Let  me  love  thee  and  them:  —  All  hail!  all  hail! 

< 

Oh|  God!  who  loving,  making,  blessing  ally 
Yet  didst  permit  the  serpent  to  creep  in. 
And  dzfve  my  fi^er  {(nrth  irom  paradise,* 
Keep  ns  from  further  evil :  Hail!  all  haili 

ADAlC^ 

Son  Cain?  my  first --bom,  wherefore  art  thou 

silent?    .  . 

.••     •  '  CAXJSf.    . 

Why  should  1  speak? 

Ab4^ 

To  jray.  .  ^ 

.  •  » 

.,.     'pave  ye  not  prayM  ? 

Wchave,  most  fervently. 

OA4K. 

-  A|id  loudly  ^  I 
IIav«  heard  you.  »  . 


«  « 


.-a 


SowiI1.6od>  I  trust. 

ABEL.* 

'   Ameri! 

•"     ADAM.'         "''    '  •     ••'    • 

Bnt  thou,  my  eldest- born ^  art  sijent  still. 

'Tis  better  I  should  be  so.  . 

«  * 

~  ADAM* 

Wherefore*  so  ? 


"  I 


I  have  nought  jto  as]L 

ADAM. 

.    .,  •,    Kor  aught  to  thank  for? 

.  CAIN. 

.     .•      ■  -No 

AD'AHr    \ 

Dost  thoii  not  lire  7 

CAIK. 

JMuatt  I  not  die  ? 

JBVJSs  '  \ 

'41as! 
The  fruit  of  our  forbidden  fitee  begins 
To  fall, 

ADAM. 

And  we  mast  gather  it  again. 
FoL  XIII.  B  ^ 


J  •     < 


l8  ^  CAIK. 

Oil 9  God!   -wliy  didst  thoa  plant   the  tree  of 

knowledge? 

CAIK, 

And  whercforesphick'd  ye  not  the  tree  of  UTe  ? 
Ye  nv^t  hare  then  defied  him. 

r-,    .       ADAM. 

bh!  my  son,' 
Blaspheme  not :  these  are  serpents'  words. 

CAtN. 

Why  not? 
The  *snake   spoke   truth:    it  mpos  the  tree  of 

knowledge; 
It  J^os  the  iiee  of  life:  •*-  knowledge  is  good. 
And  life  is  good;  and  how  can  bd^  be  eyil? 

Hy  boy!  fhoti  speiHtest  as  I  spoke  in  sin. 
Before  thy  birth :  let  me  not  see  renew'd 
My  misery  in  thine.    I  have  repented. 
Let  me  not  see  my  offspring-fall  into 
The  snares  beyond  the  walls  of  FaracBiie/ 
Which  e'en  in  Paradise -deslroy'd  his  parents. 
Content  thee  with  What  is.  Had  we  been  so. 
Thou  now  hadst  been  contented.  *-^  Oh>  my  son! 

ADAM. 

Onr  orisons  competed,  let  qs  heUce^ 
Each  to  his  task  of  toil—  not  heavy,  thongh 
Needful :  the  earth  is  young,  and  yields  us  kindly 
Her  fruits  with  little  labour. 


CAIN.  jij 

Cdn,  my  son; 
Sehold  thy  fatber  chetfrM  and  refi]gii*dy 
And  do  as  li«  doth. 


^ExU  Adam  anc?  Evs.) 


ZILLAH* 

•    .  -  -  f 


Wilt  thou  nut,  my  brother  ? 

Why  "Wilt  thou  wear  this  gloom  upon  fhy  bvowy 
Which  can  avail  thee  nothings  aare  to  ronae 
The  Eternal  anger? 

ADAH. 

My  beloved  Cain, 
Wilt  tlion  firotm  even  on  me  7 

CAUNV 

No*  Adah!  no: 
I  fain  vnonld  be  alone  a  little  while. 
Abel  y  I  'm  aiok  at  heart;  but  it  will  pass : 
Precede  me  ^  brother  — *  I  will  follow  shortly.. 
AndyoUi  too,  sisters,  tarry  not  behind,     , 
Your  gentleness  must  ixot  be  harshly  met; 
I 'U  follow  you  anon. 

ADAH* 

IfnotjlwiU 
Return  to  seek  you  here. 


30  '  CAIK.    • 

A«BU. 

Tb«  Ipeace  of  God 
Be  on  your  Jpitit^  bnodier  I 

{Eseit  Ajol,  Ziixab,  amd  Aiuh.) 

And  this  18 
I4fe!  —  Toil!  and  wherefore  sKonld  I  toil?  — 

because 
My  father  conld  not  keep  his  place  in  Eden.' 
What  had  I  done  in  tiiis  ?  —  I  was  iuiberfi> 
I  sought  not  to  be' born;  nor  love  the- state 
To  which  that  birth   has  brought  me.       '\^y 

.  did  he 
Yield  to  the' serpent  and  liie  woman?  or. 
Yielding,  why  suffer?  Wbaf  was  there  in  this  ? 
.  The  tree  was  planted,  and  why  not  for  him? 
If  not ,  why  place  him  neir  it ,  where  it  gre  w^ 
The  fairest  in  the  centre  ?  They  have  but 
One  answer  to  all  questions,  „  ^twas  his  will> 
And  he  is  good"    How  know  I  that?  Because 
He  is  all- powerful nmst  *ll-good,  too^  follow? 
I  judge  bnt  by  the  fruits—^  and  they  are  bitter— 
Which  I  must  feed  on  for  a  fault  not  mine. 
Whom  have  we  here?  —  A  shape  like  to  the 

.  angels, 
Yet  of  a  steri^er  and  a  sadder  aspect 
'ritual  eascnae:  why  do  I  q\iake  ? 


Why  should  I  fear  him  more  than  other,  spirits, 
Whom  I  ^ee  daily  wave,  their  fiery  swords 
Bef9re  the  gates,  round  which  .1  Hugcr  oft,       ^ 
In  twillight's  hour,  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  those 
Qar^ens  which  are  my  just  Inheritance, 
Ere  the  nig^t  closes  o'er  the  juihibited  walb 
And  the  immortal  treps  which  overtop 
The: ^K^xiibim- defended  battlements? 
If  I  shrink  not  from  these,  the  Sre-Arm!d>angeb, 
.Why    should  I  quail  ftom.  him  who  now  ap- 
proaches ? 
Y«t  hp  3fiems  mightier  fsir  Jlian  them,  mor  iess   - 
Beauteous ,  and  yet  not  alL  as  beautiful 
As  he  hath  been ,  and  might  be :  sorrow  seems 
Half  of  his'immortality.    -And  is  it 
So?  andean  aught gdeve  save  humanity?,  . 
He  comethm 


«" 


JfhUer  LuciFBR. 


• 

Mortal! 

XiUCirER. 

• 

•» 

•  •    r 

• 
•  • 

• » 

CAIN. 

Sphit,  who 

■       1 '  « 

art  tliou 

• 

< 

MastejL*  of 

spirits* 

ZitCIFfR. « 

•               • 

• 

'  1 

• 

"...  C.4IK. 

-^  And  bexQg  «d  >  cuut  thou 
Leaye  them ,  and  wdk  with  dust  ? 

'  I  know  Ihe  thoughts 
Of  dotty  and  feel  for  it,  and  with  yoH» 

How! 
Yon  know  my  dionghtt? 

litrciPEtt. 

^^nfciey  are  the  thoughts  of  all 
Wortiiy  of  thought;  -^  'tis  your  immortal  part 
Which  speaks  within  you; 

■      CAIN..  ■-*•■• 

What  immortal  part? 
This  has  not  Been  revealed:  the  tree  of  life 
Was  withheld  from  us  by  my  father's  folly. 
While  that  of  knowledge ,  by  my  mother's  haste^ 
Was  pluck'd  too  soon;  a^d  aU  the  fruit  is  death! 

LUCIPER. 

They  haye  deceiyed  thee ;  thou  shalt  liye. 

CAIN. 

'    «  I  liye, 

But  liye  to  die:  and,  lining |  see  no  thing 
To  make  death  hateful ,  saye  an  innate  clinging, 
A  loathsome  and  yet  all  Jiivincible 
InslSnct  of  life ,  which  I  abhor ,  as  I  :    '  -  ' 


CAIN-  ja5 

Despise  myself^  yet  cannot  overcome*— ^  - 
And  so  I  lire.    Would  I  had  never  lived ! 

-  *    liUCIFSR. 

Thou  livest,  and  must  live  for  ever  i  think  not 
The  earthy  which  is  thine  outward  cov^ing,  is  ' 
Existence  ^—  it  will  cease ,  arid  thou  wilt  be 

No  less  than  thou  art  now 

•  •.    •  -  •  1-  -     • 

'^o  lesal  and  why 
No  more  ? 

LVCIFZR. 

It  may  be  thou  shalt^be  as  we. 

CAIN. 

And  ye?  ' 

X.t7CIF£R.  , 

Are  everlasting. 

CAIK. 

Are  ye  happy? 

LVCIFSS. 

We  are  mighty. 

CAIN. 

Are  ye  happy? 

IiUGirEB. 

Noi  art  thou? 

CAIN. 

IIow  should  I  be  so  ?  Look  on  me! 


34  CAIN, 

'        JMCITSJU 


!. 


'  Poor  clay! 
And  thoQ  pretendest  to  be  ^vvretched!  THoul 

CAIK. 

I  am:  — •  and  tbou ,  with  all  thy  mighty  whdt  art 
*\  thou?, 

LUcirxR. 
One  who  aspired  to  be  what  made  thee»  and 
Would  not  have  made  thee  what  thoa  art 

CJLIS 

Ah! 
Thou  looVst  almost  a  god;  and  -r 

X.UCIFXR. 

I  am  none : 
And  haying  fail'd  to  be  one,  wonld  be  nought 
Save  what  I  am.    He  conc[uer'd;  let  him  reigu  { 

■ 

•  CAW. 

Who? 

Thy  sire's  Maker,  and  the  jearth's. 

CAIK. 

And  heaven's, 
And  all  ihatan  them  is.    So  I  have  heard 
His  seraphs  sing;  and  so  my  father  saith. 

They  say '-•what  they  must  sing  and  say,  on  pain 


Of  being  that  M^hich  I  am  -^  and  tlion  art  -^  • 
Of  spirits  and  of  men. 

And  what  is  that? 

Souls  who  dare  use  their  immortality  ^^    ^ 

Souls  who  dare  look  the  Omnipotent  tyrant  in 

His  everlasting  face  9  and  tell  him  ^  that    ' 

His  evil  is  not  good!  l^he  has  made. 

As  he  saith^—  which  I  know  not,  nor  believe  — 

But;  if  he  made,  us «--  he  cannot  unmake : 

We ^ are  immortal!  nay,  he  'd  ha^e  us  so, 

That  he  may  torture  :.—*  let  himi  He  ia^  great  — • 

But  in  his  greatness,  is  no  happier  than 

We  in  our  conflict!  Goodness  would  not  m6ke 

Evil;  and  what  else  hath  he  made?  But  let  him 

Sit  on  his  vast  and  solitary  throne,  • 

Creating  worlds,  to  mike  eternity 

Less  burtliensome  to  his  immense  existence 

And  tmparticipated  solitude! 

Let  him  crowd  orb  on  orb :-  he  is  alon^ 

Indefinite,  indissoluble  tyrant!  '. 

Could  he  but  drush  himself,    'twere  the  best 

boon 
He  ever  granted :  but  let  him  reign  on. 
And  multiply  himself  in  misery! 
Spirits  and  men^  at  least  we  sympathise; 


f 


And  ^.suffering  in  concert  >  make  our  pangs, 

Inmunerable ,  more  endurabl^^  -»,. 

By  the  unbounted  syn^atliy  of  all -^ 

With  all!  Bttt-Stf/  sp  iiftetclied  in  Ids  height; 

So  restless  in  his  wretdpdnesfi,  most  still 

Create,  and  re -create*-^.      : 

J.*      '  "CAiif,;    .        .         ,.    '     • 

Thou  spealc'st  to  me  of  things  which  long  have 

:.&WTWa 
In  Tisionsi  through  my  thought  1 1  ncTer  ^ould 
Reconcile  what  I  saw  with  "what  I  heard. '  . 
My  father  and  my  mother  iaeSk  iojm^i 
Of  serp^nts^  and  of  fnpti^oid  trees:  I  isee. ; 
The  gates  of  what  they  c^l  their  Paradise 
Goaded  by  ilery  -  swotded  cherubim^ 
WJiipU  ^hutthem.  oat  J  ^ud  Ine :  I  feel  the  weight 
Of  daily  toil,  ^d  constant  thought:  llopk 
Around  a  world  wlicare  I  se«m  npthing ,  with 
Thoughts;  wy$:h  arise  within  me ,  as  if  they 
Could  master  all  things  :.*-^  but  I  th6i;^]|t  al^no 
This  misery  was  mii»e>  --«  My  father  is 
Tamed  down*  my  mother  hiis  forgot  the  ndnd' 
Which  made  her  thirst  for  kjpowledge  at  jQie^*isk 
Of  an  eternal  curse;  my  brother  is 
A  watching,  shepherd  boy^  who  offers,  up 
The  firstlings  of  the  flock  to  him  who  bids 
The  earth  yield  nothing  to  us  without  sweat; 


My  sifter  Zillah  sings  an  earlier  hyinn 
Than  the  birds'  matins ;  and  my  Adah  i  my  ' 
Own  and  beloTed  y  she  too  understands  not 
The  mind  Vhich  overwhelms  me :  never  till       * 
Now  met  I  aught  to  syinpaf hise  with  me. 
'Tis  well-^Irother  would .cOosort  with  spirits* 

liUCOTDft, 

And  hadst  then  not  been  fit  by  thine  own  soul 
Tot  such  companionship ,  I  would'  not  now 
Have  stood  before  thee  a»  I  am :  a  serpeht 
Had  been  enou^  to  chann  ye>  i^  before. 

CAIN.' 

Ah !  didst  thou  tempt  niy  mother? 

«     .     I  tempt  none, 
Save  with  the  truth :  was  not  the  tree,  the  tree 
Of  knowledge?  and  was  not  the  tree  of  life 
StiU  fruitful  ?  Did  /  bid  her  pluck  them  not  ? 
Did  /]plaut  things  prohibited  within 
The  reach  of  Beings  innocetit,  and  curious 
By  their  own  innocence  ?  I  womld  have  saade  ye 
Gods ;  and  even  He  who  Ihrust  ye  forth ,  so 

thnist  ye 

Because  ,>ye  should  not  eat  the  fruits  of  Jil^ 
,,And  become  gods  as  ^e,^<     Were  those    his 
'    »  c'  words? 


S^  C  A  I  N, 

l%ey  were  J  aa  I  have  -^©ard  from  tWe  who  he- 

.     .     ard  tkem, .    .  ' 
In  thtmdcr.  ^ 

Then  wk#  waa  the  deiUQn  ?  He 

Who  would  not  let  ye  live ,  or  he  who  would 
SEare  made  ye  live  ioj:  ever  iu  the  joy 
And  power  of  kno^yledge? 

..CAIN.    > 

Would  they  had  snatched  both 
The  fruits ,  or  neither ! 

.     One  is  yours  already, 
The  other  n&y  be  still. 

CAlk. 

HoMT  so  ? 

X.T0XV3BB; 

By  beii\g 
yoiiraelves,  inyo^  resistance.  Nothing  can 
Qu^^Qh  the  mind,  if  the  mind  will  be  iiseli' 
And  centre  of  surrounding  things-^ 'tis  made 
To  away. 

.    .CAIN. 

But  didst  thou  tempt  my  parents  ?, 


OAIK.'  29 


.    ;     .  -  .'iitrci^EH..  '  " 


I? 


Poor  cli^I.  M*at  shonld  I'te'mpt  them  fotyor 


(   « 


Tliey  say  the -Serpent  \ri&  a'sfliiit. 

I.UCIFER. 

;     Who 
Sftitfi  ifi«T  it  is  not  ■written  so  on  iigt : 


r»  -        •         •  ' 


,1       ^  «.     »      •  » 


The  ijrottti  One  will  not  so  far  falsify, 
Though  man's  vast  fears' and  little  vanity 
Would  make  him  cast  upon  the  spiritual  nature  .. 
His  own  low  failing.  The  snale  was  the  snake  —  ^ 
,  ISfo  more:  and  yet  not  less  than  those  Ije  tempted, 
In  nature  being  earth  also  —  more  in  wisdom f 
Since  he  could  overcome  them,  and  foreknew  • 
The  knowledge  fatal  to  their  narrow  joys. 
Think'st   thou  I    'd    take    the  shape  of  things 
•'  that  die? 

CAIK. 

» 

But  the  thing  had  a  demon^  '  .  ;  :    ■ 

He  but  woke  one 
In  those  he  spake  to  with  hi^  forky  tongue. 
I  tell  thee  that  the  serpent  was  no  more 
Than  a  mere  serpent:  ask  the  chembim 


3o  cAiy. 

jVilio  guard  the  teniBtil^  tree.    When  thousand 

ages 
nave  roll'd  o^  your  dead  aahes,  and  ypt^^e^d^s, 
The  seed  of  the  then  ^vorld  may-  thus  array 
Their  earliest  fanlt  in  laUe^  and  attribute 
To  me  a  shape  I  soonig,  as  I  aeon  aU 
That  bows  to  him^  who  made  things  bnt  to  bend 
Before  his  sullen,  sole  eternity; 
But  we  9  who  see  the  tn^th ,  mnst  sppak^  iU    Thy 
Fond  parents  Esten^d  to  a  creeping  thing. 
And  falL    For  what  should  spirits  te^pt  them  ? 

What 
Was  there  to  envy  in  the  narrow  bounds 
Of  Paradise  ,  that  spirits  who  pervade 
Spacer— but  I  speak  to  thee  of  what  thou  Juiow'st 

not, 
.  With  all  thy  tree  of  knowledge, 

CAIK. 

But  thou  canSt  not 
Speak  aught  of  knowledge  which  I  would  not 

•   know, 
And  do  not  thirst  to  khdW,'  and.  bear  a  mini 
To  know* 

XiVCIFEn* 

And  heart  to  look  on  ? 

'  .  "  Be  it  proved 


CAI'lC*  3i 


Dars't  thou-  to  lock  on  D^afli  *> 


-  ^      -         1 


CAtK, 


I^  has  not  yet 


Been  seen,  ^ 

But  must  b^  ^^d^rgone* 

I 

-CAXK»t  ,j 

•   .  .,^  .  '  ..  ;]^  My  father 

Sav^  hjf  ^  something,  dreadfyil,  and  myr  1^0*^!^ 
Weeps  -when  he  's  named;  and  Abel  lifts^  his  eyes 
To  heayen  j  and  Zillah.*casts  hers  to  the  earthy 
And  sighs  a  prayer;  and  Ad^  looles  onme^  ^ 
And  speaks  not. 

IiXJCIF£a« 

^d  thou? 

CAIN. 

Thoughts  unspeakable 
Grownd  in  my  breast  to  burnin|^  when  I  hear 
Of  this  almighty  Death;  -wo  is ,  it  seems^ 
Inevitable,    Could  I  -wrestle  -with  him  ? 

*  1    • 

•  »     *  -  1 

I  -wrestled  with  the  lion  ^  when  a  boy. 

In  play  9  till  he  rw  roaring  from  my  gripe. 

It  has  no  slnpe;  but  will  absorb  «U  things 
Thiti:  bear  the  form  of  earth  --  bom  being. 


3a  cAiK. 

Ah! 
I  thoiight  it  wat  a  bemg:  who  coflJd  d 
Socli  eTil  tlungs  to  bebigs  acre  a  being  1 


Ask  the  Destroyer. 


The  Maker  —  can  hun 
.Which  name  thou  wilt ;  he  makes  but  to  destroy. 

CAIK. 

I  knew  liot  that,  yet  thoiight  it,  since  I  heard 
Of  death :  although  I  know  not  what  it  is. 
Yet  it  seems  horrible.    I  have  look'd  out 
In  the  vast  desolate  night  in  search  of  him  ^ 
And  when  I  saw  gigantic  shadows  in 
The  umbrage  of  the  walls  of  Eden,  chequer'd 
By  the  far  flashing  of  the  cherubs'  swords, 
I  watched  for  what  I  thought  his  coming;  for 
With  fear,  rose  longing  in  my  heart  to  know 
What  'twas  which  shook  us  all  ^  but  nothing 

' '  tame. 
And  then  I  tum'd  my  weary  eyes  from  off 
Our  natire  and  forbidden  Paradise, 
Up  to  the  lights  above  us,  in  the  azure, 
Which  are  so  beautiful:  shall  th^y,  too,  die? 


CAIN.  33 

f 

XitfCIFSH* 

Ferliaps  —  but  long  outlive  both  thine  and  thee. 

CAIN. 

I  'm  glad  of  that ;  I  would  not  have  them  die, 

They  are  so  lovely.    What  is  deatli  ?  I  fear, 

I  feel,  it  is  a  drpadful  thing;  but  what, 

I  cannot  compass  j  'tis  denounced  against  us. 

Both  them  who  sinn'd  and  fiinn'd  not;  as  an  ill*— 

WhatiU? 

)  XUCIFEB. 

To  be  resolved  into  the  earth. 

CAIN. 

But  shall  I  know  it? 

I.irCIFSR. 

As  I  know  not  death. 
I  cannot  answer. 

CAIN". 

Were  I  quiet  earth, 
That  were  no  evil:  would  I  ne'er  had  been 
Aught  else  but  dus|l 

xxrciFsn. 

That  ia  a  grov'ling  wish, 
Less  than  thy  father^s ,  for  he  v^sh'd  to  know. 

CAIN. 

But  not  to  live ,  or  wherefore  pluck'd  he  not 
The  life  « tree? 
VolXlIL  0 


34  CAIN. 

I^TTCIPSR* 

He  was  hinder'd-  ^ 

CAIK. 

Deadly  error! 
Not  to  -snatch  first  that  fruit:  ^-*   but   cfre  he 

pinck'd 
^   Tlie  knowledge,  he  was  ignorant  of  death. 
Alas!  I  scarcely  now  know  what  it  is, 
And  yet  I  fear  it—  fear  I  know  not  what ! 

I*UCrF£R. 

And  1 9  who  know-all  things,  fear  nothing:  see 
What  is  true  knowledge. 

CAIK. 

Wilt  thou  teach  me  all  ? 
Ay,  upon  one  condition. 

CAIN. 

Name  it 

IiirCIFEltv 

That 
Thon  dost  fall  down  and  woi^shipme  —  thy  Lord. 

CAIN; 

Thou  art  not  the  Lord  my  father  worships. 

I«UCIF£lt» 

No, 


/  ■  ■] 

I 
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CAIK. 

His  eqpal  ?       . 

I«UCIFBR. 

js^o;  *-«  I  have  nought  in  common  Mrith  him ! 
Nor  would:  1  would  b©  aught  above—  beneath—* 
Aught  save  a. sharer  or  a  servant  of 
His  power.    I  dwell  apart;  but  I  am  great:  — 
Many  there  are  who  worship  me,  and  more 
Who  shall—*  be  thou  amongst  the  first 

CAIN. 

I  never 
As  yet  have  bow'd  unto  my  father's  God,    , 
Although  my  brother  Abel  oft  implores 
That  I  would  join  with  him  in  sacrifice:  *^ 
Why  should  I  bow  to  thee  ? 

LUCirER.  ' 

Hast  thou  ne'er  t^ow'd 
To  him?  ,  j 

CAXH. 

Have  I  not  said  it  ? »—  need  I  say  it  ? 
Could  not  thy  mighty  knowledge  teach  thee  that? 

He  who  bows  not  to  him  has  bow'd  to  me ! 

CAIN* 

But  I  will  bend  to  neither, 

x<vczr£R. 

Ne'er  the  less, 

C  a 


3S  cAiir. 

Then  art  mj  worshipper:  iiot  worshipping 
Him  makes  thee  mine  the  same. 


AndiAatisthai? 


Thou  'It  know  here— and  hereafter. 

CAnr. 

Let  me  but 
Be  tanght  the  mystery  of  my  being. 

i.rrc£rEii. 

Follow 
Where  I  will  lead  thee. 

cAnr. 

But  I  must  retire 

To  till  the  earth—  for  I  had  promised  — 

i«ncirzB. 

What? 

CAIK. 

To  cnirsome  first  fruits. 

ZiUCIFER. 

Why? 

CAIN. 

To  offer  up    • 
With  Abel  on  an  altar. 

X.XrCIFER. 

Saidst  thon  not 
Thou  ne'er  hadst  bent  to  him  who  made  thee  ? 


CAIN.  )  3  J 

I 

CAIN,. 

•      -       ^  ^s— 

But  Abel'^  earnest  prayer  bas  wrought  upon  me ; 
The    offering  is    more    his    than   mine  —  and 

Adfth  — 

/  *     LITCIF2B« 

Why  dost  thou  hesitate  ? 

CAIK. 

She  is  my  sister^ 
Born  on  the  same  day^  of  the  same  womb;  and 
She  wrung  from  me,  with  tears ^  this  promise; 

and 
Rather  than  see  her  weep,  I  wouldi  methinks, 
Bear  all  -—  and  worship  aught 

LUCI££R. 

Then  follow  me? 

CAIN. 

I  will. 

Enter  Adah. 

ABAH. 

My  brother ,  I  have  come  for  thee ; 
It  is  our  hour  of  rest  and  )oy—  and  we 
Have  less  without  thee*     Thou  hast  labour'd  not 
This  morn;  but  I  have  done  thy  task:  the  fruits. 
Are  ripe,  and  glowing  as  the  light  wiiich  ripens: 
Come  away. 
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CAIN. 

See'st  thou  not  ? 

ADAH. 

I  see  an  angel ; 
We  Lave  seen  many:  will  lie  share  our  hour 
Of  rest?  —  he  is  welcome. 

CAIK. 

But  he  is  not  like 
The  angels  we  have  seen. 

ADAH. 

Are  there,  then,  others? 
But  he  is  welcome,  as  they  were:  they  deign'd  ' 
To  be  our  guests  —  will  he  ? 

CAIN  {to  Lulifer.) 

Wilt  thou? 

LUCIFEE. 

la&l 
Thee  to  be  ^ine 

CAIN. 

I  must  away  with  him. 

ADAH. 

And  leave  us.?. 

CAIN.  / 

Ay.  ^ 

"*      Adah. 
And  mel 


C  A  I  K.  3a 

CAIK. 

Beloved  Adah ! 

ADAH« 

Let  me  go  with  thee. 

LTTCIEER.  > 

Noy  she  must  not. 

ADAH. 

Who 
Art  thou  that  steppest  between  heart  and  heart  ? 

CAIN* 


lie  is  a  god< 


ADAH., 

How  know'stthou? 


CAIN,, 

He  speaks  like 
A  god.  ' 

ADAH. 

i  *  « 

^o  did  the  serpent ,  and  it  lied. 

lucife^. 
Thou  errest ,  Adah !  —  was  not  the  tree  that 
Of  knowledge? 

ADAH. 

Ay*—  to  our  eternal  sorrow.^ 

LtJCIEEK. 

And  yetthat  grief  is  knowledge  -  «o  he  lied  not: 


>     f 
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And  if  lie  did  betray  you ,  *twas  witli  trutli ; 
And  truth  in  its  own  essence  cannot  be 
But  good. 

ADAH. 

But  all  we  know  of  it  lias  gathered 
Evil  on  ill:  expulsion  from  our  liome^ 
And  dread  ^  and  toil,  and  sweat,   and  heaviness ; 
*Remorse  of  that  which  was—  and  hope  of  that 
Wliicfa  cometh  not.     Cain!  walk  not  with  this 

spirit. 
Bear  with  what  we  have  borne ^   and  love  me^- 1 
T/Ove  thee. 

XtrCIFER. 

More  than  thy  mother  and  thy  sire? 

ABAH, 

I  do.    Is  that  a  sin,  too ? 

XUCIFEB. 

No,  not  yet; 
It  one  day  will  be  in  Jour  children. 

ADAH. 

What! 
Must  jfkot  my  daughter  love  her  brother  Enocli  ? 

XUfclEEB. 

Not  as  thou  lovest  Cain  ? 

ADAH. 

Oh,  nyrijSojd!;     . 


Shall  they  not  lov9  and  faring  forth  things  that 

love 
Out  of  their  lore  ?  have  they  not  drawn  their  inHk 
Out  of  this  bosom?  was  not  he,  their  father, 
Born  of  the  same  sole  womb ,  in  the  same  hour 
With  me  ?  did  we  not  love  each  other  ?  and 
In  multiplying  our  being  multiply 
Things  which  will  love  each  otiier  as  we  love 
Them  ?—  And  as  I  love  thee,  my  Cain !  go  not 
Forth  with  th:U  spirit;  he  is  not  of  ours« 

liUCZFEB. 

*  I 

The  sin  I  speak  of  is  not  of  my  making* 
And  cannot  be  a  sin  ;n  you—  whatever 
It  jseem  in  those  who  will  replace'ye  in 
Mortality. 

ADAH. 

What  is  the  sin  which  is  not 
Sin  in  itself?    Can  circumstance  make  sin 
Or  virtue  ?  — •  if  it  doth ,  we  are  the  slaves 
Of  — 

XUCITER. 

Higher  things  than  ye  are  slaves :  and  higher 

Than  them  or  ye  would  be  so,  did  they  not 

Prefer  an  independency  of  torture 

To  the  smooth  agonies  of  adulation 

In  hymns  and  Ifarpings,  and  self-seeking  prayers 

To  that  which  is  omnipotent,  because 


1 
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It  is  omnipotent  j  and  not  from  love^ 
But  terror  and  self-  hope. 

APAH. 

Omnipotence 
Mi;st  be  all  goodness. 

XUCIFEB. 

Was  it  so  in  Eden  ? 

ADAH.     . 

Fiend!  tempt  me  not  with  beauty;  thou  art  fairer 
Than  wa^  the  serpent ,  and.  as  false. 

1.UCIFER* 

As  true. 
Ask  Eve,"  your /nother ;  bears  she  not  knowledge 
Of  good  and  evil? 

ADAH. 

Oh,  my  mother!  thou 
Hast  pluck'd  a  fruit  more  fatal  to  thine  offspring 
Than  to  thyself;  thou  at  the  least  hast  past 
Thy  youth  in  Paradise,  in  innocent 
And  happy  intercurse  with  happy  spirits ; 
But  we,  thy  children^  ^norant  of  Eden, 
Are  girt  about  by  demons,  who  assume 
The  words  of  God,  and  tempt  us  with  our  own 
Dissatisfied  and  cui'ious  thoughts-—  as  thou 
Wert  work'd  on  by  the -snake,  ,in  thy  most 

flushed 
Aind  heedless,  harmless  wantonness  of  bliss. 


I  cannot  answer  this  immortal  thing 
Which  stands  before  me;  I  cannot  abhor  him; 
I  look  upon  him  with  a  pleasing  fear^ 
And  yet  I  fly  not  from  him:   in  his  eye 
There  is  a  fastening  attraction  which 
Fixes  my  flattering  eyes  on  his ;  my  heart 
Beats  quick;  he  awes  me>  and  yet  draws  me  near^ 
Nearer,  and  nearer:  Cain^—  Cain—  save  me  from 

him! 

CAIN. 

What  dreads  my  Adah  ?  This  is  no  ill  spirit. 

jcnAH. 
He  is  not  God—  nor  God's :  I  have  beheld 
jhe  cherubs  and  the  seraphs;  he  looks  not 
Like  them. 

CAIK. 

'    But  there  are  spirits  loftier  still  — • 
The  archangels. 

I.UCIFEK. 

And  still  lofti^  than  the  archangels. 
Ay -^  but  not  blessed. 

LUCIFSIU 

If  the  blessedness 
Consists  in  slavery  ^  no. 

AfiAIfr 

I  have  heard  it  said, 
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The  seraphs  k)pe  mo^i^  cherubim  kno»  mo9t  — 
And  ihi*  should  be  a  cherub —  since  he  loves  not 

^  lAJClFEB. 

And  if  the  higher  knowledge  quenches  love> 
What  must  he  be  you  cannot  love  when  known? 
Since  the  all -knowing  cherubim  love  least. 
The  seraphs'  love  can  be  but  ignorance : 
That  they  are  not  compatible,  the  doom 
Of  thy  fond  parents,  for  tlieir  daring,  proves 
Choose  betwixt  love  and  knowledge —  since  there  is 
No  other  choice :  your  sire  hath  chosen  already ; 
His  worship  is  but  fear. 

ADAR. 

Oh,  Caint  ehobselove. 

CAIN. 

For  thee,  my  Adah ,  I  ohoose  not  —  it  was 
Bom  with  me  —  but  I  love  nought  else. 

ADAH.  ^ 

Our  parents  ? 
eAiK. 
Did  they  love  us  when  they  snatch'd  from  the  tree 
That  which  hath  driven  us  all  from  Paradise  ? 

ADAH. 

We  were  not  born  then  — ^  and  if  we  had  been. 
Should  we  not  love  them  and  ovtx  children,  Cain? 

CAIN. 

My  little  Enoch !  and  his  lisping  sister! 
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Could  I  but  deem  them  happy,  I  would  half 
Forget—  but  it  cah  never  be  forgotten 
Through  thrice  a  thousand  generations!  never 
Shall  men  love  the  remembraace  of  the  man 
Who  sowM  the  seed  of  evil  and  mankind 
In   the  same    hour ! .  They  pluck'd  the  tree  of 

science 
And  sin — and,  not  content  with  their  own  sorrow, 
begot  7ne  —  t/iee  ^  and  all  the  few  that  are, 
And  all  the  unnumber'd  and  innumerable 
Multitudes  J  millions,  myriads ,  which  may  be, 
To  inherit  agonies  accumulated 
By  ages !  —  And  /  must  be  sire  of  such  things ! 
Thy  bqauty  and  thy  love—  my  love  and  joy, 
^he  rapturous  moment  and  the  placid  hour, 
All  we  love  in  our  children  and  each  other, 
But  lead  them  and  ourselves  through  many  years 
Of  sin  and  pain —  or  few,  but  still  oJC  sorrow, 
Intercheck'd  with  an  instant  of  brief  pleasure, 
To  Death  —  the  unknown!    Methinks  the  tree 

of  knowledge 
Has  not  fulfill'd  its  promise:  —  if  they  sinn'd. 
At  least  they  ought  to  have  known  all  things 

that  are 
Of  knowledge—  and  the  mystery  of  death. 
What  do  they  know?  —  that  they  are  miserable. 
What  need  of  snakes  and  fruits  to  teach  us  that? 
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ADAH. 

I  am  not  wretched  9  Cain ,  and  if  thou 
Wert  happy  — 

CAIN. 

Be  thoti  happy  then  alone  -— 
I  -will  hare  nought  to  do  with  happiness^ 
Wliich  humbles  me  and  mine. 

ADAH. 

Alone  I  could  not, 
Nor  would  he  happy :  but  wth  those  ajround  us, 
I  think  I  could  be  so ,  despite  of  death, 
Which,  as  I  know  it  not,  I  dread  not,,  though 
It  seems  an  awful  shadow  —  if  I  may 
Judge  from  what  I  have  heard. 

liUCIFEB. 

And  thon  couldst  not 
:.df/o/itf ,  thou  say'st ,  be  happy? 

« 

JLUAH. 

Alone!  Oh,  my  God! 
Who  could  be  happy  and  alone,  or  good? 
To  me  my  solitude  seems  sin;  unless 
When  I  think  how  soon  I  shall  see  my  'brother. 
His  brother,  Mid  our  children,  and  our  parents. 

/  I«UCIFER. 

Yet  thy  God  is  alone ;  and  is  he  happy? 
Lonely  dnd  good? 


CAIN,  4/ 

ADAH. 

.    He  is  not  so ;  he  hatK 
The  angels  and  the  mortals  to  make  happy^ 
And  thus  becomes  so  in  diffusing  joy : 
What  else  can  joy  be  but  the  spreading  joy? 

XtJClFEB. 

m 

Ask  of  your  sire,  the  exile  fresh  from  Eden; 
Or  of  his  first  '^born  son;  ask  yoiir  own  heart; 
It  is  not  tranquil. 

ADAH. 

Alas!  no;  and  you  •— 
Are  you  of  heaven  ?  * 

XUCIFEIU 

KI  am  not,  inquire 
The  cause  of,  this  all  -  spreading  happiness 
(Which  you  proclaim)  of  the  aU- great  and  good 
Maker  of  life  and  living  things ;  it  is 
His  secret,  and  he  keeps  it.    We  must  bear* 
And  some  of  us  resist,  and  both  in  vain, 
His  seraphs  say;  but  it  is  worth  the  trial, 
Since  better  may  not  be  without :  there  is 
A  wisdom  in  the  spirit,  which  directs 
To  right,  as  in  the  dim  blue  air  the  eye 
Of  youf  young  mortals,  lights  at  once  upon 
The  star  which  watches,  welcoming  the  morn. 


/ 
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ADAH. 

It  18  a  beautiful  star;  I  loye  it  for 
Its  beauty. 

X.UCIFEB. 

And  why  not  adore  ? 

ADAH. 

Onr  father 
Adores  the  Invisible  only. 

I«UCIFEIL 

But  the  symbols 
Of  the  Invisible  are  the  loveliest 
Of  vrhat  is  visible,  and  yon  bright  star 
Is  leader  of  the  host  of  heaven. 

ADAH* 

Our  father 
Saith  that  he  has  beheld  the  God  himself 
Who  made  him  and  our  mother. 

I<VCIF£R. 

^  Hast  thou  seen  him  ? 

ADAH. 

Yes  —  in  his  works. 

XVCIFER. 

But  in  his  being? 

AJ>AH. 

No- 
Save  in  my  father  >  who  is  God's  own  image ; 
Or  in  his  angels,  who  are  like  to  thee  -— 


And  brighter ,  yet  less  beautiful  aiid  powerful 
In  seeming:  lu  the  silent  siinny  noQn, 
All  light  they  look  upon  us;  but  thou  seem^st    ' 
Like  an  ethereal  night ,  where  long  white  clouds 
Streak  the  deep  purple,  and  unnumber'd  stars    ^ 
Spangle  the  wonderful  mysterious  Vault 
With  things  that  look  aS  if  they  would  be  suns ; 
So  beautiful,  unnumbered  and  endearing, 
Not  dazzling ,  and  yet  drawing  us  to  them," 
They  fill  my  eyes  with  tears,  and  so  ddst  thau. 
Thou  seem'st  unhappy;  do  not  make  us  bo> 
And  I  wiU  weep  for  thee. 

XirCIFER. 

Alas!  those  tears! 
Couldst  thou  but  know  what  dceans  will  be  shed*^ 

ADAH.   , 

By  me^ 

J.UCXF£E; 

By  all. 

ADAH. 

What  all? 

XVCIFEK.  * 

The  million  millions  -^ 
Thy  myriad  myriads  —  the  all  -'peopled  earth  — * 
The  unpeopled  earth—  and  the  o'cr-pcopled  Hell, 
Of  whicl;  thy  bosom  is  the  germ* 

roi,  xiiL  0 


So  CAIN.      ' 

ADAH. 

Oh  Cain ! 
This  spirit  curseth  QS. 

CAIN.     , 

» 

Let  Iiim  say  on ; 
Him  will  I  follow* 

ADAH*    > 

Whither? 

To  a  place 
ff^hejice  he  shall  come  hack  to  thee  in  an  honr^ 
But  in  tl^at  hoiir  see  things  of  many  days* 

ADAH. 

How,ean  that  be  ? 

XiirCIFER. 

Did  not  your  Maker  make 
Out  of  old  worlds  this  new  one  in  few  days? 
And  cannot  I,  who  aided  in  this  work. 
Show  in  an  hour  what  he  ha&  made  in  many. 
Or.  hath  destroyed  in  few  ? 

CAlk. 

Lead  on, 

ADAH« 

Will  hfe 
la  sooth  retnra  witbin  ah  hoiir  ? 

2«t7CIPER. 

He  sbill. 


With  US  actsiore  exempt  from  time  ^  4ad  we 

Can  qrowd  eternity^  into  an  liQiir^ 

Or  stretch  an  hour  into  eternity: 

We  breathe  not  by  a  mortal  measurement  •— 

But  that 's  a  mystery.    Cain^  come  on  with  W» 

ADAH* 

Will  he  return  ?    * 

Aj,  woman!  be  alone 
Of  mortals  from  that  place  (the  6rMt  mi  last 
Who  shall  retttrni  saveOK£)  shall  ^om^lMuek  i^  tllM 
To  mal;e  that  silent  and  expectant  world 
As  populous  as  this :  at  preatfii  tiiere 
Are  few  inhabitants. 

AnAH* 

Where  dwellest  thou? 

LUCIFBR. 

Throughout  all  space.    Where  should  I   dwell  ? 

Where  are 
Thy  God  or  Gods  —  tiiere  am  I  r  all  things  are 
Divided  with  me ;  life  and  death  -^  and  time  •«« 
Eternity  ^^  and  heaven  and  earth  ^^  and  that 
Which  is  not  heaven  nor  earth/ but  peopled  with 
Those  who  once  peopled  or  shall  people  both  -^ 
These  are  my  realms !  So  tliat  I  do  divide 
JUis  y  and  possess  a  kingdom  which  is  not 
His.    If  I  were  not  that  which  I  have  said, 

D  2 
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f 

Could  I  stand  bere  ?    ECs  angels  are  witliin 
Your  vision.  •' 

ADAH. 

So  they  were  wHen  the  fair  serpent 
Spoke  with  onr  mother  first. 

Cain !  thou  hast  heard. 
If  thou  dost  long  for  knowledge,  I  can  satiate 
That  thirst;  nor  ask  thee  to  partake  of  fruits 
.IVhich  shall  deprive  thee  of  a  single  good 
The  con9[neror  has  left  thee.    Follow  me. 

^  CAIK. 

Spirit^  I  have  said  it. 

(Exeunt  Lucifbr  and  Caiw* 
ADAH  {/bilotPM,  exclaiming). 

Cain!  my  brother!  Cainf 
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ACT  It.    SCENE  I. 


The  Aby  »  •    of  Sp  ace. 

CAIK. 

I  tread  oja  air^  and  sink  not;  yet  I  fear 
To  sink. 

Have  fakh  in  xne,  and  thou  shalt  bo 
Borne  on  the  air  ^  of  which  I  am  the  prince. 

CAIK. 

Can  I  do  so  without  injpiety  ? 

x.ucir£]u 
BelieTe—  and  sink  not!  doubt—*  and  perish ! thus 
Would  run  the  edict  of  the  other  God,: 
Who  names  me  demon  to  his  angels ;  they 
Echo  the  sound  to  miserable  things, 
>Vhich    knowing  nought   beyond  their  shallow 

Worship  the  word  which  strikes  their  ear>  and 

deem 
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Evil  or  good  what  is  froclaim'd  to  them 
la  their  abasement*     I  will  have  none  sach : 
Worship  or  worship  not^  thou  shalt  behold 
The  worlds  beyond  t]qr  little  world,  nor  be 
Amerced,  for  doubts  beyond  thy  little  ii&y 
With  torture  of  my  dooming.     There  wiU  come 
An  hour ,  when  toss'd  upon  some  water  ^  drops, 
*  A  man  shall  say  to  a  man,  „  Believe  J9  me^ 
And  walk  the  waters;'^  and  the  man  shall  walk 
The  billows  and  be  safe,  I  will  not  say 
Believe  in  me,  as  a  conditional  creed 
To  save  thee;  but  iiy  with  me  o'er  the  gulf 
Of  space  an  equal  flight ,  and  I  will  show 
What  thou  dar'st  not  deny,  the  history 
Of  past,  and  present,  and  of  future  worldr. 

f  ■ 

CAIN, 

Oh ,  god,  or  demon,  or  whate'er  thou  art. 
Is  yon  our  earth  ? 

X.UCIPXR. 

..  Dost  thou  not  xecognize 
The  dust  which  form'd  your  father  ? 

•  Can  it  be? 

You  smaU  blue  eilpcle  I  swinging  in jfa^  ether. 
With  «D  inferior  circlet  near  it  still. 
Which  looks  like  thdt  which  lit  our  earthly  night  ? 


,'  ' 


% 

U  this  our  Paradise  ?  TWiere  are  it$  walls, 
Asxd  they  who  guard  them  ? 


\ 


>  Point  me  out  the  site 
Of  Paradise. 


/ 


CAIN, 

How  should  I  ?  As  we  noye 
Like   sunbeams   onward  >    it   grows   small'  and 

smaller ; 
And  as  it  waxes  little ,  upA  then  less, 
Gathers  a  halo  round  it ,  lilo  the  light 
Which  shone  the  roundest  of  the  stars^,  Vhen  I 
Beheld  them  from  the  skirts  of  Paradise;        ' 
Methinks  they  both ,  as  we  recede  from  them. 
Appear  to  join  the  innumerable  stars 
Which  are  abound  ns;  and,  a«  we  move  6ft, 
Increase  their  myriades. 

IiX7CIP£R, 

And  if  there  ahouMbe 
Worlds  ^eater  than  thij&<^owil,  inhabited  ' 
By  greater  things>    and    they  thftmselves:  fior 

more 
In  number  than  the  dust  <>f  thy  dull  earthi» 
Though  multiplied  to  isni^iil^d'AtPms, 
A111iving»,flndall  doom'd  to .driith,  and  W)3et<^ked> 
What  wi^uld«t  thou  think  ? 


*  ^  .CAIN. 

'     CAlk, 

I  sliould  be  proud  of  thought 
Which  knew  such  t^iiugfi. 

••-   tTJCIFER. 

But  if  that  high  thougHt  were 
Link*d  to  a  servile  mass  of  matter,  and, 
Eoiowiug  su^h  things ,  aspiring  to  such  things, 
And  sqi«nQe  still  beyond   them^    were  chain'd 

down 
To  the  most  gross^and  petty  paltry  w#nts, 
All  foul  and  fulsome,  and  the  .very  best    . 
Of  thine  enjoyments  a  sweet  degradaticai> 
A  most  enervating  and  filthy  cheat 
Tq  Jure  thee  on  to  the  renewal  of 
Fresh  souls  and  bo^s ,  all  foredoom'd  to  be 
As  frail,  and  f<?wtJo  h*ppy  ^^ 

CAIN. 

-     Spirit!  I 
KnoW'  nought  of  death-,  save  as  a  dreadful  thing 
Of  which  I  have  hed'Td'tny  parents  speidc,  as  of 
A  hideous  heritage  I  owe  to  them 
No  less  than  life  ;  *)si  heritage  not  happy, 
If  Imay  judge^iiU  iiow      But,  sph-itl  If 
It  be ,  as  thou  haslt  sai<il  (^nd  I  within  ' 
Ji'ecl  the  prophetic  torture  of  its  truth), 
Here  let  me  die :  for  to  giv^  birth  to  t]i6se 


Who  can  but  suffer  maiiy  years ,  and  die, 
Meihiixks  i^^merely  propagatuag  death, 
And  nmltfpljing  nrntder; 

Thou  canst  not      '   -  ' 
^U  die  -« there  is  what  must  ^unriye. 

CAIN," 

ThedthW 
Spake  not  of  this  unto  my  fethet,  when 
He  shut  him  forth  frotn  P^adise,  Mritlji  death 
Writt^h'upon  his  .forehead.    But  at  least; 
Let  what  is*  mortal  of  me  p^ri^h,  that 
I  may  be  in  the  rest  as  angels  are, 

I4UCIFJER, 

I  am  angelic:  wouldst  thou  be  as  I  am? 

CAXK. 

I  know  Hot  what  thou  art:  I  see  thy  power,' 
And   9ee    ^ou    show'st  me  things   beyond  my 

power. 
Beyond  all  power  of  my  born  faculties^ 
Although  inferior  still  to  my,  desirea     '  '  ' 

And  my  conceptions.  "        ' 

*  •  —  te 

LTTCIFER. 

What  are  they,  which  dwell 
So  humUy  in  their  prided  j  iui  to -sojourn  ' 
With  worms  in  clay  ?  '    *  r    '     ) 


5tt  C  A 1  JN. 

t 

CAIX, 

And  wliat  art  thou  ^  wko  dUrellest 
So  haaglitilj  in  spirit ,  a^d  can^t  ra^go 
Nature  and  immortality  «<—  and  yet 
Seem'st  ^oxroivful? 

I  a^em  that  wliicli  I  am 
And  therefore  do  I  ask  of  thee,  if  thou 
Wouldst  be  immortal?  * 

»  «  -        - 

Thou  haBtaaxdy  I  uniat  lie 
Inynortal  in  despite  of  me.    I  knew  not 
This  until  lately —  but  since  it  must  he^ 
Let  me,  or  happy  or  unhappy,  learn 
To  anticipate  my  immortality. 

liUCIFER. 

Thou  didst  before  I  cataie  upon  thee. 

How? 

By  suffei-ingj 

CAiy. 

And  must  torture  be  immortal  ? 

We  and  thy  s^f  ,yftl  try.    But  n^w,  betold ! 
Is  it  not  glorious  ? 


CAIK.'       '  '^ 

t 

CAIX. 

Obty  thou  beautiful 
Andmnifnaginable  ether  I  and 
Ye  multiplying  masses  of  increased  .         . 
And  still -increasing.ljgbts!  what  are  ye?  what 
Is  this  blue  wilderness  cif  interminable 
Air,  where  ye  roll  along,  as  I  have  seen 
The  leaves  along  the  limpid  streams  of  £d^? 
Is  your  course  measured  for 'ye  ?  Or  do  ye       ' 
Sweep  on  in  your  unbounded  revelry 
Through  an  aerial  universe  of.  endless 
Expansion ,  at  which  my  soul  aches  to  think, 
Intoxicated  with  eternity? 
Oh  God!  Oh  Gods!  or  whatsoe'er  ye  are! 
How  beautififl  ye  are !  how  beautiful 
Your  works  ,  or  accidents,  or  whatsoe'er, 
They  may  be !  Let  me  die ,  as  atoms  die, 
(If  that  they  die)  or  know  ye  in  your  ufight 
And  knowledge!  My  thoughts  are  not  in  this  hour 
Unworthy  what  1  see,  though  toy  dudtis; 
Spirit!  let  me  empire,  or  see  them  nearer. 

Art  thou  not  nearer?  look  back  to  tliine  earth! 

Where  is  it?  I  see  nothing  save  a  miasa   - 
Of  most  innumerable  lights. 


<K>  CAIN. 

liook  there  I 
I  cannot  sed  it 

XilTClFES* 

Yet  it  aparkles  stills 

CA1N» 

Wli«t,  yonder! 

LUCIPEB* 

Yea. 

CAIK. 

*  And  wilt  thou  tell  me  so? 

Why ,  I  have  seen  the  fire  -ilies  and  fire-worms 
"^      Sprinkle  the  dusky  groves  and  the  green  banks 
In  the  dim  twilight,  brighter  than  yon  world 
.Which  bears  them^ 

IiUCI?ER. 

Thou  hast  seen  both  worms  and  worlds, 
Each  hxigixt  and  sparkling ,  —  what  dost  think  of 

thein;? 

CAIN. 

That  they  are  beautiful  in  their  own  sphere, 
And  that  the  night,  which  makes  both  beautiful 
The  little  shining  fire -fly  in  its  flight, 
And  the  immortal  star  in  its  great  course, 
Must  both  be  guided. 
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Bnt  by  yrhom  or  what^ 

CAIN. 

Show  me. 

1.VCIFSR. 
Dar'st  tliou  beliold? 

How  know  I  what 
I  dare  behiid?  as  yet,  thou  hast  shoym  nought 
I  dare  not  gazo  on  further. 

XiVciFjsa, 

On,  then,  with  me.' 
Would«t  thou  behold  things  mortal  or  immortal  ? 

CAJCN*  • 

Why,  what  are  things  ? 

x»ucip«»r 

Both  partly:  but  what  doth 
Sit  next  thy  heart? 

CAIK.    .. 

The  things  I  aee»       ^ 

ZitTCIVJBR*  , 

But  what 
Saie  nearest  it?       ' 

CAIN. 

The  thinga  1  have  not  seen, 
Nor  erer  shall*—  the^  mysteries  of  death. 


iki  CAiy* 


Whfltf  if  I  tliow  to  thee  things  which  haye  died, 
Am  I  hare  shown  thee  araeh  which  connot  die  ? 

cAiir. 

Do  BO. 

Xit'CUrt&« 

Away^  then!  on  onr  mighty  wings. 

CAIK. 

Oh!  how  we  cleave  the  bine!    The  stars  fade 

fromns! 
The  earth !  where  is  my  eardi  ?  let^me  look  on  it; 
For  I  was  made  of  it. 

.*Tia  fiow^  beyond  thee. 
Less,  in  the  nnirerse  j  than  thou  in  it : 
Yet  deem  not  that  tho«  canst  escape  it;  thou 
ttalt  aoOA  return  to  ««xth ,  and  all  its  dust  ^ 
'Tispart  of  thy  eternity^  and  imne» 

•  cAijBr 
Tnaere  4ost  ihtm  lead  me? 


Tm  what  was  before  thee! 
The  phantasm  of  the  world;  of  \vfii^h  ikf  w«rld 
Is  hmt  die  waxMEl:. 

Whwtt  as  it  isot  thcoi  new  ? 
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LtrciFSR. 

No  hiore  than  Ufe  is ,  and  that  \iras  ere  thou 
Op  I  were,  or  the  things  which  seem  to  us 
Greater  than  either :  many  things  \nll  have 
No  end ;  and  some,  which  would  pretend  to  have 
Had  no  beginnings  have  had  one  as  mean 
As  thou;  and  mightier  things  hare  been  extinct 
Td  inake  vmy  for  much  meaner  than  we  can^ 
Surmise;  for  momeniM  ixsly  and  the  apace 
Have  been  and  must  be  all  unchang9ahie» 
But  changes  make  not  deaths  except  to  clay; 
But  thou  ait  chty-^-^  and  canst  but  comprehend 
That  which  was  clay^  and  such  thOu  ahatt  bdkold; 

.  CAiir. 
Caay,'  spirit!  VSTiat  thotu  wilt,  I  ean  aurvey. 

Away,  then! 

CAIN. 

■  -  •  f 

But  the  lights  fade  from -me  fast^ 
And  aome  till  now  grew  larger  a»  we  approached. 
And  wore  the  look  of  worlds* 

lAJClFESU  ' 

And  anch  they  are. 
And  Edens  in  thehi  ? 


6i  CAIK, 

.    CAIK, 

And  men? 

XtJClFER*  , , 

Yea,  or   tilings  higlier. 

CAIK» 

Ay?  and  serpents  too  ? 

Wouldst  thouiiave  men  without  them?  must  no 

rejttiles 
Breathe >  saye  the  erect  ones? 

CAIN* 

Hovr  the  lights  recede! 
;Where  fly  we? 

lAJCTFBR, 

■  (  

To  the  world  of  phantoms,  which 
Are  beings  past;  and  shadows  still  to  come. 

CAIK. 

But  it  grows  darkj  and  dark*—  the  stars  are  gone! 

,     XiUCXFEB. 

And  yet  thou  seest 

CAIK. 

^Tis  a  fearful  light! 
No  sun  I  no  moon,  no,  lights  innumerable. 
The  very  blue  of  the  empurpled  night 
Fades  to  a  dreary  twiUight, ,  yet  I  see 
Huge  dusky  masses;  butimlike  the  worlds 
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We  were  approacliiilg ,  which ,  begirt  with  light, 
Seem'd  full  of  life  even  when  their  atmosphere 
Of  light  gave  way,  and  show'd  them  taking  shapes 
Unequal ,  of  deep  valleys  and  vast  mountains  • 
And  some  emitting  sparks ,  and  some  displaying 
Enormous  liquid  plains ,  and  some  begirt 
.With  luminous  b^lts^  and  floating  moons  ^  which 

took 
Like  them  the  features  of  fair  earth:*—*  instead,      " 
All  here  seems  dark  and  dreadftd, 

i«uczr£a. 

V 

But  distinct. 
Thou  seekest  to  behold  death;  and  dead  thi^sj?. 

OAIN. 

I  seek  it  not;  but  as  I  knew  there  are 

iSuch ,  and  that  my  sire's  sin^makes  him  and  me, 

And  all  that  we  inherit ,  liable 

To  such|  I  would  behold  at  once^  what  I 

Most  one  day  see  perforce* 

Z.tTCIF£R,    •' 

Behold! 

CAIK. 

'Tis  darkness. 

IiUCZFSR. 

And  so  it  shall  be  ever;  but  we  will 
Unfold  its  gates! 

F-ol  XIIL  E 


66  cAi  s. 

CAllf. 

Enormoiis  Taponn  it>U 
Apart«-wluit'tthis? 

IiirCIFXB* 

Enter! 

CJLIK. 

Can  I  return? 

X<irCIVEK/ 

Return !  be  nur^ :  lio  w  else  should  death  be  peopled  ? 
Its  present  realm  is  thin  to  what  it  will  be. 
Through  thee  and  thine. 

GAIN. 

The  clonds  stin  open  wide 
And  wider^  and  mak^  widening  circles  round  as. 

x-vcmb 
AdTancel 

CAIH. 

And  thou!  ' 

XVCIPEK. 

Fear  not  —  without  me  thou 
Conldst  nothave  gone  beyond  thjwoiid.  On !  on! 
(7 key  disiyjpear  4hrough  the  clouds.) 
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SCENE  IL  - 

I  f ,   *      »  .  •  .  I  r  i 

Hadas. 
Bnief'  Lucifek  and  Cain. 

CAIK. 

How  silent  and  how  vast  are  these  dim  worlds ! 
For  they  seem  more  than  one^  and  yet  more 

.    ..  peopled 

Than  the  huge  brilliant  luminous  orbs  which 

^  swung. 

So  thickly  in  the  upper  air,  that  I  »  , 

Had  deem'd  them  rather  the  bright  populace   . 
Of  some  all  unimaginable  Heaven 
Than  thi^igs  to  be  inhabited  themselves. 
But  that  on  drawing  near  them  1  beheld 
Their  swelling  into  palpable  immensity 
Of  matter,  which  seem'd  made  for  life  to  dwell  on, 
Rather  than  life,  itseli^*     But  here ,  all  is 
So  shadowy  and  so  full  of  twilight,  that 
It  speaks  of  a  day  past. 

Z«l7CirER. 

It  is  the  realm 
Qf  death. ^Wotdds  have  it  pr«sent?      -. 

CAIK. 

Till  I  know 
E  2 


» 1 1 


5S  CAIN. 

That  which  it  really  is ,  I  cannot  answer. 
Bnt  if  It  be  as  I  teaVe'  heard  toy  father 
Deal  out  in  his  long  homilies  ,  His  a  thing  — 
Dh  God!  I  dare  not  think  on  't!  Cursed  be 
He  who  invented  li^e  that  leads.to  d^ath  I 
Or  the  dull  mass  of  life,  that  being  life 
Could  not  retain,  but  needs  must  forfeit  it  — 
Ifiven  for  the  innoeentl 

Dost  tliou  eonrse  thy  father  ? 

CAIN. 

Cursed  he  not  me  in  giving  me  my  birth  ? 
Cursed  he  not  me  befbre  tnj  birii,  in  daring 
To  plucl  the  fruit  forbidden? 

tUCIFER. 

Thou  say^st  well: 
Hie  cur^e  is  innfual  ♦twixt  thy  sire  and  thee  — 
But  for  thy  sons  Jmd  brother  ? 

Let  them  share  it 
With  me ,  their  sire  and  broliier !  VVhat  else  is 
Bequeathed  to  me?  I  leave  them  my  inheritance, 
Oh  ye  interminable  gloomy  realms 
Of  swimming  shadows  and  enormous  shapes. 
Some  fully  shown >  some  indistinct,  and  all 
Miffhty  and  melancholy—-  what  are  ye  ? 
,  or  have  ye  lived  ? 


CAIN. 
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iUCIFBR. 

Sainewhat  of  bolh. 

CAIN. 

Then  what  is  death  ? 

rtrciFER. 

What  ?  Hath  not  he  who  made  ye 
Said  'tis  another  life?  »     u 

€AIN.  -•"•'• 

tillncj^  he  hath 
Said  nothings   save  that  all  shall  die. 

iUCIFER. 

Perhaps 
He  one  day  will  mifold  that  fui^tlier  secret. 

CApf. 

Happy  the  day ! 

Yes;  happy!  when  enfolded 
Through  agonies  unspeakable  >  and  ologg'd 
With  agonies  eternal,  to  innumerable 
Yet  unborn  myriads  of  unconscious  atoms,    ^• 
All  to  be  animated  for  this  only! 

CASK. 

What  are  these  mighty  phantoms  which  1  see 
Floating  aroud  me  ?  —  they  V^ar  not  the  form 
Of  the  intelligences  I  have  seen 
Round  our  regretted  and  unentered  Eden, 


70 


CAIN. 


Nor  wear  the  form  of  man  as  I  have  view'd  it 
In  Adam'S;  and  in  Abel's ,  and  in  mine. 
Nor  in  my  sister -bride's,  nor  in  my  children's : 
And  yet  they  have  an  aspect,  which ^  though  not 
Of  men 'nor  angels ,  looks  like  something,  which 
If  not  the  last ,  rose  higher  than  the  first, 
Haughty,  and  high >  and  beautiful,  and  full 
Of  seeming  strength ,  but  of  inexplicable 
Shape ;  for  I  nev^  s?w  such.    They  bear  not 
The  wing  of  seraph ,  nor  the  face  of  man, 
Sor  form  of  mightiest  brute,  nor  aught  that  is 
Now  breathing  5  mighty  yet  and  beautiful 
As  the  most  beautiful  and  mighty  which 
Live,  and  yet  so  unlike  them,  that  I  scarce 
Can  call  them  living. 

LTTCIFfiB. 

Yet  they  liv^d. 

CAIN. 


xtrciFEii. 


^Vhere  ? 


"Where 


Thou  livest. 


CiJK.. 


When? 


T" 


Z.0CIFEB. 

On  what  thou  callest  earth 
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CAXJbT. 

Adam  is  the  first. 
x^ycxFJSiU 
Of  thine ).  I  grant  thee—  but  too  mean  to  be 
The  last  of  tiiese. 

CAIN. 

Ang  what  are  they  ? 

LUCIFEB., 

That  which 
Thou  shalt  be. 

CAIN* 

But  what /^'ertf  they  ? 

LUCIFEB. 

Liviiig,  high; 
Intelligent  >  good>  great  ^  and  glorious  things. 
As  much  superior  unto  all  thy  sire^ 
Adam>  could  e^ep  Ylkx^  been  in  £den,  as 
The  sixty  -  thousandtli  generation  shall  be. 
In  its  dull  damp  degeneracy  ^  to 
Thee  and  thy  80n;»—  and  how  weat  they  are, 

judge 
By  thy  own  flesh. 

CAIN. 

Ah  me !  and  did  they  perish  ? 

I^UCIPER, 

Yes  from  their  cwth  /  as  thou  wilt  fade  from 

thine. 


•^ 


CAUI. 

Bat  was  mine  theirs? 

xucinou 
It  was. 

CAIK* 

Bat  not  as  now. 
It  is  too  little  and  too  lowly  to 
Sostain  sach  creatures. 

JjVCIFERm 

True ,  it  was  more  glorioos. 

y  cjiiir. 

And  wherefore  did  it  fall? 

IiUCIFSR. 

Ask  him  wlio  fells. 

CAIK. 

But  how? 

LUCIFEB.V 

By  a  most  crushing  and  inexorable 
Destrnction  and  disorder  of  the  elements. 
Which  struck  a  world  to  chaos .  as  a  chaos 
Subsiding  has  struck  out  ^  world :  such  things,' 
Though  rare  in  time ,  are  frequent  in  eternity. 
Pass  on,  and  gaze  upon  the  past. 

CAIN. 

Tis  awful! 
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XUCIPER. 

And  true.  Behold  these  phantoms!  they  were  once 
Material  as  thou  art, 

I 

CAIN. 

^  And  must  I  be 

Like  them? 

.  Let  He  who  made  thee  answer  tjiat. 
I  show  thee  what  thy  predecessors  are,  ^ 

And  what  they  were  thou  feelest,  in  degree 
Inferior  as  thy  petty  feelings  and 
Thy  pettier  portion  of  the  immortal  part 
Of  high  intelligence  and  earthly  strength. 
What  ye  in  common  have  with  what  they  had 
Is  life,  and  what  ye  6haU  have  ^~  death ;  the  rest 
Of  your  poor  attributes  is  such  as  suits 
Reptiles  engender'd  out  of  the  subsiding 
Slime  of  a  mighty  universe ,  crush'd  into 
A  scarcely -yet  shaped  planet,  peopled  with 
Things  whose  enjoyment  was  to  be  in  blindness—- 
A  Paradise  of  Ignorance,  from  which 
Knowledge  was  barr'd  as  poison.     B.ut  behold 
What  these  superior  beings  are  or  were ; 
Or,  if  it  irk  thee,  turn  thee  back  and  tUl 
The  earth,  thy  task  -^  I  '11  waft  thee  theie  in 

safetv. 


7»*  C  A  1  N. 

CAIX. 

No :  I  'U  stay  liere. 

I.irCIFSK« 

How  long? 

CAI9. 

* 

For  ever!  Since 
I  mnit  one  day  return  Jiere  from  the  earthy 
I  rather  would  remain ;  I  am  sick  of  all 
That  dust  has  shown  me  —  let  me  dwell   in 

shadows. 

I«17CIFSH. 

It  cannot  be;  thon  now  heholdest  as 

A  yision  that  which  is  reality. 

To  make  thyself  fit  for  this  dwelling,  thou 

Must  pass  through  what  the  tilings  thou  see'st 

have  pass'd  — 
The  gates  of  death. 

CAIN. 

By  what  gate  have  me  entered 
Even  now? 

XUCITER. 

By  mine!  But,  plighted  to  return, 
My  spirit  buoys  thee  up  to  breathe  in  regions 
Where  all  U-  breathless  save  thyself.    Gascon; 
But  do  not  think  to  dwell-  hero'  till  thine  hour 
Is  come. 
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CAIN. 

And  these  y  too ;  can  they  ne'er  repass 
To  earth  again? 

JAJCIFBR* 

Their  earth  is  gone  for  ever  — • 
So  changed  by  its  convulsion,  they  would  not 
Be  co];iscious  to  a  single  present  spot 
Of  its  new  scarcely  hardened  surface — 'twas  — . 
Oh;  what  a  beautiful  world  it  was  i 

.  ,'  CAIN, 

And  is. 
It  is  not  with  the  earth  ,  though  I  must  till  itj 
I, feel  at  war,  but  that  I  may  not  profit 
By  what  it  bears  of  beautiful  untoiling, 
Nor  gratify  my  thousand  swelling  thoughts 
With  knowledge,  nor  allay  my  thousand  f^ars 
Of  death  and  life. 

I<UCIF£B. 

What  thy  world  is,  thou  see'st, 
But  canst  not  comprehend  the  shadow  of 
That  which  it  was. 

CAIN, 

And  those  enormous  creatui'cs, 
Phantoms  inferior  in  intelligence 
(At  least  so  seeming)  to  the  things  we  have  pasa'd, 
Resemblii^  somewhat  the  wild  habitants 
Of  the  deep  woods  of  earth ,  the  hugest  which 
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Roar  niglitly  in  the  forest  y  but  ten  -  fold 

In  njagnitude  and  terror  ;^aller  tban 

Tlie  clierub  -yarded  walls  of  Eden  with 

Eyes  flashing  like  the  fiery  swords  which  fe|ice 

them. 
And  tiiaks  projecting  like  tJie  trees,  stripped  of 
Their  bark  and  branchcjs—  what  were  they? 

JUUCIFEB. 

That  which 

The  M^moth  is  in  thy  world ;  •—  but  these  lie 

By  myriads  underneath  its  surface. 

cjuir.  ^ 

But 
None  on  it? 

liUClFER. 

No ;  for  thy  frail  race  to  war  < 
WiAthein  would  render  the  curse  on  it  useless — 
T  would  be  destroy'd  so  early. 

CAIK. 

But  -why  wear  1 

liUCIFEfi. 

You  have  forgotten  the  denunciation 

Which  drove  your  race  from  Eden  *-^  war  with 

.   all  things, 
And   death   to   all  things ,    and  disease,  to   most 

-     things , 
And  pangs,  and  bitteriiessj  these  were  the^fruits 
forbidden  tree. 
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CAIN. 

But  animals  — ' 
Did  they  too  eat  of  it,  tJhat  ttey  must  die? 

xrciFER. 
Your  Maker  told  ye,  they  were  made  for  you. 
As.  you  for  him.  -^  You  would  not  have  their 

doom 
Superior  to  your  own  ?    H&d  Adam  not 
Fallen,  all  had  stood. 

CAiy.' 

Alas !  the  hopeless  wl^tches ! 
They  too  must  share  my  sire's  fate,  like  his  sons ; 
Like  them,  too,  without  having  shared  the  apple ; 
Like  them  J  too,  without  the   so    dear-bought 

knowledge  I 
It  was  a  lying  tree  —  for  we  know  nothing.  • 
At  least  it  promised  knowledge  at  the  price 
Of  death  -*-  but  knowledge  still :  but  what  knows 

xtrc;iFEA. 
It  may  be  death  leads  to  the  highest  knowledge ; 
And  being  of  all  things  the  sole  thing  certain, 
At  least  leads  to  the  surest  science :  therefore 
The  tree  was  true  ^  though  deadly. 

CAIN. 

These  dim  realms ! 
I  see  them,  but  I  know  them  not. 


yS  C  A  I  S. 

- 

.    ^       Because 
Thy  hour  is  y«t  afiup,  and  matter  cannot 
Comprehend  spirit  whoUyr:-  but  'tis  something 
To  know  there  are  such  realms. 

ca;ii{*  ,     ' 
•    We  knew  already 
That  there  was  death. 

I.17CIF£I(. 

But  not  what  wi^  beyond  it 

,      '  CAIN* 

Nor  know  I  now. 

•  Thou  know'st  that  ther#  is 
A  state ,  and  many  states  beyond  thine  own  — 
And  this  thou  kncw^st  not  this  morn, 

cAi^r. 

But  aU 
Seams  dim  and  shadowy- 

Be  content  J  it  will 
Seem  clearer  to  thine  immortality. 

And  yon  immeasurable  liquid  space 
Of  glorious  azure  which  floats  on  beyond  us> 
Which  looks  like  water^  and  which  I  should  deem 
The  river  which  flows,  out  of  Paradise 


\ 
\ 
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Past  my  own  dwelling  ^  but  that  it  is  bankless 
And  bpimdless  ^  and  of  an  ethereal  hue  "^ 
What  is  it? 

I^tJCIFER. 

There  is  still  some  such  on  earth. 
Although  fciferior ,  and  thy  children  shall 
Dwell  near  it*— 'tis  the  phantasm  of  iia  ocean. 

CAIN. 

'Tis  like  another  world  5  a  liquid  sun*— » 
And  those  inordinate  creatures  sportinar  oW 
Its  shining  surface  ? 

I^VCIFEB. 

Are  iU  habitans, 
The  past  leviathans. 

CAIN. 

And  yon  immense 
Serpent  y  which  rears  his  dripping  mane  and  vasty 
Head  ten  times  higher  than  the  haughtieist  cedar 
Forth  irom  the  abyss ,  looking  as  he  could  coil 
Himself  around  the  orbs  we  lately  look'd  on  — 
Is  he  not  of  Ihe  kind  which  baik'd  beneath 
The  tree  in  Eden  ? 

liUcirzR. 

Eve,  thy  mother,  best 
Can  teU  what  shape  of  serpent  tempted  her. 


So  CAIK. 

CAfN. 

This  seema  too  terrible.  ;.No  doubt  th^  other 
Had  more  ol  beauty. 

I.VCIFE]t; 

Hast  thou  ne'er  bdield  him  ? 

CAIK. 

Many  of  tl^e  same  kind  (at  least  so  call'd}^ 
But  never  that  precisely  which  persuaded 
The  fatal  fruity  nor  even  of  the  same  aspect. 

f  • 

I.UCIF]ER, 

Your  father  saw  him  not  ^ 

CAIN. 

No  2  'twas  iny  mother 
Who  tempted  him  •^  she  tempted  by  the  serpent. 

tUCIFER. 

Good  man!  whene'er  thy  wife,  or  thy  sons*  wives 
Tempt    thee   or   them  to    aught  that's  new  or 

strange^ 
Be  sure  thou  see'st  first  who  hath  tempted  them. 

CAIN*. 

Thy  precept  homes  too  late :  there  is  no  mote 
For  serpents  to  tempt  woman  to. 

I«irCIF£Ri 

But  there 
Are  some  things  still   which  woman  may  tempt 

man  to 
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And  man  tempt  womai>:*-^lct  thy  sons  look  to  it ! 
My  connsel  is  a  kind  one ;  for  'tis  even 
Given  chielly  at  my  own  expense :  'tis  true, 
»T  will  not  be  follow'd,  so  there's  little  lost. 

GAIK« 

I  understand  not  this. 

The  happier  thou !  — 
Thy  world  and  thou  are  still  too  young  I  Thou 

thinkest 
Thyself  most  wicked  jmd  unhappy :  is  it 
Kot  so? 

For  crime,  I  know  not 5  but  for  pain, 
I  have  felt  much. 

X.17GIFEB* 

First  -  born  of  the  first  man  I 
Thy  present  state  of  sin—  and  thou  ayt  evil,  . 
Of  sorx'Ow  -«  and  thou  sufierest,  are  both  Eden 
In  all  its  innocence  compared  to  what 
2^/iou  shortly  may's t  be;  and  that  state  agaipi     ^ 
In  its  redoubled  wretchedness,  a  Paradise 
To  vrhat  thy  sons'  sons'  sons,  accumulating   ^ 
In  generations  like  to  dust,  (which  they 
In  fact  but  add  tO;)  shall  endure  and  do.  — 
Now  let  us  back  to  earth! 


CAIN. 


4  «     ^       * 


CAllf.        .   . 

And  vr}iexe{ore  didst  tboB 
Lead  me  here  only  to  inform  me  this? 


.'.  z.  :     :  ^Ci?BR, 


Was  not  thy  qnest  for  knowledge? 

CAIN. 

Yes :  as  beins 
The  road  to  happiness. 

'  trCIFEH. 

'      •        ^   -.  ;  '^  If  truth  be  s©; 

Thou  hast  it   " 

•"         .  •      . 

CAIN. 

f 

Then  my  father's  God  did  well 
When  he  prohibited  the  fatal  tree* 


.    .4    ■  •  V 

LUCIFER. 


i    1 


But  had  done  better  in  not  planting  it 
But  ignorance  of  evil  doth  not  save 
Frohi  evil;  it  mist  still  roll  on  the  same, 
A  part  of  all  things. '  '"  ' 

*     CAIN. 

'       Not  of  all  things.'    No : 
I  *11  ftot  believe  it— i  for  I  thirst  for  good. 

I.UCIFER. 

And  who  and  what  doth  not?  ff^q  covets  evil 
For  its  own  bitter  s^ke  ?—  JVb«#-^  nothing!  'tis 
The  leaven  of  all  life ,'  and  lifelessneit. 
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I 

'  CAZK. 

Within  those  glcoioas  orbs  which  we  behold. 
Distant  ^nd  dazzling^  and  innumerable, 
Ere  we  came  down  jnto  this  phantom  realm^ 
HI  cannot  come  j  they  are  too  b^^atiful* 

ThosL  hast  seen  them  from  a£pr. 

CAIK. 

Andiivhat  of  tjirt? 
Distance  can  but  diminish  glory  «-^  they 

When  nea»^;r  m|i8t,be  nior«  ineffable.  / 

XUCIFEB, 

Approach  the  things  of  earth.most  beautiful, 
And  judge  their  beauty  near. 

CAIN. 

I  haTie  ^one  thi^.-^ 
The  lovejioflt  thing  I  know  is  loveliest  ncapreft.  ,  , 

LUCIFER. 

Then  there  most  be  delusion.  — *  What  is  that^  ■• 
^Which  being  nearest  to  thine  eyes  is  still   . 
More  beautiful  than  beauteous  things  remote? 

CAIN.       ■  •  .        , 

\ 

My  sister  Adah.  —  All  the  stars,  of  heaven,     ^ 
The  deep  blue  noon  of  night,  lit  by  an  orb 
Whict  looks  a  spirit ,  or  a  spirit's  world  — 
The    hues    of  twilight  ^^  the  sun's  georgeons 

coning  -— 
Fa 


i^ 
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His  setting  indescribable  y  wHich  fills 

My  eyes  with  pleasant  tears  as  I  behold 

Him  sink  9  and  feel  my  heart  float  softly  with  him 

Along  that  western  paradise  of  clouds  — 

The  forest  shade—*  the  green  .bough  —  the  bird's 

voice  -^ 
The  vesper  bird's j  which  seems  to  sing  of  love^ 

And  mingles  with  the  song  of  cherubim, 

« 

As  the  day  closes  over  Eden's  walls ;  — 
All  these  are  noting ,  to  my  eyes  and  heart,' 
Like  Adah's  face:  I  turn  from  earth  aild  heaven 

Togazeonit* 

•    •         -  .       ,  •   •     • .   • 

i-trctrEK* 

*Tis  frail  as  iliir  mortality, 

In  the  first  dawn  and  bloom  of  young  creation 

And  earliest  embraces  of  earth's  parents, 

Can  make  its  bfii^pting;  itill  it  is  delusion. 

CAIK. 

Tou  tiiink  so  i  liefing*  not  her  brother.^ 

>        .  XftrCZFEB* 

Mortal  f 
My    brotherhood's  with    those   who  have  no 

children. 

CAIX. 

Then  thou  ca^st  have  no  fellowship  with  us,. 

XiVOIFSB. 

a 

niay  be  that  thine  own  shall  be  for  mc. 


But  if  theu  doat  possess  a  beantiful 
Being  beyond  all  beauty  in  thi^ne  eyesj 
Why  art  thou  wretched? 

CAIN. 

Why  do  I  exist  ? 
Wby  art  thou  vrretclied?  wby  are  all  things  so? 
£v'n  he  who  made  us  must  be ,  as  the  maker 
Of  things  unhappy !    To  produce  d^tructiou 
Can  surely  never  be  the  task  of  joy. 
And  yet  my  sire  say^  he  's  omnipotent : 
Then  why  is  evil-—  he  being  good?    I  ask'd 
This  question  of  my  father;  and  he  said, 
Because  this  evil  only  was  thp  path 
To  good.  Strange  goodj  that  must  arise  from  f^ut 
Its  deadly  opposite.    I  lately  saw 
A  lamb  stung  by  a  reptile:  the  poor  suckling 
Lay  foaming  on  the  earth ,  beneath  die  vain 
And  .piteous  bleating  of  its  restless  dam; 
My  father  pluck'd  some  herbs ,  and  laid  them  to 
The  wound ;  and  by  degi*ees  the  helpless  wretch 
Resumed  its  careless  life,  and  rose  to  drain 
The  mother*8  milk,  who  o'er  it  tremuloua 
Stood  licking  its  reviving  limbs  with  joy. 
Behold  2  my  son !  said  Adam ,  how  from  evil 
Springs  good! 

XUCIFEB. 

What  didst  thou  answeir?  . 


^    ^  CAIN. 

CAIK. 

Nothing;  for 
He  is  my  father :  but  I  thouglit,  that  Hwer* 
A  better  portion  for  the  animal 
Never  to  have  been  stung  at  all,  than  to 
Purchase  renewal  of  its  little  life 
With  agonies  unutterable,   though 
Dispelled  by  antidotes. 

XUCIFER. 

But  as  thou  saidst 
Of  all  beloved  things  thou  love^t  her 
Who  shared  thy  mother's  milk^  and  giveth  hers 
Unto  thy  children  — ^ 

CAIN. 

Most  assuredly : 
What  should  I  be  without  her  ? 

JLUCIFER. 

What  am  I? 

CAIN. 

Dost  thou  love  nothing  ? 

XUCIFEH. 

WUat  does  thy  God  love? 

CAIN. 

All  things ,  my  father  says ;  but  I  confess 
i  see  it  not  in  their  allotment  here.'* 

liUClFER. 

And,  therefore,  thou  canst  not  see  if  I  lore 
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Or  no  y  except  some  rast  and  general  purpoae^ 
To  which  particular  things' must  melt  lil^e  suows. 

CAIN.  -     '  .  '•  . 

Snows!  what  are  they? 

X.UCIFER. 

Be  happier  in  not  knowing 
What  thy  remoter  offspring  mast  encounter ;  • 
But  bask  beneath   the  climo  which    knows    iter 

winter ! 

CAIK. 

But  dost  thou  not  love  something  like  thyielf  ? 
And  dost  thou  love  ihjselfl 

Ci-IK. 

Yes,  but  lore  moro 
What  makes  my  feelings  more  endurable, 

And  is  more  than  myself  ^  because  I  love  it. 

«  *  ■  ♦ 

rUCIFER. 

Thou  love.st  it,  because  'tis  beautiful 
As  was  the  apple  in  thy  mother's  eycj^ 
And  when  it  ceases  to  be  so ,  thy  love 
Will  cease ,  like  any  other  apj)etite. 

<;aik. 
Ceas&to  be  beaatif|il!  how  can  that  be  ? 

With  time. 


ttS  C  ▲  i  K« 

f 

CAIN* 

Bat  tiihe  bas  past^  and  hitherto    . 
Even  Adam  and  my  mother  ^th  are  fair ; 
Not  fair  like  Adah  and  the  seraphim  — 
Bat  very  f air» 

XiVCIFER. 

A^l  that  must  pass  away 
In  them  and  her. 

CAIN. 

I  'm  soarry  for  it;  butr 
Cannot  conceive  my  love  for  her  the  less. 
And  when  her  beauty  disappears ,  methinhs 
He  who  creates  all  beauty  will  lose  more 
Than  me  in  seeing  perish  such  a  work. 

I.UCIEEB. 

I  pity  thee  who  lovest  what  must  perish. 

CAIN. 

And  I  thee  who  loy'st  nothing. 

IiVCIFEB. 

And  thy  brother  — 
Sits  he  not  near  thy  heart  ? 

CAIN. 

Why  should  he  not  7 

.    XUCIFEJEU 

Thy  father  loves  him  well  —  so  does  thy  God. 

CAIN. 

And  so  do  I. 


i;AI^.  b<^ 

t 

'Tis  well  and  meekly  done. 

CAIN", 

Mecidyl  • 

C  liUCIFEH. 

He  is  the  second  born  of  ilesh , 
And  is  Ills  mother's  favourite^. 

CAIN. 

Let  Him  keep 
Her  favour  J  since  the  serpent  was  the  first 
To  win  it. 

« 

XVCIFER. 

And  his  father's? 

CAIN. 

What  is  that  * 
To  me?  should  I  not  love  that  which  all  love? 

I^UCIFFR. 

And  the  Jehovah —  the  indulgent  Lord, 

And  bounteous  planter  of  h^rr'd  Paradise  —  ' 

He,  too^  looks  smilingly  on  Abel. 

I 

Ne^er  saw  him ,  and  I  know  not  if  he  smiles. 

LUCIFEH.  ,       % 

Bnt  you  have  seen  his  angels. 

CAIN. 

■      » 

Rarely. 


9U  cxisf. 

But 
Safficientlj  to  see  they  Ioto  your  brother; 
His  sacrifices  are  acceptable.  * 

CAIN* 

So  be  they!  wherefore  speak  to  me  of  this? 

JstlOIFEM,, 

Because  thou  hast  thought  of  this  ere  now. 

CAIK. 

And  if 
I  hape  thought  J  why  recall  a  thought  that  —  (he 

pauses,  as  agitated)  —  Spirit! 
Here  we  are  in  thy  world;  speak  not  of  mine. 
Thou  hast  shown  me  wonders ;  thou  hast  shown 

me  those 
Mighty  Pre «- Adamites  who  walk'd  the  earth 
Of  which  onrs  is  the  wreck ;  thou  hast  pointed  out 
Myriads  of  starry  worlds ,  of  which  our  own 
Is  the  dim  and  remote  companion ,  in 
Infinity  of  life.:  thou  hast  shown  me  shadows 
Of  that  existence  with  the  dreaded  name 
Wliich  my  sire  brought  us  —  Death  ,  thtfu  hast 

shown  me  much  — ^ 
But  not  all:  show  me  where  Jehovah  dwells, 
ccial  Baradise  —  or  thine  : 
It? 


Here^  aiid'o^er  all  space* 

CAIN, 

—  But  ye      ^ 

Have  some  allotted  dvirelling  -*«  as  all  thjngs ; 
Clay  has  its  earthy   and  other,  worlds  their  te- 
nants ; 
All  temporary  breathiirg  creatures  their 
Peculiar  element;  and  things  which  have 
Long  ceased  to  breathe  our  breath ,  have  AieJrS| 

thou  say'st; 
And  the  Jehovah  and  thyself  have  thine  — - 
Ye  do  not  dwell  together  ? 

XUCIFER. 

No,  we  reign      ^     - 
Together;  but  our  dwellings  are  asunder. 

Would  there  w^re  only  one  of  ye !  perchanco 

An  unity  jof  purpose  might  maki^' union 

In  elements  which  seem  now  jarred  in  itormt. 

How  came  ye ,  beins;  spirits  y  wise  and  infinite, 

To  separate.?   •  Are  ye  not  as  brethren  in 

Your  essence^  and  your  nature,  and  your  glory? 

liUCIPJEB.  •     -.  ..  .  • 

Art  thou  not  Abel's  brother  ? 

CAIN. 

We  are  brethren. 


M  C  A I  K« 

And  so  we  shall  remain;  but  were  it  uot  so. 
Is  spirit  like  to  flesh?  can  it  fall  out? 
Infinity  with  Immortality  ? 
Jarrii^  and  turning  space  to  misery  **« 
For  what? 

.  I.UCIFEB. 

To  reign.  • 

cAiir. 
Did  ye  not  teU  me  that 
Ye  are  both  et^nal? 

.  XitTCIFES^ 

Yea! 

CAIK* 

And  what  I  have  seea^ 
Yon  blae  immensity^   is  boundless? 

J«UCIF£B« 

Ay. 
cAiir. 
And  cannot  ye  both  reign  then?  *^  is  lirere  not 
Enongh  ?  *-^  why  should  3^  differ? 

We  hoth  reign. 

CAIK. 

Bnt  one  of  you  makes  evlL 

tUCIFER.' 

Which? 


^ 


» 

CAIN.,  .      *   '. 

.   Tho^i  fori 
If  thou  canst  do  man  good,'  why  dost  thou  not? 

tUCIFER. 

And  why  not  he  who  made?  I  made  ye  not; 
Ye  are  his  creatures,,  and  not  mine. 

CAiir. 
,     ,      .  Then  leay©  ti» 

Hi9   creatures,    as  .thp|i    sayfst    we    are,     at 

r  ',  show  me 

Thy  dwelling,  or  his  dwelling. 

tirciFBR. 

I  couldshow  thee 
Both ;  hut  the  time  will  come  thou  shalt  Mem  one 
Of  them  for  evermore*  * 

CAIH.   ' 

And  why  not  now  T 

«    •  • 

XUCIPER'     . 

.1  •  '     •  • 

Thy  human  mind  hath  scarcely  grasp  to  gather 
The  little  I  have  shown  thee  into  calm 
And  clear  thought;  and  thou  wouldst  go  on  as- 
piring 
To  the  great  douhle  Mysteries!  the  tw6  Prin^ 

ciples  t 
Ahd  gac*  upon  them  on  tlieir  secret  thrones!' 


CAi  y. 


* 


findt  th  J  ambition  ;  for  to  «ee 
Eilfa^r  ^f  tke^e,  would  be  for  tliee  to  pcEiih ! 

And  let  me  perish,  so  I  see  tbem! 

xrciFEK. 

There 
The  soli  of  her  who  snatched  the  apple  spake! 
Bnt  thon  wouldsf^  only. perish,  and  not  see  them; 
That  sighi  IS  for  the  other  state. 

Of  death? 
XfremsB. 
That  is  the  prehide. 

eAur«: 
'    ..  f^'    •  Hm|9  J  dread  it  l^ss^ 

Now  that  I  know  it)  leads  t^  something  definite. 

And  How  I  will  convey  ^ee  to  thy  world* 
Where  thou  shalt  multiply  the  race  of  Adam, 
Eat,  drink,  ^oil>  tremble,  langh,  weep,  sleep, 

and  die. 

CAIK. 

And  to  witat  end  have  I  beheld  these  things 
Which  thou  hast  shown  me  ? 

I>VCIF£K. 

nidit  thou  notire^uir# 


/ 

4 


Knowledge?  And  havQ  I  pot ,  in  what  I  abow'dr 
Taught  thee  to  kuow.thyeelf?  ;^    /  :  , : 

V    -  -     •    "     CAtH. '      •   .    ■       •    I  •■    '     !      \ 


>      « 


Alas!  Iseelii  "      • 
Nothing.  ^''    ' 

And  this  should  be  the  hnnlan  sum'     '- 
Of  knowledge^  to  iaiow  mortal  nature's  nothSng- 

^  ness;  ,  \  *' 

Bequeath  that  science  to  thy  children  >  and 
'Twill  spartf  them  many  tortures* 

CAIK, 

Haughty  spirit! 

Thou  speaL'st  it  proudly.;  but  thyself  ;j  though 

»  * 

%  proud^ 

Hast  a  superior. 

No !  By  heaven,  which  Ho 
Holds-,  and  the  abyss,  apd  the  immensity 
CH*. worlds  and  life,  which;  I  l^old  wit^  him— •NiH 
I  have  a  victor— true;  but  no  superior. 
Homage  he  has  from  all  •—  but  none  itora  me :    • 
I  battle  it  .against  him,  as  I  battled 
In  I^ighest  heaven.     Through  all  eternity, 
And  the  unfathomable  |pllfs^of  Hades, 
And  the  interminable  realms  oi  space. 


g6  c  A  f  X. 

And  tite  infinity  of  endless  ages, 

Alli  tJl,  will  I  dispute !  And  world  by  world. 

And  star  by  star,  and  nnrverse  by  nnirerse 

ShaH  tremble  in  the  balance,  till  tlie  great 

Conflict  shall  cease ,  if  ever  it  shall  cease^ 

iWliich  it  uVer  shall ,  till  ho  or  I  be  qnench'd! 

And  what  can  quench  our  immortality> 

Or  mutual  and  irrevocable  hate? 

He  as  a  conqueror  will  call  the  conquered 

JSt^il!  bat  what  will  be  the  good  he  gives  ? 

Were  I  the  victor,  hu  works  would  be  deem'd 

The  only  evil  ones.     And  you ,  ye  new 

And  scarce* born  mortals,  what  have  been  his 

•       gifts 
To  yon  already  in  your  little  w6rld? 

CAIK. 

But  few;  and  some  of  those  but  bitter. 

xuctrjm. 

Back 

Wth  me,  then,  to  thine  earth,  and  try  the  rest 

Of  his  celestial  boons  to  ye  and  yours. 

Evil  and  good  are  things  in  their  own  essence. 

And  not  made  good  or  eVil  by  the  giver; 

But  if  he  gives  you  good —  so  call  him;  if 

Evil  springs  from  him,  4o  not  name  it  mine, 

Till  ye  know  bettmr  its  true  fount;  and  judge 


CAIN. 


97 


Not  by  words,  tliough  of  spirits,  but  the  fruits 
Of  your  existence ,  such  as  it  must  be. 
One  good  gift  has  the  fata]  apple  giyen  — 
Ypur  reason  :  —  let  it  not  be  over  -  s wayM 
8y  tyrannous  thi*edts  to  fotce  yOtt  Into  faith 
'GM&st  all  external  sense  and  inward  feeling :     > 
Think  and*endure,  —  and  form  an  inner  worM 
In  your  own  bosom <—*wh^re  the  outward  fails; 
So  shall  you  nearer  be  the  spiritual 
I*9aturei  and  wat  triumphant  wittt  your  own.  ' 

{T/iej  disappear.) 


Vol  xrn. 


G 


^  «  A  I  N\ 


ACT  IB.    SCMfEI.  ', 


Th$  JEat^h  near  JEden,   a$  in  Act  J, 

Enter  Cain  €md  Adah. 

ADAH. 

Hash !  tread  softly,  C^n. 

CAIK. 

I  will ;  but  wherefore  ? 
Adah. 
Oar  little  Eaoif^  bleeps  upon  jon  bed 
Of  leaves  I  beneath  the.  cypress. 

CAXN. 

Cypress!  'tis 
A  gloomy  tree ,  which  looks  as  if  it  moura'd 
O'er    what  it  shadows;    wherefore  didgt    thon 

'  choose  it        %i. 

For  our  child's  canopy  ? 

'     ADAFf. 

Because  its  Branches 
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Shut  out  the  sun  like  nighty  and  therefore  aeem'd 
Fitting  to  shadow  slumber. 

CAZK. 

•  Ay,  the^last  — 

'  And  longest;  but  no  matter ^^  lead  me  to  him. 

4^ A  {They  go  up  to  the  child.) 

How  lovely  he  appears !  his  little  cheeks^ 
In  their  pure  incarnatioB,  vying  with 
The  rose  leaves  strewn  beneath  them. 

ADAH. 

And  his  lipS|  too^ 
How  beautifully  parted!  No;  you  shall  not 
Kis  him,  at  least  not  now:  he  will  awake  aoon  -^ 
His  hour  of  mid*-  day  rest  is  nearly  over  j 
Bui  it  were  pity  to  disturb  him  till 
'Tis  closed. 

CAIK. 

Tou  have  said  well;  X  will  coiltain 
My  heart  till  then.    He  smiles,   and  sleeps  1  «^ 

Sleep  on 
And  smile;  thou  little;  young  inheritor 
Of  a  world  scarce  less  young:  sleep  on;  and 

'  smile ! 
Thine  are  the  hours  and  days  when  both  are 

cheeiung 
nnocent !  ihou  tiast  not  plucVd  the  fruit— 
Thou  know*st  not  thoti  art  naked!  Must  the  tiir 

6a 


lO^  \  CAIN.    \ 

•  *      -' 

Come  thon  slnilt  be  amerced  for  siuA  unknown* 
Which  were  not  thine  nor  mioe  ?  But  now  sleep  on  ! 

*  His  cheeks  are  reddening  into  deeper  smiles^ 
And  shining  ]lds  are  trembling  o'er  his  long 
Lashes^  dark  as  the  cypress  which  waves  o'er 

them; 
Half  open,  from  beneath  them  the  clear  hlue 
Laughs    out,    although  in  slumber.     He  mast 

dream  — 
Of  what  ?  Of  Paradise !  —  Ay !  dream  of  it, 

.  My  disinherited  boy !    'Tis  but  a  dream  5 
For -never  m.orc  tlxyself,  thy  sons,  nor  fatilters, 
Shiill  walk  in  that  forbidden  plabe  of  joy! 

ADAH. 

Dear  Cain !  Nay ,  do  not  whisper  o'er  our  son 
Such  melancholy  yearnings  o'er  the  p4st: 
Why  wilt  thou  always  mourn  for  Paradise  ? 
Can  we.  not  omke  another? 

CAIK. 

Wli^fe? 

Jlerc,  or 
Where'er  thou  wilt,  where'er  thou  art,  J  feel  not 
The  want  of  this  so  much  regretted  Eden. 
Have  I  not  thee,  our  boy,  our  sire,  and  brother, 
And  Zillah  —  our  sweet  sister ,  and  our  Ev#^ 
To  whom  we  owe  so  much  besides  our  birtli  ? 


CAIN.  giOl 

CAIN.     * 

Yes  ^—  deaibi    too,'  is    amongst    the  debts  yr9 

,  owe  hep. 

ABAH. 

Cain !  that  jroud  spirit,  who  withifrew  thee  heiice^ 
Hath  sadden'd  thine  still  deeper.    I  had  hoped 
The  promised  wonders  which  thou  hast  hehejd, 
Visions,  thou  say'st,  of  past  and  present  worl<}«# 
Would  have  composed  thy  mind  into  the  calm 
Of  a  content-ed  knowledge ;  but  I  see 
Thy  guide  hath  done  thee  eVil-:    still  thank  him. 
And  can  forgive  him  all,  that  he  so  soou 
Hath  given  thee  back  to  us^ 

CAIN^ 

So  soon  ? 

AJ)AB. 

*Tfa  scarcely 
Two  hours  since  yft  departed :  two  long  hours 
To  mSf  but  only  hours  upon  the  suu. 

CAIN. 

And  yet  I  have  approaeh'd  that  sun,  Md  seen 
Worlds  which  he  once  shone  on,  and  nerermoro 
Shall  light;  and  worlds  he  never  Ifl:  me  thought 
Years  had  roU'd  o'er  my  absence. 

«  Hardly  hours. 


CAIK* 

Tie  mind  then  hath  capacity  of  time. 

And  measures  it  by  that  which  it  beholds^ 

Pleasing  or  painful ;  little  or  rfmighty, 

I  had  beheld  the  immemorial  works 

Of  endless  beings;  skirr'd  extinguish'd  worlds; 

And,  gazing  on  eternity ,  methought 

i  had  boi^Qw'd  more  by  a  few  drops  of  ages 

Profn  its  immensity;  but  now  I  feel 

My  littleness  again.    Well  said  the  spiritt 

That  I  was  nothing  I 

ADAH. 

Werefore  said  he  so? 
Jehovah  said  not  that, 

CAIN.  , 

No:  he  contents  him 
With  malsing  us  the  nothing  which  we  are; 
A|id  after  flattering  dust  with  glimpses  of 
Eden  and  Immortality,  iiesolves 
It  back  to  diist  again*—  for  what? 

AJ>AH« 

Thou  know'at  — 
Eyen  for  pur  parents'  ercor. 

CAIK, 

What  is  that 
T'  sinn'd^  then  lei  them  die  ! 


Thou.liast  not  spoken  well,  not  is  that  thought 
Thy  own,  but  of  tlim.spiiit  who  was  with  thee. 
Would  I  could  die  for  theni^  so  they  might  live ! 

CAIN. 

"Why ,  so'  say  I  provided  that  one  victim 
Might  satiate  the  insatiable: of  life,  :    . 

And  that  oiur  little  rosy  sleeper  thfre 
Might  never  ta^Jte  of  death  nov  human  sorrow^ 
Nor  hand  it  down  to  ihMe  who  spring  from  him. 

JkDAH.  -  ' 

How  know  we  that  some  such  atonement  one  day 
May  not  re^em  our  race? 
^  cAnr. 

By  sacrificing 
The  harmless  for  the  guilty?  what  atonement 
Were  there?  why,  we  are  innocent:  what  have  we 
Done ,  that  we  must  he  victims  for  a  deed 
Before  our  birth,  or  need  have  victims  tp. 
Atone  for  this  mysterious,  nameless  sin  — 
If  it  be  such  a  sin  to  seek  for  knowledge  ? 

ADAH. 

Alas!  thou  sinnest  now,  my  Cain;  thy  words 
Sound  impious  in.  mine  ears. 

.  CAIV. 

.    Then  Ua\e  me! 
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\  Never, 

Though  thy  God  left  tliee.  r 

•CAIK. 

Say,  what  have  we  here? 

ADAH.  . 

Two^  altirs  ;  whieh  <mr  brother  4bel  made 
During  thine  absence,  whereupon  to  offer 
A  saorifice  to  6od  on  thy  return. 

CAXK. 

And  how  Inew  hey  that  /would  be  so  ready 
With  the  bnrntofibrings ,  which* he  daily  bringa 
With  a  meek  brow,  whose  base  humility 
Shows  more  of  fear  than  worship,  as  a  bribe 
To  the  Greator.? 

ADAH.   / 

Surely,  'tis  well  done. 

CAIN. 

X)ne  altar  may  3uffice3  /have  no  offering, 

« 

The  fruits  of  the  ear  A,  the  early,  beautiful 
Blossom  and  bud,  {uid  bloom  of  flowers,  and  frui^; 
These  are  a  goodly  offering  to'  the  Lt)rd, 
Given  with  a  gentle  and  a  contrite  spirit. 

CAfK. 

1  have  toiPd,  and  till'd,  and  sweaten  in  the  sum 


According  to  the  curse ;-r^  must  1  do  more? 
For  what  ahould  I  be  gentle  ?  for  a  w«r 
With  all  the  elements  ere  they  will  yield 
The  bread  we  eat  ?    For  what  must  I  be  grateful  ? 
For  bctf^dusty   aiid  groveling  in  the  dust^ 
Till  I  return  to  dust  ?    If. J  am  nothing—*; 
Fov  nothing  shall  I  he  an  hypooriie^  ^ 

And  seem  well -.pleased  with  ptMn?    For  what 

should  I 
Be  contrite?  for  my  father's  sin,  already 
Expiate  with  what  we  all  ha:>^e  undergone^ 
And  to  be  more  than  expiated  by 
The  ages  prophesied  9  upon  our  seed, 
Liittle  deems  our  yoiang  blooming  sleeper,  there. 
The  germs  of  an  eternal  misery 
To  myriads  is  within  himj  better  'twere 
I  snatoh'^d  him   in  his    ^leep,  and  dash'4  him 

'gainst 
The  rocks  ^  than  let  him  live  to  *^ 

Oh,  ttiy'God! 
Touch  apt  the  ^hiii  ^-^  my  child !  thy  child !  Oh 

Caint 

Fear  set!  for  all  the  stars,  and  all  the  power 
Which  sways  them,  I  would  not  accostyou  infant 
With  ruder  greeting  thaii  a  father's  kiss^ 


J 


lOb  c  A 1  jr. 

ABAU. 

Tbeiiy  wliy  so  awful  in  thj  speech? 

CAiir. 

I  said, 
Twere  better  tliat  he  ceased  to  hre,  tiwn  gtrc 
Life  to  so  much  of  sorrow  as  he  must 
Endure,  and,  harder  still,  bequeath;  but  since 
That  saying  jars  you,  let  us  only  say  — « 
Twere  better  that  he  never  had  been  born. 

ADAB. 

Oh  9  do  not  say  so !  Where  were  then  the  |oys, 
The  mother's  joys  of  watching,  nouris^ng. 
And  loying  him?  Soft!  he  awakes.  Sweet  Enoch! 

(She  goes  to  the  child.) 
Oh  Cain!  look  on  him;  see  how  full  of  life. 
Of  strength ,  of  bloom,  of  beauty,  and  of  joy. 
How  like  to  me-*-  how  like  to  thee,  when  gentle, 
For  then  we  are  all  alike;  is  't  not  so,  Cain? 
Mother,  and  sire,  and  son,  our  features  are 
Reflected  in  each  othci^;  as  they  are 
In  the  clear  waters ,  when  thejr  are  gentle,  and 
"When  thou  art  gentle.  Love  us,  then,  ny  Gun  I 
And  love  thyself  for  our  sakes,  for  we  love  thee. 
iiOok !  how  he  laughs  and  stretches  out  his  arms. 
And  opens  wide  his  bhie  eyes  upon  thSlicv  " 
To  hail  his  father;  while  his  little  form 

wing'd  with  ioy.     Talk  not^fpain ! 


CAIN.  lO^ 

The  cliildless  cl^erubs  well  might  envy  (hee 
The  pleatnres  of  a  parent  [  Bless  hiin ,  Cain  i 
As  yet  he  hath  no  words  to  thank  thecj  but 
His  heart  will  >  and  thine  own  too^ 

CAIN. 

Bless  thee  J  boy! 
If  that  a  mortal  blessihg  may  avail  thee. 
To  save  thee  from  the  serpent's  cui'se ! 

AUAH.  .     , 

Surely  a  father's  blessing  may  avert 
A  reptile*s  subtlety. 

CAIN. 

Ofthatldoubt; 

« 

But  bless  him  ne'er  the  less. 

Our  brother  comes. 

CAIN. 

Thy  brother  Abel. 

JEnter  Abel* 

ABEL. 

Welcome,  Cain!  My  brother, 
Hie  peace  of  God  be  on  thee  I 

CAIN. 

Abel,  hail! 


i 


Oar  sister  teHsme  that  thou  hast  been  wnniemg) 
In  high  pommonion  with  a  spirit,  far 
Beyond  our  wonted  range.     Was  he  of  those 
We  have  seen  and  spol^eii  with ,  like  to  our  fa- 
ther? 

CAIM. 

No. 

xhel. 
Why  then  commune  with  him  ?  he  may  be 
A  foe  to  the  Most  High. 

CAIK. 

And  friend  to  man. 
Has  the  Most  High  been  so— if  so  you  term  him? 

▲  BEIi. 

Term  him!  your  words  are  strange  to- day ,  mj 

brother. 
My  sister  Adah^  leave  ui  for  a  while  —    ' 
We  mean  to  sacrifice. 

ADAH. 

Farewell,  my  Cain; 
But  first  embrace  thy  son.     May  his  soft  spirit^ 
And  Abel's  pious  ministry  ^  recall  thee 
Tp  peace  and  holiness ! 

{JSxii  knxn,  u^Uh  her  child) 

Where  hast  thou  been? 
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CAkN.> 

I  know  not. 

Nor  what  thou  ha^t  9een7 

\  CAIN. 

♦  The  dead> 

The  immortal,  the  unbouiided,  the  omnipotent. 
The  overpowering  mysteries  of  space  — 
The  innumerable  worlds  that  were  and  are  •^ 
A  whirlwind  of  such  OTerwhe]||||iing  things^ 
Suns,  moons,  and  earths,  upon  their  loitd^ voi- 
ced spheres 
Singing  in  thunder  round  me,  as  have  made  me 
Unfit  for  mortal  converse:  leave  mc^- Abel; 

ABEI«. 

Thine  eyes  are  flashing  with  unnatural  b'ght  — 
Thy  cheek  is  flush'd  with  an  unnatural  hue  •«— 
Thy  words  are  fraught  with  an  unnatural  sound  — 
What  may  this  mean? 

^  cAiir. 
It  means •*•  I  pray  thee,  lekve  me. 

Kot  till  we  have  pray'd  and  sacrificed  together, 

CAIK. 

Abel,  I  pray  thee,  sacrifice  alone—-' 
JWiovah  loves  .thee  well. 


no  CAIH. 


BoihwtU,  I  hope. 

But  thee  the  better:  I  care  not  for  that; 
Thon  art  fitter  for  his  worship  than  I  am: 
Revere  him ,  then*—  but  let  it  be  alone  — 
At  least  f  without  me. 

AWSLm 

Brother  y  I  should  ill 
Deserve  the  namfjj^f  our  great  father's  son. 
If  as  my  elder  I  revered  thee  not. 
And  in  the  worship  of  our  God  called  not 
On  thee  to  join  me,  and  precede  me  in 
Our  priesthood  — *  His  thy  place. 

CAIK. 

Bat  I  have  ne'er 
Asserted  it. 

ABEL. 

The  more  my  grief;  I  pray  thee 
To  do  so  now:  thy  soul  seems  labouring  in 
Some  strong  delusion;  it  will  calm  thee. 

CAIN* 

No; 
Nothing  can  calm  me  more.    Calm !  say  I  ?  Never 
Know  I  what  calm  was  in  the  soul ,  although 
I  have  seen  the  elements  stilPd.  My  Abel,  leave  me! 
n-  1-.*  —  leave  thee  to  tliy  pious  purpose.         *"• 

■ 
■  ■ 


eAiM.  Ill 

Neithier;  we  must  perform  oiir  task  together. 
^$pnrn  me  not.  ^ 

CAIK. 

If  it  miost  be  so  —  well^  theiii 
What  shaU  I  do? 

Choose  one  of  those  two  altars. 

Choose  for  me :  they  to  me  are  so  much  tnrf 
And  stone.  ' 

ABEZ.. 

Choose  thou! 

CAIN. 

I  haye  chosen. 

AB3SL. 

TTis  the  highest, 
And  suits  thee ,  as  the  elder.    Now  prepare 
Thine  offerings. 

ciiN. 
Where  are  thine  ? 

ABEL. 

Behold  them  here—' 
The  firstlings.of  the  flo^k,  and  fat  thereof— 
As  shepherd's  humble  offering. 
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CAIK. 

I  have  no  flocks ; 
I  am  a  tiller  of  the  ground,  and  must 
Yield  what  it  yieldeth  to  my  toil —  its  fruit : 

{He  gathers  fruits.) 
Behold  them  in  their  various  bloom  and  ripeness. 
{They  dress  their  aUurSf  and  kindle  a  fiame 
upon  thetn. 

My  brother ,  as  the  elder ,  ofifer  first 

Thy  prayer  and  thanksgiving  with  sacrifice^ 

OAIN. 

No  —  I  am  new  to  this^j  lead  thou  the  way, 

And  I  will  follow—  as  I  may. 

abeI  {hneeling). 

Oh  God! 
Who  made  us,  and  who  breathed  the  breath  of  lift 
iVilhin  our  nostrils ,  who  hath  blessed  us, 
And  spared,  despite  our  father's  sin,  to  make 
His  children  all  lost,  as  they  might  have  been, 
Had  not  thy  justice  been  so  temper'd  with 
The  mercy  which  is  thy  delight,  as  to 
Accord  a  pardon  like  a  Paradise, 
Compared  with  our  great  crimes:  —  Sole  Lord 

of  light!,. 
Of  good,  and  glory,  and  eternity; 


^i 


''  CAIK.  Il5 

Without  whom  all  were  i^viiy  and  witii  whom 
Nothing  can  err,  except  to  some  good  end 
Of  thine  omnipotent  benevolence  — 
Inscrutable ,  but  still  to  be  fulfill'd  •*- 
Accept  from  out  tliy  humble  first  of  shepherd'j^ 
First  of  the  first-born  flocks  —  an  ofiering, 
In  itself  nothing  *—  as  what  ofiering^  can  bo 
Au^ht  unto  thee?— but  yet  accept  it  for 
The  thanksgiving  of  him  who  spreads  it  in 
The  face  of  thy  high  heaven ,  lioWiDg  his  own 
^Even  to  the  dusty  of  which  he  is  >  in  honour 
Of  thee 9  and  of  thy  namC)  for  evermore! 

cAiK  {standing  erect  during  this  epeeeh).  '  « 
Spirit!  whate'er  or  whosoe'er  thou  art, 
Omnipotent,  it  may  be  -^  and,  if  good> 
Shown  in  the  exiemption  of  thy  deeds  from  eVil; 
Jehovah  upon  earth  \  and  God  in  heaven ! 
And  it  may  be  with  other  names ,  because 
Thine  attributes  seem  many ,  as  thy  works :  — •  . 
If  thou  must  be  propitiated  with  prayers^ ^    ' 
Take  theni'!    If  thou  must  be  induced  with  altars. 
And  soften'd  with  a  sacrifice^  receive  them  \ 
Two  beings  here  erect  them  unto  thee. 
If  thou  lov'st  blood,  the  shepher'ds  shrine^  Which 

smokes 
On  my  right  hand ,  hath  shed  it  for  thy  scrricc 
In  the  iirst  of  his  flock;  whose  limbs  now  reek 
rol  XIIL  H 


Il4  ^  €A<N. 

In  tengumarj  iocenle  !<>  iky  skives; 

Or  if  the  sweet  wblA  blooming  fruits  of  fi«rth, 

And  milder  S99L9oia ,  wliicji  the  unstained  tnif 

I  spread  them  6n  now  offinrs  in  the  {ace 

Qf.  the  ]>road:  atm  if^hich  rip^n'^  them;    may 

•"  , ,     -  ...-■-:  seem-   . 

Good  to  thee.>  initMnRth  as  they  hl^ve  iiot 
Suffered  in  Kh«b  or  Kffe ,  nwd  rather,  form 
A  sample  of  th^r;  y^i\fi,.  than  snpplieation 
Ta  look  on  otir«4'  Jf  a  shrifie  without  victim. 
And  altar  without  gorei  may  win  thy  favour. 
Look  on  ^t !  .a^d  fox  him  who  dt^sireth  jt» 
He  ii— •S'Uet  as   thou   liii^d'st   him-;    and  seeks 

nothing  .. 
Which  mnstj>e>vt>nhy  kueelingi  if  he 's  evil. 
Strike  him!  thou  art  omiilpoti9«i^^  <»nd  may'st,  — 
Por  what  ^an.fa9  ioppose?  If  he-b^  gQoif 
Strike  h]m>^0r,#|>«re,2iim,  as  thpur^ijitl  since  all 
Restii.  Dfion  thee  4  4nd' good  and  evii«(^m. 
To  havQ:no/pfnv^iUi^»8elves^.,sa^0  in*  thy  ^ill; 
.  And  whcthfec  th«l  rhelgpqd  or  ill  Ij  ki^9w  no^ 
NdK  being  omnipotent^  nor  fit  ito/bi4ge 
Omnipotence,  j  but  m^ely  tO'  ^ndi»t^ 
,lt«  mandate;  Which  thus  f^t  |  l^^j^Moi^. 
The  fire  uponAhe  aUar  of  Abel  kindlee  into  a 
4foiumn  ofeAe  brighteet  fian^f  ««4  Ueceada  to 

^     heaven ;  whiU  a  ^hirltpind  throft^s  down  the 


{dtarofCainy  and  scatier»  tMfruUM  ahmad 
upon  the  sdrth, 

ABEL  {kneeling). 
Oh,  brother,  pray!  Jehovak's  wroth  with  theo! 

Why  10? 

ABEL. 

Thy  fruits  are  scatter'd^  on  the  earth. 

CAIN* 

From  earth  they  came^  to  earth  let  them  return  ; 
Their  seed  will  bear  fresh  fruit  there  ertf  th« 

summer: 
Thy  burnt  flesh  -  off 'ring  prospers  better;  se^ 
How  heav'n  licks  up  the  flames^  when  thick  with 

blood! 

ABKX. 

Think  nqt  «pon  my  offering's  acceptance. 
But  make  another  of  thine  own  before 
It  is  too  late. 

CAIN. 

I  will  build  no  morp  ftltar^ 
Nor  suffer  any.  —  * 

ABEL  {rising). 
Cain!  what  meanest  thoul^ 

CAIK. 

To  cast  4own  yoA  rile  flatterer  of  the  clouds, 
The  smoky  harbinger  of  thy  dull  pray'rs  — 

Ha 


Il6  CAIJT. 


Thine  iUsr»  ^vith  lU  blood  of  lambs  «nd  kids, 
liVliich  fed  on  milky  to  be  destroy'd  infalood. 

▲BEi.  (jjpppsing  him). 
Thoa  sbalt  not :  -*  add  not  impion^  works   to 

impions 
Words!  let  tbat  «ltar  stand—  *^  ballow'd  now 
By  the  immortal  pleasure  of  Jehoyaliy 
In  bis  acceptance  of  the  Tictims. 

OAXK. 

His\ 
HUpUa9ure\  wbat  was  bis  bigb  pleasure  in 
The  fumes  of  scorching  flesh  and  smoking  blood. 
To  the  pain  of  the  bleating  mothers ,  which 
Still  yearn  for  their  dead  offspring?  or  the  pangs 
Of  the  sad  ignorant  victims  underneath 
Thy  pious  knife  ?    Give  way!  this  bloody  record 
Shall  not  stand  in  Ihe  sun ,  to  shame  creation ! 

ABEIt. 

Brother,  give  back !  thou  shalt  not  touch  my  altar 
With  yiolence:  if  that  thou  wilt  adopt  it. 
To  try  another  sacrifice ,  'tis  thine. 

« 

CAIK. 

Another  sacrifice !  Give  way,  or  else 
That  sacrifice  may  be 

ABEIi.  X 

What  meanest  thou  ? 


CAIN.  117 

/  CAIN. 

Give  ^-^ 
Give  way!  •—  thy  God  loves  blood!  —  Xhsa  look 

.  to  it:  — 
Give  way  ^  ere  he  hath  moreX 

ABKL. 

In  his  great  J^^une, 
I  stand  between  thee  and  the  shrine  which  hath 
Had  his  acceptance. 

CAIH.  .     ^ 

If  thou  l9.v'st  thj'self^ 
Stand  back  till  I  have  9trew'd  this  turf  along 
its  native  soil ;— ^  else  -^ 

ABEi«  {pf posing  him). 
^  I  love  God  far  tnof^ 

Than  life,  '    v  ' 

1     • 

CAIN 

(striking  him  with  a  brandy  on  the  templtmy  which 
he  snatches  from  the  altar). 

Then  take  thy  life  unto  thy  God^ 

Since  he  lovjss  lives. 

Aittiii  {falls). . 
What  hast  thou  done  1  my  brother  ? 

CAIN. 

Brother! 

abel; 
Oh;  God!  receive  tliy  servant^  and 


'   \ 


y . 


Forgive  kii  sUjer,  for  he  knew  not  what 

He  did  »-  C^in,  giye  me  —  give  me  thy  hand ; 

and  tell 
Poor  Zillah  — 

CAIN  [after  a  moments  stupefaction), 

tfy  hand!  'tis  all  red,  icnd  with  — 
What? 

« 

(a  long  pause.  -«>  Looking  slowly  round,) 
Where  am  I?  alone!  Where  's  Abel  >  where 
Cain?  Can  it  be  that  I  am  he?  My  brother, 
Awake!  —  why  liest  thon  so  on  the  green  earth? 
*Tis  not  the  honr  of  slumber:  — •  why  so  pale  ? 
What,  hast  tkon !  —  thou  wert  full  of  life  this 

morn ! 
Abel!  I  pray  thee,  mock  me  not!  I  smote 
Too  fiercely ,  bat  not  fatally.    Ah ,  why 
Wonld't  thou  oppose  me?  This  is  mockery; 
And  only  done  to  daunt  me:  —  'twas  a  blow — 
And  bat  a  blow.    Stir  —  stir —  nay,  only  stir ! 
Why,  so  —  that 's  well-—  thou  breath'st!  breathe 

upon  me ! 
Oh,  God!  Oh,  God! 

ABEL  [f^ery  faintly) 
What 's  he  who  speaks  pf  God  ? 

CAIK. 

Thy  murderer. 


Then  may  God  fdrgive  him !  Gftili# 
Comfort,  poor  Zttloh : «—  $lie  hftt  but  oa«  brotbto 
Now.  ! '       •  "  I  * 

Ajiei*  di0a) 

And  I  iione !  •»  Who  makes  me  brotherlesi  ? 
His  eyes  areopeii!  then  he  Is  not  dead! 
Death  islitesie^p;  and  sleep  shuts  d^wnoOtiiig^ 
His  lips y  too 9  are  apai*t;  why-then  ho  breatkesi 
And  yet  I  fed  it  not  *^  Hish^art!  —  his  Veailt  j-<-r 
I^et  me  see,  doth  it^eat? — met]iinks-^Nol*^no! 
This  is  a  visioa,   else  I  am  become  .. 
The  native  of  another,  and  worse  world. 
The  earth  swims  rouiid  mo:  — r  ^:hat  is  this?  rr 

'tis  wet; 
(Puts  hia  Jiand  to  his  browy  and  then  locks  cU  it*) 
And  yot  there  are  no  devfs!  'Ti^  blood r^mj^ 

blood  — 
My  brother's:  And  my iOwn^  and  shod  by  met.,  r  . 
The^  what  haye  I  farther  to  do  with  life, 
Since  I  havp  taken  life  from  ray  own  flesh  ?. 
But  he  can  npt  be  dead-^^  Is  silence  death  ?      _ 
No;  he  will  wake:  then  let  me  watch  by  him. 
Life  cannot  hpao  slight ,  as  to  boquenclifd 
Thus  quickly !  —  he  hath  spoken  to  mc  since  **^ 
>yhat  shall  I  say  to  him  ?  —  My  brother !  -«r  No ; 


lie  will  not  answer  to  that  name ;  for  brethren 
Smite  not  each  other.   'Yet^-^^yvt^  speak  to  me* 
Oh  I  for  a  word  more.  of.  that  g^ntle^  V4>ic<9, 
That  I  may  bear  to  hear  mj  own  again  1 

Enter  Zlix^H, 

SILLAH. 

I  heard  a  heavy  sound :  what  can  it  be  7 

'Tis  Cain;  and  watching  by  my  husband.  What 

Dost  thoa  there,  brother  ?  Doth  he  sleep  ?    Oh ! 

heav'n! 
What  means  this  paleness ,  and  yoh  stream?  *-« 

No!  not 
ItiM  not  blood;  for  who  would  shed  his  blood? 
Abel  I  what's  this?  -^  who  hath  done  this?     Me 

moves  not; 
He  breathes  not:  and  his  hands  drop  down  from 

mine 
With  stony  lifelessness*!  Ah!  cruel  Gain! 
Why  cam'st  thou  not  in  time  to*  save  him  from 
This  violence  ?     Whatever  hath  assaiPd  himy 
Thou    wert  the  stronger,    and  shduld'st    liave 

stepp'd  in 
Between  him  and  aggression!  Father  I  —  Eve!~ 
Adah !  -7  come  hither :    Death  is  in  the  world ! 
*xil  ZiVLAiiy  ccUHng  tm  herj9€treni9 ,  etc.) 


J 


CAIN«   ;  lOi 


)    I 


AnA  who  hsdh  brouglit  liim  there  ?  ir-«,  I  —  who- 

abhor 
The  name  of  Death  so  deeply,  that  the  thought 
Empoiaon'd  all  my.  life ,  before  I  Juiew 
HSs  aspect -« I  have  led  him  heroi  and  giv*ii 
My  brother  to  his  cold  ^d  still  embracoi 
As  if  he  ^vonld  not  ha^VQ.  asserted  hia 
Inexorable  claim  without  my  aid*. 
I  am  awake  at  last— «  s^  dre^y  dream 
H4Ldllladde^'d  me;  -^  but  he  shall  ne'er  awake! 

JEnter  Adam,  Eye,  Adah,  andHnisAB. 

I  APAM. 

A  voice  of  wo  from  Zillah  brings  me  here,  — • 
What  do  I  see  ? — 'Tis  true !  — -  My  son !  —  my  son ! 
Woman,  behold  the  serpent's  worky  and  thine! 

(7p  Eve.) 

xvi?< 

Oh!  speak  not 'of  it  now:  the  serpent's  fangs 
Are  in  my  heart.     My  be?t  beloved,  Abel! 
Jehovah !  this  is  punishment  beyond 
A mother^s  sin,  to  take  him  from  met 

;  ADAM. 

Who, 

Or  what  hath  done  this  deed?  —  speak,  Cain, 

since  thotf 


I 


ISit  CA1K« 


Wert  present ;  was  It  toihe  more  hostile  angel, 
Wlio  yraJka  not  with  JelioYah  ?  or  some  wfld  ' 
Brute  of  the  forest? 


Ahi  a  livid  light 
Breaks  through »  as  from  a  thunder -cloud  I  yon 

•  •  brand, 

Massy  and  bloody!  snatched  from  off  die  tltar. 
And  black  with  smoke  >  and  red  with — 

abak. 

Speak,  my  son! 
Speak  y  and  assure  us»  wretched  as  we  are, 
Thtt  \v«  «re  not  more  miserable  $till. 

ADAH. 

Speak  J  Cain!  and  say  it  was  not  thoul 

BVB. 

It  was. 
I  see  it  now«^  he  hangs  his  guilty  head, 
And  covers  his  ferocious  eye  with  hands 
Incai*iiadiQe«  .      • 

ADAS* 

Mother,  thou  dost  him  wrtfng  •— 
Cain !  clear  thee  from  this  horrible  accusal, 
"Which  grief  wriiigs  from  our  parent. 

Hear,  Jeh<rrah.l 
May  the  eternal  serpent's  curse  be  on  him ! 


I 


For  he  was  fitter  for  his  seed  than  ours. 
Ifa'y  all  his  days  be  deso]atel  May— 

Hoiai 
Curse  Lim  not,  mother*,  for  he  is  tity  son  -*— 
Curse  hiffi  not ,  mother  >  for  he  is  my  brotlicr, 
And  my  betroth'd. 

ETE. 

He  hath  left  thee  no  brother— 
Zillah  no  husband^—  me  no  8on^  •—  for  tfans 
I  curse  him  from  my  sight  for  evermore !  v 
All  bonds  I  break  between  us ,  as  he  broke 
That  of  his  nature,  in  yon  -^  O  death!  death! 
Why  didst  thou  not  take  mej  who  first  incurred 

theer 
Why  dost  thou  not  so  now? 

JLPAM. 

Eve!  let  not  this, 
Thy  natural  grief,  lead  to  impiety! 
A  heavy  doom  was  long  forespoken  to  us ; 
And  now  that  it  begins ,  let  it  be  borne 
In  such  sort  as  may  show  our  God,  that  we 
Are  faithful  servants  to  his  holy  wilL 

BVE  {jpoiniing  to  Cain), 
His  Willi  the  will  of  yon  incai*nate  spirit 
Of  deaths  whom  I  have  brought  upon  the  earth 
To  strew  it  with  the  dead.  May  all  the  curse« 


Of  life  be  OH  him!  andJus  agonies 
Drive  liim  forth  o'er  the  wfldem^ss,  like  us 
From  Eden ,  till  his  children  do  hj  him 
As  he  did  by  liis  brother !  May  the  swords 
And  yfingi$  of  fiery,  cherubim  pnrsne  him 
By  dvj  and  night  ^^snikes  spring  np  in  kis  path*~ 
Earth's  irmts  be  ashes  in  his  month  — .the  leaves 
On  which  he  lays  his  head  to  sleep  be  strew'd 
With  scorpions!  May  his  dreams  be  of  his  victim! 
His  waking  s  cQntinnal  dread  of  death ! 
May  the  clear  rivers  turn  to  blood  as  he 
Stoops  down  to  stain  them  with  his  raging  lip ! 
May  every  element  shnn  or  change  to  him ! 
May  he  live  in  the  pangs  which  others  die  .with ! 
And  death  itself  wax  something  worse  than  death 
To  him  who  first  acquainted  him  with  man ! 
Heneoi  fratricide!  henceforth  that  word  is  Cain, 
Through  all  the  coming  myriads  of  mankind, 
Who  shall  abhor  thoe,  though  thou  wert  their 

sire! 

May  the  grass  wither  from  thy  feet !  the  woods 
Deny  thee  shelter  I  earth  a  home!  the  dust 
A  grave !  the  sun  his  light!  and  heayen  her  God ! 

QExii  Eve.) 

ADAM. 

Cain)  Ret  thee  forth;  we  dwell  no  more  together. 
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/ 

Depart  !and  leave  the  dead  to  me  -r- 1  am 
Henceforth  alone  ^^  we  nerei  must  meet  more. 

ADAH.. 

Oh,  part  not  with  him  thus,  my  father:   do  not 
Add  thy  deep  curse  to. Eve's  upon  his  head! 

ADAM.  '. 

I  curse  him  not:  his  spiidt  Be  his  dujrse* 
Come,  Zillah! 

ZILLAR. 

I  ihuit  watch  iny  husband's  borse. 

We  will  return  again,  when  he  is  gone 
Wlio  hath  provided  for  us  this  dread. office.  ' 
Come,  Zillah! 

ZILLAH,  ^ 

Yet  one  kiss  on  yon  pale  clay, 
And  those  lips  once  so  warm  —  my  hear^!  my 

heart! 
{Exeunt  AnAitt  dndZtJ^AU  $i^eeping) 

ADAH. 

Cain!  thott  hast  heard,  we  must  go  Corth.    I  am 

ready. 
So  shall  our  children  be.     I  will  bear  En^Tch, 
And  you  his  sister.    Ere  the  sun  declines 
Let  us  depart 9  nor  walk  the  wilderness 
Under  the  cloud  of  night.  —  Nay,  speak  to  iiie. 
To  me  —  thine  own. 


lab  cAix. 


Wlj,  dlaam  kfit  Oki 


Asd  wbereforelingeresttkoii?  Dost  thou  not  fear 
To  dwell  wttk  ojM  who  liatk  done  tlus? 


I  £ur 

Notbiog  excqpt  to  jpare  tbee,  nnicli  as  I 
Sbrink  from  ike  deed  nrliich  leases  thee  liro* 

therless. 
I  muMt  not  speak  of  tliis — it  is  between  tkeo 
And  tlie  great  God. 

^  Voice  from  wUhia  exekdnu. 
Cain !  Cain !    . 
AP4^n. 

Hear'st  thon  that  voice  ? 
The  Voice  withinm 
Cain!   Cain! 

ADAH. 

It  sonndeth  like  an  angePs  tone. 

lBnt€r  the  A^gel  of  the  Lord. 
Where  is  tliy  brother  Abel  ? 

Am  I  then 
My  brother's  keeper  ? 


CAIN. 


w? 


'  C^in*  wli«f  Jbast  ttott  don^?    ,    ^ 
The  Toice  of  thy  slain  l>rother*s  blood  cries  out, 
Even  fxom  the  grui^nd^  junto  tho  Lord  I  •««  I4ow 

art  thou 
Cursed  from  the  eartht.Ay,liich  open'd  late hfcy  mOiit}i 
To.  iTjnX  thy  brother-sl^loQd  from  thy  tash  hand.    • 
Henceforth,  when  thpushalt  till  the  jrouiid,  it 

,  shall  no^        ... 
Yield  thee  strength ;  a  fogitive  shalt  thc^U; 
Be  fr<un  this  day,  0[nd  vagabond  on  earth  I 

'  ADAH.  .    :  _ , 

This  punishment  is  more  than  he  can  beat. 
Behold,  thou  drivest  him  from  the  face  of  earth, 
And  from  the  face  of  God  shall  he  be  hid. 
A  fugitive  and  vagabond  on  earthy 
*IVill  conie  to  pass,  that  whcjso  ftndeth  him 
Shall  slay  Win.   -  -^ 

Would  they  could !  bat  who  are  they 
Shall  slay  me  ?  where  ar^  these  on  the  lone  earth 
As  yet  unpeopled? 

Airocii. 

Thou  hast  slain  thy  brother, 
And  who  shall  warrant  thee  against  thy  son  ? 

■         •    •     •  • 

AUAH.  .    . 

Angel  of  Light  I  be  merciful,  nor  say 


laB  c  A I  jr. 

That  this  poor  aching  breast  now  nourishes 
A  murderer  in  my  boy,  and  of  his  father* 

Then  he  would  but  be  what  his  father  is. 
Did  not  the  milk  of  Ere  giye  nutriment 
^o  him  thou  now  see'st  sobesmear'd  with  Mood? 
The  fratricide  might  well  engender  parricides.  — 
But  it  «hall  not  be  so  *^  the  Lord  thy  God 
And  mine  commandeth  me  to  set  his  seal 
On  Cain>  so  that  he  may  go:fbrtfi  in  skTety, 
M^o  slayeth  Gain ,  a  sevenfold  vengeance  shall 
Be  taken  on  his  head.     Conie  hither! 

What 
Would'st  thou  with  me? 

ANGJBL. 

To  mark  upon  thy  brow 
Exemption  from  such  deeds  as  thou  hast  done. 

No,  let  me  diet  , 

it  must  not  be* 
(7%e  Anoei;  9etr  M#  mart  on  Caik's  broM^.) 

CAIN.   ' 

It  burns 
My  brow ,  but  nought  to  that  which  is  within  it 
Is  t»  '  ?  let  mt  meet  it  as  I  may. 


k    •       -•••♦:  '••     AK0U.  •"■-:••.' 

r<  Stem  ItBtttlsoTt  been  mid  jtttbborn from  thdvonb; 
As  the  ground  tbon  nmst  henceforth  till;  but. he 
Thou  elew'tt  was  gentle  as  the  iloclu  he  tended.  . 

CAIlt. 

After  the  fall  too  aoon  was  I  begotten; 

Ere  yet  my  mothcr^a  mind  subsided  from' 

The  serpelit,  and  my  sire  still  mourned  for  Sden. 

That  which  I  am  >  I  am ;  I  did  not  seek 

For  life,  nor  did  I  make  myself;  but  coiild  1' ' 

With  my  own  death  redeem  ^im  from  the  dilst'^*- 

And  why  not  so  ?  let  him  return  to  day. 

And  I  lie  ghastly !  so  shall  be  restored 

By  God  the  life  to  him  he  loved:  and  taken 

f'rom  me  a  being  I  ne'er  loved  to  bear. 


lib 
d 


iJf  ...  AKGEIr. 


Who  shall  heal  murder  ?  what  is  done  is  done. 
Go  forth!  fulfil  thy  days!  and  be  thy  deeds 
Unlike  the  las t !  (  7%f  Air oei*  disappears,} 

ADAH. 

* He 's  gone ;  let  tis  gi!)  fbrtk ; 


»•  < . 


I  hear  our  little  Enoch  cry  within 
•Our  btfweK    ... 

«.  ...,.  .  Ah.!  liliW  knows  he.  what  ho  weeps^-for ! 
And  I  who  have  shed  blood  cannot  shedteare! 

rot.  xrii.  I 


l30  CAIN. 

Bat  tlie  four  rivers'^  wonld  not  cleanse  ifty  soul. 
TlAilL'M  tiion  my  boy>v!Ul>e«r  *tx>iook  ohne? 

ADAS'. 

If  I  dictaglit  th«t  lie  wonldniot ,  I  'woidd  *- 
CAiK  {interrupting Jier). 

No  more  of  tlireats :  we  ba^e  had  too  many  of  them: 
Go  to  PUT  children;  I  ^ill  follow  thee. 

'       ADAH. 

I  wiH  not  leave  tboc  lonely  with  the  dead; 
Let  us  depart  together. 

CAIK.' 

Oh!  tbondead  ..,, 
And  everlasting  witDke«ji!whofie  onsinking. 
Blood  darkens  earth  and  heaven !  what  thouiaoii*  art. 
1  know  not !  but  if  thou  see'st  what  I  am, 
I  think  thou  wilt  tarpye  him,  whom  his  God 
Can  ne'er  forgive,,  nor  l^is  own  soid.—'FarewelU 
Imnst  not,  dare  not  tpuch  wbat  I  have  ma^e  thee 
I,  wh<>  'sprang  from  th6  same  womb  with  thee, 

•    drained 
The  s^me  br9ttst,'€lBl^*d  lhee.x>flan  to  my  own; 
In  fondness  broth(^rIy*a|id> boyish,  I>  :' 
Cui  never  meet  thee  more^  nor  even. dare  .. 

•  The  „fbur  risers"  which  %owed  round  Eden,  and 
cdmfkivlenllv  the ^odly  waters  1rltb^whicb>  Cain  was 
*-"  the:  earth. 


T     • 


»    \   \  •   r        * 


To  4o^thiltf0irthe0>vJn<^^tliai;|4}^oidd'8t  ^       doi^^ 
For  iBer,-'Tr.«43fi|y>o9e  tky-M^b*  i^ito  thjpir.£r4y^*^j 
The  first  grave  yet  dug  for  mortality. 
But  who  hath  dug  that.gc^ve?  Oh>  earth!  Ob; 

'  .,..eauthj!  <«,; i 

Por  all  the  fruits  thou  Ji^^  rendered  to  me,  I 
Give  ^ee  back  this.—  Now  for  the  wilderness. 
[Ai>AV:  stoops  down  and  kisses  the  body  o/  Aseu) 

AOAU. 

A  dreary  9  and  an  early  doom,  my  brother. 
Has  been  thy  lot!  Of  all.  who  mourn  for  thee, 
I  alone  must  not  weep.     My  office  ia 
Henceforth  to  dry  up.  t^ap^^^and  notto  shed  them; 
But  yet,  of  all  who  mourn,  none  mourn  like  me. 
Not  only  for  thyself,  but  him  who  slew  thee. 
Now,  Cai^i  I  will  divide  thy  burden  with  thee. 

CAIN. 

Eastward  from  Eden  will  we  take  our  way; 
'Tia  the  most  desolate ,  and  suits  my  steps. 

Lead!  thou  shalt  be  my  guide,  and  may  our  God 
Be  thine !  Now  let  us  carry  forth  our  children. 

CAIN. 

And  Atfwho  lieth  there  was  childless*  I 
Have  dried  the  fountain  of  a  gentle  race, 
Which  might  have  graced  his  recent  marriage 

couchf 

l2 


«4  rAiK- 

ABd  might  liATo  teri^^'d  ttiWetn  fcWdd  of  mine, 
tJnifing  witli  oor  cMIdrm  AteW  dftpriwg^ 
OAbel!      .        *      •  :- 

Pcac«  be  WMt  liim! 

r  #  ... 

Bnt  with  niet  — 
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